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To the worfhipfull and true Moecenas 

of learnings M. Thomas Smith, T. L. G. wijheth 
all aboundance of worldly fortunes in this life, 
and the benefites of heauenly felicitie in the 
life to come, 
g- in theje our days, men rather feeke the increafe 
%nfitorie wealth, than the knowledge of deuine 
tome, preferring fluffed baggs, before fiudious 
■s, their pounds, before precepts, loofing the true 
ts of the minde, to leuell at the tranfitorie allure- 
ments of this world, feeding f coles withfiggs,and pkUofophers with 
fioutts ; / haue among the multitudes of thefe men, made choice of 
your Worfhip for my Patron and Maecenas, who of a farre more 
happy nature with Theodofius, honour Appian, and feeing lear- 
ning almojl fupprejfed with contempt, or difcountenanced with neg- 
lect, haue in this famous Citie {like a vertttous member of the fame) 
begun to exile ignorance, to reuiue artes: knowing Ladiflaus reafons 
to be of force, that Citizens who are vnlettered, are leffe than men, 
or rather (as Frederick the Emperour was wont to fay) manlike 
beaftes. Which vertuous indeuor of yours (worthie both your name 
and fortune) fliall in time to come more aduance you, than they -who 
tooth and nayle labour to purckafe lands, which ordinarily perifk 
through their lieires lauifhnes. It is true fame which is gotten by 
vertue, Sr perfect vertue to maintaine learning ; which isfo kinde to 
thofe that feeke after it, that in all changes of fortune, in all mif erics 
of this life, attdcafualties wkatfoeuer, itprepareth the mind, &pre- 
uenteth mifhaps. And Uaft I among the poore Tirones of learning, 
who defire the increafe therofwith the mofl, though deferue therein 
with the leafl, fhould feeme to forget this efpecially and ingrafted 
vertue fo admirably beflowed vp3your worfhip, I haue thought good 
toprefentyou with a rude and homely written hiflory, which if with 
like regard you fhall accept, as Alphonfus did the filly Satires of 
Philelphus, / doubt not but infhort time topublifh that vnderyour 
name, which fhall not only merit and deferue your acceptance, but 
alfo mightely profit allfuch as arefiudious in all forts of learning. 
Till when, I mofl humbly commetid me, defiringyour Worfhip mofl 
eameflly to profecute your vertuous enterpri/es, befeeching God to 
profper you in them and all other, to the aduancement of Letters. 
From my Chamber 2. Maif. 1591. 

Your Worfhips to commaund, 
T. L. G. 
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To the curteous Reader whatfoeuer. 

jEntlemen, I haue vppon the earneft requeft of 
^fome my good friends, drawne out of the old 
J and ancient antiquaries, the true life of Robert 
1 fecond Duke of Normandie, (furnamed for his 
youthfull imperfections, Robin the Diuell) wherein I 
ftand not fo much on the termes, as the trueth, publifliing 
as much as I haue read, and not fo much as they haue 
written. The Loadftarres that directed me in my courfe, 
if they haue colours and no counterfeit, doo me right to 
fay they fet down coulors without counterfeit: yet many 
things haue happened in times part, incredible in our age, 
and in our age fuch things haue falne out, as had our fa- 
thers knowne they had meruailed : It onely behoueth vs 
to applie all things that tend to good, to their end, which 
is vertue, and efteeme them; to intend all things that are 
bad, to their end, which is vice, and efchue them. So fhall 
we in reading reape that fruit, that impofsible things fhall 
be referred to God, and pofsible ordered to our amends. 
Farewell. 

T.L.G. 
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The famous, true, and hiftoricall life 

of Robert, fecond Duke of 

Normandie. 

% N the populous and plen- 

tifull Dukedome of Normandie, (in 
times paft called Neujbia) at fuch 
r time as Pepin the Father of the 
I great King CharlemaigNE gouer- 

!ned the flourifhing Kingdome of 
Frounce, Aubert the firft Duke of 
that Countrey, by fome fuppofed to 
be RON of Denmarke, began to fignorize in the fame about the 
yeare of our Lord 750. a Prince by nature affable, in nur- 
ture fortunate, as glorious for his Conquefts, as gratious in 
his curtefies, enterprifing his attempts with Metellus con- 
ftancie.and finifhing the fame with Alexanders fortune: who 
being in yeares youthful], in perfon comlie, in difcourfe plea- 
fant, in ritches mightie, was fought vnto by diuers Princes, 
who intended by inferring him into their linage, the better to 
allure themfelues in their liuelyhoodes. Among the reft, the 
worthie Duke of Burgundie wrought fo earneftly, and per- 
fwaded fo effectually, that Aubert at laft accepted his faire 
filler Ynda or Editha for his wife, a PrincefTe in whome na- 
ture planted as much excellence, as amiablenefle, tempering 
the gifts of fortune and y mind with fuch equabilitie, that her 
goods feemed great in refpeft, of her goodnes, and her goodnes 
more great, in that (he had goods: for as the mightie inun- 
B dations 
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The Hiftorie of Robert 

dations of Nilus make the riuer more famous, fo abilitie vni- 
ted with bountie, and a liberall hand with a mercif'ull hart, do 
greatly affift in caufes of honor. Thefe two princely cooples 
ordained by defteny to high defafters, though their affluence 
of riches promifed them felicitie, yet the influence of the hea- 
uens intimated their aduerfitie; for hauing great fignories to 
bequeath, they had no heires to enioy, accompting this for 
their only crofle, that they were without children : many were 
their vowes, but to no auayle; many their prayers, but to 
little purpofe; if phifick might haue made fruitfull, Editha 
had been a Mother; if great fumms could haue purchaft yong 
fonnes, Aubert had been a Father. Seuen yeares and more 
lined they in this fort, the one carelefle of loues delight, the 
other comfortleffe in that (he was barraine, till on a prefixed 
Saterday, when Nature had powred all her treafures on the 
earth. Flora powdered all the medowes with flowres,when 
the louefick Zefhirus foftly breathed, and the tender leaues 
fweetly bowed, when the Ainne played with the waue, & the 
waue dallyed with the funne, both enioying an equal fimpathy 
of folace, Duke Aubert (who from his youth vpwarde was 
meruailoufly delighted in y* chafe) accompanyed with his faire 
DuchefTe, departed out of his Capitall Citie of Roan, to take 
his parlance in the Forreft. Editha (by deuine ordinance) 
was that day attired, as if fhe intended to wooe LUCINA to 
graunt a Sonne, and winne the Norman Duke to get a 
Sonne. Her hayre, in ftead of gould to grace it, was goul- 
den exceeding gould, more finer than the thrid wherewith 
Arachne wrought her loombe, more fofter than the bed of 
Rofes, wherein y e Morning playd with Cephalus. Bound it 
was after a cardeffe manner, as if difdayning that fo rare 
beauties mould be imprifoned, but pleyted in fuch fort, as if 
Nature mould make a laborinth for Loue, Loue could not 
wifli a fweeter laborinth. Midft euery pleight were certayne 
fpheares of Fearles and Diamonds, which with the excel- 
lencie of their pureneffe, gaue no little grace to her hayres 
perfection : her browes not fo hard as Iuorie, but more whi- 
ter, 
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fecond Duke of Normandy. 2 

ter, intermedled with fome delicate vermilion, her eyes in 
puritie like the Carbunckle, lightning y* darkeft thoughts in 
effect like the Loadftone, drawing the moil indurate harts, 
concluding all paflions in themfelues, in that they were the 
rootes of paffions : her cheekes like two orbes of rubies par- 
ticipating the whitenes of the Lillie, her lips refembling the 
Rofes, being Limits of more wonder than either toong can ex- 
preffe, or eye behold. Oh how may men that furfet in con- 
ceit, exprefle in pen/ Suppofe the attire anfwerable to the 
perfon, the perfon exceeding report, and in a word imagine 
Auberts happines, who might behold fo faire, and enioy fo 
faire, and looking on the outward perfections, boldly auer 
this: 

Qua latent meliora puto. 

In this fort both thefe Princes rode together, till fuch time 
as their traine had rowfed a mtghtie Hart, and vncoopled 
their howndes, when each one intentiuely followed the game, 
inforcing himfelfe either to fhewe his good horfemanfhip, or 
woodmanlhip, the rocks refounded with the cryes, the woods 
ecchoed at their clamours. In this fort fpent they the mor- 
ning, till about Noonefteede, when the Sunne was in the 
South, at that time fhining in his greateft mightines, Au- 
bert being attainted with heate, entered the thickeft of the 
wood, hoping to obtaine fome cold fhelter, where he might 
reft himfelfe for a while, and rid himfelfe of his wearynes. 
But the further he walked, the more was his wonder, for on 
euery fide Nature had been fo prodigall of hir power, that the 
eye could not behold too much, nor the thought imagin fo 
much. Heere faw he a faire delicious brooke, recording mu- 
fick in his courfe, being chriftall in cleerenes, enuironed with 
faire Ceders fo orderly aranged, as Arte could not in more 
excellence exemplifie the effects of perfection. On that fide 
a clofed Arbor beawtifyed with Rofes, paued with Violets, 
on the top whereof, the byrds with melodious mulick anima- 
ted the flowres, and the flowres affifted by the Wefterne 
B 2 coole 
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coole wyndes, feemed to daunce for delight, and to florifh. 
Heere within for the felfefame occafion of refection, Edi- 
tha had withdrawnc her felfe, who in her folitarineffe, be- 
thinking her felfe of her fortunes, her decaying beawtie, 
her detefted barrainnelfe, the loll labor of her hufband, the 
laft limmit of her happineffe, her imperfection the period 
of hys pleafure, hys penfiueneffe the onely fruite of her 
imperfection, in thefe tearmes bitterly bemoned her felfe, 
whilft AUBERT little fufpe&ing her prefence, yet willing to 
heare the fequell of her feminine complaint, clofely fhrow- 
ded himfelfe neere the Arbor, whilfl in this fort flie defpe- 
ratly complayned. O Nature, too naturall vnto fome, 
but too negligent on my behalfe, who yeelding the bafeft 
tree his bloifome, the talleft pine his apple, the weakeft 
ftalke his flowre, the wafted fieldc his fpring, haft bequea- 
thed increafeto all things, and bereaued me of increafe: thou 
haft made mee faire, but vnfortunate, a Princeffe, but im- 
pregnant, making me in defire as ritch as any, in defect as 
wretched as the moll. Oh, hadft thou been as fauourable 
to mee as to the Lioneffe, in bequeathing me one princely 
fonne, I might then haue exclaimed on Deftenie, if I had 
loft him, and not haue difclaimed delight, in that I euer 
lack him. But thou art like the veruen (Nature) poyfon 
one wayes, and pleafure an other, feeding me with grapes 
in ihewe lyke to Darius Vine, but not in fubftance, lyke 
thofe of Vermattdou. Thou art a partiall miftreffe, pleafed 
in thy fecrecie, peremptorie in thy feueritie. But why 
blame I Nature, and accufe not Fortune 5 flie is the mi- 
ftreffe of tymc, and the minifter of tiranny, fupplanting 
Nature in fome things, and defert in all things. But why 
blame I Fortune, who is only actiue in mutabilities of e- 
ftate, not in hidden caufes of Nature. You are they 
(O Deftenies) whome neyther teares may attaint, prayers 
perfwade, vowes preuent, or fighes prouoke: you haue made 
Nature a ftepdame, ordayned Fortune my foe, and by your 
fecret influence, haue preuented my defired fauours. 

Alas 
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Alas poore vnhappie Ladie, borne to neglect, bewitched 
with neceflities, why Hue I to b£e a byword of the world 
for my barrainefle S O my Soule, were Death as partial), 
as thou impatient, he could not be fo forward to deftroy, as 
thou to dye. In this fort with many bitter fighes, (he ab- 
ruptlie finifhed, warning her louely vifage with lukewarme 
teares, beating her amiable breads with bitter ftrokes, till 
finally lhee burft out into this ftnall outrage. Well you 
heauens, fince you neglect me, I refpect you not, if God 
vouchfafe me no fonne, the Deuill fend me one, fo, though 
my woomb be wretched in bearing, yet happely I fhall ef- 
cape the fcandale of vn fruitful nes. 

Aubert not able to endure any longer to heare her la- 
ment, brake off her impious difcourfe by his vnexpefcted 
prefence, where beholding his beloued Editha bathed in 
teares, fubdued with fighes, and bluming for that fhe was 
bewrayed, he thus began to comfort her. 

Ah my EDITHA, the Creature muft not warre with the 
Creator, nor expostulate vnkindnefl"e with God, who be- 
ftoweth mercies for good deferts, and miferies for neglect 
of duetie, he is not tyed to our will, but we ordered by his 
power, fooner fauouring thofe by whome hee is feared, 
than fuch who would force Deftenie, which will not be de- 
frauded. What though my Princeffe thou art Childleue, yet 
art thou not comfortlefle Q . What though as yet difpouened of 
a Sonne, yet not difappointed of thy hope? The Trees 
that are longeft in growth, are fafteft in mote, where as 
Flowres haue but their mornings flourifh, and their eue- 
ntngs funeral!. Thou art yet yong, and meete for increafe, 
faire and fit for fancie, ordained before thou be a Matron, to 
become a Mother. Frollick Editha, me thincks I fee a 
Babe fucking at thefe breaftes, an Infant dallying in 
this bofome, and a Sonne, who fhall pay thee with as 
many fmiles, as thou haft been pained with millions of 
fighes: fo faying, hefweetlie embraced her, and finding a fit 
oportunitie wherein both he and fhe might communicate their 
B 3 fancies, 
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fancies, he dried vp the teares from her eyes with his kiffes, 
and foulding his amies about her necke, left fuch a pledge 
with her of her moll defired pleafure, that as the mod Hifto- 
riographers auerre, hee in that place begat her with childe. 
After many their delicious encounteries, and interchaunge of 
affections, they both of them arofe and went to horfe, and were 
no fooner iffued fro the thicket, but they met with their whole 
traine, who prefented the Duke and Dutches with the pray 
they had taken, which kind couple in returning homewards 
with, priuie fmiles difcouered their pleafant paftimes. The 
Duke reioycing to fee his Princefle merrie, Editha ioyfull in 
that Ihe hoped to be a mother. 

How Aubert by tlie eommaundement of Pepin King of 
Fraunce, was vpon his returtiefent to warre in the ayde 
of tlie Loraynes agaitift tht Vcrmandois, and how at his 
returns from the warre, Robert his fonnewas borne, who 
for his viUanies was furnanted the DiueU. 

NO fooner was Aubert returned to his Court, but cer- 
taine meifengers faluted him with letters of credence 
from King Pepin, crauing his ayde in the behaife of 
the Loraynes againlt Vermandoies. The noble Duke be- 
ing naturally inclined to famous exploitcs, not effeminate 
pleafures, reioyced at this occafion, and taking kinde leaue of 
his DutchefTe, he leuied his men at armes, marching by long 
iornies fo fpeedilie, till at laft he arriued where both the bat- 
tailes were pitched in fight of one another, his prefent aflif- 
tance encreafed the hope of the Loraynes, and ruinated the 
hearts of the Vermandoies, who thvt night diflodged them 
felues in fecret, feeking all occasions of delay, whereby they 
might either weaken their enemie, or ftrengthen their armie. 
Fiue moneths and more dallied they the time with light fkir- 
mifhes, wherein Fortune now fmiled on the one part, now 
laughed on the other, but Aubert who detefted delates, and 
by their protraction fufpefted their policie, fo incefiantly in- 

cenfed 
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cenfed the armie of the Loraynts, that finally they difolued ei- 
ther to decide the controuerfie in fight, or die in the enterprife : 
fo that following y* Vermandous, Into what place foeuer they 
withdrewe themfelues, at laft they inclofed the Enemie in a 
falre plaine encompafled with high hills, where was neither 
hope of Sight, nor expectation of delay, whereupon both the 
aduerfarie hoafts vpon a prefixed day encountered, where the 
Lormynes had the victorie, lofing onelyfixe hundred men in the 
battatle, and the VermandoUs, befide thofe that were taken 
prifoners, loft the flower of their Nobilitie, befide nine thou- 
fand Commoners who fell in that fight. But Auberts cou- 
rage was of no fmall expectation in this encounterie, for with 
his owne hand he flewe the Generall on the aduerfe parti e, 
and renting the Colours from the ftaffe, trampled it vnder the 
feete of his horfe in contempt of his maligners. The Loraines 
in this fort being Lords, after they had raunfomed their pri- 
foners, and concluded their peace, returned to their countries, 
and AUBERT no lefle inriched than honoured, returned to his 
Chie of Roan, where difcharging his traine of Soutdiers, hee 
intended his accuftomed pleafures. 

But Editha during the abfence of her hufband, was fo for- 
tunate and fruitfull after their laft intercourfe, that fhe increa- 
fed daylie, and at laft the qukkmng babe in her worn be, depri- 
ued her of all her wonted fufpect: but at fuchtimeasy* Duke 
was returned, and the appoynted time of her deliuerie expec- 
ted, the heauens intimating fome prodigious fequell, were af- 
flicted with con tinuall thunders, the earth fliooke as if amazed 
at Nature, the lightnings flafhed with great furie, and midft 
all thefe Commotions Editha was brought a bed of a fonne, 
who by his fathers ordinance was in great pompe carried 
to the Church of S. Owens in Roan, and chriftened by the 
name of Robert. This infant in his fwathing cloutes, gaue 
certaine teftimonie of his future outrages, for being borne 
beyond the cuftome of nature with all his teeth, according to 
the opinion of the Historiographers, was tnchaunted, for in 
ftead of drawing nutriment from his Nurfe, hee bit off her 

nipples, 
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nipples, and being kified in the cradle by the Ladie of San/er- 
nes, hee bit off her nofe ; in his foode he was rauenous ; in his 
faihions & behauiour rigorous; in Head of his infantly cries, 
vfed feuere fmiles, planting in his parents more occalion of 
fufpition, than caufe of hope. At feauen yeares of age his mo- 
ther diligently intending his amendes, fought out a man of 
good life and great learning, who might inflxuct him in the 
feare of GOD, and refolue him in the fecrets of Arts, fhe ac- 
companied him with his equalles in birth, his companions in 
ftudie, leauing no meanes vnfought to reclaime him, nor per- 
fwafions vnapplied to reforme him : but as the Oke fooner 
brcaketh than boweth, and the Sallowe being bowed in the 
twig is crooked in the tree: fo Robert by nature inclined to 
vice, coulde in no wife bee induced by aduice ; hee was in wit 
pregnant, but applied the fame to loofenes, reioycing as much 
at diuelifhnes as other in their doftrine ; in reading the Poets 
he defpifed the precepts of worth, and delighted in the poems 
ofwantounes; hee was eloquent, but in impietie; diligent, 
but in mifchiefe, hauing nothing in more eilimate than mur- 
ther, flying nothing more earneftly than modeftie: and in re- 
gard of this his intemperance, it was by fome fuppofed that 
his mother at fuch time as he was begotten was inchaunted ; 
each one feeing his inclination fled him as a Serpent, his e- 
quals he banifhed from him with bu Actings, his elders with 
reuilings, hauing neither feare of God nor regarde of godli- 
nes. If his mother wept to fee his wretchedneffe, he became 
more wicked : if Aubert fought to reconcile him with good 
counfailes, he laboured the more to defile himfelfe with larce- 
nies and cruelties, yea fuch and fo many were his mifchiefes, 
that it was wondered at, y* the earth did not fink vnder him in 
refpect of his vngratioufneffe, no one of his fellowes efcaped 
from him vnwounded. Hearing his Tutor one day difcour- 
fing vpon the nature of Cieuta, he gaue diligent attention to 
his doctrine, and finding out the fimple, he prepared the fame 
according as hee was mftructed, and prefented it to his ma- 
fters fonne a childe of rare towardneffe, who no fooner tafted 

thereof. 
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thereof, but with vehement and bitter agonies gaue vp the 
ghoft : the father wonderfully aftonifhed at this action, and 
inquiring the caufe of him with many pitifull bemonings, he 
receaued this anfwer. 

Mailer (fayd he) I haue but put in practife that which you 
haue taught me in precept, and fince I find you a man of fuch 
credite, I will boldly write vnder your \eSonprobaium eft: he 
was naturally inclined to intort all good principles of Philo- 
fophy, and to apply the eameft fecrets of antiquitie to notable 
infolencie ; hee diflemblcd moft holines when hee was irreli- 
gious, fuppofing it vertue to inuent finne, and fliame to be ig- 
norant in finne: his prouident Tutor knowing (as the Pro- 
uerbe runneth) the Tree by his fniite, the Lyon by his naile, 
and the Crocadile by his teare, knowing by daylie experience 
that too much impunitie is the caufe of too much impietie, that 
it is eafier to flop the riuer in the fpring, than withftand it in 
the ftreame, that the Lyon reftrayned being a whelpe, is trac- 
table in his greatefl yeares; that Cuftome was a meane, if 
not to fubdue, yet to alter Nature, thought good by crueltie 
to correct that, which by lenitie hee could not confound : for 
which caufe feeing that gentle admonition preuailed nothing, 
he exchanged his ftrift perfwafions to ferae lookes, his found 
rudiments to fharp rigor, hoping to recouer that by difpling, 
which he could not reforme by difcipline. But as their labour 
is fruflrate who feeke to bring Caucafus into a ptaine, to be- 
reaue India of gems, Candia of oyles, Cochint of pepper, or 
Hibla of honey: fo where the vnreformable worke of Na- 
ture is grounded in peremptorie wickedneffe, it is impoffible 
either to deftroy or difanull the effects thereof, according to 
the opinion of the Poet: 

Naturam expellas furca licet vfq, recurrit. 
For, giuing him ordinarie correction at one time for an erro- 
ntous offence which he had committed, in (lead of fubmimon 
and acknowledgement of his mifdeedes, he intentiuely im- 
ployed himfelfe to murther, and finding his Maifler one day 
afleepe, he priuily tooke his penknife and cut his throate, 
C fmiling- 
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fmilingly concluding his impietie in this fort. 
Ills mild feriendux aper. 
But as they that paint the Image of Venus (haddowe her 
excellence, by depicturing her backe parts, pretending either a 
fecret infinuation of their owne admiration, or her mighti- 
nes; fo in laying thefe loofe colours of ROBINS mifgouer- 
nance, I rather inforce wounder in my felfe to write them, 
than credite with thofe that (hall reade them, who conuerung 
and daylie reading the Norman antiquaries, (hall finde farre 
more of his youthly infolence, than is here fet downe, euery 
way beyond beleefe, yet no way differing from the trueth. 

How Duke Aubert and Editha called Robert their fonne to 
the Court, where by his mothers perfwafion he was ad- 
mitted to the Order of Knighthood. 

THe rumour of the yong Princes outrages were no (bo- 
ner fpred throughout the Court, but Aubert heauelie 
agreeued at his fonnes mifdeedes, and EDITHA becom- 
rning welny defperate of his amends, with beauie hearts cal- 
led the yong man to their prefence, where the olde man (hew- 
ing the feueritie of a Prince in his lookes, but the finceritie of 
a father in his laments, began in this manner to fchoole his 
fonne, whiltt Editha was wholly giuen ouer to forrow. Vn- 
gracious and vngodly yong man (fayd he) who in thy cradle 
portended thy future indifcretion, and in the ripenes of thine 
age (hewed the ratlines of thy nature, that makeft my title of 
fignorie, thy priuiledge of fume, and my lawe, the occafion of 
thy loofenes: Is this thy reward for thy mothers care? thy 
care for thy fathers comfort, to exempt thy felfe of all grace, 
to exemplifie in mee all griefe. Ahlas haples Prince that I 
am, reduced to al extreames, (bould I punifh thee according 
to thy finne, I (hould depriue my felfe of mine onely fobce, 
and in not punifhing thy raurthers, I am as it were agent in 
thy mauacres. Oh vaine youth, if thy ftudies were anfwe- 
rable to thy eftate, and thy wifedome equall to thy wit, thou 
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mightft perceaue that thy defafter is the defolation of this E- 
ftate, and the more my people hope of fucceffion, fo much 
they feare thy fatall confufion. The Cockatrice killed in the 
Ihell, quelleth not being a Serpent: the Tyger tamed being 
a whelpe, teareth not being growne great; and were there 
hope to reftraine thee beeing young, there were fome better 
hope of regarde in thine age. But as Semvramis miracu- 
lous birth, fhewed her meruailous burial!; fo thy vnreuerent 
behauiours in thefe yeares, are very Oracles of thy tyrannies 
in time to come, fo that reafon councelleth me rather to cut 
thee off in the twig, than indure thee in the tree. Oh curfed 
youth, I fee by thy careleffe fmiles, the contempt of my coun- 
failes, and woe bee to the time that I begat thee, fince wilful! 
ignorance doth fo much beguile thee: but ftay thy hand, or 
loofe thy head, trouble me no more with fuch complaints, leaft 
I cut thee fhort in thy complots ; and fince thou art negligent 
of my rudiments, affure thy felfe I will be vnnaturall in my 
reuenge. After he had expoftulated with him in this manner, 
he fodainly departed, and entered his priuie Clofet, where as 
he fat fo amazed with griefe, and amated at his vngraciouf- 
nefie, as had not Editha followed him, and with amiable per 
fwafions, animated him with hope, he had furely in that cxta- 
fie miferably ended his old yeares. But Robert in (lead of re- 
penting his offences, began to renewe his follies, quarrelling 
with his fathers guard, in fuch maner, that euery man know- 
ing his natural inclination, fled his companie as being a mon- 
fter among men. If any graue olde man came neere him at- 
tempting to counfaile him, after hee pretended fome diligent 
attention for a while, he fodainly tooke out his knife, and cut 
of his beard : fatiflying the partie wronged with this Ironkall 
reafon: 

Qua fuperfiua firnt, abfcindtttda futit. 
Whilcft in this manner he mifgouemed himfelfe among 
the Courtiers, Editha was not vnbufied in the Clofet, but fo 
laboured her hufband by intreaties and teares, that (fince RO- 
BERT her fonne was about 21. yeares of age, and able tobeare 
C 2 armes) 
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armes.) he at laft cofented to grant him the Order of Knight- 
hood, alleaging thefe reafons, that honours are the fpurres of 
vertue, and natures that are forward in wjckedneffe, by con- 
ueriing with the vertuous are reformed; nought left fhe vn- 
fought that might infinuate, nothing vnreported that could 
perfwade. To bee breefe, the prefixed day of his Knighthood 
was appoynted, & his amies were deliuered him : the Nobles 
of the Countrie were affembled, the Ladies were orderly en- 
uitcd: neither did Aubert fpare any coft to fhewe his magnifi 
cence,orEDlTHAanycoiinfailestoreformeROB£RTSmind,but 
calling him apart into her priuie Chamber, fhe began in this 
manner to aduife him. 

If my fecret complaints (thou finfull yong man) had not 
more effect to mittigate the heauens, than to mooue thee, I 
would drie them vp and defie thee, but fince they are pitious 
and refpecT: prayers, I will weepe for thee to winne them to 
thee, in hope they will be as fauourable in mercie, as I am for- 
ward in moane : Oh more obftinate than the Northern wind, 
more indurate than y e hard Marble, more cruell than y* Libian 
Lyonefle, more peruerfe than y'Lidian tyrant ; thou haft open 
eares to conceauc mifchiefe, but a dull heart to confider of mo- 
deftie, I fee thy repyning lookes, thy reprouable leudnes, thou 
defpifeft to heare my prayers, or harbor my precepts. Ah Ro- 
BlN,hath the care of obedience no force, the credite of a mother 
no fauour, or art thou proude to fee me wofull, or pleafed to 
feeke out my wretchedneffe 5 Thou knoweft that by nature 
thou art neere me, that thy follie is my fall, thy vaine deedes, 
my very vndoing: if then thou haue care of my life,yeeld fome 
refpeft vnto my leffons; thou art now ftept in yeares, & haft 
judgement to difcerne errors, now call thy felfe home, and re- 
cord thine olde wickedneffe, amende thy life, meditate on thy 
ioofenes, cart a reyne on thy nature, conceit the reafon of 
nurture, better is a meane life in vertue, than an high eftate in 
vice: Haft thou offended in thy youth? the mifdeede is or- 
dinarie: Wtlt thou amend in age? oh the aftion is honorable: 
I coniure thee my fonne by thefe deuout teares, by thefe de- 
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uote intreates, by the name of thy mother, by the neceflitie of 
obedience, to exchange thyexceffe to mediocritie; thymurther 
to modeftie, thy vntowardneffe to ftaiedneffe, and prepare thy 
felfe to accept the Order of Knighthood which thy father will 
beftowe on thee on to morrowe day, being the feaft of the na- 
tiuitie of S. IoHN BAPTIST, for armes I will fumifh thee, for 
attendants I will fend them thee, onely prepare thy felfe pre- 
sently to watch in the Abbey of S. PETERS, (at this day called 
S. Owens in Roan) and bethinke thee fo to behaue thy felfe, 
that thy father may haue comfort and I content. 

Robert by fome naturall inftinct being attainted by thefe 
feminine complaints, and friendly perfwafions, feemed in 
fome fort to relent, and fuffered his mother to arme him, and 
with fome attendants departed to the Abbey to perforate his 
vigill. But when all were departed, and he left alone, and Lu- 
cina cleereliefmiling on the candles of the night, ganbeautifie 
with her fparkling brightnefie the diffufed darkenefle of the 
Center, Robert more vigilant in vilanie, than valiant in ver- 
tue, fodainly iffued out of the Church, and fecretly ftealing in- 
to the Suburbes, trauailed a whole league into the fields, fee- 
king fome fubieft whereon to execute his preteded iniurie: at 
laft he arriued at a Nunnerie diftant one league from Roan, 
at this day called Lefalk de damoifelles, where he entered, and 
calling the Lady Abbeffe before him, he commanded and con- 
jured her in fuch fort by threatnings, that (he brought all her 
yong Nunnes before him, and thofe that were bed ridden hee 
made them bee brought, then immodeftly ftripping them na- 
ked, he made choyce of the faireft, a virgin of mightie conftan- 
cie, who being wboly addicted to Chaftitie, and feeing his na- 
turall churlifhnefle, by all meanes polTible fought to diuert 
that by humble fuite, which he had contriued to effect in hor- 
rible fecrecie: But hee whofe heart was rather hardened 
than mollified by perfwafions, in fteade of tendering her 
complayntes toare off her attyre, and dragged her by 
the heare of the head into a fhady Wood neere adioyning. 
It would haue made a flintie hart to flow with teares to fee 
C 3 the 
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the miferable mayden, her comely locks fliadowing her naked 
iimmes, how lifting vp her delicate hands to the heauens, and 
powring foorth delicious teares on her beating bofome, (he 
implored helpe, fhe complayned her harmes, how (he refilled 
eucn in conqueft, & Teemed loth to differ that fhe muil needly 
fuffer. But the cruell caitiffe, careleffe of God, forgetful! of 
goodnes, giuen ouer to finne, made fubiect to lhame, neyther 
moued by intreaties, nor allured to truce, wretchedly de- 
flowred her, and hearing how inceffantly fhe called for mer- 
cie at his hands, and expoftulated for reuenge with the hea- 
uens, he cut off both her papps, through the agonie whereof, 
the gentle religious Lady gaue vp the ghoft. 

The blond fucking wretch hauing in this fort fatiffied his 
lewd luft, embrued in the purple drops of the murthered La- 
dy, haftely returned to the Citie, imploying all his labours 
and ftudie, how to inuent new lamentable ftratagems: no 
fooner did the mornings rofeate coatch beawtifie the Eaft 
with vermelion rednefle, and the faire breathing Steeds of 
the Sunne mount aboue the bofome of Oceanus, but each 
noble peere apparrailed in ritch attire, his horfle trapped with 
coftly caparifons, attended before the Pallace gate, till the 
Duke mould iffue to feruice, great was the folemnitie that 
day throughout the Citie. The Ladyes were glorious in 
their attires, the louers gorgeous in their trayne, there wan- 
ted nothing that might delight the eye, or content the eare. 
Among the reft, Robert by his Mothers aopointmet was ar- 
med, & ritchly apparrayled anew, & after his Father, with the 
reft of his Nobilitie, had heard Maffe in the Minfter, by gene- 
ral! appointment he was fent for by the beft Nobles of the 
land, who certifying him of his Fathers pleafure, and how he 
attended his comming, he anfwered, that he was a hungry, 
and wanted his breakfaft, & that he would not loofe the fame 
for tenne of the beft Knighthoods in all Normandy. Long 
trauaile, and much perfwafion vfed thefe princely Nobles to 
perfwade him thence, till at laft bringing him into the pre- 
fence of his Father, he had with all folemnitie the accolade, 
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and was commanded to kniele downe to receiue the order of 
Knighthoode, at fuch time as his Father lifted vp the fword 
to performe the reft of the Ceremonie, he ioyfuHy rofe vp, 
and drew his weapons, and had not fome more aduifed flayed 
his hand, he had affuredly Aayne his Father. A certaine noble 
man offering the Spurre, he anfwered htm ridiculoufly in 
this fort, 

Nou /utii tantus ceffator vt calcaribus indigeam. 
In thefe vndecent and diforderly demeanors, this vnhappy 
yong man fpent the florifhing time of his yeares, hauing ney- 
ther regard of perfbn, norrefpect of place. At the Triumph, 
his defire was rather to driue his horfe into the throng, where- 
by he might tread men downe, than breake his launce againft 
his aduerfarie in the open lilies, fuch is y* corruption of mans 
nature without the efpeciali affiftance of the almighty. But 
lead through tedioufneffe I detayne you in reporting his Fa- 
thers perfwafions, his Mothers precepts, the Nobles coun- 
fayles, the Ladyes curtefies, I will heare leaue off to fpeake 
of the Triumphs, returning to fpeake of his manner of life, 
after he had receiued the honor of Knighthoode. 

How Robert the Deuil tooke the ftrong Caftel of Turnigue 
which his Father had builded in defence of his tflati, 
and of certayne of his riots he made againft fome of 
the inhabitants of the Countrey. 

THE ftrong Caftell of Tomide, (that very Turnigue that 
flouriiheth at this day) not only for the ferenitie of the 
aire, and the amenitie of the countrey: among all the 
efpeciali boulds of Normandy as held in moft accompt, but 
■Alio is bell defenced. This ftrong Caftell and Fort was firft 
builded by Au BERT againft theinuafionsof the Brittons, where 
he repofed his greateft warlike prouitions, and the moft part 
of his Treafurie, and was afterward ceafed vpon by this vn- 
happy ROBERT his forme, who gathering together the moft 
part of all the difiolute perfons of the countrey, kept this 
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ftrong place for many yeares, fpoyling the inhabitants round 
about, burning their houfes, rauifhing their wiues, and com- 
mitting fuch murthers, as it was imagined, that Nature had 
ordayned him and his wicked crew, for the only monfters of 
his time: and as a little brooke affifted by land waters, and 
low grounded, extendeth it felfe at laft to a huge Riuer, fo 
this riotous company at the firft exceeding not the number of 
30. grew at laft to a multitude of murtherers, theeues, pa- 
tricides, & fratricides, fo that he who had committed any ca- 
pitall offence in the countrey, inferted himfelfe into the num- 
ber of Roberts followers, who becomming about 4000. 
ftrong, made all the neighbours round about them amazed 
at their mifchiefes: neither had they regard of age, or reli- 
gion, or refpeft of nation or alliaunce, but what fo beft plea- 
fed their appetite, or moft appcafed their auarice, all that was 
facred in their cenfure, and lawfull in their lewdneffe. Many 
were the cries of hapleffe Mothers, whofe babes were mur- 
thered in their bofomes: many the teares of tender Dam- 
failes, inforced in their flourc of youth: many the poore, whofe 
fmall poffeflions were rauifhed by the iniuries of the migh- 
tie, whilft Robert fitting aloft as the head of Confufion, fur- 
fetting in his exceffe, accompted riot for righteoufneffe, his 
dronkards for his diuines, his murtherers for his mates, his 
blafphemers for his boord companions. Oh the horror and 
confufion of thofe times, where iniquitie was held for equi- 
tie, and diuelifhnes accompted defert. In religious houfes 
this Deuill of a man, and diueltfh man, in (lead of reueren- 
cing the learned, rid them of their Hues; for at Ambois he 
entered a Monaftery of Minorites, and cutting off the fat- 
eft Friers heads, he pitched them vpon powles, caufing the 
verieft knaue to carrie the croffe, and the reft apparrelled in 
Coapes, to tune a diuelifh Dirge of impietie. From others 
he tooke away by violence their ritches, faying as IuliaN the 
Apoftata did after him, that ritches did hinder them from the 
enterance into the Kingdome of Heauen. Thofe of his trayne 
who were moft tirannous, he moft highly rewarded, and fuch 
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as did fweare moft, might fpend moft. Great were the cla- 
mours of the poore, the cryes of the oppreffed, the complaints 
of the fatherleffe, the weepings of the widdowes, the father 
for his child, the child for his father, the mother for her fonne, 
the fonne for his mother. 

Nee quicquam nifi vulnus erat, cruor vndiqt manat. 
In an Abbey neere to Liffeux he entered and flew all the 
Monks, in that they would not (hew their treafures, and fin- 
ding foure Pilgrimes kneeling at a Croffe, he cut off their 
heads, faying, they could neuer dye in better mindes. Mee- 
ting with the Bifhop of Caen ritchly mounted vpon a Moyle, 
attired in his ritcheft furniture, he difmounted him, faying, 
he referued that beaft to a better vfe than that a beaft fliould 
beftride it. Such and fo many were his vnworthy attempts, 
without all expectation of amendment. 

Of the horrible murther which Robert the Deuill com- 
mitted vppon the £o«/0/"Beaumount. 

dwelled at that time, wherein Robin fur- 
id the Deuill accuftomed to exercife thefe 
eteftable injuries, a noble Norman Gentle- 
furnamed for his fayre Caftell fake the 
e of Beaumount, neere to Turingue. 
This Gentleman had taken to Wife the daughter of the 
Countie GouRDON, a Gentlewoman of ineftimable beawtie, 
who after her efpoufals, being conducted with great folem- 
nitie to her hufbands Caftell, was by Robins efpialls fur- 
prifed in the way, and being bound both her felfe and her 
hufband, was brought to the hapleffe manfion of this wret- 
ched murtherer, where the difordinate tyrant beholding the 
beawtie of the Ladle, her yong yeares, her faire face, he firft 
tmprifoned her hufband in the dungeon of the Caftell, and 
burning in difordinate defire, fought all meanes poffible to 
perfwade her vnto lewdnes: but fhe neyther refpecting life, 
or expecting libertie, and careleffe of her harmes, in regard 
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of her honor, in ftead of dalliance, accufed him of diueliih- 
nes, and tempering her fweete lookes with a blufhirig feue- 
. ritie, fhe reproued him in this fort 

Whereat aimeft thou fo much thou vngracious tirantS 
if to bereaue me of mine honour, thou art impious : if to rid 
me of my life, I am pleafed : for one of thefe extreames muft 
I expect of one fo infolent. The Crane and Kite agree not, 
and yet Birds: the Swordfilh, and Whale, are at enmitie, 
and yet Fifties: SATURNE, and VENUS, accord not, and yet 
Planets: neyther may the vicious agree with the vertuous, 
although both be reafonable creatures. Oh Prince, I deteft 
thy courfe, I lament thy inconftancie, to fee the hope of Nor- 
mandy, the ruine of Normandy: if libertie haue fo great pre- 
rogatiue with thee, to murther at thy pleafure, to rauifh as 
thou likeft, go rid thy Father of his right, who may better 
fuffer, in that he brought vp fuch a plague, and leaue vs poore 
innocents, who deferue no punifhment. My Lord and I are 
coupled by loue, counited by vertue, allyed by holie Matri- 
monie, and wilt thou feuer thofe whome God hath coupled 9 
no cruell man, though thou prefume to feparate bodies, thou 
haft no portion of our Soules: though thou tyrannize ouer 
our Hues, thou art no maifter of our loues: come, practife thy 
crueltic: I fee thine eyes fwolne with fenfualitie: I fee thy 
hands trembling to attempt: I marke each lineament of na- 
ture, combating in it felfe, till thou haft exercifed thy tirannie : 
but flay not, if I muft be excrutiate, martir me: if thou wilt 
furfet on blood, glut thy felfe, for my body (vngratious man) 
whilft thefe hands feme to wraftle, and limmes vouchfafe to 
retift thee, thou (halt not defile it; and if inhumanitie ex- 
ceedes fo farre in thee, as thou intended luft to the vtte- 
raunce, affurc thy felfe, my inceflant complaints {hall fo fol- 
licite the heauens, that fooner ihall they diflblue to nothing, 
before I differre to curffe the. But (partiall and peruerfe 
young Prince) this maketh thine iniufticc more manifeft, 
in that thou punifheft my hufband, who haue deferued no 
daunger, and differreft to reuenge thee on her, whofe too 
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fayre lookes haue bereft thee of thy fenfes: oh fuffer him to 
depart in peace, and detaine me in penurie: let not the in- 
nocent be helde for nocent, nor fuch as haue not wronged 
thee, fuffer wrong by thee: Lo, I affift this laft prayer with 
pittlfull teares, thys humble fuite with bitter fighes: oh 
be thou pliant in this, though peremptorie in all other 
things. 

Thefe her lamentations accompanyed (he with fuch mo- 
ufng paffions, as if her foule intended whatfoeuer her bo- 
die had enacted, and lyke a weake Champion, entering 
the Liftes with a cruell warriour, feemeth forward to re- 
fill, though feeble to reuenge: fo this noble daughter of the 
Countie Gourdon though fhe fawe no meanes to oucr- 
preffe her enemye, yet in what ihe might, fhe indeuoured to 
refift him, but ROBERT lyke an vnmeafurable rock, groun- 
ded in the Ocean with inremouable power, refitted all the 
fhowers of her teares, and ftormes of her fighes, feeming 
rather more feueare after her complaints, than before he 
was refolutc; and calling foorth her hufband, in the prefence 
of his new efpoufed Bride (who being bound, could no 
wayes afiift hym but with her couragious comforts) hee 
caufed his limmes peecemeale to bee chopped off, and 
twixt euery torment, continually laboured eyther to per- 
fwade the Ladle to lone, or her hufband to commaund her 
to luft. But the young Gentleman feeling the torments 
Infufferable, and fearing his toongs default, bit off the 
fame, depriuing the cruell rauifher the meanes of further 
hope, and his Wife occafion of hazarding her honour. 
Which when the tyrannous Prince perceyued, he increa- 
sed his cruelties: in mldft of which extremitie fayre Emine 
(for fo was the Ladle called) cryed out in this fort to her 
hufband: Ah BBOMOND, the Conqueft is welny nnifhed, 
and looting thy lyfe, thou hail purchafed thy immorta- 
litie. Be bolde noble young man, the deuine fpirit fhall 
florifh, when this earthly drofie fhall vanifh: and though 
wee are feparated on earth, we fhall be vnited in the hea- 
D 2 uen. 
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uen. Oh condigne merit of thine S oh kinde token of thy 
loue c thou haft fupplyed my weakeneffe by thy conftan- 
cie, and hauing attayned the goale of griefe, thou art euen 
now entering the gates of glory. Oh bleffed Soule, if de- 
uine eyes may brooke impieties, ftay and behold my (lay 
edneffe; whofe tormentes, were they fane more then my 
Beamonds, can be nothing, fo I preferue my felfe inuiolate. 
ROBERT like an enraged Lion, giuen ouer to rage and mur- 
ther, hauing fhortned the dayes of the hufband, began now 
to attempt the wife, and whilft his curfed crew animated 
and egged him on, feeing no meanes poffible to accom- 
plifh his loofe and vnbridlcd luft, he fheathed his fword in 
her entrails, who mildly giuing vp the ghoft, fuffered her 
death with more then manly courage. 

How Aubert -under/landing of the rebellious outrages of 
his fotttte, after fame meffagts, caufed free pardon to 
be proclaimed for tkoje who fhould depriue him of 
his life. 

THe noyfe of thefe notorious cruelties were no fooner 
bruited in the eares of Aubert, but he picked out cer- 
taine of his chofen Counfayle, and fent them vnto 
Turingue, commaunding them by kinde perfwafions or polli- 
cies to bring him to his prefence, who fo far foorth indeuored 
themfelues on the way, thinking to accomplifh their Princes 
commaund, that they arriued at the Caftell, where after 
certaine counfailes debated on both parts, Robert vtterly de- 
nied obeifance, faying, that his Father was but the fhadowof 
gouernance, himfelfe the fubftance, the one more fitter for hts 
header,, than a battaile, himfelfe as nimble at a laffe, as in the 
liftes: he fhewed them his treafuries ftored with wealth, his 
vaults full of wynes, his halles full of cutthroates, his cham- 
bers full of concubines, and in ftead of rewards which are 
bellowed on the meffengers of Princes, he gaue each of them 
a halter, fwearing vnto them, that whofoeuer hereafter durft 
come and trouble himfrom the dotard his father fhould die the 

death. 



y Google 



fecond Duke of Normandy. 1 1 

death. With this vngodly anfwere and groffe intertainment, 
the meffengers returned to Aubert, who hauing the gates of 
his pallace peftered with the troopes of fuch as were injured, 
caft off the wonted femblance of a deare father, and prefented 
himfelfe like a feuere Iudge, cauftng it to bee proclaimed tho- 
rowout his Dominions, that whofoeuer could bring him the 
head of Robert his fonne, fhoulde haue pardon for the deede, 
and a rewarde for his labour. But fee the conftant hearts of 
faithfull fubiects, they rather endured domage, than fought 
his death; rather fupplied his lackes, than fought his life: It 
was lamentable to behold how the Princes Court was ex- 
changed to the Pallace of care; how in Head of recreation, he 
fought defolation, loathing his life, longing for death : Edi- 
THa like the picture of difpaire,clofed her felfeinher Chamber, 
nought was heard but moane in Head of melodie, forrowe in 
lieu of follace, complaint in place ofpompe: but with haples 
Robert it fared farre otherwife, for no fooner heard he of his 
fathers decree, but he animated his minifters to more malice ; 
in (lead of quailing, he fell to quaffing; of dread, he followed 
delight, leauing no meahes vnattempted whereby he might 
glorie in his vngodlines, there was no free paffage to any ci- 
tie, the Merchants were beaten and their goods taken from 
them, the Market wiues fpoyled, and their vi&ualls bereft 
them, fo that this flourifhing Dukedome feemed almoft de- 
cayed. Among the reft, a braue Courtier, fonne to the Duke 
of Conjlances, hauing a merueilous delight in the Chace, was 
ordinarily accuftomed to fport himfelfe in the Woods neere 
adioyning the Cattle of Turingue, and one vnfortunate day it 
was wherein it befell y* he was bufily following his game, at 
fuch time as Robin y* Diuell with his crew of cutthrotes dif- 
ported himfelfe in that Forreft likewife, the cries of y 1 hounds 
were heard on both fides, y c games were interchangably folo- 
wed,&byvnluckiemiffortuneitfofellout, y* the Huntfmc on 
both parts fell at debate, and fo long time fought it out, tilt 
both the Princes incountered one another in the hotteft of the 
furie : Prince Robert being naturally harebraind, and careles 
D3 of 
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of equitie, feeing how fome of his men were wounded, drewe 
his fword whileft the yong toward Gentleman on the other 
fide rated his feruants, and humbly offered fatiffaction for in- 
juries: but Robin in fteade of requiting him with the like 
courtelie, cut his head from his fhoulders, and mangling the 
fame hung it about the necke of the chiefeft Huntfman, and 
fent it as a prefent to his father; fo returning with his fol- 
lowers from out the Forreft, he entered his Cattle, (railing 
pleafantly at his fmfull pra&ife. The yong Princes feruants 
gathering vp the mangled members of their dead Matter, 
layed them vppon his horfe, and with many pitifull lamenta- 
tions brought the fame to their Duke and Matter, who lay 
not farre thence at the Caftle of Qonftances, who beholding 
that dreadfull fpe&acle, in Head of fatherly cries and fruitlefle 
complaints, hee hammered vppon reuenge, and arming him- 
felfe at affaye, hee gathered together fower thoufand men at 
armes the moll approoued and valiant of all his fignorie, and 
affembling them together before they were readie to march, 
he with ttearne vifage prefented before their eyes the murthe- 
red bodie of his oncly fonne, and with a grauitie accompanied 
with remorfe, he burft out into this vehement exhortation. 

Behold here a fpectacle my friends and fellowe Souldiers, 
a ruthfull fpe&acle for the father, a remorfefull defpight of 
you my fubiects, not enterprifed by a ftranger, who was pro- 
uoked by iniurie, but attempted by our neere neighbour, who 
was rather honoured than harmed, and before GOD what 
greater wickedneffe c what more impietie? If murther bee 
vnpunifhed among our felues; if thofewho fhould defend va 
lhall offend vs; if the priuiledge of a father fhall outcounte- 
nance all faith, why miftrutt wee not one another? why mur- 
ther wee not one another 1 why rob we not one another? If 
felfe fame fecuritie awaight the difobedient as the obedient, 
let vs catt off this communitie, defpife foueraigntie, where 
neither a man may be Lord of his owne goods, nor the father 
aflured of his owne fonne, nor the fubiefi in fafetie of his own 
life. Among the Ptrfians robberie was repayed with death, 
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oh my vnhappie Countrie, here murther is wincked at with 
remiiuon/ In Lacedevton the Prince might be impleaded by 
lawe, but in Normandy we are fpoiled by our Prince beyond 
lawe. But why ftand I ripping vp the ruthfuU difcourfe of 
many mifchiefes .' where this one iniurie fufficeth to incenfe 
vs, behold this haples yong ma flaine in y* prime of his yeres, 
murthered in the hart of his Countrie, flaine by the hand of 
Robert heire of Normandy, fee how his bleeding wounds 
ftirre vp reuenge, me thinkes I heare his groaning ghoft ex- 
clayming on me his father for reuenge, crying out vnto you 
my fubie&s for reuenge, whom I beteech as a father, & com- 
maund as a Gouernour to take pitie of thefe old yeares, your 
owne Lord hues to partake this common iniurie with me. 
Me thinkes I fee in your eyes fome teares of remorfe; but 
drie them vp my fubiects, it is bloud that muft requite bloud, 
and reuenge that muft repay iniurie. If you leaue me in my 
attempt I will profecute it; if you followc me and dye with 
me, you fliewe your obedience, you fhewe your courage, you 
fhewe your loue, you fhewe your loyaltie, you mall be deere to 
your Lord, who will dye for your fafeties: let the refolute 
therefore fweare reuenge on their fwords, wee haue Auberts 
warrant for our fafetie, wee haue rewardes prefixed for our 
warfare, followe me therefore and let vs finde out the mifcre- 
ant who hath fpoyled vs, and either dye or rid the worlde of 
this murtherer. After hee had difcourfed in this manner, the 
whole aflemblie fwore to followe him to the death, fo that 
each oneofleaitcxpeftationinforcedhimfelfetobeemoftfor- 
ward. The Duke caufed the bodie of his fonne to bee borne 
out of fight, and entombed with a rich and fumptuous fune- 
rall, and priuilie marching by night, he layd his me" in ambufh 
in the Wood neere adioyning the Caftle of Turittgue, waigh- 
ting the approach of the morning, at which time he afhtredly 
hoped to affwage his difpleafure. 

It* 



y Google 



The Hiftorie of Robert 

The bloodie and cruell battaile fought betweate the Duke 
o/'ConftancesflwoT Robert tlie Diuell and his traine, and 
what thereupon infued. 

AS foone as the watchfull morning had opened her 
purple gates in the Eaft, and difcouered her paltaces 
full of Rofes, and the Sunne adorned with a wreath 
of Chrifolites, began to (hake his deawie lockes lately wafh- 
ed in the bainc of Eurotas, Robin fumamed the Diuell called 
vp his companie of rakehels and commanded them to armes, 
where after they had glutted themfelues with their mor- 
nings refection, they marched on with mightie fhowtings, 
aftonifhing the Woods with their cryes, which when the E- 
fpials of the Duke apperceaued, they gaue their Lord a fe- 
cret intelligence, and each one prepared himfelfe to the fight. 
By this time had Robert with all his traine entered within 
the compaffe of the Ambufh, where fodainly the Duke of 
£"<»«/(*««commanded the allarum to bee founded, and couch- 
ing his fpeare ranne into the thickeft of the enemie, feeking 
on euery fide for the murtherer of his Sonne, if happelie hee 
mightefpiehtm. Prince ROBERT apperceauing the pretended 
treafon, arranged his men, & entering y' thickeft throngs, that 
each one wondered at his prowefle : he was a man of tall fta- 
ture, bigge boned, of a ftearne and maiefticall countenance, of 
much forwardnefTe and courage, and had his brutifh nature 
been anfwerable to his force and valour, affuredly he had been 
a man of high accompt euen at that time. Fatal! and bloodie 
was the fight on both fides, the one kindled by the iniurie they 
had receiued, the other combatting according to the prouerbe, 
Pro arts & focis: hope they had none of life but in their va- 
liant refift, and that which encouraged them the more, was 
the valour and boldnefTe of their Generall: which the Duke 
of Constance apperceauing, he gathered together thirtie of his 
moft braueft Caualiers, & with them all at one time aftailed 
Prince Robert. It was now about euentide, and the Princes 
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fouldiers were either al of the fore wafted or wounded, when 
the Duke by maine ftrength difmounted Robert, and gaue 
him a great and deepe gain in the thigh ; the Catiues that fol- 
lowed him feeing their m after diftreffed, defperatly fought his 
refcue, and were euery one of them put to the fword, onely 
Robert of himfelfe recouered a horfe, and fo valiantly conti- 
nued in his defence, till the darke night parted the Combat- 
tants, and he found conuenient meanes to auoyd the danger; 
the Duke of Qonjtances feeing the Enemie was hotly ouer- 
come, and that it was impoffible to followe the Prince, being 
moft expert in the fecret waies of the Wood, founded the re- 
treate, caufing the dead bodies of his Souldiers to be buried, 
and fending Aubert wordeof the bloodievi&orie attained a 
gainft his Tonne. 

Thus in triumph leaue we him, reioycing mightilie in his 
reuenge, and reforting with follace vnto his Caftle; and re- 
turne to Robert, who fore trauailed with his wounds, and 
hauing his horfe tired, ported with all fpeede he could poflible 
now this.way now that way, fearching for fome place of fecu- 
ritie where he might hide himfelfe from the enemie: but euill 
fortune purfuing him euery way, his horfe at laft tired vnder 
him, fo that he was conftrained to forfake his armes, and tru- 
fting onely to his fword to walke through the Forreft on foot ; 
many were his fighes, and bitter curfes, many his exclama- 
tions and complaints, whileft defolate Eccho the faithful! 
companion of fuch as be forrowfuli, vouchfafed fome pitifull 
replie in his penfluenes; but the great expence of blood, the 
long and wearie courfe of trauell, the cruell and daungerous 
purfute of his foes did not fumciently amaze him, but to the 
more increafe of his gricfe,a hidden affliction of the minde be- 
gan with fuch horror to attaint him, that he euery way grewe 
defperate. Oftentimes did he prepare himfelfe to complaine, 
but knewe fcarcely how to complaine, he felt himfelfe mortall, 
and that he was a man, he examined the chaunges of fortune, 
and bethought him on the caufes of his fall, neither knowing 
how to amend them they were fo infinite, nor reconcile him- 
E felfe 
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felfe he had Wen (b diffolute : and lifting vp his eyes to hea- 
uen,he beheld the Moonc performing her courfe, the Starres 
miniftring their dueties, and by their celeftlall beautie began 
with himfelfe to imagine the beautte of their maker, then cal- 
led he to remembrance the olde rudiments of his mafter, as 
touching the effence and power of God, the wonderfull work- 
manship of the heauens, the beautiful! order of the fpheares, 
the ftrange creation of man, the influence of the celeftiall bo- 
dies in thefe inferiour parts, and confidered that all ttunges 
were made by a determinate and inuiolable lawe limitted by 
prefcript of Nature, and that if in the earthly compact of man 
the imperfection and griefe of one member afflicted toe whole 
compact, much more a contrari etie in the powers both of foule 
and bodie threatned a confufion : Then called he to mind, that 
fince there was a Moouer which difpofed & ordered al things, 
fo in due ordinance of gouernment it was requifite too as hee 
preicrioed rewards for good deferts, fo he fhould alfo ordaine 
punimments for vice. Hereupon began he to meditate on the 
nature of Anne, the caufes of finne, and the effects of fume, 
and him thought that a voyce founded in his eare, the reward 
efjmtu is death. Oh how great was the horror and confufion 
of his foule at this tune, his burthen heauier than sEtna, his 
affliction more fiercer than may bee imagined, and fodainly a 
fhower of teares burft from his eyes, his heart was inflamed, 
his thoughts troubled, and the eye of reafon long time obfcu- 
red, at laft began to break foorth with ineftimable brightnefle, 
fo that falling downe on his knees, and thumping his woun- 
ded bread, he at laft in bitter termes entered into this extafie. 
I wonder thou maker of heauen at thy workmanfhip, & thy 
worthines is knowne by thy workes, I fee that thou art iuft 
in dealings, and I defperate through my delayes, I haue had 
a portion with the chiefeft creatures, but haue Employed it 
worfe than bruite beafts. Oh how my foule groaneth within 
me, and my inward bowells are greeued in my bodie. Lord 
thou haft made me, but I haue mattered me; thou haft faued 
me, I haue fhamed thee ; thou haft elected me, I haue rejected 
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thee; mine impenitence hath wrought thy impatience: oh en- 
ter not into the fulnea of my finne, leaft I aduenture the furie 
of thy fword, the vale of heauineffe ouerdaddeth me, the hope 
of heauehllnefie is clowded from me: Oh that the hils would 
fall vpon me, or that the depth might deuoure me : oh that I 
had neuer been borne, or had euer Wen better. Lord it is in - 
ftke, I merite condemnation, I deferue affliftion and no fa- 
uour, damnation 8t no preferuation, commination from thee, 
not combination with thee. Oh my foule groane for my fins, 
greeue at my fhames. Oh happie were my foule if griefe 
could fufttce: oh my foule, rent at thy vnrighteoufnefle, melt 
at thy murther, or happie were my foule if remorfe would fuf- 
fice; butmy portion is in thegraue, notamongtheiuft; amog 
the defiled ones, and not the reconciled ones ; I am heauy my 
God; but why call I him mine, whom I haue blafphemedS 
I am forie my God : as if forrowe would fatifrte the excefie of 
finne t Oh, no I am vnworthie to behold heauen, to conceaue 
hope, to intrcate merrie, to promife amends : but damnation, 
oh the bitter wound of damnation that threatneth me, that 
killeth me. 

In thefe defperate and forrowing tearmes fpent hee the 
moft part of the night, neither receauing fuftenance, nor in- 
ioying fleepe, his cleere complexion became pale, his ftrong 
limmes grewe lither, and hee that before time thought him- 
felfe more woorthie than the King of heauen, now thought 
himfelfe vnwoorthte to tread vppon the earth. By this time 
the memorie of his fmnes aflayled him anewe, and a hidden 
working from aboue difperfed the clowdie pafiions of his 
thought, in fuch manner as wee fte a faire and pleafant breath 
of whtde, which during the extreame heate of the Sunne, 
tempereth the furie of the fame, in which manner I leaue him 
till the morning. 

E 2 How 
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How a Hermit found Robin the Diuellfore wounded, and 
relieued him, confirming him in his repentance with his 
wonderfull perfuiajions, how he dealt with his followers, 
and his attended voyage to Roome. 

IHe day gan no (boner to difcouer, dimming the 
i brightneffe of the Starres with a more radiant 
[ clierenes, but an old Hermit who had fequeftred 
| himfelfe from the world, after hee had fayd his 
morrowe Maffe, walked abroad to take the aire, 
and as he trauailed through many beautifull paths, wherein 
he was accuftomed in great deuotion to meditate : at laft he 
arriued where Robert lay, altogether bathed in his bloud, 
and fo ouercome with difpayre, that he continually languished 
till it pleafed death to yeeld a final! period to his penfmenes. 
The good old man feeing his perfonage comely, his apparell 
courtly, his wounds deepe, his daunger great, approached 
more neere him, and reuiuing him with fountaine water, 
which fprong very neere at hand, hie brought him into fome 
remembraunce of himfelfe : at laft with much perfwafion 
he led him to his Hermitage, where after fome refection ta- 
ken, and his wounds bound vp, Robert began to breake out 
into thefe termes. 

Ah olde man, how fond art thou to fofter a viper in thy bo- 
fome, and a villaine in thy bed S why permitteft thou not that 
I fieepe with death, who am alreadie damned c . and may dye 
without mercie, who haueliued by nought but murther? The 
olde man amazed to heare his curfed melancholie, knowing 
that defperate wounds require moft of al yrkfome medicines, 
began thus. Ah my fonne, gather thy fpirits together, it is 
fondnefle in th6c to defire death, and policie in me to protract 
life ; by the one thou fhalt loofe occafion of repent ; by the o- 
ther recouer meanes of amendes: Thou art no viper my 
fonne, thy fting is blunted, and thefe deawes of teares thou 
powreft in my bofome, are fmewes and firings to drawe 
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thee to heauen : thou art not damned, for the knowledge of thy 
finne is a mighty ftep to thy repentance: thou canft not dye 
without mercy, fince thou wert bome in mercy, neyther will 
he that made thee to (hew his power, fuffer thee in thy repen- 
tance for to periih. Haftthou bin amurthererS agreatefcape 
my fonne, a breach of Commandement, a hainous finne: 
but is not God mercifull to forgiue beyond our conceit S He 
knew thee in thy Mothers woombe, and ordained thee to an 
end : he limited the dayes of thy life, and thine houres were 
not vnknowne vnto him, and all this was done by ordinance 
of his fecret will, and not without the mightie hand of his 
mercie. Thou hail caryed vncleane hands, borne a corrupt 
heart, been prodigall in difobedience, prone to contempt, thefe 
are the fruites of thy olde man, which fhew God what he is, 
and his mercy how great it is. Oh my Sonne, God is temp- 
ted as much in fufpeft of his mercie, as in neglect of his iu- 
ftice, for his mercie exceedeth all his works: I will teach 
thee, and my words fhall fauour vnto righteoufnes. The 
hand that gouerneth all things, is deuine: the works of God 
admit no limits, and his wayes are vnknowne: he ballan- 
ceth not finnes by our proportion, nor condemneth by worldly 
iudgement. Be confident therefore, and ferue the Lord in 
feare and trembling. Suppofe all things wicked that is in 
thee, and confette thy wickednes beyond meafure. Deleft 
that which thou haft purfued : be penitent in that thou haft 
defaulted. If the Lord looke vpon thee in mercie, thy foule 
fhall feele it, yea, thy raynes fhall waxe hote, and thy fpirit 
moued: neyther feare thou if terrour affayle thee beyonde 
meafure, for the hand is mightie that helpeth thee. Dread 
not my fonne, feare not, boldly difburthen thy minde of vn- 
cleannes, and powre out thy foule before thy God, and weepe 
with contrition, for in fo doing, allure thee thy teares are 
locked vp in his bottle : looke what is betweene the Eaft and 
Weft, fo farre will he feparate thy finnes from thee, if thou 
repent thee. Robert hearing hereof, began to gather hart, 
but calling to minde what he had before time heard of the 
E 3 learned 
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learned Clearks of Normandy, how there are Come fumes 
which are againft the holy Ghoft which are neyther forgiuen 
in this life, nor in the life to come, he began to beate his 
breaft, his eyes flared, his heare ftoode vpright, and as if he 
had Bemboes vi/ion, he began to caft away all hope of mer- 
cie, crying out in this manner, 6 etiam infpiritumfantlitmpec- 
caui; nulla reimffio, femfiterna condemnaHo. The ould man 
hearing this extreame allegation, caft himfelfe proftrate on 
his face, crying out vnto the heauens, O ab occultis criminibus 
libera nosdomine. Hold back my Sonne, thou art too forward : 
deferre to prefume on that fmne, which thou canft not define, 
neyther obiect that to thy felfe, which dependeth on the Iudge : 
thy deedes are written, but to God belongeth mercie. It is 
doubted, whether prefuming too much on the knowledge of 
hidden finne, be not fmne. But be thou aduifed by me, 
referre all to the Lorde, deteft all meanes that may (educe 
thy mind : arme thee with the fhield of faith : pray that thy be- 
liefe may be increafed : let all things feeme vile to thee in re- 
fpeft of true repentance, and thou fhalt finde the working of 
God beyond conceit: enter not into his Judgements, but 
cleaue vnto his mercies: if thou beeft tempted, pray vehe- 
mently: what though for a while thy Soule be dull and hea- 
uie 5 it is my Sonne for no other caufe, but to make thy ioy 
more fuller. What can be a more certayne proofe of mercie, 
than grace to deteft finne S or, how can man better ouercome 
finne, than by imploring mercie 5 But tell me what thou art, 
and thy courfe of life, that I may further counfell thee. 

Robert hearing this heauenly Hermit in how deuine fort 
he follaced him, began to gather hart, and tould him tfie or- 
der of his birth, the manner of his life, with other matters 
too tedious in this place to difcourfe of. And when the ould 
man was fully fattmed, he tould htm the waight of finne, the 
reward of finne, exemplifying to him the fruites of repen- 
tance, and in fuch manner fchooled him, that of a lewd young 
man, he reconciled him to a flayed and holie courfe of life, en- 
ioyning him for pennance to goe barefoote to Rome on Pilgri- 
mage, 
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mage, wearing at his back a cloth of hake. Robert after his 
ftay about feuen dayes with the Hermit, was in fome fort re- 
couered, and intending his foules health, befought the com- 
pany of the Hermit to his Caftell, where finding thofe his dif- 
folute mates who were left aliue, he firft by earneft periwa 
lions fought to reconcile them, and finding them ho wayes 
traceable, he put them all to death, as being vipers in his fa- 
thers common weale ; and locking vp the doores, he led the 
Hermit into his Treafury, where fhewing him the riches 
which he had taken from others, he humblie prayed him to 
refort vnto his Father and Mother, to prefent his fubmif- 
fion, and report his contrition, befeeching them to make re- 
ftitution to euery one whome he had wronged, and with bit- 
ter companion nee fo wafhed the poore Hermits head in 
teares, that the good olde man reioycing in fpirit, cryed out, 
Benediclus dominus in omnibus operibus fuis, and taking their 
leaue the one of the other, the Hermit trauailed to the Court 
at Roan, and ROBERT walked on his iourney towards Rome. 

How AUBERT fteardof his Serines ouerthrow, and did re- 
ward the meffengers, and how the Hermit arriued at 
the Court, wko/e toy full tidings was great comfort to 
the Duke and Duckes. 

WHilft AUBERT in deepe melancholia difpended 
his dayes, loathing the detefted reports of his 
Sonnes pra&ifes, and confulting with his 
Nobles in what fort he might cut off fuch an unprofitable 
off-fpring, the meffengers of the Duke of Conflanees prefen- 
ted themfelues before him, who after their moll humble re- 
uerence fignifyed to the Duke, the whole fequel of their mef- 
fage, firft, the death of their yong Lord, laftly, the difcomfi- 
ture of his lewde Sonne, which tidings fo wounded him to 
the hart, as for a long time he continued as it were in an ex- 
tafie, not knowing to what hopes he might afpire, feeing his 
fucceflion fo defperate : but calling to his remembrance, that 
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a Princes word was a fufficient warrant, and the loffe which 
(as he fuppofed) he had fuftained, was rather the occafion to 
cut off a continuall griefe, he cleered his diftreffed lookes 
wherein care had planted many furrowes, and turning vnto 
them with milde countenance, gaue them this friendly aun- 
fwere. My friends, if my brother of Conjlances hath reuen- 
ged his fonnes death (as you certified me) he hath performed 
the part of a friend, and exemplified my iultice, for which 
caufe, in that he hath rid our common weale of a Rebell, and 
his Father of a wicked Tonne: we entertaine you as meffen- 
gers from our friend, and deferuers in our eftate, and for this 
caufe we thinke good, that out of our Treafury he receiue fuch 
reward as we appointed, and you for your paine taking, Ihall 
enioy this fmall reward of two hundreth marks: in this fort 
caufing his bountie, and the prefixed recompence, to be de- 
liuered vnto them, he difcharged them, falling into deepe 
confutation with his Counfell about the affayres of fuccef- 
fion : there was no hart fo indurate, that confidered on the de- 
fperate eftate of Prince Robert, but lamented, fome one ad- 
myring his valiancie, fome after his fuppofed loffe, arguing 
Duke Conjtatices of crueltie, who otherwife hated the yong 
Prince moft deadly. But the confutation of the Princes was 
broken off by the fodaine repayre of the Duches, who hea- 
ring of the defperate eftate of her Sonne, and vncertaine of 
his fafetie and life, filled the whole Pallace with feminine 
clamours: on euery fide was forrow feated, neyther was 
there eye fo partiall in the whole affembly, that fhead not fome 
teares, till fodainly in midft of this garboyle, the olde Her- 
mit entered the prefence, whofe fodaine axceffe brought them 
all into expectation, fo that the olde Duke comforting his 
faire Editha, attentiuely gaue eare, expecting fome nouel- 
tie, when after moft humble reuerence, the reuerent Father 
began his difcourfe after this manner. 

Thefe ftrange alterations in your lookes you Princes, 
periwades me of your ouergreat forwardneffe in paflions, 
who are eafily ouercome with euery light ioy, and fodainely 
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croffed with the lighteft trouble: which fniite of intempe- 
rance (with reuerence, you Nobles may I be bould to tell 
you) arifeth through want of equabilitie in minde, and allu- 
red remembrance that you are mortall. If according to your 
worldly ftore, your eftates were conftant, you fhould be 
fo farre from knowing God, as you would quite forget him. 
At the entraunce of thy Pallace Aubert I fee men wee- 
ping, becaufe the report runneth thou art wretched ; thus are 
all affections ruled by the affaires of the mightie, and honour 
is fo fauourie a thing in thofe mens mindes, who would be 
great, that it footheth, and is foothed by all forts of them. 
In Traians time, all men loued iuftice, becaufe hewasiuft: 
in Octauians before him, all hunted after peace, in that he 
was peaceable: in Heliogabalus dayes all were wanton, in 
that he was wanton : and now, fince thy minde is vexed 
with doubtfull griefe, thy fubiects likewtfe are attaynted 
with doubtfull griefe. But dry vp your teares good Prin- 
ces, and reioyce, Prince ROBERT (fuppofed dead) is furely 
liuing, (yet dead to his olde wickedneffe) following better 
wayes: for after he efcaped from his enemyes, he arriued 
in my Hermitage, where after I had cured his woundes, 
and counfelled him from his wickedneffe, nee vndertooke 
his voyage and Pilgrimage to Rome, but before reforted 
to Tkuringue, labouring to diffwade the remnant of his fol- 
lowers from their lewd life, which when he could not effect, 
he in my prefence flewe them, vnder pretence (as he fayd) to 
rid his countrey of caterpillers. And in that, dread Prince and 
my liege Lord AuBERT, he hath mightely offended you, he 
humbly by me befeecheth his pardon, protefting vehemently 
a hartie deteftation of his finne; and requeuing, that it would 
pleafe EditHA his Lady Mother and Ducheffe, to haue him 
in memorie in her moft facred deuotions: and for that he 
knoweth that he hath many wayes indamnified poore men, 
he humbly intreateth your Mightines, to accept thefe keyes 
of your Caftell of Thuringue, where in the Treafurie you 
(hall finde fufficient to make ample iatiffaftion for all iniu- 
F ries: 
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ries: thus having discharged the duetic of a meiTenger, and 
acquited your Grace of fufpition, I humbly craue licence to 
depart, that I may the better intend my woonted contem- 
plations. It were hard to imagine with what incomparable 
ioy the olde Duke entertayned this aged Herauld of his 
happineue, for his teares of ioy trickling from his eyes as 
meffengers of his hearts content, aboundantly watered the 
Hermits bofome, and beeing vnable to expreflfe his toy, he 
filent foulded his armes about his aged necke, feeming fo 
befotted with delight, as before he gaue ouer he cryed out 
with the Grecian, O Fortune, pay this moft exceeding ioy 
with fome durable grief, for as now it is at y e fulnefle: Editha 
likewife was not carelefle to content her felfe, but drawing 
the olde man apart, with often repetitions of his troubles, 
his torments, his paffions of minde, his patience in afflic- 
tion, as the occafion offered it felfe, (he became either plea- 
fant, or penfiue, fhewing by her changes of couler, hir con- 
tentation, or difcontents: and in this ioy let vs leaue them, 
returning to our wearie Pilgrim, meditating in his religi- 
ous trauailes: to fee how from a gracelene perfon, he became 
a godly penitenciarie, truely the difcourfe heereof draweth 
me into admiration of Gods mercie, who calleth men home 
beyond common beliefe, accomplishing heerein bis diuine 
promifc, who fayd, that he came not to call the righteous, 
but finners to repentaunce. 

Of the Jlrange trauayles that Robert furnamed the Dentil, 
endured on the way, with thofe accidents that befell 
him betwixt Normandy and Rome. 

about that time when as the Sunne had 
bred himfelfe of his accuftomed loues, 
,d difperfed the bewties of increafe tho- 
the bowells of the earth, yeelding euery 
euery Tree his fruite, and quickning the 
decayed 
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decayed beawties of the fielde, which were beforetime wa- 
fted by Winters obfcuritie, when this penitent Prince, 
beforetime efteemed the very patterne of deformitie, began 
to fhewe himfelfe the paragon of reformation: his haughtie 
lookes exchanged he to humble lenitie, his defying of God, 
to deifying of God, his gracelefle othes, to godly obferuan- 
ces, punilhing himfelfe by bodely trauell, who before time 
was geuen ouer to butcherly tyrannie: in ftead of hamme- 
ring mifchiefes in his head, he humbled himfelfe with con- 
templations: his foft bed, was turned to fweete graffe: his 
Robes of Honor, to the raggs of a Hermite: his pompous 
ryot, to poore rootes: his ritch Wines, to fpringing wa- 
ters: and fuch was his patience in thefe alterations, that 
he preferred them before all pompous Treafures. Three 
dayes trauayled hee with reftleffe toyle, till at laft beeing 
ouerburdned with extreame wearineffe, he fate him downe 
by a cleare Fountayne, cooling his third in ftead of a courtly 
Cup, in a homely clapper: and after he had taken fuch re- 
paft, as the hearbs of the field affoordcd him, he fate him 
downe vnder a Fine tree, and beholding the barke there- 
of, which with fmoothnes inuited him to write, and the 
coole made which gaue him fhelter againft the funny heate, 
with a little pencile he ingraued this his deuout paffion in 
the thickeft thereof. 

Roberts Meditation. 

f\ Heauenly God that gouernft euery thing, 

Whofe power in heauen and in the earth we know, 
Thou God from whome the gifts of grace dofpring, 
Respeil my fuite who am oreprefl with woe. 

Opittie God, fweete God fame pitHe take, 
And cleanfe my fouie for lefts Ckrifl Ms fake. 

I wayle the life that I hone led before, 

The dayes Ulfpent that come into my minde 
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Incett/e my Joule with horror very fore. 

And threaten death vnleffe I Jauor fittde, 

pittie God.fweete God fame pittie take. 
And cleanfe my fatde for Iefus Chrijl his Jake. 

My gracelcjfc othes now layd before mine eyes, 

My youth mifpent and worm by womens guile. 
My hidden finnes my wofull fatde furprife, 
My want of former grace (ay me the while.) 

Cry mercy Lord that thou wouldfl pittie take. 
To cleanfa my fonlefor Iefus Chrijl his Jake. 

Away thou world that Jlatterejl earthly man 

With heauenly ioycs, and bringjl him dowtte to hell, 
J loath this life doo thou what Jo thou can, 
My longing is with God my Lord to dwell, 

Who will relent and ekejome pittie take, 
To clcanjc my fonlefor Iefus Chrijl his Jake. 
Anchor a Chrijltis. 

Thefc verfes were written with a zealous fpirit, accom- 
panyed with fcruent fighes, hanfelled with fcalding teares, 
witnefling his conftant contrition, but being troubled in 
fpirit, and defirous to mitigate his martirdome, he attemp- 
ted further, writing this Madrigale in the barke of a Cipris 
tree. 

Madrigale. 

J^f Y reajons eye hadjeene my youthly rage. 

How it had worne my hopes of vertue bare, 
Hotif careleffe wit was wanton bewties page, 

And hcadlcffe will true judgement did infnare, 

How all was wrack t that hope oj unjedome gaue. 
It wept a world of teares my foule tofaue. 

The liftning eare oj that impartiall guide, 
That by his beck t/ie earth and man direcls. 
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Witiifunnie beames of peace the teares vp dride, 
And will made barraine reckned his neglecls: 

Since when my fault for grace to heatten dothfiye, 
In prayfing God and bleffing reafons eye. 
Etiam in naufragio. 

Thus patted he fome fewe houres end euou ring to attaine 
Tome reft, and after wearie nature vouchfafed him any concent 
to wander, he walked onwarde: The fift day after his mor- 
nings Orifons hee trauailed through a thicke Wood, giuing 
fcarce any licence to the Sunne beames to enter thofe fhadie 
limits: The foyle was barraine, fignifying defolation; the 
trees leaueles, the walkes loathfome : in depth of the fhadseft 
thicket thereof, there founded a deepe and hollowe voyce cal- 
ling intentiuely for helpe, whileft in (lead of Ecchoes, the fa- 
tall Scritchowle founded a dolefull replie. Robert amazed 
at this melancholy fpe£fcacle, and wondering at the doleful nes 
of the complaint, he boldly entered the defolate fhadow, pro- 
poling God for his guide, and his courage for his companion : 
he had not long trauailed, but fodainly he beheld a fierce Lion 
which furioully affayled him, renting off the lap of his Pal- 
mers weede, before hee could fhape defence : but at laft ente- 
ring combat with his Palmers ftaffe, hee fo valiantly defen- 
ded himfelfe, that he flewe the Lyon, and feeing it fpraule vp- 
pon the ground, entered into this contemplation. Oh GOD 
that haft deliuered this huge Lyon into my hands, defend me 
from that roring Lyon which feeketh to deuoure my foule, 
and profper me in thofe actions which I enterprise for thine 
honour and glorie. This fayd, he proceeded further, when loe 
a faire delicious Damofell crowned with a garland of Rofes, 
apparelled after the manner of a Hamadriade, prefented her 
felfe before him, where making femblance of an amorous and 
diftreued Ladie, fhe fained a pretie fhadowe of complaint, and 
foulding her armes, as if fhe had been Loues forfaken, fhe tu- 
ned this Elegie, whileft from out the hart of the defert, a 
ftrange found of melodious mufick accorded to her coplaint. 
F3 Plucke 
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Phtcke the f mite and toft the pleafure 

Youthfull Lordings of delight, 
Whil'Jl occafion giues you feafure, 
F cede your fancies and your fight; 

After death when you are gone, 
Joy andpleafure is there note. 

Here on earth nothing isflable, 

Fortunes chaunges well are knowne, 
Whil'Jl as youth doth then enable, 
Let your feedes of ioy befowne: 

After death wltenyou are gone, 
Ioy andpleafure is there none. 

Fcafl it freely with your Loners, 

Blyth and wanton fweetes doofade, 
Whilft that lonely Cupid houers 
Round about this lonely Jhade: 

Sport it freelie one to one, 
After death is pleafure none. 

Mow the pleafant fpring alluretk, 

And both place and time inuites; 
Out alas, what heart endureth 
To difclaime hisfweete delightes? 

After death when we are gone, 
Joy and pleafure is there none. 

The finall conclufion of this Canzon, was fhut vp with a 
pleafant Couranto, in which fro out the groue foure Satyres 
antiquely entertained foure Nimphs, and fodainly vanifhed, 
whileft this faire Hamadriade in femblance approached Ro- 
bert, wantonly carting her armes about his necke, proffering 
dalliance: but hewhofe louewas planted on heauenly, not on 
earthly delights, fodainly call her from him, and lifting vp his 
hands to heauen began thus. thou maker of the heaucn, 
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tye me to thy loue, intice me to thy la we, incenfe me to vcrtue, 
fnbdue in me vanitie, let not temptation conquer, though it 
trie me; nor Sathan com parte, though he tempt me. The 
prayer was no fooner finifhcd, but a horrible craclce of thunder 
fell from the heauens, the woods were inflamed with light- 
nings, and this wanton vifion fodainly vaniflied, in fteade 
whereof fucceeded horrible Eathquakes, the Curtaines of the 
heauen were darkened, the companc of the world was clow- 
ded, and on the face of the Center there appeared through the 
light of lightning, hideous fhapes of Giants threatning him, 
monftrous Tygers aflayling him, but he conftantly putting 
his truft in GOD, and boldly walking on his way, at laft at- 
tained into an open plaine, in the middeft whereof there flood 
a poore Chappcll, with a little Cottage hard betide, and by 
that time the dangers were ouerpaft, & the diromy approach 
of the euening foretold him that the daywasfpent; for which 
caufe he hafted into the Chappcll to doo his deuotions, where 
he found before the Altera graue old man performing his de- 
nine prayers: neither of thefe two intended worldly faluta 
tions, but folemnely fell to their deuotions, which being per- 
formed, the olde man feeing fo goodly a perfonage cloathed in 
a Pilgrims weed, with great reuerence faluted him, deeming 
him for no ieffe than he was, befeeching his companie in his 
Hermitage for that night, in that other lodging was not nere 
at hand. ROBERT eafiliecondifcended,and entering thehome- 
ly Cottage, he was feafted in friendly fort with fuch dainties, 
as his poore eftate could affoord. During the time of their re- 
paft, Robert defirous to knowe the fecret of the inchaunted 
Wood, began to queftion with the olde man about the fame : 
who al amazed to heare that Robert had patted it, in manner 
of admyration, he anfwered thus. Truely (my fonne) thou 
art happie, that through the mercie of GOD haft ouerpafled 
thofe dangers which thy predeceflbrs could neuer attainc vn- 
to: for this Wood (my friend) is called Le dots du temptation, 
the wood of temptation, where through many holy men haue 
attempted to pane, but they haue either been withdrawne by 
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delight, or driuen backe by feare, and finally perifhed through 
their owne follies: But fince thou haft fo conftantly perfeue- 
red, proceede in thy deuotion, and let humilitie be thy compa- 
nion, and doubtlefle (my fonne) thy ende fhall bee farre better 
than thy beginning. Robert wondering at his doubtfull con- 
clufion, replied thus. And why father, doeft thou knowe my 
beginning? I fonne (fayd he) thou art of the earth as I am, 
borne of a Princefle as I was not, fonne to a Duke, yet of de- 
tefted life, ROBERT of Normandy I know thee, thy chaunge 
was forefhowne mee in vifion, now therefore profecute thy 
pretence, followc thy repentance, for in fo doing thou fhalt 
performc mightie things. The forrowfull Prince hearing 
but the repetition of his former life, wept moft bitter teares, 
being fore afhamed to behold the graue father. But the olde 
man comforted him, and knowing the expedition of his ior- 
ney, fo animated him, that hee presently fet forward, in that 
the lonely Moone affifted him with fufficient light: the aged 
fire conducted him on his way, in which they had not long tra- 
uailed, but they tooke their leaues the one of the other, & Ro- 
bert continually profecuted his iorney. In trauailing the 
Alps diuers Gentlemen offered him their Moyles to ride vp- 
pon, but he refufed them. In Italy fundrie Merchants inui- 
ted him, wondering at the maicftie of his countenance ; but he 
replied that hec was vnworthie, and fo with teares forfooke 
them. If any his fellowe Pilgrimes fainted on the way, hee 
bare him on his backe; if any thirfted, hee fought them wa- 
ter; he was comfortable to thofe that were comfortleffc ; and 
where he fawe the innocent wronged he was agreeued. Tra- 
uailing about Ancona he fawe a villaine, who cruelly hand- 
led a poore countrie maiden, and drawing neere him he fo ri- 
goroufly reuenged the iniuftice, that the poore mayd falling at 
his feetc was faine to intreate for her perfecutor. Such blind 
men as he met hee called them happie, affuring them that the 
loffe of their outward eyes kept them from beholding much 
vanitie ; feeing a lame man complayning of his imperfection, 
make ftraight thine inward man (fayd he) good friend, for that 
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lhal mount to heauen through thy vertue, when thcfe limmes 
(hall diflblue to earth and become the pray of vermine. In all 
his trauailes he was conftant, patronizing the weake, punifh- 
ing the wicked, and in this manner trauailed he till at laft hee 
arriued at Rome. 

How Robert the Diuett entered Rome, and what there 
chanced vnto him. 

TWo moneths was Robert ere he attained his iorneys 
end, and at the laft entered the Citie on the feaft day of 
S. Peter, at which time in great folemnitic the Popes 
are accuftomed to goe to diuine Seruice, and humbling him 
with other Hermites, (as it was the cuftome in thofe fuper- 
fticious daies) hee attended there for his benediction : Great 
was the folemnitie on that day, and throughout the ftreetes 
where the Bifhop fhould paffe, each one deuoutly humbled 
him on his knees to entertaine his bleffing: At the enterance 
of the Church, among other deuout Hermites, hee behelde 
Prince ROBERT bathed in his teares, humbled on his knees, 
and wondering at his manly countenance & tall proportion, 
he queftioned with himfelfe as touching his eftate: the peni- 
tent Norman with bitter fighes made him a due relation of 
his birth, eftate, life, alterations and can fe of trauaile, befeech- 
ing his fatherhood of abfolution. The Pope amazed at the 
name of ROBERT, whofe infamie had been bruted through the 
whole earth, ftept backe as altogether aftonifhed, yet at laft 
gathering his fpirits together, and reioycing at his reforma- 
tion, he fent him to a wholy and deuout Reclufe, who was his 
ordinarie Confeffor, commaunding ROBERT to be ordered by 
him, and fo giuing him his benediction hee entered his feate 
royal). ROBERT intentiuely toreconcile himfelfeafter hee had 
performed his vowe, departed out of the Citie towards the 
Cell of this Reclufe, who was a man of much holinefle; the 
place of his aboade was beautiful!, from whence he might be- 
hold the coole ftreames of Tiber beating vppon the mayden 
G walls 
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walls of the world : to be fhort, he entered the Cell, diicouercd 
himfelf to the Reclufe, who detefting his abominable life, and 
not knowing what manor of punifhment he might condignly 
appoynt him, he commaunded him for that night to continue 
in deuout prayers in the Chappell, promifing him the next 
morning to fatiffie him in his doubts. During the time that 
darkneffe ouerfpred the face of the whole earth, and euery bird 
beaft and fifh enioyed the happie benefites of fl^epe, the vigi- 
lant religious couple deuoutly applied themfelues to contem- 
plation, when about the third houre of the night the Reclufe 
was refolued of his penaunce : wherefore vpon the breake of 
day, when Robert had arifen from his prayers, he came vnto 
him, and carying in his countenance the grauitie of a father, 
and in his heart the finceritie of a Counceller, he began thus. 
Yong Prince, if thy contrition for finne be fo companionate 
as thou pretendeft, and thy zeale to acknowledge the fame fo 
accompli (hed as thou prcfomeft, knowe this that thy danger 
is leffc and thy benefite the greater, for repentance is a fweete 
facrificc, and defire to amend is the way to end the fault. But 
in that thy offences and follies haue Wen extraordinarie, thy 
punifhment muft be no leffe, in fufferance whereof thou (halt 
throughly perceaue the indignitie of thy former finne. Here- 
vpon he prefcribed him his penaunce : firft that heefhould eate 
no meate but that hee receaued from a dogge : fecondly, that 
during feauen yeres he mould be dumbe: laftly, for that fpace 
of time he mould walke in a fooles habite, in acknowledgment 
of his accuftomed leawdnefle. Robert thankfully accepted 
that which was enioyned him, neither repyning at the hard 
penance.nordifdayningy' {lender pittance, but takinghumble 
leaue of the Reclufe, hailed himfelfe vnto the Citie to fatiffie 
that which was prefcribed him, and buying him a fooles habit 
he walked vp and downe the ftreetes, enduring the reuilings 
of children, who caft dirt in his face, fcoffed and mocked him, 
and the more lewd language that they vfed, the more content- 
ment he receaued, remembring this, that his deferts and pre- 
emptions deferued farre more martyrdome: oftentimes 
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was he reuiled, but deuotion clofed his tongue, considering 
this in himfelfe, that in refrayning the fame he auoyded much 
offence. Certain e of his confederate Hermites beholding this 
madneffe and idle behauiour, came vnto him to comfort him, 
but he eroding his hands and weeping teares, poynted to the 
heauens, fignifytng thereby that nee fuffered that croffe for 
finning againft the. In fhort time he became the by word of 
the Citie, fome buffeted him, which hee endured patiently; 
fome others of more charitie offered him foode, which he with 
gratulation refufed, fo that no other noife was publifhed 
through Rome but of the ftrange Idiot that was dumbe; the 
people Mocked about him, fome prayfing his perfon, fome la- 
menting his ignorance, fome greeuing that he was dumbe, 
otherfome laughing at his dotage: thus euery man gaue his 
feuerall Judgement of him. 

How Robert entered the Emperours Court, &■ how lie there 
lined. 

AT lad he entered the Emperours pallace, at fuch time 
as with his Nobles he folemnized a moft folemne and 
feftiuall day, great was the preffe about the table, and 
many the attendants, but ROBERTboldlyentered theprefence, 
demeaning himfelfe after fuch a manner, that the Emperour 
and Princes tooke very great delight in him, he was actiue of 
bodie, & vaughted exceedingly well, performing fuch aduen- 
terous trickes, as the Emperour all amazed inquired what 
he might be; he made him fignes of dumnes, fhadowing vn- 
der colours of delight his intentiue deuotion. Then prefented 
they him meate which he refufed, accuftomtng himfelfe at e- 
uery fuch offer to make fhowe of difcontent The Emperour 
at that time had a faire Greyhound, who for his fwiftnes in 
the chace and feemelines of bodie was highly efteemed, that 
beholding Robert fauned vpon him and plaied with him, as 
if appointed by fome diuine inftinct to affect him; the Em- 
perour feeing he refufed meate at his hand, caft fome pittance 
at his dogge, where Robert fodainlyftrugled forthe fame and 
G 2 greedily 
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greedily fed thereon, which made the lookers on intentiue to 
fport, to accuftome him to that kinde of feeding. The Empe- 
roar caufed him for this caufe to be cherifhed in his own houfe 
and tended with diligent care, taking paftime continually to 
haue Robin in his prefence. At night when the feftiua'ls were 
nnifhed, Robert was brought vnto a good bed well furnifhed, 
but he refufed it, & gathering together certaine locks of draw 
hee made him a cabbin vnder the ftaiers of the Emperours 
pallace, where for feauen yeres fpace he cotinually flept with 
y e hound, refufingallothercontent or delectation. Oftentimes 
was he priuilie feene to weep bitterly, & when he could get in- 
to any feuerall place to pray deuoutly on his knees, which be- 
ing tolde vnto the Emperour, made him more curious to in- 
quire his progenie, but by no meanes could he vnderftand it, 
for the good Prince had kept it moft fecret. Thus may we fee 
that when the minde is withdrawne from worldly delights, 
(wherewith for the moft part wretched men are detayned) all 
things feemc abiect and vile, except fuch as lift the foule vnto 
heauen, and fubdue the bodie in his fenfualitie. This moft fa- 
mous and renowmed Rotnane Emperour, among all other 
his high bleflings and Fortunes benefites, had a faire Ladie 
to his daughter, whofe picture if Praxitiles would defcribe, 
or a better Mafter than Apelles, hee fhould rather lacke cun- 
ning than lay colours ; as beautiful fhe was as Nature could 
imagine, and as well formed as fhe was faire, and no leffe ex- 
quifite in learning as in lineaments, her onely imperfection 
was that ftie was born dumbe. This noble Princefle cal- 
led EMINE, was fought vnto by all the Monarkes and vn- 
married Potentates of the worlde, fo was her fame brui- 
ted abroade, and fuch was her beautie: among the reft, 
the Souldan of Babilon vnderftanding by certaine Italian 
Merchants the exceeding and (urpafJing excellence of her 
perfon, and receauing from them her picture, hee became 
woonderfullie furprized in loue, fo that neglecting all o- 
ther pleafures, hee onely fetled his minde towardes the 
attainment of her fauour: Oftentimes prefented hee rich 
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prefents to ordinarie trauaylers, deflring onely to growe 
famous in the Italian Countries, and he that could but in 
beft words let out Emines prayfe, had a princely recompence. 
Round about his Pallace was no other pone but EmiNE: 
and in his Oratorie was no other Goddeflc but EmiNB: 
if he talked, he talked of Emine: if he longed, he longed 
for Emine : if he wept, he wept for Emine : thus were all 
his ioyes metamorphofed into Emine. It was woonde- 
rous to fee his difguife in attyre after the Chriftian man- 
ner; his defire to be holie after the Chriftian holyneffe, 
fuch power hath loue both to alter both the nature and man- 
ner of life and religion. But leaue we him, and returne we 
to ROBIN, who conuerfing continually in the Eroperours 
Court, was at length beheld and fancied by Emine: and al- 
though (he had not the libertie of fpeech to exprefle his af- 
fections, yet by the motion of her body, and the cariage of 
her eye, (he publifhed her fancies. Thus may you fee Gentle- 
men, certaine grounds layd of ftrange aduentures, hidden on- 
ly in the fecret judgement of God, and certaynely performed 
in times part, the fequele whereof followed after this manner : 
and firft as touching the eftate of the Souldan. 

Of tlu melancholy and ftrange life of the Souldan during 
his loue, and the euents of Vie fame. 

THe ritch and mighty Souldan of Bafylon hauing (as 
you haue read) in beholding the picture falne in loue 
with the perfon, for the fpace of fixe monthes fecretly 
concealed his hidden griefe, and communicated it only with 
ftraungers and aliens, gan rather increafe than dimmifh his 
difpaire, for knowing the naturall inclination of his fubie&s 
euery way repugnant againft the lawes and manners of the 
Cbrillians, their diffident religions, their different regimets, 
their mortall hate, and immoueable ftiffneckedneue, he began 
to giue ouer all thought of contentation, plotting out fuch a 
courfe of life, as therein he (hewed more barbarous conftan- 
cie in loue, than iudgement and difcretion: for picking out a 
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folitarie wood farre from the refort of men, he buildcd him a 
place of pleafure, begirt with riteh bulwarks, and inuironed 
with fweete fprings: the lodgings all of white Marble, the 
pillers of lafpis, and the whole furniture fo rich, as neuer 
eye of man could behold more wonderfull. In midft whereof, 
was placed a daintie and wonderfull Garden, ftored with all 
the ritches of nature, with fweete fhades, cleere fprings, 
ftrange flowres, wholefomehearbs: and in the middle of the 
fame was erected a Temple to Cupide and Emine, wherein 
hir ftature made of the pureft golde, feemed to ftayne all the 
excellencie of workemanfhip, for the Paynter had done as 
much as might be, to defcribe beawtifull Emine. Herein he 
clofed himfelfe, and hauing all the battlements of the temple 
made of polifhed Iuorie, lie with a true loues knot interlaced 
his name with EmiNES, being of himfelfe excellently feene in 
portrait. If any one of his Lords reforted vnto him, defirous 
to know the name of his Goddeffe,he anfwered EMINE: but 
how he ferued, or of what place flie was, he durft not tell, fea- 
ring y° barbarous treafons of his greateft fubiects. Thus cea- 
fed that warlike nation their armes, who were beforetime fo 
famous, and he that was woont to fight for figniorie, was now 
foyled and befotted with loue. The Nobles about him not 
indnring idleneffe, prefented themfelues before him, feeking 
to diffwade him from his obfcuritie, but all in vayne, till 
Behenzar, a chiefe Mn/ulmak in Bagdet or Babylon, hum- 
bling him on his knee, fpake in this manner. 

Moft royall off-fpring of Mahomet though thy difplea- 
fure be my death, and thy frowne the ruyne of my fortune, 
yet knowing my felfe a Subiefl;, and thy felfe my Soue- 
raigne, I will labour for thy delight, though it coft me my 
death. Why is thy greatneffe that fcarfe was contented 
with the world, now at laft contained within a wall, or thy 
courage which neuer was vanquifhed, thus on the fodaine 
vayled c . Haft thou bin valiant with Haniball, to fall with 
Haniball? and wilt thou that wonteft to make Vic*lorie thy 
goddeffe, now make vanitie thy gods good. Let me fpeake 
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with patience, it is not the idlenefle of thy minde, but the idoll 
of thy hart; default of etgernes, but the folly of thine eye: 1 
fee loue printed in thy browes, I feaie loue is planted in 
thy breft. Oh my Prince, if I deferue fauour, difcouer thy 
fancie, there are remedies for woundes that are knownc, 
medicines for apparant maladies, but vlcers that are con- 
cealed in the flefh, are not cured but by fharpe Phifick : It is 
loue, I fee it working in thine eyes, which infeebled by the 
power of thy thoughts, would execute that kindneffe which 
thy hart can not content vnto. And what if loue S art thou not 
Lordof^d^/^whomaycommaund*) thebraueft befriended 
by great Kings, who haue fayre Concubines? let Afia be 
fought out: if Afia hold thy loue, Afia fhall not keepe her, 
if Europe, what may Europe to thy power 1 : Asforfandy.4- 
phrica, the Sunne is too hote to breed any white coulored 
Ph-eNIX: howfoeuer thou loue my Soueraigne, if it be loue, 
(and that it is loue thy life declareth) certine thy Princes of 
thy fancies, commaund them, employ all, fend Embaffades, 
prefent benefites: if all fayle, thy Sword is true loues dart, 
which fhall pierce further with the terror of thine amies, 
than all the world that attempteth thy countermaund. 
The Nobles admyring the boldnefle of Behenzar, and fuf- 
pecling- no leffe, caft themfelues in generall at bis feete, and 
fware vnto him by a folemne oth neither to contrary him, nor 
forfake him, till he had atchieued the fulnefle of his ioy, if fo it 
pleafed him to difcouer the caufe of his penfiueneffe. The 
Souldan marking their inceffant fuites, and prayfing Be- 
henzars dutifull obedience, rowfed himfelfe from his melan- 
choly feate, and with a milder countenance began thus. 

I am fortunate in nothing more my noble Peercs, and 
beloued Princes, than in this, that I haue valiant men to 
follow me in my Conquefts, and vigilant men to counfayle 
me in my difcontents. You require a matter O my compa- 
nions, which hath coft me much hartbreake, and may procure 
me much happineffe. It is no ordinarie paflion that I feele, 
or feruile pleafure that I follow. I tye not my thoughts to 
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limits, nor my limits conclude my thoughts. My troubles 
are like the twynnes of Democritus, augmented at once, 
counfelled by nothing, but by my opinion : I haue the quali- 
tie of Salmacis, which being tailed, procureth madnefte, and 
this qualitie is loue, and this loue in me hath the difpolition 
of the Hamonian Lake, capable of all formes, but confumed 
by one, which forme may not be reformed. Ah BEHENZAR, 
well mayft thou accufe myne eyes, for they by a h^edleffe 
glaunce, haue eclipfed my matchles glory. Oh my Princes, 
I fweare to you by Mahound whom I honor, by my right 
hand that neuer fainted, I bluihingly confeffe I loue, but 
not fo bafely as HANIBALL, for Capua contained his, where 
Europe admyreth my Miftres. It is fayre Emine I loue, to 
whome this Alter is erefted, and my vowes are directed. 
Princes woonder not, Theagines a Greeke, loued Cariclia 
a Moore, & your Souldan a Mahometift, his Emine a Chri- 
ftian. The ayme of my thoughts is the honor of Rome: oh 
fweete Rome that containeth fuch an honor, which if I attaine 
not, it is but your difcontents, my death, & if my death, what 
though ? oh happydeath if for her grow my durance. This ab- 
rupt conclufion was followed with fuch a bitter figh, as all 
men expected no other but his finall ouerthrow, or her con- 
fent: wherevpon his Nobles priuatly confulted, and by his 
confent Behenzar was made Embaflador, and with ritch 
prefents fent to Rome to craue EMINE in Manage, and if the 
repulfe fhould be graunted, the conclufion was, that priuie 
intelligence mould be giuen, and Ships rigged, to the ende 
that on the fodaine the Souldan might inuade the Chriften- 
dome, and rid himfelfe of all the obftacles of his happines. 
Thefe conclufions well liking the Souldan, were briefely 
debated, the Embaffadors difpatched, the Ships rigged, the 
fouldyours leuyed, and the defpaire that the Souldan con- 
ceaued, at the iirft was turned into a frefh hope, yet the fweet 
grounds of his pleafant difcontents fo allured him, that in 
feeming to hope, he pretended defpaire, and in the abfence of 
his Lords, who intended the furtherance of his affayres, he 
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traffiqued nought elfe but fancie, drawing on three Iuorie 
colombes, enuironing the ftatue of EMINE, thefe three fuccee- 
ding Sonnets: vppon the firft, he placed a Camelion in a 
fea of bloud, with this Mot vndemeath it, Mutatus ab tile, 
and vndemeath the fame this Sonnet. 

The firft Sonnet 

JN how contrarioas formes haue I conuerfed, 

Since firft mine eyes and hart by hue were chained, 
Now like the Hart my bofome hath been pearfed, 
Yet no DiiTamrtum ferud wlten I was pained. 

Now like the babe of Climene inclofed, 
In piteous barck EleCTrutn kaue Iftilled, 
Now like the Nimph of craggie rock covtpofed, 
The rocks and woods with forrowes Iiauc I filled. 

Now to a dying Swan haue I been turned, 
With dolefull tunes my funeralls waimenting. 
Now to the Salamander neuer burned, 
Yet in the fire for euermore frequenting. 

Oh loathed life on nought but forrow grounded, 
Where whofo triumplis mojl, is deepeft wounded. 

Vppon the fecond he placed a Barck perifhed in a ftormy 
Sea, a Furie guiding the helme, the Sky ouercaft, the Ge- 
mini appearing, vnder which was written Sic peri/, and vn- 
dcr that this Sonnet. 

The fecond Sonnet. 

QAyling t/tefea of my forepointed greeuaunce. 
My will the helme of my misfortune guiding, 
Expecting gains fujpecling no mifcheeuaunce, 
With JlaiUJfe keek I cut the waters gliding. 
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Thefaire diurnall lampe whilji t/iat Ifayled 

With neuer partiall eye my courfe affifled, 
But when the lights delightfull bewtie fayled. 
And wauering Cinthia in her courfe perfifled. 

In filuer fould two brother Starves appeered. 
That in the cloudy iorney I attempted, 
Incenjl the Seas, and more my Ship they neered, 
(Though faire in forme J my Barck from hope exempted, 
Ajnidfi tjieftorme my will the lielme forfaketh, 
And thus my Ship a luckleffc fliipwrack maketh 

On the third he painted Metis, Fortuna, and Natura, ail 
ftriuing to rayfe a dead man, who had foure Cupids, two 
hanging at his hands, two at his teete, which kept him downe 
with this Motto, Hie labor, and vnderneath the fame this 

Sonnet. 

The third Sonnet. 

I F ail tilings are ordained to an end, 
In femblaunce good, or perfect good in deed. 

Whalfinall bent haue thefc my teares I fpend. 

Or all the drops my wounded hart doth bleed. 

Or to what fatall period are you aimd 

My bitter Jighes, that haue my bofome maimd. 

Oh my effects of pafjion eitery thing, 

T/rnt to a certaine purpofe is applied, 

Hisfitiall hope at lafi to end doth bring, 

But 'fitch fucceffe alas is you inuied. 

For though mine eye his teares, my hart his blond, 
My brcfl his fighes beflowes, they doe no good. 

For 'why the end for which you trauel/fon; 
Is not attained by the threefold gifts 
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Of mind of body, or of fortunes Jlore, 

Which man to tipe of matchleffe Itonnor lifts. 

For what you feeke no limits doth admit, 
Noryeclds to time, nor isfubdezvd by wit, 

Ceafe then my teares, and bleed no more my hart, 

Reflraine your fiormes, my ftghes you toyle in vaine, 

For your felicitie exceedeth arte, 

Whereto nor toyle nor labour may attaine. 
For lone it is afubtill influence, 
Whofe finall force flill hangeth in fnfpence. 

In thefe paiTions and fantafies confumed the Souldan 
the mod part of his time, now imagining hope of fucceffe, 
now fearing caufe of repulfe, adoring Emine as his Saint, 
and placing his follace in his amorous conceits, vntill fuch 
time as he heard the fatal meffage of his ouerthrow: till whe 
we leaue him, returning to Behenzar, who hauing a profpe- 
rous winde, and a better will, fayled fo fortunatly, and tra- 
uailed fo forwardly, that he arriued at Rome, where what 
fucceffe he had, you fhall vnderftand in the Chapter follo- 
wing. 

How Behenzar arriued at Rome, and of his repulfe and 
difpatch. The valiant courage of Robert hearing the 
name of Chrifl blafphemed. The loue of Emine to- 
wards him: and the affembly of the chriflian Princes 
in the ayd of the Emperour. 

rumor was no fooner fpread throughout the 
unions of the Empyre, but all contributa- 
Princes affembled together in the Citie of 
te to doo the Emperour feruice, and make 
eftate more pompous, and after letters of 
fafe conduit prefented to the Embaflador, Behenzar moun- 
ted on a braue Barbarion Horffe, trapped in Tiffue, and 
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Pearle, himfelfe attyred after the Barbarian fafliion, with 
his Algozin of cloth of gold embrodered with rubies, being 
led betweene two Kings, was in all folemnitie conducted 
vnto the Emperours Pallace, who in his great Hall, fet 
among an innumerable troupe of Courtiers, as Phcebus a- 
midft the lefler Starres, whome Behenzar after fmall or 
no falutation attempted thus. Emperour of Rome, amongft 
all the bleflings thy God hath bellowed on thee, among all 
thy fortunes that haue befalne thee from thy youth hither- 
to, the onely good is this, that our Souldan of Babylon, the 
terrour of the world for armes, the Lord of Conquerours, 
for a&ions, dayneth to falute thee, who hearing of the 
beawtie of thy Daughter the young Princeffe Emine, and 
vouchsafing to grace thtfe with his alliance, craueth her as his 
Wife in Marriage, which bountie of his if thou neglect, 
know, that thou foftereft the fhadow of thine owne ruyne, thy 
Kingdomes (halbe fpoyled, thy Princes flayne, thy Crowne 
troden at his feete, and thy mines Ihalbe fo grieuous, that thy 
royalties were neuer fo great If thou entertaine his de- 
maunds, hold, take thefe prefents (whereupon he caufed 
twentie Moores to difcharge their carriages of gold & filuer, 
and lay it at his feete) if not, he lendeth thee it as a pledge 
of his reuenge, till he redieme it with the fword. Great was 
the murmure throughout the hall at the infolence of the Pa- 
gan, and among the reft Emine was exceedingly moued, 
who fitting at her Mothers teete, by her teares began to te- 
ftifie hir caufe of terrour. The Emperour being a Prince of 
a haught hart, difdayning to be outfaced by the braueft war 
riour in the world, hauing long fince determined neuer to 
marrie his Daughter out of Chriftendome, returned BE- 
HENZAR this magnificat! anfwer. It is not our cuftome in 
Europe prowd Babylonian, to perfwade with peremptorie 
threats, but to woe with gentle intreaties, and as our natures 
are mollified by mildnes, fo are they indurate by menaces. If 
y* Souldan falute me as his equall he erreth, for y* Emperour 
of Chriftendom daines no fo bace companion as a Souldan : 
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if as his fuperior, I thus anfwer him, the diftance of his coun 
trie, the difference of his cuftome, the abieclnes of his riches, 
the barbarifme of his religion, thefe difable him to be an Em- 
perours fon ; as for my daughter fhe muft bee ruled by her fa- 
ther, & her father wil not admit thy mailer, who if he attempt 
me with injuries, I will temper him for his iniuftice; as for 
his prefents I beftow the on thee, for golde (Barbarian) a- 
mongft vs, is of fmall accompt in refpect of vertue, go let thy 
vaffalls take it vp, and carrie thou that home as a gift meeter 
for a meffenger of the Souldans, than a Mailer of the Soul- 
dan; for his inuafions I feare them not, fince my Chrift is 
my protector, vnder whofe fafe conduit both thefe and I little 
feare him, and fo be thou anfwered. Behenzar mad with rage 
feeing the Emperours fmall regard, ftamped with his foote, 
and fware thus; By MaHOUND (Chriflian) thy Carpenters 
fonne that Chrift, your God, fhall not faue thy hands, nor thy 
heads from the fword of the meaneft Prince about the Soul- 
dan, but this Citie fhall be raced in defpight of thy protector, 
and thy power. Behenzar had fo fayd, and in his furie was 
flinging out of the Pallace, when Robin the Dtuell hauing 
all this while folemnely attended at the foot of the Emperour, 
all on the fodaine arofe, and not inducing to heare the name 
of his Sauiour blafphemed, he flung the Pagan to the groud, 
and ftamped him vnder his feete, which done, he made fhewe 
of a foolifh triumph, and bumming the proud Babilonian with 
his bable, he had welny killed him, had not y* Princes drawne 
him off, who fafely conducted blafpheming Behenzar to his 
fhippes, and fmilingly laughed at the infolence of the Idiot. 
The faire Emine feeing the forwardneffe of her Champion 
was meruailoufly delighting, fhewing vnto her father by 
fignes that he was no (bole but fome man of high fpirit, euerie 
day dreffed fhe meanes to recouer his wits, vfing prefcripts 
of Phiiicke, and the councell of the learned, who fecretly in- 
formed her that he was a man of rare expectation. Thefe (up- 
pofitions meruailoufly inflamed her, and loue began to (how 
himfelfe in act in all her outward parts, inflaming her eyes, 
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changing her colour, which leaft it fhould be perceaued, (he 
with humble reuerence forfooke the aftembly, leauing her fa- 
ther with the other Princes in great confultatiort, who refol- 
uing to preuent all inconueniences, departed each one to his 
Countrie, f wearing by folemne oath each one to gather his 
greateft power, and to come and afiift the Emperour the next 
yeare in the fufpected, or rather certain! te pretended warres 
of the Souldan: in which mindes I leaue them intentiue on 
their forces, Robert deuout in his follies, Emine detayned 
with fancies, Behenzar fayling to Babibtt, who with fuch ex- 
pedition followed his bufinefTe, that with a profperous wind 
hee arriued in AJiria, and fo haftely ported to Bagdet: what 
there infued the Chapter following fhall declare. 

How the Souldan being repulfed by die Emperour, with a 
huge and mightie armiefaykd into Italy, and how he be- 
fogged Rome, witk/oine eitents thereabout. 

NO fooner had Behenzar declared vnto the Souldan 
the refolute and carelefte anfwere which the Empe- 
rour had returned him, but racing his rich Fallace, 
and ftamping the ftatue of his GoddelFe Emine to powder, 
he furioufly called for Armes, fwearing all his Princes by 
folemne and inuiolable othes, neuer to depart out of Chri- 
ftendome, till they had ruinated the Empyre, and recouered 
his loue : and hereupon he embarked hjmfelfe as foone as the 
next Spring appeared, accompanied with n. Kings, 18. 
Princes, & 300. Mefulmahes, his Armie cofifted of 300000. 
horfe and footc, his Barkes and Gallies choked the Sea, and 
the billowes groning vnder the burthen, began to wonder at 
the wood of ftately Pines which laboured vppon their bo- 
fomes. With thefe forces and in this Equipage arriued this 
Souldan of Babilon in Jtalie, the terror of whofe threats ama- 
ted all the Wefterne parts ; the poore countrie men through- 
out ytalie droue their Cattell to the chiefe Cities, forfaking 
their houfes, and leauing their riches ; the noyfe of trouble a- 
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mated Greece, and afflicted Spaiite, and the French, as all ama- 
zed prepared armes. And as in common dangers a huge and 
mightie armie is the onely meane to make head againft a fu- 
rious Enemie, the whole Nations affembled them together 
about Rome, and fubmitted themfelues vnder the conduit of 
the Empyre. Now at Rome in ftead of beautiful houfes were 
builded ftrong Bulwarkes: in ftead of Pallaces, Palifadoes, 
and each man was mightily addicted to the fafetie of his coun- 
trie. But the Barbarian like the cruel! riuer of Tigris, excee- 
ding his bounds with vnmeafurable and refitlefTe waters, or 
the lightning falling vppon the drie Cedars, ouerran all the 
fruitfull champion, destroyed Cities, burned Villages, raced 
Manner houfes ; the voyce of defolatton was heard on euery 
fide, and feare and wonder aflayled men on euery fide: The 
Clergy with great deuotion called for afliftance from heauen, 
and euery man hearing of the daunger of his neighbour, fuf- 
pected his owne domage to be at hand. At laft the Souldan 
after great victories, rich fpoyles, good fortunes, and long 
iomeys arriued at Rome, begirting the Citie with a mightie 
and ftrong fiege, his ftreamers waued in the winde, and the 
Egle of golde fhining on the top of his Pauilion, feemed to a- 
baih all the beauties of the Capitoll. The Emperour was no 
leffe vigilant in preparing defence, for being afTifted by' the 
braueft men of Europe, he neither pretermitted policie, nor o- 
mitted oportunitie: often were the outrodes the Enemie 
made about the Countrie, and there pafled no day wherein 
there was not fome light fkirmifh, wherein for the moft part 
the fortune was doubtfull. But Behenzar mooued with the 
outrage of the Idiot, among all the Pagans was moft for- 
ward to battaile, euery day would hee ride about the walles, 
reuiling the Chriftians, calling the Emperour Coward, his 
followers Foxes, that durft not ftirre out of their hole, till at 
laft Pepin of France with other famous Lords, who indured 
not contumelie, neither brooked braues, fo earneftly wrought 
with the Emperour, that the battaile was appoynted the day 
following, and the Souldan thereof aduertifed by a Harrolt; 
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great was the preparation on both fides, and greater the dread 
among the Chriflians, in that the whole hope of the Empyre 
depended on the fortune of that conflict No fooner did the 
bright and beautifull meflenger of the day, with blufhing 
feemelines awaken the fleepie God of light, whofe Chariot 
being apparelled by the houres, with golden brightneffe gaue 
pofiefiion to radiant Phcebus, but both the armies ifiued out 
into the field, and in a faire plaine arranged themfelues in 
battaile, there might you heare on both fides the Captaines 
exhort, the Caualiers applaude, the Trompets made a hea- 
uenly harmonie, inforcing the horfes to carrier, and the heart 
to courage: in briefe, the battailes ioyned, where the Soul- 
dan fhewed ineftimable feates of armes, hewing, murthering, 
and ouerthrowtng whom fo euer he met Pepi n like Mars in- 
raged, or Achilles incenfed, beating downe all that refilled, 
brandifhing his fword like lightning, now ftroke hee downe 
the King of Circajfo, the Duke of Hieropolis, now refkewed 
the olde Emperour, who laden with yeares and armes, yet 
lacking no courage, fought all meanes poffible to fubdue his 
enemies. BEHENZARontheotherfidefeemed like Alexander 
among the Macedones, for being attended on by a troope of 
Mamelukes, refembling the Macedonian Phalax, he difper- 
fed the horfemen, toiling them on his pikes, fo that after a 
bitter and long fight, the right wing of the Chriflians was 
difcomforted : there might you fee OrTACUS of Denmark/ 
fhewe himfelfe a braue warriour, who entering vppon the 
Tlieffalian horfemen with his Danifli Regiment, fo difmem- 
bred them, that they fled about the fields, both difordered and 
welny deftroyed. But the Souldan relied them fodainly, 
and intermedling them with frefh bands of Souldiers, gaue 
fuch a charge on the front of the enemies battaile, that it was 
inforced to recoyle. The Chriflians in this incountrie were 
put to the worft; of Princes were flaine the Duke of Con/a, 
the Earle of Malgrama, the King of Pott/us, the Marques of 
Pifarra, and to the number of 1700. Chriflians, the Empe- 
rour himfelfe hardly efcaped, and was in great perrill of his 
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life, who gathering vp his broken wings together, in grie- 
uous difcontent of minde entered his Citie, whileft the Pa- 
gans triumphed in their Tents, hauing loft but to the num- 
ber of 900. men, befides thofe of marke and accompt. 

Of the great moane that was made throughout Rome for the 
lojfe of the ChrifHans, and how Emine the next day of 
battaile gaue Robert the Diuell a rich white A rmour and 
Shield, with a white horfe, who reflated the Emperour, 
and did wonderfuU deedes of armes. 

GReat was the moane through all Rome for the Chri- 
ftians mine, many the teares of the mothers bemoa- 
ning their fonnes, many the fighes of the daughters 
weeping for their fathers, there was no houfe in the Citie 
which folemnized not fome funeral], and happie was he in his 
miflbrtune, whofe forme had been moft forward. But among 
all the meftfull families, the Emperours Court was moft vn- 
fortunate, where in ftead of rich fpoyles, the Emperiall cham- 
bers were replenifhed with dead and wounded bodies, and 
confufion feeming to haue elected her habitation in that place, 
began to infect euery particular perfon with his poyfon. The 
Empreffe bathed in teares, had her eyes almoft choaked vp 
with weeping, and EMINE the flower of beautie feemed like 
the Rofe ouerwafhed with ouerlirant Ihewes, her crimfon 
ftaines became pale and bleake colours ; fo much doth forrow 
alter both the inward and outward liabilities. ROBERT agrce- 
ued in heart to fee thefe difcontents, groaned in mind, though 
he diffembled mirth, praftifing all meanes poflible to delight 
the Emperour, to mooue laughter to the Empreffe, to content 
Emine; faine would he haue enterprifed armes, but he durft 
not, fearing it was preiudiciall to his vowe, and fo much cou- 
rage wrought in his heart, that efpying his ConfefTor one 
day, who by reafon of thefe warres had withdrawne himfelfe 
into the Citie, he by Agnes (hewed his defires to doo the Em- 
perour feruice. The good old man falling on his necke blef- 
I fed 
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fed him, and confidently perfwaded him thereunto, (fo his de- 
fire were not for vaineglorie fake, but for the honour and in 
the name of Chrift). Robert refolued herein became more 
frolicke, moouing great pleafure in the Princes, by kifling 
their fwords, and playing with their amies; many battailes 
were there fought, wherein he would faine haue been prefent : 
One day among the reft, at fuch time as the Princes iffued 
out to battaile, Emin E called Robert vp into the top of a high 
turret, from whence they might behold all the manner of the 
conflict: but alas, the day was fatall to the Chriftians, and 
the cries of them that fled pierced the very heauens. ROBERT 
not able to endure thefe maflacres, wept bitter teares for an- 
ger, and feeing Emine difcontent, made fignes vnto her for 
armour; the by diuine inftinct fomewfaat aflertained of his in- 
tent, fecretly with her owne hands armed him in a rich white 
armour of her fathers, which he vfed in his youth, giuing him 
a faire fword and fhieid, and (hutting his beuer clofe comman- 
ded that a horfe mould bee giuen him ; the groomes of y" Em- 
pcrours (table gaue him a tierce and ftout Steede of felfelike 
colour as his armes weare of, on which fpeedely moun- 
ting, he iffued foorth of the gates, gathering together the feat- 
tered troopes, and entered the thickeft of the Saracens with 
fuch furie, that before his Launce was broken he difmounted 
thirtie of the belt Pagans ; then taking in hand his well tem- 
pered fword, hee performed fuch Cheualrie, as all the behol- 
ders were amazed, his fworde lighted in no place where it 
cleaued not a lim, neither was their Helmets of that temper 
that could wtthftand his ftroake, he flewe Behenzar hand to 
hand, and had welny taken the Souldan prifoner, had not a 
band of ftrong Tartarians relkewed him. Emine from her 
folitarie Turret beholding his prowefle, was unprized with 
meruailous follace, now wifhed me that fhe could fpeake 
whereby (he might mooue her loue, now deftred fhe that hee 
were as noble, as hee was valiant, and as wittie, as hee was 
worthie. But the Emperour among the reft was wholly re- 
amed with the fight, and yeelding God moil humble thankes, 
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animated his Souldiers to purfue the vi&orie; many and 
valiant were the men that fell that day by Roberts fworde, 
and had not the night by fpeedie approach departed both the 
Annies, the Souldan had that day fuffered an vndoubted o- 
uerthrowe: whereuppon both the Armies founded the re- 
treats, and Robert with all expedition priuilie entered the 
Citie, where encountering the Reclufe his Confeffor, he left 
his Armour with him, and hid his horfe in a Monaftarie, 
where the good man was refiant, returning to the Court in 
his fooles habile: by which time the Emperour with his at- 
tendants was entered the Citie, and being difarmed fat him 
downe in great content, difcouritng with his Princes and 
Emperours vppon the affayres of that dayes feruice; great 
was the noyfe throughout the Citie of the white Knights 
valour, and in Court was no other tallse but of the ftraunge 
Knight that behaued himfelfe fo valiantly. The Emperour 
made great inquifition after him, but by no meanes could 
vnderftande thereof. 

By this time Robert and his hound (as was his cuftome) 
entered the dyning chamber, playing many pleafant trickes 
before the Emperour, who tooke thereat wonderfull delight, 
Emines eye was continually fixed on him, and whileft the 
Kings talked of the valiant warriour, me purpofely poynted 
at him. It fortuned in this incountrie that Robert had a little 
(cratch ouer his right eye, which being but freftily wounded 
bled a little; the Emperour that loued him deerery, examined 
who had harmed him; great noyfe was there about the 
Pallacc of this iniurie, and no man would be knowne of it, 
only one Knight kneeling before the Emperour, certified his 
grace that the knight who had deferued fo much in his feruice 
that day.waswounded in the fame place, & that he fufpefted it 
was he. Robert fearing left he mould be difcouered, began 
much more to play y* Idiot, putting his Cockfcomb vpon the 
Knights head & laughing, which caufed all y* Princes to take 
great delight : but Emine ftill poynted at him, & if the tibertie 
I 2 of 
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of her tongue had graunted her meanes to difcouer the fecre- 
cie of her thought, ROBERT affuredly had at that time been 
knowne. The Emperour notwithftanding began to gather 
on thefe allegations, and defirous to knowe the certaine 
trueth, priuatly appoynted certaine Knights againft the next 
day to the number of thirtie to attend the fayd Champion ; 
and by fome meanes to caufe his difcouerie. In this manner 
parted they the euening in delight, till it was bed time, 
when as the Emperour and Empreffe (after order was gi- 
uen for the fafetie of the Citie) betooke them to their reft, 
and the other feuerall Lords and Princes to their lodging, at 
which time ROBERT and his hound entered their homely cab- 
bin, wherein meditating without clofing his eyes, the fait 
teares ftreamed downe his cheekes in remembrance of his 
iinnes, in thought of his father, in confideration of his coun- 
t.rie : and now came there to his minde how for fixe yeares and 
more hee had liued an abiecT: life, vnworthie his eftate, the 
thought whereof fo much abafhed him, that it is vnpoffible 
to reckon vp his perplexities: then called hee to minde the 
ki nde affections of Emine, and his foule bemoned that fo per- 
fect a perfon fliould haue fo palpable an vnperfeftion : now 
applied h£e the caufe thereof to the Emperours finne, ac- 
compting the virgin happie, that by her want of fpeach efca- 
ped from many occafions of offence : then recorded hee the 
effufion of Chriftian bloud, and of meere compafTion in mid- 
deft of that thought hee wept moil bitterly, when the poore 
kinde beaft licked vp his teares. In this fort fpent he the 
night in confideration of many thinges, and in conclusion of 
the aduenture of his life, for the fafetie of Chriftendome: 
whileft the approach of the morning called each one from his 
couch, and the warning Trompet called out to the fight, then 
went euery one to arme him, and after they had heard the di- 
uine feruice, & taken fome refection, prepared themfeluesvnto 
the fight: In the Souldans Camp all were farre otherwife, 
for y" loife they receaued y 8 day before enuenomed their harts, 

and 



, Google 



fecond Duke of Normandy. 31 

and made them more vigorous vnto reuenge, each one refol- 
ued with this Camarado, to fubdue, or dye ; to conquer, or be 
confounded. In their lookes were fhadowed their tyrannies, 
and in their haft their hardineffe. Scarcely were the allarms 
founded on both fides, but the enemy gaue the charge, and 
the Souldan inflamed with loue, and inraged with furie, 
fought by all meanes potable to confound his aduerfaries. 
On euery fide were heard the gronings of wounded men, 
fome hauing loft their armes, fome their legs, the fonne of- 
tentimes was trampled vnder the horfle feete of his father, 
and in thefe common miferies, nature herfelfe ftoode amazed 
to behold the Maflacres. The Souldan which way foeuer he 
trauailed, ouerthrew his refiftants, the Emperour was by 
him vnhorfled and wounded, and had not PEPiN.and Charles 
of Burgundie refcued him at that time, aiium tjfet de imperio. 
Certaine men that were lightly wounded, brought no lefle 
aftonifhment into the Citie, than was in the battaile, for they 
aggrauated the difcomfiture farre more than it was, repor- 
ting that the Emperour was vnrecouerably diftrefled. Ro- 
bert hearing of thefe rumors, hafted to the Reclufe, his foule 
groaned within him, and zeale ouercame him, fo that after 
fome deuout prayers, accompanyed with remorfefull teares, 
he mounted on horfleback, and hauing taken his armes, he 
fo valiantly and furioufly entered the fight, that thofe who 
beheld him, thought that fome tempeft had bin ftirred vp, and 
fome whirlewind ifiued from the Citie, in his furie he tooke 
no regard of perfon, murthering whomefoeuer he incounte- 
red : fcarce could his horfle ftirre himfelfe for the multitude of 
dead men that fell before him : fuch of the Chriftians as fled 
out of the battaile before his entrance, returned vehemently, 
fo that the conflict was renewed with fuch vigor, as the hea- 
uens in vehement ihowers feemed to beweepe the murthcr. 
The Emperour beyond all expectation, (hewed himfelfe va- 
liant, and approching the place where the Norman Prince 
fought, he cryed out for extreame ioy: Oh hope of Chriften- 
dome, thou flowre of chiualrie, thou anchor of mine Empire, 
1 3 the 
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the heauens requite thee: fee how old in yeares my perfcm 
fhall accompany thee, how forward I will fight, and inforce 
thy felfe the more to preuent the dcfolation of yond Cutie. 
Robert quietened with his words, departed as if hevnderftood 
him not, and meeting with the Souldan, gaue him fttch a 
ftroke on the helmet, that his horfle fell vnto the ground, and 
he him felfe was wonderfully amazed. The whole band of the 
Mamelucks feeking to withftand him, were either difEpated 
or deftroyed, and he that thought to gaine y= chiefeft triumph, 
enafted the choiccft tragedie : in briefe, as the tender blonoms 
new apparrailed by nature, ifftung from their (talks as new 
home creatures, vpon the violent breath of a Northren wind, 
are depriued of their beawtie and decayed in their bloflbme : 
fo the Pagans beholding the forwardnes of the aflaylant, 
and the feeblcneue of their affembly, fled away, both care- 
leffe of their weale, and recurelefTe in their wrack. ROBERT 
feeing the euening approching on, the Chriftians prowd with 
viftorie, the purfuite bote, the flight haftie, fodainely with- 
drew c himf elfe ; for the gentle Wefterne winde (a kind loue- 
mate of the euentide) began with curteous breathings to a£- 
fwage his ouergrowne wearinefle, the furme in the Eaft fet 
in his fcarlet redneue, pretending the beawtie of the fuecee - 
ding day, or the windynes of the following night; for which 
caufe, dreading to be be efcried, and defirous to efcape, (a- 
fcribing all glory to heauens, and not vnto his hand) he fo- 
dainty departed, leauing the Chriftians to purine that with 
fwiftnefle, which he had coin parted by his fword, but whilil he 
feeketh to auoyd the furie of his enemie, he is readie to periih 
through the meanes of amitie, for the thtrtie chofcn Km'ghtes 
appointed by the Emperour to defcrie him, at fuch time as 
he forfooke the battaile, followed hfm haftelie, and coaching 
their Launces all at once, on fbdayne anayled him: he feeing 
fo many attempting hfm at once, turned Hs horffe, refoluing 
to endure the hazard, but finding their armes to be Chriftian, 
he lpurred his horfle, detefting vtterly to come in know- 
ledge: 
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ledge; die purfuite was bote, the flight fement, the follo- 
wers in defpayre, the flyer determined; how often fmiled 
Robert to himfelfe, knowing that he fled before he feared 5 
how often feared they to touch him, that fled from them ? 
in briefe, fome one better horffed than the other, feeing that 
the hazard of their credits depended on their knowledge, 
hailing the fwifteft Horflc, purfued the Norman Prince, 
and fo egerly indeuored, that he gaue him a deepe wound 
in the thygh, and fodaynely returned to his companyons, 
knowing, that the bitternefle of the fame, and the eager- 
nefle of his griefe, would fooneft difclofe the obfeuritie of 
the fufferer. And now began the night to giue freedome to 
the afflicted, and ROBERT meanes of cfcape, who arriuing at 
the Hofpitall of the Reclufe, fet vp his Horflc, bound 
vp hys woundes, and in his Idiotlie habbit, entered the 
Court Emine that had feene the battaile, could hardlie 
contayne her felfe, entertayning the fuppofed Ideot with 
many folemnities, beeing onely priuie with the holte man 
to his ordinarie refcoufes. Often did fhe offer in flgnes, to 
fliewe he was wounded, but Robert fo cunningly concea- 
led his agonyes, as the world could not difcerne his gree- 
uaunce. In conclufion, the day clofing vp, the daungers 
were manyfeft, the Christians had the vpper hande, the 
Pagans were difcomfited, and the Emperour returning 
in tryumph vnto his Court, was folemnelye receyued 
with Proceflion, and euery valiant Prince entertayned 
alfo with publique applaudings. In the Pallace was pre- 
pared a moft fumptuous Banquet, and fuch Boneflers and 
beneuolence was beftowed in the Citie, as if the Empe- 
rour had been but newly eftablifhed. After fuch as were 
wounded were with comfortable Oyles and Medicines 
reuiued, they fet them downe to Supper, yeekling to al- 
mightye GOD moft hartye thanks for their fo fortunate 
viftorye, palling away the night in fuch mirth and iollitie, 
as if they had at that tyme folemnifed fome FefthiaU. 

The 
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The Emperours Treafurie was opened, and benefites were 
employed on euery fide with great bountie : the lo Peans of 
triumph, refounded in all places, and amongft the reft a braue 
Poet, yet deuout, after the folemne harmony of Muiick pre- 
fented this Hymne. 

Euribchus Hymne. 

Lj/ r ffen waflfull warres, (fruites of afflicting time) 
Haue left ourfoyle deuoyde of all fufpence: 

Wlien barraine hope, tJieflowre of earthly Prime 
Perceiues that grace cxceedetk mans offence: 

What may we worke, or what may man pretend, 
Wltereof to God lie not afcribes the end? 

Our dull and fruitleffe fruites of fleeting earth 
Arefinfull {like our felues) that tkemf»ppofe, 

Sinnes haruefl neuer failes, but grace hath dearth, 
Oh how contrarious mortall men are thofe 

That ground on this, that God hath grief es withfiood, 
Andyetfrom God acknowledge not the good? 

All Empires are exchangd, and changing thriue, 

{ Yet only God is caufc of euery change) 
Eftrangd the men that were, from men aliue, 

Affections tkusftill Hue, by being flrange. 
In changes yet fince God alone directs, 

He makes a change from grace whofo neglects. 

In colours thus we compaffe mickle worth, 

All fenfeleffe infuppofe thus fenfe we vfe 
{Great Princes) grace from fecrets wendeth foorth, 

W 'hick proffered fame accept, and fame refufa. 
Let thofe who taft the fruites commend the tree, 
This I from God, and God hath taught it mee. 
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And befides all thefe reuelings, Robert notwithstanding 
his wounds, was in apparance maruellous pleafant, for 
neyther the greeuoufhefle of his finne, nor the greatneffe of 
his miffortune could alter his delights in this publike re- 
ioyce. He made prettic flcirmiihes with his hound, and after 
he had attayned the conqueft, feemed in choller to leade the 
kinde creature in his leafh. Now began he in fignes to difci- 
pher his follace, prefenting the Emperour with Palme 
bowes in Head of victorie and peace, and with an Oliue 
Garland in token of a Conquerour, which gaue the Monarck 
[nightie occafton of reioyce, but the Monarck after his minde 
had for a while been detayned with pleafure in midft of his 
thought of viftorie, began to enquire of him who was the 
occafton of his viftorie, and conferring with his Princes, he 
refolued htmfelfe by their counfayles in what manner he 
might requite his curtefies, then calling vnto him the thirtic 
Knights, he queftioned with them about him, who could no 
otherwife informe him, but that through the fwiftneffe of 
his Horfie, he efcaped from them, and was by one of them 
wounded in the thigh, by which meanes they thought he 
mould oncly be knowne, and by no other : this made the Em- 
perour amazed, confidering his voluntarie obfcuritie, and 
great defert, but EMINE ftill poynted at ROBERT, Emine ftill 
intimated Robert : fome fufpefted this man, fome that man. 
To be fhort, in that Chriftendome had been faued, and Rome 
preferued by his meanes, by common confent it was orde- 
red, and the next day moft folemnly proclaymed, that he who 
had fo well deferued of the Common weale, if leauing his vo- 
luntarie obfcuritie, he would bring foorth his white horffe and 
armour, and fhew the wound that was inflicted him in the 
laft combate, he ihould in recompence of his good deferts to- 
wards Chriftendome, be made heire apparant to the Em- 
pire, and receyue in Marriage faire Emine the daughter of 
the Emperour. This being thus concluded, EMINE feemed 
to reioyce, and imbraced Robert in open affembly, mouing 
hir Father and Mother thereby to maniailous admiration. 
K Each 
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Each one thorough the Court, began to defcant vpon this e 
uent, and the whole Citie was fodainety filled with the ru- 
mor. At laft the houre of midnight approched, whereby the 
weerie trauailed Princes were called to reft, and Robert a- 
greeued with Jus wound, layd.him downe in his Cabban, and 
the hound fapplying the office of a Surgeon, licked vp the 
clotted bloud of his wound. 

How merttailoujly the Souldan was difconiented after Ms 
ouerthrow, with the tiding? that was brought him as 
touching the Proclamation. 

BUt where the Emperour follaced for vi&orie, the Soul- 
dan farrowed in that he was vanquished, and entering 
his royall tent, altogether difcontent, he began to ex- 
claime on the deftenies, to complamc of his defafter, to expo- 
ftulate with loue, to repeate of his lofle, yea fo was his hart 
burthened with inceflant griefes, his mind broken with reme- 
ditefie grudges, that from a reafonable man, he became inra- 
ged. AUuTe fayd he prepofterous and injurious Fortune, the 
variable goddene of humane eftates, and the vigilant preuen- 
ter of worldly ftabilitie, thou tempered: the indignities of 
thofe that truft thee not, and ouerturaeft the dignities of 
thofe that tempt thee not Thou haft made me, who whilome 
might compare for felicitie with Cesar, complaine my mif- 
fortunes with Sertorius. I am bereft of delight, banifhed 
from loue, and is not this miferie c I am robbed of my 
friends, reuiled of my foes, and is not this martyrdome? 
Oh chat I had been buried in my Cradle, or bereft of thy <ro- 
eltie,or thou hadft been more conftant, or I more circumfpefi c . 
Worldly mherJes haue their medicines; difcontents are re- 
belled by counfailes, wants, and decayes by works and dili- 
gence, reproofes, by patience, in completions all contrarie 
humors haue their helps. Antidra purgeth Melancholy, 
Rubarbe Choller, Sceney Flegme. Woondes haue their 
Balfames to heale them, wretchednefle hath benefites and 
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philofophy to heipe it: but loue the dhtelifh plague of the 
rainde, the determined peftilence of man, the incorporate 
poyfen of the hart, the vnconquered peanance of the foule, 
that hath no Antidotes to prevent, nor electuaries to comfort, 
nor perfwafkms to reliene, nor purges to cxpulfe, only it is 
infinite in nature, and infinite in crueltie. Oh my tile, how 
art thou rauerable through my loue S and my loue, how mif- 
gouemeft thou my life c . by thee I haue loft friends, and aea 
desolate in fortunes, I perifh in thy rage, my fubiefts perifh 
through thy rafimcne. Oh that I had been perfwaded, or, 
that I had better presented. But why f p en d I the time in 
withes, which are no meanes of welfare, Vna fahts vi£hs 
tmiiam Jjtorare fahtim. Let me dye, for death taketh away 
the fcandale of my decay, yea only death is the medicine of 
my mfferie: this fayd, he caft himfelfc grouelmg on his bed, 
contemning all foode, refuting all nourishment, neyther 
could the perfwafion of his Princes, nor the prayers of his 
fouldyours, in any wayes withdraw htm from his defperat- 
nefle, till fbdaine newes was brought by an efpiall out of the 
Cttie, of the general! Proclamation published in Rome, that 
who fo could bring forth his white horfe and armor, and 
fhewe the wound that was in Sifted him in the laft combate, 
he fhould in recompence of his good deferts towards Chri 
ftendome, be made heire apparant to the Empire, and re- 
ceiue (aire Emjhe the Daughter of the Emperour in Mar- 
riage. This newes fomewhat retieued him, and a fodaine 
hope entered his hidden thoughts. He knew his owne cou- 
rage of as great coruequencc as any mans, whereby if he 
were crofted in his voluntary purpose, he might wage the 
Combate, he gathered by rircumftanccs, that the Knight who 
deierued, had vowed obfeorrtie, and thefis tokens that were re- 
quired were pofllble, wherevpon dmnimng all his traine, 
he onely called vnto him a certayne Negromancer of ap- 
prooued knowledge, with whome he To wrought with gifts, 
that hee by Kagicke founde the meanes to drawe the 
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true patteme of the armour, and to finde a horfle fo like vnto 
the other, that who fo fhould behold him, would fuppofe him 
to be that of ROBINS. Being by this meanes ayded with all 
polTibilitks, he caufed the armour to be forged with all expe- 
dition, and wounding himfelfe vehemently in the thygh, he 
prefently bound vp the fame, refoluing by this meanes to de- 
ceiue the Emperour, to compaffc Emine, and keepe the rem- 
nant of his armie in fecuritie : wherevpon, difcouering his 
pretence vnto his Nobles, and fhewing them both his man- 
ner and meanes, he armed himfelfe, and committed the care 
of his armie to the charge of his Princes, and fo taking his 
leaue, departed towards the Citie. 

How the Sou/dan entreet the Citie of Rome in his difguife, 
and made his claime to Emine who fltould have heme 
betrothed vnto hint, and what miraculous chaunce did 
therevpon infew. 

ONe day and more after his laft viftorie, the Emperour 
kept his bed, and viii. dayes continually after inten- 
ded quietnes, knowing that the enemie was too much 
weakned to prouoke him as yet, yet fufficiently able in their 
trench to worke for their owne defence : it chaunced, that vp ■ 
pon the feaft day of 5. Peter (a day of great folemnitie in the 
Citie of Rome) that after the Emperour with his other Prin- 
ces had heard the deuine feruice, and bellowed their bountiful 
almes on the poore, whilfl in great pomp the mighty potentate 
fate in his hall, attended on by a manly trayne of Courtiers. 
The Souldan entered the Citie in bright and lucid armour, 
his creft replenished and beawtified with a plume of rich fea- 
thers, which ouerfpreading the back of his milkewhite Steed 
in many beawtifull colours, gaue greater beawtie to his horfe 
and himfelfe, and in that he was armed after y Chriftian ma- 
ner, the firft court of gard let him pane. He was a Prince of 
high maiefty, and wonderfull dexteritie in armes, and with 
fuch agility managed he his horfe, as all the Citizens be- 
gan to maruell, fome alleaging this, fome muttering that, 
according to their naturall opinions, and difpofitions; but 
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at fuch time as he entered the high ftreete wherein ftoode the 
Emperours pallacc, the fecond court of guard ftayed him, and 
questioning with him what he was, it was anfwered that We 
was the very fame knight that had reflcewed the Emperour, 
releeued Chriflendom, and deferued Emin E,and forthat caufe 
he was come according to his Excellencies proclamation to 
claimc his due. The rumour was no fooner fpred, nor the 
word part, but hee was entertained with generall applaufe 
of the Souldiers, the Citizens began a feftiuall, and all the 
chiefe Courtiers in magnificent pomp came out to meet him, 
when being difmounted and brought before the Emperour, 
after gracious falutations he began thus. 

Moft mightie and famous Emperour of Rome, fince the 
common voyce throughout Chriftendome, and report in for- 
raine Countries, attributeth as much conftancie to thy word, 
as commendation to thy worthinefie; I haue being a Prince 
as mightie as thy felfe, and more courteous than thou imagi- 
ned, prefumed to relie vppon thy promife, and require the ac- 
complifhment of thy proclamation; I am the man Romane 
Emperour, that bewitched with the excellent beauties of thy 
daughter, haue forfaken mine owne friends, to relieue my 
foes, and haue faued thy life, when thou foughteft my loffe, I 
haue inuefted a meane fubiect with the eftate of a Souldan, 
and from a Souldan haue I changed my felfe to procure thy 
fafetie; Loue (thou great Potentate) hath made me murther 
mine own Mercenaries, maflacre my natiue friends, yea loue 
hath fo gouemed my affections that to enioye it I haue ha- 
zarded my fortunes: yet is the reward of my trauell fo great, 
and the regarde of Emine fo gracious, that were there thou- 
fand kingdoms to aduenture, millions of Souldiers to loofe, 
hofts of friends to forfake, I would leaue them all to betake 
me to Eminb; that I am the man, behold the meanes, the ar- 
mour, the horfe, beholde the wounds, which thy purfuing 
Knights inflicted (wherewith hee difcouered his thigh) all 
which yeeld apparant teftimony of my approoued towardnes ; 
had this action been attempted by a ftranger of meane eftate, 
K3 the 



y Google 



The Hiftorie of Robert 

the defect had been mightie; but being practized by thy foe, 
atchieued by thine equal, how worthie am I thy recom pence <F 
The Emperour impatient of delay (his ioy was fo accompli 
fhed) arofe from his royall feate, accompanied with all his 
Princes, and cafting his armes about his necke began thus. 
I had not thought braue Souldan, that fuch bountie of mind 
had remayned in a Barbarian, to hazard his owne fortune, 
and to relieue his foe : but fmce I fee by apparant proofe that 
thyvertueis beyond expectation, and thydeferts approoue thy 
magnificence, my promife fhall bee accomplifhed, and EmINE 
and this Empyre, thefe Peeres and mine owne perfon, fhall 
be at the Souldans commaund, onely great Monarke it be- 
houeth thee this, if thou meane to wed a Chriftian, to become 
a Chriftian, which if thou fhalt effect, fuch a league of confan- 
guinitie fhall be knit betweene vs, as fhall concerne thine own 
fafetie, and the fecuritie of both our fubiects. The Souldan 
that accompted no other heauen, than enioying EMlNE,and 
rather refpected his pleafure, than his profefnon, voluntarilte 
condifcended, and in the prefence of al the Eftates of the Em- 
pyre was chriftened by the Pope, that was at that time there 
in prefence, by the name of Fredericks : great was the folem- 
nitie in the pallace, and many the Carenes of the Courtiers : 
then were Lifts fet vp, and Trophies erected, and nothing 
founded throughout Rome but the marriage of Emine, who 
vnawares was called for by the Emperour, and certified by 
fignes of his determination. The poore Ladie expecting no- 
thing leffe than marriage of him fhe detefted, fent out plenti- 
ful! teares, and fpent many bitter fighes to the aftonifhment 
of her father, and the whole affembly continually poynting at 
ROBERT, who in the thickeft of the affembly had heard all the 
coloured falfehoods,and fmiled at them ; but he that rather had 
care of GOD, than the world, fet all pompe and vanitie at 
nought, acknowledging his actions to haue been attempted 
for confeience fake, not promotion. Merueilous was the afto- 
nifhment of EMINE, whofe eye was neuer off of Robert, feem- 
ing as though with piteous teares fhe claimed his protection, 
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which wrought in him a change of colour, and made him to- 
gether with the grieuoufnefle of his wound to depart out of 
the affembly. Emine aftonifhed hereat fell downe in a found, 
and being at laft dawed after many milde perfwafions of her 
father, alleaging how her repulfe was a difparagement of his 
maieftie, me condefcended and vouchfafed the accord : great 
was the ioy of the Souldan, the reioyce of the Souldiers, the 
content of the Princes, y* delight of the priuate : in briefe, the 
day following y folemnifation was to be accomplifhed. The 
rumour of the Souldans fucceffewas no fooner fpred thorow 
the Campe, but if there were applaufe in the Citie, there were 
merueilous triumphs in the Trenches, in fuch fort as it hap- 
peneth among Saylers, who when a bitter ftorme hath bien 
paft, and their fhip in daunger of drowning, forget their olde 
domage, and reioyce their late efcape: fo fared it with thefe 
Barbarians, who feeing the furie of warre ceafed, the caufe of 
peace commenced, forgot their former broyles, and reioyced 
at the prefence of fortunes benefites. In great delight and io- 
litie were thefe Princes conuerfant all the day long, and at 
night with no leffe expectation of pleafure, each one betooke 
himfelfe to his reft ; onely ROBERT who knew the determined 
day of his penaunce was expired, and fawe that the Princeffe 
Emine did mightely affect him, began to cdceaue fome fparks 
of pltie, greeuing that an impious Pagan fhould enioy fuch 
a paragon : and in fuch fort fared he>, as thofe that play at the 
game of Cheffe, ftill preuenting, but alwaies fearing a mate, 
his minde was wholy addicted to God, but the portion of the 
flefh began to confpire; great was the combat all the night 
long betweenc his affections, now of zeale, then of compaf- 
fion, ftraight of loue, for there is no generous heart but is ca- 
pable of the fame. The morning meane while began to pufh 
foorth her beauties, weeping her violet fwiet deaw and pearlie 
moyfture on euery tree, plant, and Homer in the medowes ; the 
hills were adorned with the golden beanies of the Sunne, 
and Rome inriched with all the beauties of Nations, the fpa- 
cious galleries were decked with gold, the rich Pallaces with 
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pearles, and tifliie, euery ftreet was adorned with Arras, vir- 
gins with lampes of filuer with fweete perfumes and odors 
apparelled in white, with Coronets of pearle, their haire (tat- 
tered about their bofomes attended for the Bride, and a 
noyfe of melodious mufick, accompanied with delicate voices 
awaked both the Princes that were to be efpoufed. Firft en- 
tered the Souldan into the great Hall attended with his bra- 
ueft Mufulmahs, fo rich & gorgious, that the Sunne which 
beheld them feemed todazle at their deuifes : after entered the 
Pope with all his Clergie, tinging moil melodious himmes, 
when fodainly all the Princes attending, the Emperour mar- 
ched forwarde, who twixt himfelfe and Pepin of France, { the 
greateft of crowned Kings) brought faire Emine apparelled 
like Iuno inall her pompe,and attended with all the beauti full 
of Europe; Robert among the reft in a newe fooles attyre, 
was a fpeciall attendant, and oftentimes his heart earned and 
his foule fighed to fee that another fhould enioy his title ; faine 
would he haue fpoken, but religious zeale clofed his lippes : 
In briefe, when the folemne feruice was accomplifhed, the 
Pope in all folemnitie prefented himfelfe in his PontifieaUbus 
to couple thefe two magnificent Princes together, EMINE 
was brought foorth, the Souldan addrefted, the Ceremonies 
were begun, and the foothfaftnefie was to be plighted, when 
(loe the wonderous workes of almightie GOD) Emine at 
fuch time as their handes fhould haue Men ioyned, violently 
drewe hers backward, and infpired by diuine prouidence (af- 
ter fhe had been dumbe from her infancie thetherto)fhe began 
thus. 

Vhhallowed Pagan, who to performe thy luft, counter- 
feiteft Religion, and to attaine my loue, haft coyned a lye; 
knowe thou that thou canft diffemble with the world, 
thou canft not bee hidden from GOD : with what face (falfe 
Souldan) canft thou claime anothers right? or intitle thy felf 
to that honour which thy betters haue deferued? It lyes not 
in that weake hand to containe fuch hardines, in that faint 
breaft to enact fuch forwardnefle, neither wert thou able in 
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firmnes, couldeft thou reach to that honour wanting faith. It 
was not man (ye Princes) it was no humane power (dread 
father) but the diuine working of God by the meanes of this 
fuppofed Idiot, that gaue vs conqueft : This ROBERT fuma- 
med (for his wicked life in times part) the Diuell, who hath 
turned his damned deedes to deuotion, is he that reflcewed 
the Emperour, was armed by mee, was horfed by my com- 
mand ; and if he be fearched, is the very man who was woun- 
ded by your Knights; this Souldans armour is magicall, 
his Steede infemall, himfelfe perfidious; why permit you 
(Princes) that he who hath foyled his hands in your blouds, 
mould be ferued like a Prince of high bountie 9 Lay handes 
on him, inflict bonds on him, flay theviper ere he fling, and the 
Crocodile ere he can deuour. Thefe words were vttered with 
a confident and bolde fpirit, and all the afiembly was abafhed 
at this wonder; the Souldan flood as a man that had loft his 
fenfes, and the beft Romanes began to flocke about Robert. 
During thefe miraculous euents, whileft each mans tongue 
was kept mute with meruaile, the holy Reclufe entered the 
prefence (ordayned as it is thought by diuine ordinance) in his 
hands bare he the true Armour, and about his neck the girdle 
and fworde, hauing a religious Nouice at his heeles who 
led the white Steede; who taking Robert by the hand mar- 
ched through the preafe, and profrrating himfelfe before the 
Emperour and Pope, began thus. How many waies (you 
eyes of ChriftendomeJ hath God permitted error to fupplant 
the righteous, to the ende that beyond expectation he might 
exprefTe his righteoufneffe? The Uppes that were fhut hath 
he opened, and the things that were hidden hath he reuealed ; 
Patroclus is not Achilles (ye Princes) though heweare his 
armour, nor the Foxe the Lyon though he weare his flcmne, 
nor the Crowe the king of birds, though hee hath borrowed 
the feather, nor this Souldan the deferuer, though he hath 
claimed the title : but mod facred Emperour, this man is the 
caufe of your fafetie, Chriftendom is beholding to this prince, 
and Normandy famous in this ROBERT; and that this is hee, 
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what greater token (before my God) than Emines teftimo- 
nie? hath not God giuen her an inilrument to open defert, 
which before time was clofed with dumneffe? and that this 
is hee, what greater proofe than the very Armour, the very 
Sword, the very Steede, concealed and kept by me for grea- 
ter fecrecie "i Behold the wound, not inforced by a voluntarie 
ftroake as is the Souldans, but by a fauouring hand who la- 
boured to difcouer him ; if therefore trueth being opened, bee 
preferred before error, and condigne worthines before impie- 
tie and wickednelTe, Emperour accept this Prince of Nor- 
mandy for thy fonne, who procured thy fecuritie ; for thy ki nf- 
man, who refkewed thy Countrie, fo fhalt thou performe the 
duetie of a iuft Prince, and be commended for thy prouidence. 
This fay d, he dtfcouered Roberts thigh, and prefented all the 
titles of his claime, and crauing priuate conference with him, 
was permitted to conuerfe with him alone in a hidden cham- 
ber: meane while the Pallace was in an vprore, and fome 
fwords- were drawne to affaile the Souldan, who abafhed 
& afhamed at his difcouer ie, feemed rather a dead than a liues 
man. But the Emperour who fawe in his lookes the tenour of 
his loofenes, being a gracious and benigne Prince, withftood 
the aflailants, and after thankes giuen to the heauens, and 
kinde embrace to Emine, he fpake in this manner to the Soul- 
dan. Pagan, though it be in my power to cut thee off, it is not 
my pleafure to vfe difcourtefie, I fee it was fancie that made 
thee faine, and follie that hath procured thy fall, I know thy 
eftate is defperate, thy fouldiers fpent, thy Mufulmahs dif- 
comforted ; and in that I difdaine to combate with thefe who 
are welny conquered, I pitie thee, and pitying thee grant thy 
peace: If therefore thou wilt prefently depart my Court, 
diflodge thy Campe, and leaue Chriftendome, thou and thine 
(ball enioy both life and Hbertie, and that for Emines fake : if 
not, refolue thy felfe to dye, to fee thy Nobles deftroyed, and 
the memorie of thy name entirely exterminate and extingui- 
fhed. The Souldan pondering with himfelfe his perilous 
eftate, feeing his loue recureles, and his libertie rechles except 
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he accepted the opportunitie, anfwered the Emperour in this 
fort. If my fancies haue made me foolilh, beare with me Em- 
perour, more mightie than I haue fallen ; for the attainement 
of Emine if I haue fained, I mull now onely repent it, bea- 
ring a deepe wound in my thigh, but more woe in my heart : 
for my life I refpe& it not, were it not I regard my fubiefts ; 
for thy bountie I accept it, and will depart Chriftendome, 
and fo relying on thy word I take my leaue, furrendring thee 
thy Chriftianitie, fince thou haft bereft me of mine Emine. 
This fayd, reuiling and exclayming on deftinie, the Pagans 
departed, and trailing vp their baggage lhipped themfelues, 
leaning both the fiege and Chriftendome, which was mighti- 
ly comforted by their departure. 

By this time had the Reclufe abfolued Robert, and acqui- 
ted him of his penaunce, and aduifmg him to put on a robe of 
maieftie, he brought him into the great Hall vnto the Empe- 
rour, when as kneeling vpon his knee, the braue Norman be- 
- gan thus. Since my penaunce is performed, and my confei- 
ence difcharged, (moft mightie Emperour) I muft acknow- 
ledge thy ineftimable bountie, who for this feuen yeres fpace 
haft maintained me being an abie£t in mine own countrie, and 
odious both to God & man : for which bountie if I haue done 
your maieftie or Chriftendome any feruice, it was my duetie, 
who hauing defaulted in my former life time, ought in my re- 
conciled yeres to follow honorable actions. The Emperour 
hearing his graue and wife falutation, feeing him an amiable 
and comely Prince, embraced him, and lifted him vp, replying 
thus. I thanke my God (braue Norman Prince) that he hath 
opened truth, to difcouer trecherie, & in ftead of a Pagan hath 
recommended my Emine to a Chriftian, for which caufe hold 
take the honour of my eftate, and the hope of her father, take 
Emine, who by diuine prouidence was ordained for thee, 
and by right and duetie appertaineth to thee: and in fo 
faying hee caufed the Ceremonies of Marriage to bee fo- 
lemnized betweene them, to the wonderfull reioyce of all 
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the afllftance. PEPIN of Frounce feeing one of his Peeres fo 
fortunate, wept for toy, neither was there any one Potentate 
that enterained not Robert with heartie loue and kindnefle ; 
the Emprefte reioyced in him, Emine hartcly embraced him, 
and fuch was the follace throughout the Citie, as may not be 
expreffed. During thefe pompous folemnities, the Empe- 
rour bethinking him on his promife, caufed the Princes to be 
affembled, where hee inuefted Robert with the Emperiall 
Diadem, proclaiming him heire apparant of the Empyre af- 
ter his deceafe. In which pompe and triumph I leaue them, 
returning a while into Normandy where our Hiftorie be- 
gan. 

How Aubert hearing no newts ofkisfonne, after the terme 
of feauen yeares dyed, leaning the poffefsion of his Duke- 
dome in the hands of Editha and the Lord Villiers, with 
the lamentable treafons that thereupon enfued. 

the olde Duke of Normandy, after the 
re of his haplefie fonne Robert, liued a 
and difcontented life, hearing no cer- 
tice of his fafetie, or fecuritie, for which 
tooke fuch inward thought, that at fuch 
time as feauen yeares were ouergone and expired, he gaue vp 
the ghoft, leauing the charge of his Dukedome (tilt ROBERT 
his fonne might bee founde out) in the handes of Editha his 
Ducheflc, and VlLLIERS a Peere of his fignorie. At fuch time 
as his funerals were fully finifhed, Villiers feeing Editha was 
a Princeffe of a milde and mercifull nature, nothing delighted 
with troubles, or worldly affayres, tooke vpon him the hand- 
ling of all controuerfie ; and fo fweete was the baite of figno- 
rie to him, in a fhort time, that from being an agent for ano- 
ther, he began to imagine the meanes how to take the whole 
poneffion into his handes: Little fufpe&ed hee that Robert 
was liuing, and as for Editha fince fhe was a woman, he fup- 
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pofed it an eafye matter to fupplant her, and her power: for 
which caufe, after many conclufions, and melancholie delibe- 
rations, he fubomed two falfe witneffes, who accufed the 
Dutchefle of poyfoning her deceafed hufband, fo couloring 
the accufation with probabilities, and corrupting great men 
by bribes, that Editha was emprifoned, and after a while 
adiudged, which was, either within the tearme of a yeare to 
finde out a Champion to defend her truth, or elfe to be con- 
fumed with fire. The chafte Princeffe feeing iniquitie pre- 
uaile againfl equitie, perceiuing the Iudges eares were fhut, 
and the great mens toongs filent, and beholding her former 
friends, how like fommer birds they forfooke her, fhe call off 
all care of life, grounding her felfe vpon her innocencie, and 
returning to prifon, led therein a folitarie and lamentable 
life, whilft Villiers enioyed the Signiorie. Often and ma- 
ny were her complaints, accompanyed with feruent prayers, 
and diuers times called fhe to remembrance her former of- 
fences, and bethinking her felfe of her fonne, wept bitterly. 
One day looking out of her prifon windowe, (from whence 
fhe might beholde the thicke Forrefts, and pleaifant Meades) 
fhe bethought her felfe how wretchedly fhe had curfled her 
wombe, and the vnhappie fruites of her tempting God : for 
which caufe, humbling her felfe on her knees, and (heading 
teares of companion, fhe fpake thus. O my God, thou art 
iuft, but X injurious : I tempted thee by vnlawfull curfles, 
thou chaftifeft me with deferued crueltie: I "imputed my 
barraineue to thy wrath, not to my wickedneue, and fought 
helpe from the Fiend, in hope to be fruitfull: this my temp- 
ting of thy Maiefty, exempteth me from thy mercie, and my 
lewd defires are the caufe of my lamentable deftruftion. 
O Mothers learne by me, let him that made all things, mo- 
derate all things : let him that graunteth increafe, prefixe 
the time of increafe, except not againft his glory, leaft he ex- 
empt you of his goodnes ; his delayes are no dalliance, his de- 
crees are deuine : fince therfore he doth difpofe of vs, let vs not 
oppofe our felues againft him : O father of mercy pardon my 
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impietie : let mine innocencie haue refcous, as thou ait the 
God of the righteous: thou that fauedft Susanna fuccour me; 
thou that relieuedft DANIEL deliuer me: in this fort, and with 
thefe ughes, full often and many times did this poore Prin- 
ceffe bemone her mifchiefe, exclaiming on the impietie of her 
accufers, whilft fufpitious Villiers thought euery houre an 
age, and euery day a yeare, till her dayes were determined, 
yet in outward fhewe he bemoned her, vifiting her often- 
times, prefenting her with many delicates, enterprifing with 
all pomble induftrie to rid himJelfe of fufpition, and abufe 
her fimplicitie: diuers of the Princes priuily murmured, fee- 
ing his ambition by his behaiuour, and his craft cloked wi- 
der curtefie, but as times haue their reuolutians, fo truthes 
are difcouered, which fhall manifeftly appeare by the fequcale 
that infueth, wherein it is euidently prooued, that God neuer 
faileth thofe who put their truft in his mercie. 

How Robert after he was imuJUd in the Empire, heard of 
his Fathers death, and departed to take vpon him his 
Dukedome, accompanied with Emine Ms Empreffe, 
and Pepin of Fraunce, ■with other Princes. 

WHen Robert fumamed the Deuill, had in this 
fort attained to the Monarchic, enioying the 
tipe of worlds feh'crtie, wherewith ambitious 
mindes are greatly delighted, yet (hewed he himfelte to be 
To farre eftranged from vaineglory, that he wholy attributed 
his good fortunes to the deuine Maieftie: his delight was to 
conuerfe with holie men ; his ftudie the heauenly doftrine, he 
entertayned Hermits with great deuotion, and Pilgrims re- 
ceiued great prefents at his hands : in this fort remained he 
beloued of his equals, and honored of his fubiefts, affected by 
the Emperour, fancied by Emine, till a defire tooke him to rc- 
uifit his owne Countrey, & conuerfe with his owne friends, 
and lo to the furtherance hereof, how occafion miniftred it 
fdfe. It chanced at fuch time as all the Chriftian Princes 
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prepare to make returne into the Countries, in that y* warres 
were nnifhed, that Pepin had certayne letters fent vnto him, 
whereby hee vnderftoode of the deceafe of Aubert, and the 
eftate of the Duchy, which he imparted with Robert, whofe 
fodaync forrow caufed the whole Court to be detayned with 
difcontent. In briefe, his heart fo earned at the (lender and 
weake eftate of his natiue Countrey, that at laft he attayned 
licence from the Emperour, to goe vifite the fame: Emine 
llkewife was permitted to accompany him, with many other 
great Lords, fo when all things were in a readynefie, hee 
tooke his leaue of the Emperour, who with entire affec- 
tion and tender fauour, embraced both his Sonne and 
Daughter, recommending them to the fafeconduit of the 
Almightic, and King Pf.pin, who accompanyed them : and 
fo long they trauayled with gracious entertaynement in all 
great Cities, that at laft they arriued on the frontires of 
Normandie, when as Robert bethinking him of his Fa- 
thers lofle, began to weepe, whome Emine comforted with 
many amiable confolations, and Pepin perfwaded with 
found and fage reafons. They had not long trauayled, but 
they met a Damofell galloping in great hafte, and lamen- 
ting fo piteoufly, that it greeued the beholders: aged lhee 
was, yet goodly of perfonage: and being earneft in her haft, 
would haue ouerpaflfed the Princefle, had not Robert flayed 
her, demaunding the caufe of that her fo great expedition. 
O Prince (fayd fhe) for no lefle thou feemeft, hinder not my 
hafte, leaft thou harme an innocent: for why, my let is the 
lofle of fuch a Lady, who hath not her equall in the world 
for vertue, yet fhortly is like to perifli through treafon and 
villanie. Robert knowing her countenance, queftioned fur- 
ther, and his minde perfwaded him, that the caufe neerely 
touched him, as in footh it afterwards prooued, for the Lady 
ripped vp vnto him the whole difcourfe of Edithas imprifon- 
met, her accufa tio for poifoning her hufband, y^ fubtil & malig- 
nant infinuatios ofVl LLiERS,neitherpretermitted fhe any thing 
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that might concerne his Miftrefie, or moue affeSion: (he 
tould how his Ladie was adiudged to death within three 
dayes, if (he found not a Champion, (for onely three dayes 
remayned of the yeare) (he declared the earned hafte of the 
accufers, and concluded thus: Now noble Prince, fince 
thou knoweft the caufe of my trauaile; if courage ferue thee 
in the attempt, O be forward, and helpe the forfaken, for 
more noble canft thou not fight for, more gracious canft thou 
not aduenture for: but if thou preferre thy reioyce before 
iuftice, pleafure before prowefie, and beare the name of a 
Knight, but not the nature, O ftay me not, Hay me not good 
Prince, I will feeke out Pepins Court of Frounce, where 
are valiant Knights and vertuous, Heme in rigor, ftudious 
of right; who if they forfake this caufe, are worthie to enter- 
taine none. This difcourfe finiflied (he with aboundant 
teares, neither was there any in the company fo hardharted, 
who bewept not Edithas miferie. ROBERT inflamed withdif- 
pleafure, replied thus: Lady, thou haft found a Champion, 
feeke no further, heare is Pepin to allow him, and a Prin- 
ce(fe to appoint him: this fayd, he in priuate conferred with 
the King of Frounce and Emine, defiring them to take eafye 
iourneys, whilft he and the meflenger intended the fafetie of 
Editha: the requeft was fo reafonable, that it was quickly 
graunted him ; wherevpon he tooke his horfle and armour, 
and trauailed with the auncient Lady, refoluing himfelfe 
in euery refpe£l of that he fufpefted : yet concealed he him- 
felfe, though (he required his name verie eameftly, and ta- 
king vp his lodging neere the Citie of Roane, he charged 
the Lady to goe and comfort her Miftrefie, alluring her 
that the had a Champion that either would dye or acquite 
her. The Lady was not flack to accomplifh his commaund, 
but fo fchooled her Miftrefie by comfortable admonitions, 
that (he who before times was altogether comfortlefie, be- 
gan to gather fome confblation. And now the prefixed day 
was arriued, when VlLLIERS defirous to effeft his pretended 
tirannie, had erefled an ample and faire Liftes in the chiefeft 
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and faireft playne adioyning to Roan, building fumptuous 
Scaffolds Tor the Indges, prouiding place of audience for 
the prifoner, leauing nothing vnfought for, that pertayned 
to that tragedie : and at fuch time as the aflembly of eftates 
was fet, he brought foorth the Champion, a kinfman of his 
owne, well inftrufted in armes, and refolued in the complot 
of treafon. This braue Caualier ritchly mounted, bonded his 
horfle before the Judgement feate, offering to doo his deuoire 
toward the approbation of the Dutcheffe treacherie. Then 
was the prifoner called for, where Editha carying in her 
lookes the badge of modeftie ; in her behauiour the courage 
of a Matron; apparrailed in black Veluet, and couered with 
a vaile of black Tiffue, afcended her Scaffold, attended by 
all the chiefe Ladyes of Normattdie, who to teftifie their me- 
lancholic, were in like manner attyred mournefully. After 
that Editha had done her obedience to the Iudges & Eftate, 
fhe was demaunded for her Champion, who returned this 
anfwere. It is extreame iniurie, and no iuftice (you Fa- 
thers) when Princes fhalbe condemned like priuate perfons, 
without refpect of their Maieftie, or regard of their accufers: 
for otherwise was Auberts hope (ye Lords) who appoynted 
me to commaund you, and not to be condemned by you : but 
dutie I perceiue was buried with him, and thofe that hono- 
red him in his life time, it was not for loue, but in hope to get 
lining. I am accufed for poyfoning AUBERT, ye Peeres, and 
you your felues were eye witneffes of his naturall death, 
when no figne of treafon, no token of violent death, appeared 
either before his death, or alter his departure. Had he taken 
potions, they mould haue wrought, but you knowe there was 
no violence in his pangs, but euen the infirmitie of age that 
faftiioned him to his graue. But you will fay there are wit- 
neffes, and what alledge they ? forfooth that I bought poy- 
fon, butofwhomeS that I tempered poifon, but where 5 that 
I miniftred poyfon, but when? were you as forward to exa- 
mine circumftances, as you are affected to liften to com- 
plaints, you would blufh either at your wilfull blindneffe, or 
M vndefer- 
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vndefemed malice. But be it as you pretend, adiudge me to 
the fire, yet lhal I dye innocent; call me murtherefie, I know 
I am innocent; for my Champion, I haue not fought him, but 
God hath fent him : if he come not at the fummotu, let my 
body be confumed, this is the aime of mine enemie, and the 
worft of your enuie. This conclufion ihe vttered with confi- 
dent boidneffe, infomuch as Vi lliers blufhed, and fome of the 
Peeres began to fufpect him : well, the fummons was foun- 
ded according to order, and braue ROBERT of Normaadu 
boldly entered the Liftes, offering to aduenture his life in the 
behalfe of Editha. Great was the ioyof all the Ladyes, to fee 
fo goodlya Knight enterprifethe Dutcheffe right, and Editha 
in thought feemed to claime fome part of him : but leaning 
tedious circumlocutions, this in briefe was the effecT: of the 
matter, the Champions were fwome, and the Iudges ap- 
pointed, and after found of Trumpet, and Proclamation, 
the Combate was commenced. Great was the courage of 
the accufer, but greater the conftancte of the defendant, die 
one fought for money, the other fought for his Mother, the 
one trufted to his force, the other to his faith, the one fought 
with feare, the other with confidence, in briefe, the one no 
lefle animated byamitie, than theother emboldened by equitie, 
after theyr Launces were broken, they betooke them to 
theyr Swoords, where (after fome fmall refift) ROBERT 
lent his aduerTarie fuch a ftroke, that he cut off his right 
arme, and killed his Horffe, and nimbly buckling himfclfe 
vnto his enemie, who prepared to flye, rent off his Helmet 
from his head, and rudely calling him on the earth, com- 
maunded him either to difcouer the truth, or hee was but 
dead. It is woonderfull to fee the afleclion of faithfull Com- 
mons to their naturall Princeffe, for no fooner was the ap- 
pealant ouerthrowne, but they all with common voyce 
cryed out, God faue Editha our true Princeffe and inno- 
cent. VlLLIERS was abafhed, and defcending from the Judge- 
ment feate, fought meanes verie politiquclie to make away 
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the vanquifhed, before the villanie were difcouered: but 
ROBERT preueated the fame, for menacing him that was 
in his daunger with pre f ent death, hee in open alfemblye 
difcouered the Treafon, the Complot of Villiers for the 
Dukedome, leaning nothing vntouched, that might raani- 
feft the Dutcheffe innocencie. This his confeflion fo mo- 
ued Robert, that taking Villiers by the heare of the head, 
hee drcwe him to the Iudgement feate, caufmg the Ef- 
cbcutns of Roan to lay holde on hym, when mounting vp 
the Scafibld where the Prlnceffe fate, bee tooke her by 
the hand, and conducted her to the chiefeft feate of Iudge- 
ment, and opening his Beauer, hee humbling himfelfe on 
his knee, fpake thus; 

Though ray vnwortbineffe before times (molt gratious 
Dutcheffe, and curteous Mother) deferue not the fight 
of fo reuerent a perfon, yet acknowledging my faultes, 
and befeechmg your fauour, beholde your Sonne Robert 
(for nis wickednene before times fumamed the Deuill) 
now humblie proftrate before you in all duetie: though I 
hane been a corouue to you in your youth, beholde, God 
hath left mce to be a comfort to you in your age: Reioyce 
(Madame) and as appertayneth to you, punifh this Tray- 
tor according to his demerits. And you vnnaturall Nor- 
mans, that neglecting duetie, haue affected doubleneffc, 
growe afhamed at your foUyes, and confeffe your faults, 
who haue countenanced a Traytor, and contemned your 
Soueraigne. Editiia deuoured in ioy, in ftead of reply, fell 
vppon his neck in a found, and with fuch entyre affection 
embraced him, that rt was thought that both their bodyes 
were vnited together with a mutuall fimpathie of affecti- 
ons: and after fhe was reuiued a little, ftealing a long khTe 
from his lips, fhe began thus. And art thou yet liuing my 
Sonne, or are mine eyes decerned f Yea thou liueft my 
Sonne, for nature tells me fo, planting fuch a ioy in my 
heart to fee thee, as I neuer had fo great will to figh for thee. 
Mi Oh 
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Oh the fruite of my worn be, and the comfort of thy father had 
Aueert lined to behold thee my fonne,to hauefeenethy wflde 
dalliance exchaunged to wife difcourfe : thy fond behauiour, to 
affable benignitie, thy diuellifhnes to difcretion; oh the toy, 
oh the follace ; but hee from heauen beholdeth thee, and I on 
earth embrace thee. The P^eres and Ladies cut off her fur- 
ther difcourfe, each one prefenting him homage and humble 
falute : whereupon taking Edith a with him, and placing her 
on the right hand, he with great grauitie afcended the Iudg- 
ment feate, and fpake thus to all the aflemblie. Were I as 
infolent, as I haue been accuftomed (my countrimen) neither 
would I afcend the place of Iudgement, nor condifcend to 
adminifter Iuftice: but fince God hath humbled my heart, 
and altered my affects, and made you happie, in calling m£e 
home, hearken to me my Subiects, and confider on my fay- 
ings: If abfence alter not heritage, as it cannot, and forget- 
fulneffe chaunge not dueties, as it fhould not, you ought yee 
Normans to accompt me for your Lord, and accompanie my 
care for you, with your loue towardes mee : and for this loue 
and duetie you imploy on mee, I muft leuell out and deuife 
meanes to preferue you, which can no better bee adminiftred 
but by iuftice, which ordereth all things with fo determined 
iudgement, that the good are maintained for their goodneffe, 
and the bad punifhed for their iniuftice: Since therefore in 
the entrance of my gouernment I finde cockle that hath cho- 
ked the corne, weedes that haue ouergrowne the herbes, and 
peruerfe mc who haue inuerted policic, I will take the fword 
in hand like a commaunder.and roote out this cockle from the 
corne, thefe weedes from the herbes, thefe rebells from the 
righteous, that the good may better flourifh,and the bad ftand 
in more feare; for which caufe (ye Normans) fince it is con- 
feffed,andapprooued, that Villiers with hiscompetitors,haue 
confpired againft'the Ladie Ducheffe my mother, our will is 
that they perifh in the fame fire they prouided for the faultles, 
and fufferthefame punifhment theyordained for the innocent. 
All the whole people applauded his righteous iudgement, 
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and iuftice was orderly executed, whileft each one meruailed 
at his excellencie andwifedome. After then that he had recea- 
ued homage of the Peeres, and was inuefted in the Duke- 
dome, at fuch time as hee was entering Roan with his Ladie 
mother,the King Pepin with faire Emine richly accompanied 
prefented themfelues; great was the gratulations twixt Pe- 
pin and Editha, who courted her in this manner. Madame, 
though your Tonne ROBERT departed from you a rebell, hie is 
returned in royaltie, being not only Prince of Normandy, but 
Emperour of Rome, this his Ladie and wife, thefe his follo- 
wers and welwiftiers; fo is your forrowe paied home at lafl 
with great follace, and the griefe you haue endured requited 
with gladneffe. Edit ha when fhe heard thefe tydings was ra- 
uifhed with ioy, humbly entertayning Emine, and honouring 
her tonne; great was the triumph in Normandy for the liber- 
tie of the Ducheffe, the returne of the Duke, and after long 
and feftiuall follace, Pepin receaued homage and fealtie for 
the Duchie, and returned to Paris in great pompe : Robert, 
Emine, and Editha remained in Roan, till afterwards being 
called to Rome vpon the deceafe of the Emperour, he became 
of an irreligious perfon, the onely myall paragon of the 
world. 
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Epilogus. 

GEntlemen, I haue giuen colours to a rare conceit, as ful 
of wonder as worth, as full of perfection as pleafure, 
in which I haue fatilHed humours, and performed hi- 
ftorie, obfeming with Apelles the proportion of lines, as 
Protogenes did the difpofition of lineaments, keeping fuch 
method in my humours, as the fpheres in the heauens: where 
Venus is placed neere MARS to correct his mallice, and mirth 
is planted in this difcourfe to detect the imperfections of 
melancholic. If PROSPERUS feekeforcontemplationh.ee fhall 
finde it; if QuiNTiLIANforinuention,heemaymeeiteit; yet 
are all things tempered with that equabilitie, that wee con- 
template no more than we may auowe, nor inuent no more 
than wee can verifie. Here may the difpayring father finde 
hope in his fonnes vntowardneue, and the vntoward fonne 
take example to pleafe his difpayring father: here is Eben, 
though blacke in colour, yet abyding triall: let thofe that 
make no Idoll of their wits, be matters of this work ; for the 
reft they (hall if they reade, finde a thorne where they feeke 
a thiftle, and a reafon to condemne themfelues, though they 
commend not this fequell: and fo courteous Gentlemen re- 
lying on your fauours, I bid you farewell, 

FINIS. 
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Diogenes in his 

Singularitie. 
Wherein is comprehended his merrie 

baighting fit for all mens benefits : 
Christened by him, 

A Nettle for Nice Nofes. 
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To the Right Worfhipfull Syr 

John Hart Knight, all health 

and Happines. 

IEathen people (Right Wor- 
fhipfull) lead by Nature, ab- 
horred nothing more than 
a man Ingratefull : The 
; taught from Heauen, com- 
mand nothing oftner than to be thanke- 
full. To auoid the reproofe of the one, 
and obey the charge of the other, I pre- 
fent your Worfhip (in figne of my fin- 
cere affect) with this fmall conceit, pend 
by a Gentleman my deare friend. The 
matter may at the firft fight (I graunt) 
feeme nothing graue, but in the procee- 
ding it will prooue Gratious : Diogenes 
reprooues the vitious, commendes the 
vertuous, vnmasks finne, and fets downe 
remedies. If you accept it and forget my 
boldnes, my defire is fatisfied, and the 
Author no leffe pleafed. 

Your Worjhips humbly 

Iohn Busbie. 
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Diogenes to fuch as are difpofed 
to Reade. 



7| En, or Gentlemen, if ye be Gentlemen 
I or men, accept thefalutalions of a Ci~ 
r nicke: Diogenes wifketh infinite 
'goodfpeede to your good proceedings, 
and ' curfelh endleflie yourill demeanors: wifhing 
tkelafl toperifk without fup>pofing,thefir/l toflou- 
ri/h without fupplanting. That Diogenes is a 
Dog, the worft doubt not: hisreprehenfionsdogged, 
the mofl denie not', for what foole blinded with 
earths vanitie, accounts notreproofe bitter, andthe 
iuft reproouer a byter. Seeing tlien the worlde is 
growenfofenfuall,no meruaile though Cinic As bee 
flightliefetby. If any of you readandtike, why then 
it likes me : ifreadanddiflike,yet it likes me : for 
Philofophie hath taught me to fet as light by enuie, 
asfiatterie. Greedines hath got vp all the garden 
plots, and hardly haue la roome left to turne my 
Tub round in : the befl field flowers now fade, and 
betterthan Nettlesmy landswillnotaffoord. They 
that lift may take, thereflleaue,a?tdfoIleaueyou, 

Euery good meaner s wel-willer, 

Diogenes. 
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Diogenes in his fingularitie. 

Interlocutors: 

Diogenes. Philoplutos. Cofmofophos. 

es: A goodly day if men were as 
: The Sunne I fee rifeth vpon many, 
ot to their amendment. Good God 
a Citie Athetis is? Here are faire 
s, but falfe hearts! Many teneme"ts 
fit to make Temples for the Gods, but fewe owners in 
them that tempt not the Gods : I fee here goodly Palla- 
ces, & rich, that fpue out their Maifters for Riot; A 
faire market place to entertain much mifchiefe. I won- 
der when our great Maifters rife, how many finnes fhal 
rife with them? Damocles lately acquainted with Pki- 
lautia in fpcaking hir faire fpendeth hir much, and ha- 
iling a bolde face hath gotten bountifull fortune, Ari- 
ftippus though old yet Hues he by the flatterie of Alex- 
ander, and whether is it better (my Genius to be flea- 
bitten, or flout-bitten? There are fo manie faces now 
in maike, that the World runnes all a mafking: and fo 
manie bad men thriue by countenance, that neceflitie is 
the beft mans cognifaunce. Athens hath manie men 
that will fpend a treafure for a title, yet hauing gai- 
ned the wordly title of happines, (alas) how is it tickle? 
Is it not a gay world? I fawe Lais ieft with Alcibia- 
des laft night, and he endured it: But when Phocion 
the laft day tolde him he was proud (Iupiter hclpe me) 
how was he peeuifh? Our Signiors are feuere, our 
B. Ladies 
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Ladies aufteare. It fareth in Athens as among the Sy- 
barites, who chace away Cocks fro their Cities, becaufe 
they are too watchfull: and our Athenians counfaile 
from them, for feare they fhould become honeft What 
fhould Diogenes then doo but be fingular, to fee the bet- 
ter fort fo fenfuall? I thinke it rather better to weare 
patches on my cloake, than to beare the patch on my 
head : & rather to feede on rootes, than to be denied with 
royot: to feme Nature in want, than Fortune in wic- 
kednes. But why fpeake I of want ? Breathe I not aire 
with the King? Is not fufficiencie a fumptuous ban- 
quet, warmth a worthie raiment, and a good thought a 
true kingdome? Tut, Diogenes is rich: who loytereth 
not on downe, whileft others lack deuotion : who fleepeth 
(with Ariftotle) to wake, and ftudieth (with Cleanthes) 
to watch. But foft, Cofmofopkos doore is opened, and 
Philoplutos is (lining: fhrowde thee Diogenes, the one 
hath a (linking breath that corrupteth manie complecti- 
ons : the other a far reach, which (exceeding the compaffe 
of the Moone) maketh fome men ficke for want of the 
Sunne. S£e, fee, how they preafe foorth : O Meratrie, 
what God foeuer hath a Temple, I am allured thou haft 
a plentifull Altare. In former ages Deuotion was thy 
father, now Doobleneffe is thy furtherer: thou haddeft 
wings in thy hat, but they are moulten, and from their 
duft wickednes is fprung in thy followers hearts. Blef- 
fing on him, how grauely looketh Philoplutos, nodding 
on his Mule as Silenus on his Affe, pretending much 
grauitie, but not a graine of honeftie. Now fhall our 
Notaries get fome coyne : but note this, there is fome 
coofenage : the ftill ftreame is diepeft, & the fteame looke 
doubled. Ah Foxe, are ye walking? But fee, they are in 
conference: the rot confume them, for they confume 
the world. Hide th£e Cinick : it is better to be a Lord in 
thy tub, than a lackey in their triumphes. They ap- 
proach me, I would my curies could driue them from 
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me. They cleaue like burres to woollie garments, and 
draw fleeces of wit from Philofophers: applying it as 
craftie Pbifitians doo their corofiues, fmothering 
much paine vnder pleafant perfwafion, and making the 
world beleeue that Venus is all wanton, in that (the re- 
port runneth) fliee was bred of the fome of the water. 
Huflit Diogenes, the vultures are at hande: (Hence in 
thefe dayes is a trim fafeconduit 

Co/mo: God giue you a good morrow, Signior 
PhUoplutos. 

Pkilo: Thanks good Cofmofophos: whether away 
fo early? I feare mee you be fick of Chrifippus coun- 
faile, thinking no time good that is not gainfull. 

Co/ma: Trulte fir, to gaine experience I am 
watchfull, accompting the time verie well fpent, where- 
in a man anie wayes learneth to be expert : what we lofe 
in fleepe is but lofle in life, neither can we purchafe more 
in liuing, than not to be dead to Hue. 

Philo: You fay well Cofmofophos: but fome ftu- 
die fo much on time, that all their indeuours are out of 
time. I fpeake not this of you Sir, whofe experience 
in worldly affaires, hath graced you among the better 
fort : but of thofe, who nodum in eirpo quosrunt, tempting 
their ftudies in fuch manner as Mufitions doo their 
firings, who wreft them to fo hie a reach, that they ftretch 
them beyond time, tune, or reafon. But to let them paffe, 
Cofmofophos, if your bufinefTe be not of great confe- 
quence, fhall I be bold to craue your companie. 

Cofmo: You maycommaund me: but whether, may 
it pleafe you ? 

Philo: To Diogenes tub, who (as I vnderftand) by 
his long plodding in reprehenfions, is become palling 
fkilful in experience : and feeing manie faults, can more 
iudiciallie fpeake of follie. Now, fince I am called to 
high eftate.and he is continually conuerfant in deepe ftu- 
dies, I meane to queftion with him, following the qua- 
B 2 litie 
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litie of the Be'e, who fucketh his honie from hemlocke, 
and the preferuatiues of health from poyfonable hearbes. 

Co/mo: You doo verie well: but might I whifper in 
your eare, I could aduertife you of a matter of much 
confequence. 

Philo: Say on (good Cofmofophos) mee thinkes 
thefe grey haires fhould include much experience : thou 
canft not but deferue well of the Common-weale, when 
thou entendeft my commoditie, who dare boldly fay with 
Tulfy (who euer faith otherwife) that I am Pater patriee. 

Co/mo: Your rare vertues (worthie Philoplutos) 
are in effect like Archidas Doue, whom each Artift be- 
held flying, but could not make flic: you beare the feather 
of a Phoenix in your bofome againft all wethers & thun- 
ders, lawrell to efcape lightning, and countenaunce to a 
uoyd contempt : which make th your felicitie more admi- 
rable, and your foes more milde. But to our purpofe : 
fince you are fingled from your traine, may it pleafe you 
in this manner to be certified; There are manie in our 
Common-weale of Athens, who haue ripe wits & rea- 
die toungs, who if they catch an inch, will claime an ell ; 
if they put in the finger, will thruft in the head. Of thefe 
you mult take heede : for it is an olde reafon of Charon- 
das, (and not fo olde as true) that yong fruitfull plants 
grafted on an olde ftock, will foonefuck out thefubftance; 
and that jEfops hufbandman that warmed the fubtll fer- 
pent in his bofome, was brought by him vnto his burial : 
fuch yong nouices muft be checked like wanton whelps, 
their tungs muft be wormed leaft they wound, and their 
fethers clipped leaft they confpire. If they talke wel, tel 
them they trip; it is better fmother them in the egge, 
than fmooth with them in the bird : for the meaneft fpar- 
row hath his neb, the lions whelpe his clawe, the weake 
thorne his prickle, and the pooreft man his policie ; which 
you may dieine from them, as the Vintners do the wine 
from the lees, if the wine bee too rich, giue it a dafh with 
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water, if the wit be too ripe, fupprefle it with feuerenes : 
who meaner, to fit folic on Olympus, mull fuffer no cfi- 
mers. By this (Sir, I doubt not) you conceipt my in- 
tent. 

PkUo: I thinke thou art Oedipus (my Cofmofe- 
pkos) thou art fo priuie to my conceipts : But hark thee, 
I vfe our Athenian young men, as curft mothers doo 
their vnhappie children, I cal them to me with a rig, and 
whip them from me with a twig, with few crownes buy 
I their gleanings, and imploy all this to mine own glo- 
rie: I know the heauens admits but one Sunne, & high 
places but one commaunder : which eftate fince my good 
fortune hath called me vnto, I will haue none fee through 
my fpe&acles but my felf, nor carie an oare in my boate, 
leaft hee turne mee ouer boord. But fee where Diogenes 
fltteth gazing vpon the morning Sunne, who (defirous 
to fee the Summers beautie) haftely roufeth himfelfe 
from the Ocean. God fpeede thee Diogenes. 

Dio: Euill may they fpeede, if they fpeede not thee 
PhUoplutos: what, art thou rifen this morning as a 
Wolfe to thy pray? or hath fome fat foole falne into thy 
laps? fure it is, thou waighteft for fome profit, thou haft 
fo foone forfaken thy pillowe. 

PkUo: No Diogenes, I am rifen thus early to en- 
tertaine thy counfaile, thou knoweft I am called to high 
charge in this Citie. 

Dio: I, and what of that? 

PkUo: My defire (for this caufe) is, to be aduifed by 
thie (good Cinick)howtobehauemyfelfinthiswaigh- 
tie eftate, confidcring the indifpofed mindes of the com- 
mon people, the daungers that waight on high degrees, 
the policies that are required to entertaine all Eftates, 
the difciplines that are to be vfed in reformation of abu- 
fes, and the rewards that are to be employed on fuch as 
deferue well. 
Dio: Sirha,who appointed thee to gouern in this ftate? 
B 3 PkUo: 
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Pkilo: My Prince. 

Die: How ignorant was hee to admit th£e to that 
place the which thou art not able to fupplie. Is not Me 
an Affe that putteth his affaires in the hand of the igno- 
rant? his fhip to the conduct ofawitleffe Pilot? hisftock 
to the difpofing of an ignorant banquer ? or his citizens 
to his charge that hath not long conuerft with counfail? 
Heare me Philoplutos, I feare me thou art quicke of 
fent with Demades, thou wilt fmell more than thine 
owne, and thy high countenance in this citie will be an 
occafion for thee to coulor thy wickednes? Thou loueft 
wealth too much to entertaine wifedome, and the defire 
of the one killeth the hope of the other: yet fince thou 
art Cocke on horfebacke, He fit thy ftirrop, and tel th£e 
what becomme th t h6e, though I am allured thou wilt not 
entertaine it Plato, with all the law-makers of antiqui- 
tie, as Ckarondas, Solon, Sefijlus, before them Bcetis 
the Babilonian, Anacharfis the Scythian, with others, 
haue firft (in the institutions of their Common-weales) 
induced a feare of the Gods: which being naturally 
ingrafted in the hearts of men, maketh them enter- 
taine the written lawes with more reuerence. Numa 
(to colour his policies) faid, he had his inftructions 
from Egeria, Romulus (before him) from Jupiter: in 
briefe, the whole aime of vertuous men in times paft, 
hath been to deriue their lawes from the Gods, and to 
confirme their Citizens in fouereigne awe of their hea- 
uenly Proteftor. Firft therefore, (Philoplutos, fince 
thou art made a Maieftrate) tee thou diligently intend 
the feruice of the Gods, drawe thy decrees from their 
diuine motions : fo mail thy people more voluntarily 
accept them, & thou with better conscience publifh them. 
And (as a (pedal rulej learne this fecond leffon, Me- 
dice, cum teipfmn: pull the beame out of thine owne 
eye, then helpe thy brother: reforme thy faultes, then 
punifli others folly. For men in authoritie are eyes of 
eftate, 



y Google 



for nice nofes. 4 

eftate, according to whofe life, euerie priuate man ap- 
plieth his manner of life: fo that the Poet faid truly, 

Regis ad exemplum totus cotnponitur orHs. 
Such beefe fuch broth, fuch lips fuch lettice, fuch Lords 
fuch lay-men. In Traians time all men ftudied iuftice, 
in that hee was iufl: in Oclauius dayes each one would 
bee a Poet, becaufe he delighted in Poefie. Order thou 
therefore thy life in fuch fort, as it may bee faid of A- 
thats, as Plutarch fpeaketh of Sparta, The yong men 
carrie olde mens mediocritie, the aide men are youth- 
full in magnanimitte. In thy lawes refpeft the nature 
of thy people: looke into Athens, a proud afTemblie of 
fine toungd fellowes, daintie in attire, ftudious of no- 
uelties, fond of fafhion, too much addicted to couetouf- 
neffe, inclinde to deceiue their neighbours: now exa- 
mine rhefe by the ftrift lawes of moral! vertue, and fince 
they degenerate, deuife how to daunt them. What fo is 
not of vertue, is again ft it : it is an vlcer & muft be laun- 
ced, an ill humor, and fhould be purged. Let me haue in- 
formers for finne, not for breach of cuftome : a Cenfor to 
correct finne, not an incenfer to continue finne. Let vs 
haue more hofpitalls for the poore, and fewer pallaces 
for the rich: let fouldiers haue more pay, and vfurers 
leffe profite ; let Catelints bee cut fhort, and dceroes 
caldehome: then fhalt thou rule well in Athens, and the 
Citizens be better ruled. 

Co/mo: how well fpeaketh Diogenest 

Dio: Oh, how fondly flattereth Cofmofophost 
Sirha, (hall I counfaile thie ? 

Co/me: Doo, good Diogenes. 

Dio: Thefe kinde words require a curteous requital: 
harke thee Co/mofopkos, thou knoweft Timons fig tree. 

Co/mo: And what of that? 

Dio: Why goe hang thee thereon, the world hath 
too manie lone-world s, but too few hate-worlds : (hall 
I fute thee Cofinofophos? 

Co/mo: 
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Co/mo: How meane you that? 

Dio: Why beftow a funerall bountie vpon you in 
conceit, and tell you how in confcience it ought to bee li- 
ned. 

Co/mo: Say on. 

Dio: O ripe word, a kin to euerie lack-penie, who 
haue learned the fay on their backs, but wil neuer tie the 
difcharge of their bonds. Harke Cofmofopkos, I wil 
haue th£e apparailed according to difcipline and order: 
Thou fhalt weare a bare hat, becaufe thou art too great a 
niggard to buy a new ; and carrie wolues fkinnes for thy 
facing, becaufe thou art a wolfe in thy fafliions. With 
the finger and the thotnbe thou fhalt poynt at finnes fo 
long, till thou catch them in thy bofome : and garter thy 
felfe vpon a ftraight ftocke, till thou haft prooued thy 
felfe to haue a large confcience. I appoynt thee no more 
continencie, than to eate while thy bellie is full, nor con- 
ftancie, but to brawle rather than burne : a filbert is bet- 
ter than a faggot, except it be an Athenian fhe handfull: 
you know that Cofmofopkos, euer fince your laft man- 
age, how doth the father of your fonne in law? 

Cofmo: Doft thou mocke me? 

Dio: No, I meane to moue thee, and tranfforme thy 
thoughts into aftuall feruants to waite vpon thee: Thy 
kinde thoughts (which may bee duely called a£tuall Ai- 
quiuocations) fhalbe tranflated into flefhly feruitours, 
and they of this fort fhalbe called by the name of flatte- 
rers: thefe fhall carrie Oftridge plumes in their partie 
colored hats to waue with euerie winde, & afpen leaues 
in their mouthes in ftead of rofes, by reafon of their in- 
certaintie in wordes: For their liuerie, if they borrowe 
it of Iris, it is all one : partie colours ferue them heft 
that are neuer one : For their other though tes, they fhall 
like the trim Afle in sF,fop haue trapping of golde, and 
a great choller of that whereof one linke will buy them 
an hundreth halters. They fhall be called Mercanti, 
Merca- 
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Mercadanti, Impostini, Caeodentones, Daimones, Somni- 
fophoi, Calopluti, Crufoponeroi, Nay if they were worthy 
of Chriftendome they fhould not want names: Being 
thus attended I know if Pkiloplutos be thy friend, Dio- 
genes with the Wolues may barke againft thee as the 
Moone, but neuer bite thee whilft thou art a man. 

Philo; Thou abufelt my friend, Diogenes. 

Dio: Nay doft not thou abufe him? Truft him not 
Cofmofophos: here in Athens the father hath fuffred 
his fonne to bee hanged for forty Tickles, and hee worth 
4.0Q. talents: The brother hath beggerd his brother in 
his ouerfaithfull credulitie, beleeue not thefe fort of men, 
who fo are married to their money are farre from mer- 
cie: I haue knowne ten men of his name and neuer a 
man honeft. A man neede not A riftotles inftance if he 
can but point at them, there is no word fo common in 
Athens, as My friend: the vfurer pretending Cofe- 
nage, will fay, you are welcome My friend: My friend, 
(faith the retailer) by my, foule it coft me thus much, yet 
fels this man his foule for two pence, and bobs thee out 
of thy Coine with My friend: Nay I will canuafle a 
friend out of breath: Pkiloplutos, becaufe you are fo 
neere mee, It is an olde prouerbe and not fo olde as true, 
Amicus certus in re incerta cemitur, A true friend is 
knowne in a doubtfull matter: and what is more doubt- 
full, than when in borrowing money a man findes no 
friends? So Moffe his mare leaping ouer my Lords 
ditch, faide my Maifter feedes me in Lanes, and is this 
friendship? Yet a fling at friendes, you are my Friend 
quoth the Cobler, if I haue but a peny for my clout: 
My Friend (fayth the fhoomaker) your fbooe is good on 
the Laft, but who fo puts it on (hall And fmall peniworth 
inthclafting: All now a daiesvfe this word Friend moll 
commonly, yet liueth there not any one who abufeth it 
not moft contemptuoufly. Truft not this friendly flatte- 
ring Pkiloplutos, Cofmofophos; for if thou trie him, 
C thou 
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thou (halt finde but a weake ftaffe to ftay vppon : for a- 
mong all the vncertainties of this world friendship is 
lead certaine, apparailed {in thefe dayes) onely in good 
words, and fawning onely on profperitie : 
Atfimul intonuit, fugiunt, nee nefcitur vlli 
Agminibus comitum qui vtodo cinelus era/. 

Co/mo: Well Diogenes, thefe words were better 
kept in, you are too plaine with Philoplutos, who is a 
man of worfhip and muft be honoured. 

Dio : A worlhipfull man, a good word, he muft be ho- 
nored; what for a faint? Beflirow Diogenes if hedeeme 
fo, and fond art thou if thou imagine fo : Honour is due 
to our Gods, not to men rich in goods, I haue feen Phil- 
lips ftatue erefted here in Athens for releeuing Greece: 
yet neuer knew I anie merit honour for decerning his 
Citizens. 

Philo: Diogenes, you are too peremptorie, we came 
not h ether to heare reprehenfions, but to entertain coun- 
failes: neither fhould Fhilofophers (as you are) bee fo 
forgetful of their duties ; it is an-olde faying and a true, 
A controller is not without contempt: ceafe therefore 
(good Cinicke) to complaine of my faults, leaft thou bee 
conuicted of thine owne folly, and profecute that which 
thou haft enterprifed, and aduife me in the adminiftrati - 
on of this our Common-weale of Athens. Thou haft in 
thy induction laid a good ground, inducing the feruice of 
the Gods, and continued thy policies with judgement, 
as touching the Ioofe behauiour of the A tkenians: finee 
therefore thou art fo good an Oedipus, I pray thee runne 
through all eftates in our Citie, that finding the imper- 
fection of euerie member, we may the better eftablifh and 
bring in frame the whole bodie. 

Dio: Thou fpeakeft wel Philoplutos, I wil play the 
worldling a little to pleafe thee, and leaue to rub thee on 
the gall,fince thou art loath thy imperfections mould bee 
difcouered. What eftate (hall we deale with fir/l? 

Philo: 
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Philo: That which I ought not to complaine of. 

Dio: Then vfe Noli altum fapere, and teede on my 
rootes: who haue long handes can catch a farre, fuch as 
haue cleere eyes will quickly fee, yet A rgus nan videt om- 
nia. It was a cuftome among our A thenian Painters to 
decypher the back parts, not the fore parts of Venus, i- 
magining leaft in painting the moale on her face, they 
fhould difpleafe, or in drawing her pale colour to a right 
fanguine.ihe mould condemne them of natterie : Qumfu- 
pra not, nihil ad nos, Groffe Cinickes dare not talke of 
great Signiors: I had rather my Crow fhould fay, A- 
ue C<tfar, than he mould anfwere me with Knaue Dioge- 
nes. Tut, though I be fuigu\&r,Jetnper excipio Platonem. 

Pkilo: What think you then of inferior Magiftrates ? 

Dio: If they be good, it is the better for them, if they 
be not good, fupiter mend them. Thou knoweft Philo- 
plntos, that the prouerbe is olde, euerie thing is worfe 
for the wearing. 

Philo: I, and what of that? 

Dio: I wonder then, why fome Athenians haue bin 
worne fo long time, and haue fo much wooll : I fpeak not 
of fheepe, but of Wolues and Foxes, 

Co/mo: Why, doo Foxes & Wolues weare wooll? 

Dio: I, in winter Cofinofophos, it is a iolly medi- 
cine againft a colde difeafe to be well lined. 

Philo: Your companions may be excepted againft 

Dio: Why, dare men be touched with the fhadow of 
beads? a wife man regards it not, for a foole it matters 
not The fea (according to the Egyptian Fhilofophers) 
is the well of all mowers, and the lodging place of all 
flouds. AUflouds (faith one, I would either of vs were 
fo honeft) enter the fea, and hee yeeldeth them out a- 
gaine, and the floods return* to their place they came 
from, that they Jhould flow againe. I will for this nei- 
ther alleadge lines nor Ieaues; but fo the Scripture 
faith, by the head of Diogenes. 

C2 This 



y Google 



A Nettle 

This fea by reafon of his great magnificence and 
power went to the banlee thereof and faide, I meruaile 
greatly at thy hardnes, and wonder at thy ftout heart, 
thou art euer contrary vnto me, and continually with- 
ftandeft me, thou letteft me that I may not eate the earth 
and fuffereft me not to confound that which I would con- 
fume: I defire thle therefore to be remooued from thy 
place, that I may preuatle againft the earth, & put him 
vnder foote, els fhall I not furceafe to procure thy tor- 
ment, and incenfe my felfe to thy trouble. The banke 
hearing this bold attempt, anfwered and faid, Thou art 
deadly bewitched my good brother, for the maker of all 
things hath ordained me in this fort, and I fuffer great 
trauail in containing thee, in refpect that I would pleafe 
him. Thou commeft vpon mee oftentimes, and putteft 
mee to great griefe, I beare and fuffer for the loue of 
God, in feeking to reprehend th£e of thy gluttonie, thou 
oughteft not then to multiplie vnkinde wordes againft 
me : for I may not chaunge my place, nor be mooued for 
thy peremptorie threates. The fea hearing this, aun- 
fwered in great woodnes; Since thou maift fuffer, fuf- 
fer ftill, for neuer fhalt thou haue peace, but I will beate 
and punifh thee with all my power. The Banke faid no- 
thing, and fo I tooke a piece of bread and cheefe, & went 
my way. 

Co/mo: And what meane you by this, Diogenes? 

Dio: That which I fweare neuer to tell thee, vnles 
thou wilt be vnhoneft. 

Co/mo: How meane you that? 

Die: I meane thus, I fweare neuer to tell it vntill 
thou heareft it, neither can I tell it fo foone as thou wilt 
be difboneft: This caueat is for fuch as you Philoplu 
tos, or (if you pleafe) for all forts. Such as are to go- 
uerne in Cities, ought to admit Counfailers like the fea 
bankes to containe them, and fuch as are Counfailers, 
are to behaue themfelues like the fea bankes, to refift 
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the finfull if they exc^ede, as the banke withftandeth the 
billowes if they mount: yet is there an honeft Church 
man faith, As the fea euer rebelleth, and repugneth a- 
gainjt the bankes, by which it is rejlrained and kept in: 
in like fort fome perfons repugne aduice, which proo- 
ueth they are worthie of punifhmen t. Such as counfaile, 
muft haue Clarkes which like good fhepheards n^ed not 
dread the malicious threatnings of the bad : yet fuch as 
counfell the diuell, cannot mend him of his euill. But 
to the purpofe: The fea banke I told you of, fhould re- 
femble you, if you diffemble not. Oh how I miftake? 
You mould refemble the fea bankes, which as they refift 
al ftormes whatfoeuer: fo mould you {in fuch manner as 
waking fhepheards are wont to doo) k£epe your fhiepe 
from cruell beafts, leaft Leodore come in with this I- 
tem, Euill jkepkeards take no heede of their Jheepe, & 
hired men if they fee the Wolfe charging the flocke, 
they fodainly jlie. O you fea bankes, let me fpeake vn- 
to you before one of your Matters, when Hie you away? 
Certainly, when you are ftill and dare not fpeake before 
the mightie, and when you are timorous and fearfull to 
withftand fuch as are tyrannous and froward. Shall I 
comfort you with an olde father? I marrie fir, and will 
I: Entend you to pleafe the Gods, as for the threatning 
of man you ne^de not care. Philip of Maeedon (Phi- 
loplutos) was a wife felow as thou art, lame on his legs 
as I wifh th£e not: This Philip befieging Athens, in 
freede of raunfome of the Eftate required ten Orators of 
his choyce: but harke what Demofllienes fafd, I tell 
you,oryourworihip,or your manfhip (for that fhould b£e 
the beft ftyle) I marrie will I, thus faid he to the people, 
and thus fay I to Philqplutos: Wolues on a time fpake 
to the fhepheards, and faid, Your Dogs are al the caufe 
of the difcord which is rifen twixt you and vs: if you wil 
be at one with vs, deliuer vs your Dogges, and we lhal 
be friends for euer. When the fhepheards had fo done, 
C3 the 
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the Wolues at their owne pleasure deuourcd the fhecpe. 
Take therefore good handfaft Pkiloplutos on fuch as 
are worthie to refill Wolues, and let not Athens be 
of them vnfurnifhed : and as thofe be to be efteemed, fo 
fet not by thy quick-fented houndes, who if they faile 
thee (as they begin to fawne on others,) I beleeue in loo- 
fing thy dogges thou wilt prooue but a fheepe, and they 
in fcome barke out; A murren on thofe rotten Rammes 
which will be fo couetous. 

Co/mo: Why, thou art altogether prcpofterous 
in this difcourfe Diogenes, vfing fuch equiuocations, 
and quiddities, that I am beyond my felfe to thinke on 
them : now alludeft thou the bankes to great men, now 
the fea to no man ; now the bankes to their followers, 
now the ttrength of thofe banks to the feas miffortune : 
truly, truly, I know not where to finde thee. 

Du>: Then am I like Pkiloplutos flatterers, full 
of all religions, yet following none: whatfoeuer I fay, 
I will not (land too, if anie man fay I fpeake ill, I will 
defirehim to teach me better: if I hit by hap like a blind 
woodman in the dark, let men not blame my frowardnes 
but their owne fortune. Haue we talkt of Magiftrates 
all this while? 

Philo: Yes Diogenes, hethertoo we haue difcour- 
fed onely of fuch as haue the administration of iuftice in 
this Common-weale of Athens committed vnto them 
from the higher powers. 

Dio: Then mattereth it not how ambiguouflie I 
fpeake, for wee ought not to bee too playne with fuch as 
they: yet will I profecute my purpofe to pleafe thee 
Pkiloplutos. Such men are like owches in golde, they 
are eyes of a Common-weale, if not blinded with golde: 
they buy more faire words and caps in a yearc with fa- 
uour, than they can well dif geft with wifedome : euerie 
one pretendeth them feruice in hope to ende their rates, 
the flatterer ftudieth by night how to deceiue them by 
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day, there is no fafhion loft that fitteth not their fancie, 
yet fome haue falne in fancying fafhions : they haue ma- 
nie Philitions for the bodie, but few true Phifitions for 
thefoule: they often light on good feruants, but feldome 
klepe them : in briefe, if they be not at enmitie one with 
another, they are happie : for I haue heard among beads 
that corrupt intention to defraude, and vngodly purpo- 
fes to deuoure, hath coft the deceiuer his head, and fwa- 
lowed him in his owne fnare. 

Co/mo: How among beaftes Diogmesf 

Dio: Thus among beaftes Cofmofophos: The 
Wolfe on a time fawed with the Affe, but the Affe la- 
boured truely aboue, the Wolfe deceitfully beneath : the 
Wolfe was malicious and drewe the fawe vnderneath, 
feeking an occafion to deuoure the Affe, and to induce his 
quarrel, he thus doggedly attempted him : Why doeft 
thou throwe the dull into mine eyen ? The Affe being a 
beaft of much patience, aunfwered and faid : I wrong 
thee not but gouerne the fawe according to my fcience : 
if thou wilt fawe aboue I am pleafed, and I labour be- 
neath painfully. To whome the Wolfe faid, I cannot, 
But if thou throwe any dull in mine eyes, I will pul out 
thine. Notwithltanding thefe wordes, they continually 
fawed, and amidft their labour the Wolfe blewe with 
all his power, being verie willing to fill his fellowes 
eyes with the duft, but the timber flopped it, and caufed 
the duft to fall into the Wolues eyes, by reafon where- 
of he was grieuouflie pained, and fwore, that he would 
ouerthrowe the porters and bearers, which he practifing 
to doo, the timber fell fodainly in the midft of his faw- 
ing, and the Affe lightly lept away, and was deliuered : 
but the Wolfe in his enuious imaginations was fup- 
preffed. 

Pkiio: And what of this? 

Dio: Nothing by the faith of a Cinick as touching 
good men, but if there be an enuious man in A thens that 
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neede rubbing, let him f cratch : the more he ftrines, the 
more fcald wil it proue. I with no one to feeke the fup- 
preflion of his equal!, no not his neighbour, leaft in 
drawing the fworde, they dye by the fmiter. Who laye 
nettes to betray fat foules or fooles, or what you lift; 
may they not at laft fall in the fpringe with the Wood- 
cocks ? He that ordaineth a pit for his neighbour, (hall 
fall into it him felfe. If you remember sEfops Moufe 
Philoplutos, he teacheth a good leflbn, but I am verie 
wearie. 

Co/mo: Why Diogenes. 

Dio: In that wee talke of the ftarres which are fa- 
tall in their workings: and when they are difpofed to 
be retrograde or oppofite, they worke wracke. Striae 
not with a mightie man (faith Seneca) nor contend 
not with thy better. I will not iudge with Midas to 
get long eares with pulling, I had rather fcape a 
pinch, than imploy a reprehenfion, vnleite the worlde 
were in At/tens as in olde time it was wont to be, when 
men thought no wordes bitter that fauoured any wit. 
To be breefe : if in the common weale the feare of our 
Gods be well planted, the Prince well counfelled, the 
Nobles better learned than bolde of beleefe, the high- 
wate is alreadie found out to good gouernement, wee 
fhall not neede any long difputation. But fay there be 
a good Solon in a citie, Alcibiades may royot, Timon 
may curfe, Diogenes may bite, AriJHppus may flat- 
ter: yet fhall all thefe be but flea bytings,& may breede 
a fpot in eftates, but not the fpoyle of ftate. 

Co/mo: What thinke you of Diuines & Lawyers 
Diogenest 

Dio: As of Diuines and Lawyers. If good, the ci- 
tie hath too fewe of them: If bad, the gallowes is ficke 
for them. I cannot admit in thefe forts any mediocri- 
tie: for lukewarme profeflbrs in thefe things are loft 
profeflbrs: heare my tale Cofmofophos, The Hare 
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went to Athens to fchoole, and in proceffe of time be- 
came a good Lawyer, furnifhed therefore with Artes, & 
fully fluffed with argumentes, he repaired to the Lyon 
the foueraigne of hearts, and the fole patteme of boun- 
tie, and after a Schollers curtefie, with his round cap 
in his right hand, his pen and inke at his girdle, and his 
hood on his fhoulders, he began thus : My good Lord, I 
haue fpent my goods in following goodnes, and my liue- 
lihoods to attaine literature : fince therefore I haue at- 
tained the fulnes of the one through the default of the 
other, I befeech your Maieftie that I may "be maintai- 
ned, that hauing deferued worthely, I may liue wor- 
fhipfully, vnderyour Maiefticall protection, and thefha- 
dow'of your boun tie. The Lyon feeing his graue lookes, 
his vnkembed lockes (like Senecaes Philofopher) repli- 
ed thus : Friend, I will fii ft make a proofe of thy wife- 
dome and cunning, and afterward puruey thee of wealth 
and content: goe therefore with me to fee diuers things, 
that I may prooue thy learning and relieue thy lacke. 
And as they went both by a wood fide, there paffed by a 
hunter with his bow and arrowes, who fetled himfelf to 
fhoote at a Beare and a Foxe: but the Foxe was wylie, 
and when fhe efpied the bow and arrow, fhee lept afide, 
and efcaped from the ftroke: the Beare (contrariwife) 
was proud, and trufted to his owne ftrength, and ranne 
fo haftely againft the man who intended to wound him, 
that the Hunter loofed his arrowe, and fmote the Beare 
and killed him. The Lyon beholding this, faid vnto the 
Hare, Make me a prouerb of this, that I may know thy 
fcience, whereby I may with more will admit thee to thy 
fallarie, The Hare (after a draft of merrie goe downe) 
wrote this, 

Againft death itpreuailetk much the life to prolong. 
To haue ripe wit rather than ribbes Jlrong. 
The Lyon hearing this conceipt, commended the Pro- 
uerbe, and led the Hare with him to a Citie, where they 
D found 
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found a Lord rebuking his feruants, of which the one 
patiently endured the feuere reprehenfions of his Ma- 
tter, the other was impatient, and full of froward aun- 
fweres : for which caufe, the Lord in his yre all to beate 
him, and fpoyled him, and expulfed him out of his fer- 
uice, and kept ftill the patient feruant, & promoted him 
to honour. Vppon which occafion the Hare wrote this : 
Farre better it is manic times to be JIM, 

Than to fpeake bitterly, and to haue ill will. 
The Lyon was no leffe delighted with this fecond Pro- 
uerbe than he was with the nrft : for which caufe he lead 
the Hare into another towne, in which they found a La- 
bourer yoking his Oxen, aligning them to their iournie 
to eare twelue acres of land, deliuering vnto each of them 
for their feeding a bottle of hay. One of thefe beafts went 
foorth.and bare his hay without grutching : but the other 
began to fpeake boldly and proudly, & faid, What mould 
it fuffice vs to beare hay with vs, he mail not feed vs fo : 
and vfmg thefe contumelious words, he would not carie 
hay to feede himfelfe. But when they came to their la- 
bour, and had eared whilft the euening, hee that had the 
bottle of hay refrefhed himfelfe: the other was wearie, & 
hauing nothing whereby he might be comforted, he dyed 
for great hunger. Wherevpon the Hare wrote to the 
Lyon, faying in this wife: 

Better is it in need a /mall thing to haue, 
Than vtterfy nothing the life for tofaue. 
The Lyon confidering all this, faid vnto the Hare, Tru- 
ly (my forme) thou haft ftudied well, & canfl decide wife 
quefUons. This faid, the Lyon promoted him, to what 
I knowe not, but fomewhat hee had, and well he defer- 
ued it 

Coftno: And what of this? 

Dio: Oh worldly wifeman, you are (till entring into 

the marrow of matters : but I will fit you or He fail my 

felfe. All ftudents of whatfoeuer profeflion in Common 
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weales, feeking for honours from their Prince, muft pre- 
uent their Countries preiudice : you muft ftudie if reli- 
gious, to reprehend without flatterie, if Lawyers, to 
iudge without partialitie : fo fhall their good Prouerbes 
get them pence, and they deferue it for the Labourer is 
wortbie of his hyre. But, oh you Hares, take heed of the 
Foxe in the long gowne, that goes in fheepes cloathing, 
but is inwardly a rauening Wolfe, who is fingular with 
Diogenes to iinglc out his praye, and fets light by his 
fuperiours: follow not his counfaile, take maintenaunce 
when you deferue it, leaft with the proud Oxe you die for 
hunger. To be prouident is your daylie leffons, let not 
therefore curioufnes licke the fat from your fingers, by 
Iupiier I hope you will not, for there is no doubt but 
age will bring on difcretion. 

Co/mo: Which wayes fhould the Lawyer applye 
himfelfe beft? 

Dio: In (Hence, till his vainglorie bee ouercome 
with lodgement, in abftinence when hcc is tempted with 
bribes, in fufierance when he is baighted with iniuries, 
in vprightnes when he decideth controuerfies. 

Phiio: How fhould the Diuine apply himfelfe beft? 

Die: In fpeaking the truth without hypocrifie, in 
reprehending all finnes without flatterie, in liuing him- 
felfe vprightly, and difcourfing on the Scriptures reue- 
rently, in affccUng no partialitie, but ordring all things 
in finceritie. 

Cofmo: I, but Diogenes, the world is fuch now a 
daies, as the purging of growen ficknefies procureth 
death, plaine dealing commonly in this world weareth 
a bare coate. Such therefore as will thriue in the 
worlde, they muft fome times diuemble: for fince of 
two euils the leaft is to be chofen, I tbinke it better to 
forbeare than to beare the fagot, & more meete to beare 
the fagot, than to burne by the fagot 

Diogenes: I knowe thou fpeakeft according to thy 
D 2 conference 
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confcience Cofmqfoplws, and I beare with thee. But 
heare you me, thofe men that are called to the feruice of 
the Gods, mull haue vpright hearts, neither felfe will 
nor worldly promotion muft withdraw them, What pro- 
fited a man to winne the whole world, and to loofe 
his owne/oulet Such as are teachers of the Ample fort 
muft be as ftarres in darke nightes, lampes in blinde 
walkes. What profiteth it the talent to be hidden, or 
what is gold vnleffe it byde the tryall ? Thofe that haue 
care of foules, muft be careleffe of the worlde, careles of 
wealth: and if danger threaten their fiocke, they ought 
rather to fuffer death, than to Ke them feduced, as I wil 
teach you by a prettie tale if you will heare it ? 

Philo: Say on good Diogenes.- 

Dio: I will fatiffic thee Phihplutos. A Hauke 
called Ormarillus being a (tout birde of pray, & feeking 
out for a peere, met with a Gofhauke, who became his 
confederate: thefe two bold winged rauenors, feeking 
in the Summer euening for their ordinarie Supper, 
made this couenant betweene themfelues, that whatfo- 
euer they tookefhould be equally deuided between them: 
vpon which conclufion, they both at once feazed vpon a 
Quaile, and f£eing her a little bird too abiedl a morcell 
for their hungrie mawes, they began coulorably to vn- 
dennine her, in hope to furprife both her and her young, 
and courted her in this manner : Choofc th& whether 
(faire bird) thou hadft rather be deuoured alone, or elfe 
conducting vs to thy chickens and yong ones, to fuffer 
death with them, t6 fatiffte our pleafures. The Quaile 
being in a quandarie faid: Anguifh and trouble is falne 
vpon me on euerie fide, and what I mould do I fhunne 
to doe. Should I loofe my yong ones? whomel haue 
carefully couered in the fhell, and clocked vnder my 
wings? whom I haue fed by my toyle, and brought vp 
with much care : no I will not Lefle hurt is it for m£e 
to die, and to fall into their handes my felfe alone, than 
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to fuffer both my felfe and the fillie ones both at once to 
perifli, whereupon without replye fhee humbled her to 
their grype ; they greedily deuoured her, and the diuell 
fend them furfets that loue fuch flippers. 

Co/mo; How apply you this? 

Dio: Whie thus Sir: After the manner of this 
Quaile ought our truely qualited diuines demean them 
felues, of two harmes they mull choofe the lefle : better 
had they fuffer with a good confcience, than their whole 
flock fhould be deuoured in error, or milled through their 
enuie, and made infolent with their fingularitie. They 
are bound to die rather for a Common profit, than to 
liue for a fmgular auaile. Among the Barbarous, many 
baue beene peremptorie for their cities fafetie. Marcus 
Rcgulus being taken prifoner in a certaine battaile by 
the Carthaginians, was fent by them to Rome vpon 
his faithful! promife of returne, to raunfome other cap- 
tiues which were in the hands of the Romanes: who en- 
tering the Senate houfe being an old man well ftept in 
yeares, in fteede of perfuading his aflbciates for the 
fafetie of the enimie, voluntarilie diflwaded them from 
exchange, alledging his olde yeares, his broken me- 
morie, his vnable bodie, whereby he was vnfit to plea - 
fure his countrie, nay rather he feared to be a burthen : 
for which caufe he humbly intreated them with teares 
in his eies, to returne him home to Carthage, and to de- 
taine the noble yong enimies: in briefe with much ad- 
miration he attained his fuite, returned to Carthage, & 
dyed constantly and confidently for his countrie. Such 
fhould diuines be, but I will leaue to talke of them who 
are beft able to teach vs : they that weare the fhooe can 
beft tell where it wringeth, and no doubt they will a- 
gainft newfanglenes at laft fpeake: for the beft fort of 
them are like thofe Orators, which in cafes they fpake 
of feldome, are fure then to deale verie foundly. 

Philo: Now as touching Soliciters in Law, vnlet- 
D3 tered 
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tered Curates? What deeme you of them? 

Dio: The firft are like Coloquintida in a common 
pot of pottage, they make all bitter, drawing their be- 
nefice from nothing but contention : they deuife fo many 
ftreffes that they breake plaine mens heart-firings. 
They buzze in rich mens eares till they be lords of poore 
mens ernings. And then comes Sir Iohn flitpen to a 
Bailifes office, or elfe to keepc a Leete, where he will fo 
hunt poore mens titles with the (lender countenance of 
Littletons Tenures, as they fhall fooner catch a loufe 
than k6epe their liuing. They write fo much ad opus 6> 
vfum eiufdem lokannis, that they inuert all good vfes: 
When as all controueriies in Athens were wont to be 
decided among curteous neighbors, and the gang tooth 
was a feale of more truth, then the beft bunch of feales 
in the fubtilleft Scriueners (hop in this Citie. Oh what 
fwarmes of them fee I in this Land, they iet vp and 
downe the ftreetes grafping a paper in their hands for 
feare a man fhould fpie a true finger in the nit, carrying 
a pen in their eares to note that which they deferue not, 
their gowne is carried fidelong by the wind like a mifne 
faile, (hewing they are fit to turne to all fubtilties, their 
thumbes are goodly Aicumiftes that with the very touch 
tranflate a fee of ten groats to a fignet of thrfe poundes. 
But Philoplutos and Cofmofopkos, fharpe though I 
be, and Cynicall in reprehending, yet is Diogenes as 
farre from enuie as thefe petifogging pratlers he mea- 
neth from hone (lie, and reuerenceth the graue and vp- 
right Lawyer, as the inftrument of the Gods, poynting 
by their wifedomes the wickeds punifhment, and the in- 
nocents preferuation, giuing to euerie man his proper 
right and ending iuftly long hjdden controueriies: thefe 
dooth Diogenes reuerence with the Surines arife, and 
bans the other at his going downe, who caft oyle into 
fire, and fet a candle to kindled ftaxe: who hauing by fuch 
gleanings gotten once into their gards, waxe then fo 
greedie. 
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greedie, that no fuboraations are by them ouerftipt, till 
the good Lawiers finding their fubtilties, fende them 
where they cannot (lip till their eares be (lit. Thefe are 
like hungrie Dogges, who fight for a boane one with an 
other, and play the wantons together when their Gi- 
ants fee them not. They haue learned the pulling of the 
Goofe beyonde our Athenian kitchin mens conceit. 
They are not content with the fethers, but they will 
haue the fell: Shall I tell you a prettie tale of them 
which may be pithilie alluded to them. 

Philo: Alke vs not whether thou (halt tell, but tell 
vs, matters of woorth among men of wit may neuer 
want attention. 

Die: Among men of wit: well applyed Pkiloplu- 
tos to thine owne flattcrie. Thou attributed a pound of 
that to thy felfe, which a good man can fcarcely wring 
from thee by the penie-worth. But let that pafle, and 
heare my pretence : There was a faire goodly Cocke 
with partie-coulored plumes, and a crimfon combe, the 
verie Chauntecleere of all the dunghill. This proude 
birde was lockt vp in a faire yarde with a fat Capon : 
the Cocke like the bird of the Sunne was the comman- 
der ouer the hennes, the Capon enioyned to pennancc, in 
that he had loll his (tones, was nothing fo (lout So it 
was, that amid the iollitie of the Cocke, and humili tie of 
the Capon, it vnfortunately happened, that the Fox fin- 
ding a gap in the hedge, came and caught the Cocke, and 
for all bis courage deuoured him, and finding his flefh 
tough and fomewhat rammifh, hee call in his minde by 
what meanes he might catch the Capon, wherevpon re- 
ferring the combe of the Cocke, like a graue fellow in a 
garded gownc, he came and (pake in this manner. Bro- 
ther Capon, thy fellow Cock is departed, and in token of 
great loue I haue brought thee his goodly combe, which 
he bare continually on his head. The Capon fitting on 
the rouft began to giue great regard, and tickled like a 
Saramon 
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Samon trout in the gill was quickly beguiled, and now 
came it into his minde that if hee coulde compaffe the 
Combe he might be Lord ouer the hens, and attaine the 
preheminence of honour, for which caufe hee defcended 
from the Rood, the Fox ftarted and caught him, and ha- 
iling decerned him deuoured him, &c. 

Co/mo: And what of this? 

Dio: Euen like the Fox haue our falfe hearted At- 
turnies dealt, Firft with faire wordes haue they got a 
fleece from the rich, leauing them a fmall title for a great 
fumme of money, yea fome are fuckt fo neere the bone as 
they haue no marrowe, a pitifull matter: Nowe thefe 
Foxes hailing fumifhed them with their coine, begin to 
gather countenance, and making poore men beleeue all 
by thei r big looks, they fo rent them that they leaue them 
no Rent, and trouble them with fo many writs that fome 
of them are befide their wits ; Alaffe poore Capons, are 
you fo greedy to buy a Cockefcombe? Truely our huf- 
bandmen heere about Athens, are like sEfops Cocke 
whom the Foxe efpied perched on a tree and bearing a 
peeceof flefh in his crooked nebbe: For which caufe the 
crafty beaft incenfed with hunger, bethought hir felfe 
howe tobeguilde him,and therefore fhee fpake and faide: 
Brother Crowe behold me and marke my fayings ; thy 
beauty paffeth the beauty of all birdes, and thy ftrength 
exceedeth the ftrength of all other fowles, but I am one- 
Iy forry that thou haft no voice, nor cunning in tunable 
and deliuer notes to excell the muficke of the Nightin- 
gale, whome thou exceeded in colour although ftiie bee 
thought to We more cunning in cackling: The Crowe 
tickled with vaineglory fodainely began to fing, when as 
vnawares the flefh fell out of his mouth, which the Fox 
caught and eate vp, and fmilingly went away. Such 
careles Crowes are our Country men till they loofe their 
crownes, for hamng money in their fift they imploy it in 
recouery of things in difcontinuance, and fo at laft loofe 
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both the eftate and the ftocke. Oh fir (faith the Attar- 
ney) your father had it in poffeflion thus long, and will 
you lofe it? What though your Landlord be rich, there 
is law for him ? Thus fo long they law it with the poore 
man, that he prooueth a da we in the end. And what fayes 
the Atturney then? In faith your Counfaile told me the 
cafe was plaine. But oh ye Athenians, hold your own, 
truft not, for truft is fooneft betraide : it is better to haue 
one bird in the fift, than two in the field. Marke Catoes 
wordes, BeUeue not thou another man, for beliefe is 
theftep to dtceipt. 

Philo: Now for ignoraunt and vnlettered Cu- 
rates? 

Dio: In faith I leaue to fpeake of them, till fuch 
as you bridle the impietie of Farmers, Grafters, & fuch 
greafie Patrones, who neither are able to fupply the 
place, nor will part with any indifferent maintenance for 
a fuffidet man: fo I pafle diem to their fuperintendents, 
whofe wifedomes can fee beft into their vnworthines: 
I will onely note a merrie ieft of Arlotto, which proueth 
their ignorance for the nonce. In the famous Citie of 
Millaine there fometimes dwelled a Curate, a feat and 
delicious companion, cunning in merriment, but igno- 
rant of his Mafle-booke: this Cleargie man and igno- 
rant Clearke, happening to read the ftorie of Iacob ha- 
bens duodecimfilios, fortuned in his Portaffe to finde la 
on the one fide, and cob on the other, and being verie ear- 
ned to prooue himfelfe a tall a b c Clearke, he read on, & 
la la la la, and wetting his fingers fo rubbed them with 
impatience, that at laft with blufhing enuie turning ouer 
the leafe, and finding long concealed cob hidden on the o- 
ther fide, with an open mouth and a full throate he cried 
out, £objla voftrefignorie in quefto luoco: was not this a 
pretie fellow at a Qob PkUoplutost Beleeue me one ler- 
ned Milo would came too manie of thefe Calues, who by 
vfe if they prooue not Oxen, are Afles in their age. But 
E this 
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this common place is too plentifull, and my minde too 
peremptory, therefore I will leaue it (as I faide) to the 
good Pallors and Patrones to fee into thefe faultes, and 
to falue them by their difcretion. 

Co/mo: So doe Diogenes: and now to the Mer- 
chants, a great lim of this City, men of mighty pofleffi- 
ons and woonderfully monied. 

Dio: Oh ftay there Cofmofophos, they are thy kin- 
dred, praife them not too farre, for thou art acceflary to 
their faults : thefe men attributing all to fortune, are all 
of them moil drowned in folly: Infatiable are their de- 
fires, & fubtill their imaginations, they thtrft after pro- 
motions vehemently without moderation, wherein they 
feme to imitate the bird Laurus, of whom Solinus vfeth 
this pretty difcourfe. Laurus (faith he) liueth on the wa- 
ter as well as on the land, a byrd of black colour and ex- 
ceeding fat. This Laurus was a fhipman the greateft that 
could bee, yet in all his trauels hee euer ouercharged his 
fhip, trufting to his owne cunning. For which caufe his 
friendes many a time and oft rebuked him of his folly: 
yet neuerthelefie he amended not, but intended his coue- 
tous courfe, in hope of fodaine profit and lucre. It for- 
tuned therefore vpon a time, that hee fraught his fhip ex- 
cefliuely with diuers merchandife, infomuch as he coulde 
not guide it by reafon of the great burthen and trou- 
blous waues which inforced it, and for this caufe the fhip 
funke into the bottomeofthefea and was drowned: and 
fo this Laurus was vtterly vndone and prooued banke- 
rupt: In confeience Cofmofophos, was not this a very 
foole? 

Co/mo: So I heard that Cato was woont to al- 
lude, who neucr condemned himfelfe more than for tru- 
fting the fea : but let vs heare this parable appl ied, good 
Diogenes. 

Dio: I wil, becaufe it is waighty: Merchants fhould 
take heed hereto.and not to couethaftywinnings i n hope to 

be 



y Google 



for nice nofes. 14 

be fodainely rich by great peril!, but furely to increafe 
in wealth with moderation : for Barnard faith (yet Bar- 
nardus non videt omnia) I will not fodatnly bee made 
greateft, but I will profit and increafe moderately from 
moretomore. Heare an other pretty fable: There wasa 
fat Churle that had a fruitfull hen which laide euery day 
an egge, whereupon hee gathered many and folde them, 
and increafed to his owne aduantage. At laft he thought 
(as couetoufnelTe (till hatcheth newe mifchiefe) that if 
this hen were killed and opened, hee fhoulde haue many 
egs in hir, for which caufe he commaunded the hen to be 
flaine : which done he found hir void of egs, and to his vt- 
ter lofle failed both of the fowle and the fruit, according 
to the common prouerbe, Hee that coueteth all, often- 
times loofeth much. Merchants and Chapmen ought 
therefore to beware left they get any thing wrongfully, 
forvniuft mens goods mail be foone deftroyed, according 
to the opinion of the Philofopher: who faith, that riches 
lightly gotten may not laft long. Another alfo giueth 
them this leftbn, Heritage that is haftely purchafed in 
the beginning, fhall lackebleiTingintheende. Harkethee 
Cofmofophes a true tale, a fit note for all Marchants, 
When a certaine Merchant on the fea vppon a time had 
fold his wines which were mixed halfe with water, for as 
much money as if it had Wene pure wine.hee fortuned to 
open his bag to caft in the money, when as an Ape at 
that time playing aboue the hatches, efpied the place 
where he buried it, and in fecrete wife comming and cat- 
ching the bagge with the whole money, he fled to the An- 
chor & began toverefie the old prouerbe, ill gotten goods 
neuer profper: for fitting thereupon, and beholding the 
playing of the billowes againft the barke fide, he played 
the vpright dealer, for he opened the bag and threwe one 
piece into the fea, the other into the fhip,and thus deligh- 
ting himfelfe in his Apifh vprightnes, {being ordained 
to piinifh the Merchants diflembling) ceafed not but caft 
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out cuery pennie, infomuch as the Merchaunt had no a- 
uayle by his fraud : fo tuft are the heauens againft al co- 
uetous difiemblers, who vfing fuch tricks prooue them- 
felues but fhifting Merchants. 

Cofmo: I, but Diogenes, I haue read that Vfuiy 
is allowable, our Princes haue wincked at it, in that it 
hath enriched the State. 

Dio: Thou wouldeft fay, in that it hath robbed the 
State. I will tell th^e, this pra&ife of corrupt heart, is 
the rotting fore of Athens. The Hebrues well looking 
into the lamentable efFeftes thereof, called it Nefcfuelt, 
that is to fay, a biting: a diction which is drawen from 
the theame Na/ckee/t, a word attributed to Serpents : 
for as the Serpent ftingeth and biteth, fo Vfurie (accor- 
ding to the opinion of Rabbi Salomon) is the venemouft 
poyfon among men. For as hee that is flung by a Ser- 
pent in the foote, with fmall paine fall eth a fleepe, and in 
his (lumbers (the poyfon beeing difpearfed) fuffereth 
death: fo the biting of Vfurie makes but a little wound 
at the firft, vntill fuch time as it hath growen to fulnes, 
it confumeth a poore mans whole eftate, and fubftaunce. 
The Chaldees in their Theologie, call it Habuliah, that 
is to fay, perdition and corruption : for it deftroyeth and 
one rth row eth men according to the faying of S. Chri- 
foftotne, who following the Etymologie of the Hebrue, 
compareth Vfurie with the Venome proceeding from the 
biting of a certaine Serpent, whofe woud and fting is fo 
fweete at the beginning, that it engendreth a defire of 
fleepe, and then in the end the fliepe killeth him which is 
wounded, at fuch time as the venome fpreadeth it felfe 
through all the members of the bodie : fo hee which is in- 
chained in Vfurers debts, thinketh in the beginning to 
receaue fome profit, but he doth but call himfelfe a fle" epe, 
and not acquitting himfelfe at any time of the principal, 
in the end he confumeth himfelfe altogether. There are 
Lawyers and Legifts, who (according to the opinion of 
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Saint Hierome) compare vfurie vnto a certain worme, 
who naturally is fo malignant, that after he hath To long 
gnawen the wood that he may turn him in the hole which 
he hath made, he engendreth another worme of the fame 
mallice: fo the Vfurie with the debtor that maketh fa- 
titfa&ion vpon the dayes of paiment, hatcheth vp ano- 
ther vfurie: & poore borrowers hatch wormes ad infini- 
tum to their vtter wrack. And in that the vfurer is com- 
pared to a worme, he fhall haue in recompense of his vil- 
lanie, a worme which fhal inceffantly feede vpon him, and 
tyre vpon his confcience, as the Vultures that gnaw the 
poore liuer of Titius, according to Homers opinio : & this 
is my opinion. This is the worme that (hall not die as a 
Prophet fpoke, more famous than Plato for a Philofo- 
pher. The Vfurer Iikewife is compared vnto fire, an 
aftuall and infatiable element : for as it burnetii and con- 
fumeth all fuch wood as is cad vppon it, fo the vfurer the 
more he hath in his purfe, the more he gnaweth and de- 
uoureth, refembling in this poynt hell mouth. But I 
I may fay to thee Cofmofophos, I muft now laugh har- 
telie. 

Co/mo: And why? 

Dio: Becaufe this their fire of Couetoufnefie fhall 
burne the Author, not only in this world where the wic- 
ked begin their hell: but in the other world, where the 
fire of hell is vnquenchable. In briefe, thefe vfurers (as 
Barnard faith) are Mailer burgeffe theeues, who as the 
Pyke in the pond deuoureth all other fifh, fo doth the V- 
furer the poore people in Cities, Townes and Villages, 
till fome wilde fire cut them fliort. Cicero and Cato ac- 
compteth them for homicides, & Au/onius the Poet faith 
Vfurie killeth fodainly. We Greekes cal Vfurie Tocos, 
which is a name deriued from Title, which fignifieth as 
much as to bring forth, in fuch manner as infants are be- 
gotten : for with lofle of time it bringeth foorth and be- 
getteth much money: a plague on the fathers of fuch 
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, Google 



A Nettle 

monfters. Ariftotle calleth this curled lucre, an infant 
begotten againft Nature. To fpeake in a word, this 
Vfurie is againft the Iawes both naturall, diuine, & hu- 
mane. That it is againft the lawes naturall, the Philo- 
sophers haue Sufficiently teflified, who haue deteftcd the 
gaine of Vfurie: Plato in his Iawes hath forbidden die 
vfage of Vfurie, and hath commaunded to punifh the V- 
furer with the loffe of his principall, and the forfeiture 
of the arrearage. Plutarch hath alfo made an expreffe 
Treatife vpon the fame, where he prooueth that by Na- 
ture we ought not to vfe feneration and vfurie : and for 
this caufe al Nations haue it in horror, as the Turkes, 
Moores, Saracens, Tartares and other Infidels. The 
firft proof e is taken from Ariftotle, who faith, that money 
cannot ingender money, for it is againft Nature, that a 
thing beeing of it felfe barraine, fhould beare frute. Hee 
then that feeketh frute from his money, which is not ad- 
mitted in the number of natural genetrices, how finneth 
he againft the right naturall? The fecond reafon. It is 
iniuftice to feeke to draw profile from that which is not 
his owne: but it is certaine, that filuer tent, is not his 
own that hath lent it, but both in the propertie and vfage 
is his for the time to whom it is lent, and therfore fuch 
a loane in Latin is called Mutuutn, of mine it is made 
thine, and if it be mine, it cannot at that inftant be thine. 
The third reafon, To take anie thing twice, is Larceny: 
the Vfurer doth the fame. And how? Firft he receiueth 
and taketh the principall fumme, and fecondly the inte- 
reft of the fame, which is moft gret iniuftice. The fourth, 
He that felleth one thing twice, committeth Larcenie & 
iniuftice: but the Vfurer dooth fo. For in receiuing his 
money, he receiueth filuer for filuer in the fame equalitie, 
and then in exacting the ouer-plus he felleth the vie, and 
that is (in effe£t) to fell twice, confidering that the vfage 
cannot be feperated from the thing. I could yeeld exam- 
ples of all thefe, but it were vaine, fince the examples be 
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continually laid before the eyes of Philoplutos. 

Pkilo: But how is Vfurie againft the law of God, 
where it is written, that each man may make profite of 
his owne? 

Dio: Sir, that is to take toward a decent main- 
tenance of your liuing, not to the hurt of your neighbor. 
But that Vfurie is againft the Lawes diuine, it appea- 
red) both in the olde and new Teftament, which though 
I haue neuer read, yet as infpired I will preache them 
foorth : for I am affured of the truth thereof. Firft, God 
who commaundeth in Athens and in all places, fhew- 
eth in thefe efpeciall words, that he is difpleafed with V- 
furie: Si pecuniam tuam dederis (faithhe) popuio meo pau~ 
peri, qui habitat recum: nonvrgebis eum quafi exattor, nee 
vfura opprimes. And in another place. Si attenuates fra~ 
ter tuusfuerit, ne vfuras occiputs ab eo. Marke what the 
Pfalmift faith, Lord, who Jhall dwell in thy Taberna- 
cle? who /hall reft vpon thy holy hill? He that hath 
not giuen his money to vfurie. Eaechiel writeth (as 
hauing the reuelation from God, that That man is ittft, 
and Jhall Hue eternally, which hath not lent vnto V- 
furie, and hath taken no ouer-plus: and he who Jhall 
deo the contrarie, Jhall die, and his bloud Jhall bee 
vpon him. Hearke what EccUJiaJtes faith in the xxix. 
chapter, and Iefus Chrift in the Gofpell likewife fayth 
openly, Date mutuum, nihil inde fperantes, lend willing- 
ly, looking for nothing againe. As touching humane 
Lawes, are not all Vfuries flreightly forbidden? Thefe 
are diuided into Ecclefiaftical lawes and Politique : the 
Ecelefiafticall Lawes abhorre and deteft it, as you may 
read in the facred Chronicles and reuerend Councells, 
as well generall as particular, in the volumes of the 
Cannon Lawe, in the Decretalls, in the worthie and me- 
morable writings of the auncient Fathers and Doctors, 
as well Grecians as Latins, whofe large Treatifes a- 
gainft this vnmercifull finne, if Diogenes fhould recite, 
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it would coft him a whole volume, for which caufe I 
wonder at Bodimis an old friend of all thefe vfuring fac- 
tions which holds fome vfuries lawful with Chriftians. 
But if his mafterfhip, or doctorfhip fhall pleafe to exa- 
mine the lawes politique in generall, he fhall finde that 
in all ages in all times and feafons, they haue forbidden 
them, principally the exceffiue vfuries themfelues. The 
Lawes of the moft greateft Politicians, as of Solon, of 
Licurgus, of Plato, of Ariftotle, and likewife of the 
tenne Commiffaries deputed to correct the cuftomes of 
Rome, and to make choice of the moft profitable lawes: 
Thefe men and Magistrates would not admit that vfu- 
rie fhould exceed the compafTe of one pennie for an hun- 
dred by the yeare, which they call vnciare, for that the 
vfurie of euery moneth, amounted not but to an Ounce, 
which was the twelfth part of the hundred Crowne or 
Denier which a man had lent : in fuch fort as the vfurer 
who fought more great profite, was punifhed feuerely. 
The fame lawe was afterwardes publifhed vpon the re- 
queft of the Tribune Duilius the yeare after the founda- 
tion of Rome jpd, and tenne yeres after, vnder the Con- 
fulate of Torquatus and Plantuis, it was reduced vnto 
halfe an ounce by the moneth, and halfe a Denier in the 
hundred for a yere, in fuch fort as the furplufage fhould 
not egall the principal, but in the fpace of two hundred 
yeares. The yeare after, vfurie was forbidden by the 
lawe Gemetia, afterwardes by the lawe Gabinia which 
chafticed the vfurer which had imployed his money be- 
yond the permifllon of the law, with the loffe of his prin- 
cipal). Likewife the lawes of Dioclefian commaunded 
to punifh the vfurer which pra&ifed grieuous and ma- 
nifeft vfuries. And Plato faith that the auncients were 
accuftomed to punifh the vfurer with the fourth part, and 
to drawe the thiefe to the paiment of thedouble: and not 
without caufe, for the Vfurer (faith the faid Plato) is co- 
pared to the Homicide. And faint Ambro/e compareth 
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them to the thiefe and the Robber : as much faith faint 
Ckrifoftome and faint Barnard. Valentinian, afterward 
Theodoras and Arcadius, commaunded that all they 
fhould be punifhed with a quadruple paine, which excee- 
ded the vfury of a hundreth. The prolixity would fur- 
pafle if I would teeke further into the Ciuill law. 

Phiio: I but Diogenes, it is moft certaine that 
fome Chriftian Emperours haue approued Vfury, as 
lujhnian: therefore euery way ought you not to con- 
demne it 

Dio: Approued it? I denie your affertion, but it 
may be they haue permitted it, mould I fay they haue 
permitted it? I mult then fay they haue permitted it as a 
Decenary euill, fo as Cato was wont to fay of women : 
you will tell me that the Ciuill law withftandeth not the 
contracts of vfury with a certaine moderation, neither 
punifheth them ; & approoueth them then ; I deny the 
coniequence. Forhe which approoueth giuethfauourand 
licenfe to execute that which he approoueth : but fo it is 
that there is not any imperiall Lawe whatfoeuer which 
hath fauoured Vfurers, for if fo it were, they fhould both 
inuert the diuine Lawe, and intort the lawes of Nature, 
and therefore the Emperor commaunded an inuiolable 
obferuation of the Counfaile of Nice, by which all vfu- 
ries haue beene prohibited. But inough of Emperours, 
let vs containe our felues in the walles of this Citie, 
which I woonder it fincketh not for fin, there is fo much 
extortion, craft, and vfury exercifed in it The Romanes 
exceeded but in ounces, but we in pounds : their lawes 
admitted them fome fufferance in the compaffe of a hun- 
dreth, but we exceede in thoufandes, we lacke but fome 
wife wag like Alcibiades to burne the Vfurers bonds, 
bils and contractes in the market place, which if they 
were fet on fire, the bonfire would be fo big, as I feare me 
would confume thewhole Citie : poore men cry out daily, 
widdowes waile, all exclaime, there is none to comfort 
F them, 
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them, and how may it be poffible whereas all men ftudy 
their owiic gaine? Oh Pkiloplutos thou haft many Offi- 
cers vnder thee, let one iuft man haue a fee, who honou- 
ring equity from his heart may relieue the fatherlefie, 
and comfort the defolate: for furely, fuch as forfake the 
poore in neede, will at lad be themfelues forfaken : fuch 
as leauc their neighbours and deny them helpe when 
dangers (hall opprefle them, mall themfelues be denied : 
for no one man by worldly potlicy can warrant a peace 
without change, neither is there any place fo fortified 
that may not endure a change or name of eftate : As I 
will teach thee Pkiloplutos, with this thy friend Cof- 
mofophos, in a pretty tale if you will heare me. Ifodore 
in his twenty two of Etymologies defcribeth the Gri- 
phon after this manner: The Griphon (faith hee) is a 
feathered bird and fower footed, and thefe kind of birdes 
be engendred among the Hiperbory mounts, that is, in 
Scithia Afiatica. This bird is like vnto an Eagle both 
in head and wings, and in all other parts of his body hee 
is like vnto a Lyon, and he deftroyeth both men and hor- 
fes, and putteth a Smaragdine ftone in his neft, againft 
venemous beaftes of the mountaines. He flayeth and de- 
ftroyeth all men that dwell neere about him, neither is 
his infatiable couetoufnes euer fatifficd. This Gri- 
phon tookea great prouince to rule, and the more tofhow 
his tyranny & couetoufnes hee commanded three things : 
Firft, that no ftranger fhould be entertained in his coun- 
try either to buy or to fell : Secondly, that no manner of 
creture mould come thither from other coutries. Third- 
ly, that none of all his people fhould be fo hardy to trauel 
into other countries. All which three commaundements 
were obferued by his fubie&s, and he liued in deliciouf- 
nes and pleafures, and gathered goods : and no wonder, 
For whatfoeuer came into his pofleflion hee parted with 
no man, but kept it ftraightly to his owne proper vfe. 
But fo it fortuned vpon a time by the rightful Judgment 
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of God : that thunder, tempeft and lightninges deftroyed 
all the country : For which caufe the Comprouincials 
and inhabiters thereof ran altogether to the Griphon 
crying and faying: Let vs hence oh king left we die for 
hunger. And he fent forth Legats to other Nations that 
were next adioyning vnto him, that they ftiould fend of 
their goods and graine vnto him, and fell them at their 
owne price. To whom they anfwered and faide: Thou 
wouldft neuer fell vs any of thy goods,neither now in thy 
n6ede will we fell th£e any. Grieued with this anfwere 
hee fent againe other meffengers, defiring them to come 
with merchandize and to haue free paffage at their plea- 
fure: but they anfwered, thou wouldft neuer receiue vs 
before this time, neither malt thou now receiue vs. The 
third time he fent vnto them, and praied them to receiue 
him and his people. But they faid, Thou neuer cameft 
vnto vs til now : at this time neceffity inforceth the*e, and 
for that caufe we will not receiue thee, but rather driue 
th£e from vs if thou come vnto vs : and fo forfaken of all 
in greatwretchednes both he& his peoplewere famiihed. 

Pkilo: And what gather you by this? 

Diot A leffon for thee Cofmofofhos and rich vfu- 
rersof the City; intendemorepitty: ftretch your purfe 
ftringes: helpethe niedy: fauour the gooddeferuing: fur- 
ceafe your vfuries and opprefltons, for ftormes will fol- 
low calmes. It is therefore good to be curteous and to re- 
ceiue forraines and ftrangers, and to vfe merchandize 
with other Nations, and to depart our worldly goods 
with other, and employ them for common profite: For 
our Sauiour faith, Mat. 7. All things that you will o- 
ther men do vnto you, doe you the fame vnto them, fo 
biddeth the Law and the Prophets in generall. It is read 
that when Alexander marched by the way with his Hod, 
and both hee and all his traine were well nigh loft with 
thirft, one came and prefented vnto him a cup of faire 
water for a precious gift, and he with great fpeede coro- 
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manded it to be powrcd out, neither would he once drink 
himielfe in that hee coulde not giue part to his Knights. 
Such a minde fhoulde Pkiloplutos carry in refpeit of 
well dcferuing ftudents, poore fatherleffe children, wid- 
dows, and the aged, fuch minde fhoulde the Vfurer ear- 
ly in refpeft of thofe whome hee hath fuppreffed, fuch 
fhould Cofmofopkos bee, in regarde of thofe whom hee 
hathfeduced: butthecouetousraanfaithcontrary. Eccle. 
io. I haue found reft vnto mee, and I will eate of mine 
owne goods alone. Such couetous men as thefe fhould 
be detefted : wherefore in old time fuch as loued Auarice 
fhould not be preferred in the common weale, as Valerius 
in his fixth booke telleth vs, that when two Confute of 
Rome fhould haue b^ene fent into Spaine, and the Ro- 
wjan/j-tookecounfaile and deliberation thereupon; one a- 
rnong the reft (the famous Scipio) faid thus : Neither of 
them liketh me, for the one of them hath nothing, and the 
other will be fatiffied with nothing, iudging equally po- 
uerty and auarice in malicious people. Alio Valerius 
telleth that Tiberius the Emperor changed his Officers 
very feldome, becaufe they which were newe ordained, 
were very prompt and ready to receiue. An example 
hereof is fhewed by a man who was wounded, whofe 
deepe ftripes a fwarme of flies couered, at which time it 
fortuned that one came byand faw them and droue them 
away to whom the other faid : Thou haft done me wrong 
for thefe were full and repleat, now fhal other come that 
be more hungry, and do me more grief. In like fort frid- 
ges when they bee ne'edy or couetous, they bee greedy to 
catch, and defirous to haue. It is read in one fable of 
Poetry, that Midas defired of Apollo that whatfoeuer 
he toucht might be turned into gold and it was granted 
him, fo when hee fhoulde touch meate or drink e with his 
hands or his lips it was turned into gold, and he was of- 
ten hungry and perifhed for fuftenance, fo abundance of 
riches makcth a couetous man hungry & deftroyeth him. 
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It is read in the Chronicles of Perfia, how Tomyris the 
Queene of Scytkia (after fhee had taken Cyrus King of 
Perfia) caufed his head to be fmitten off, and put into a 
boale full of bloud, faying after this manner. Thou haft 
ater tkirjled after bloud, now drinke bloud tky fill: 
fo (hall it fall out in after-dayes with couetous men and 
curfed tyrants, who defi re the bloud of the poore people, 
and the fpoiles of the fatherles, that is to fay, their goods 
and fore labours. Couetous men in hell fhal drinke mol- 
ten golde, as a Fhilofopher telleth, that Nero the Em- 
perour was feene in hel bathing himfelf in feething gold : 
and when he faw a great number of commers by, he faid 
vnto them. Come hether you wretches that be fellers of 
your neighbours, and bath you here with me, for I haue 
referued the better part for you. 

Co/mo: Enough of this matter good Diogenes, there 
Is a matter of more waight to be decided, wherein your 
Judgement is mod ripe. Thou haft lately (as it is re- 
ported) vifited Lais, to whofe houfe our greateft Gentle- 
men refort: there thou receiuedft an iniurie. It (hall 
therefore ftand with thy iudgement,to fet down prefcrip- 
tions to Phibplutos, what luxury and licentioufnefTe is, 
that knowing the deteltable fruites thereof, he may pre- 
fcribe lawes to coole Lais, and preferre leffons to young 
Gentlemen, who now a dayes are too much by wantons 
withdrawen. 

Dio: Well Co/mo/opkos, I fie you would driue 
the raine from your doore, this laft ftorme I perceiue 
hath wet you : but that matters not fo thou mend, for I 
bit th£e to that end. Now as touching luxurie, I neede 
not much define vpon it in generall, fince in particular 
fignification, it is a voluntarie effufion of humane f£ede, 
and a difordinate carnall copulation without marriage : 
and this is one of the feuen mortall and deadly finnes, 
called a capitall vice, for that there are eight infernall 
daughters fprong from it, and all thefe (Philoplutos) 
F 3 richly 
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richly beftowed on thy fonnes. The firft Qecitieat blind - 
ties of fpirite. The fecond precipitation. The thirde, in- 
confi deration. The fourth, inconftancie. The fifth, felf- 
loue. The fixth, the loue of the worlde. The feuenth, 
the hate of God. The eighth, the horror of that other 
worlde The finnes of lecherie might make Diogenes 
afhamed to fliewe them, and you to heare them. I will 
therefore onely dlfcourfe vpon her infernall daughters, 
who haue curfed qualities euen in them, to difcouer 
their mothers imperfections, and firft as touching her 
daughter Cecitie or blindnes of fpirite, fhee wil proue 
a prettie blindfold mifchieuous childe I warrant you. 
Cecitas. 
This curfed daughter of a lecherous mother extin- 
guiflieth the naturall light of his vnderftanding that 
tyreth himfelfe in the fports of Venus: fo that forget- 
ting the dutie whereunto he is called, He pretermit- 
teth the feruice of God, the hearing of his worde, the 
exercife of prayer, wherin euery good Athenian ought 
to be exercifed : In which he committeth two finnes : the 
one of Ietcherie ; the other of carelefle idlenes. He like- 
wife finneth herein, who cafteth afide the fpirituall 
giftes, to haue a tafte of the carnall. Here we tee, that 
Ietcherie blindeth the inwarde humaine eyes, as it is 
read of the Sodomites, which were blinded interiourly & 
exteriourly, and the two old falfewitneffes of Sufanna 
to one of which Daniel hid: Beautie hath bewitched 
th£e, and concupifence hath fubuerted thy heart : that is 
to fay, hath blinded thy fpirite. Alfo, before it is faid : 
That they had turned their eyes afide, left theyjhould 
fee keauen, & remember the tuft lodgement of God. 
For which caufe Antiquitie depainting the god of loue 
Cupide, haue giuen him no eyes, for becaufe loue is 
blinde, and maketh them blinde that followe it. And it 
feemeth, that the wife-man fpeaketh of them when he 
fayeth : Their malice hath blinded them. And before 
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him the Pfaimift fpeaking of the wicked: Hee would 
not vnderftand to do well. This vice is contrarie to 
one of the feuen gifts of the Holie Spirite, and Iikewife 
it blindeth the eye of the foule, which we ought to keepe 
more charily than ten thoufand corporall eyes, as Plato 
layeth : The reafon is, for becaufe that by the fame we 
behold and contemplate the effence of God, according 
to the doctrine which lefus Chrift our mailer hath 
taught vs, who faith, that they are happie who are clean 
in heart, for they (hall fee the face of God. The aunci- 
ents Iikewife do verie well manifeft that luxurie blin- 
ded the cleerenes of the fpirite. But the poore flaues of 
Venus prefer the bodily fight before that of the fpirite, 
and being in that fort blinded they know not what to do, 
neither wot they how to fauour the celeftiall delightes, 
which without comparison are farre more great & more 
fweete than thofe delightes of the world. Thefe are they 
that haue drunke of the cup of whoredom which Saint 
John fawe in the Apocalips, that is to faye, of lecherie: 
which maketh thofe drunke with the wine of her wicked- 
nes, which inhabits the earth, & caufeth them to forget 
the beginning of their birth & their celeftiall countrey. 
This in my opinion was Homers aime, who writeth 
that the companions of Vlijfes after they had eaten of 
certaine fweet & wonderous pleafant fruites in Aphrica 
called Lopothages forgot their natural countrey & would 
haue continued alwaies there where thofe fruites were: 
fo that the valiant Captaine Vlijfes (who reprefenteth 
vnto vs reafon: hauing brought them backe againe by 
force) was conftrained to tye them to the malt of the fliip 
for feare they fhould returne to their voluptuoufnes. 
From hence the Greekes deriue a prouerb which faieth : 
That hee which hath tailed of any dimoneft pleasure, 
hath eaten Lotos. And whence (I praye you) is 
fprung this diflblutenes among all fortes in Athens, 
and the withdrawing from vertue of fo many wandring 
wittes. 
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wits, but from the tafte of this voluptuoufnefie ? And for 
that they haue dronken of the cup of this diuelifh fingu- 
laritie in thought, blinding their vnderftanding. It is 
carnal! libertie that hath opened their ftudies, and hoy- 
fted the big voyced exclaimers to high places : but it is 
behoouefull for thofe that are confecrated toGod, and the 
other which would attaine to his ftrickt feruice, to take 
hiede leaft we tafte thereof, and fo fall into this blindnes 
of fpirite, which maketh vs forget our celeftiall Coun- 
trie, wherevnto we tend : neither neede wee but one tafte 
thereof to make vs forget all. It is for that they erre 
(faith a good Doftor) in that they deliberate to enter the 
lyfts of Venus for one time onely, to the ende they might 
be wholy fatiffied, and afterwards they deeme that they 
may the better obferue abftinence : for one aft engende- 
red the defire of two, and two the defire of foure, and ten 
the defire of twentie, in fuch fort, as the more thou fhalt 
commit this vice, by fo much the more thy defire fhall in- 
creafe: for fo farre is fuch a fire from being extinguish- 
ed by this meanes, that more and more it inflameth. And 
for that caufe, Plato in his Dialogues compareth Con- 
cupifcence vnto a fieue, whereinto the more we powre of 
water, the more it runneth out, being vnable at any time 
to be filled: fo a man that thinketh to content himfelfe 
with this fecuritie, he fareth like him that thinketh to fill 
a fieue with water. And the Doclor Gerjhon fpeaking 
on this matter, bringeth in the example of him who is 
feazed with fome hot feuer, (and not without caufe may 
lecherie be called a hot burning feuer) who if hee drinke 
one glaffe of frefh water, he deemeth that he is well fa- 
tiffied, but a quarter of an houre afterward hee is more 
altered than euer. This is the craft of the diuell, which 
tickleth him in the head to perpetrate this fmne vnder 
coulor of mitigating his affections, and hope to auoyde 
his temptations : but in footh it is to no other purpofe, 
but to deliuer him ouer afterwardes to a more furious 
aflault 



y Google 



for nice nofes. 2 1 

aJTault. And the fame doctor auerreth, that it fareth 
with him that would approue this pleafure, as with him 
who is full of itch, who the more he fcratcheth, the more 
mangie he becommeth : Where if he had but a little pa- 
tience, he fhould be prefently recouered. It is not there- 
fore without caufe, that the Apoftle faith vnto vs: flie 
fornication : whence our fathers draw a maxime to this 
purpofe, which fayeth; that the finne of letcherie fur- 
mounteth it felfe rather in flight than in refiftance. A 
man may likewife drawe another maxime and fay: that 
it is farre more eafie for a Maide to be continent, than 
for a Widdowe: more eafie for a Widdowe, than fhee 
that is married and hath her hufbande abfent : more ea- 
fie for him which hath neuer experienced the pleafure, 
than for thofe that are exercifed in it : and why ? Becaufe 
the experience of fuch an aft,augmenteth both thedefire 
and the temptation. This being well confidered, it 
ought to yeeld good men more confolation to augment 
their courage in abftinence, which is to Hue with cleane 
bodies and cleane hearts : as I will prone you by a pre- 
tie tale. 

Philo: Nay good Diogenes continue this courfe, 
me thinke thou art nowe in a right bias, which will ef- 
fect and bite more than all thy rayling : I pray thee pro- 
fecute this matter, and difcourfe on Precipitation. 

Dio: Thou haft wonne mee. Sit downe Phitoplu- 
tos, I wil fit you by and by : now to Precipitation. 
Precipitatio. 

Next to this blindnes, followeth the feconde fifter 
called Precipitation, which hindereth the prouidence 
and the Counfailes wee ought to haue in our actions, fo 
that a man being tranfported by this Venerian pafiion, 
regardeth not what he doeth. For as Plato fayeth, Vo- 
luptuoufnes is moft infolent of all, which perturbeth 
our fpirites, and taketh away the empire of libertie. 
Ah las, how many are they who are flaine and mafla- 
G cred 
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cred in the aft of Palliardife, who die both bodie and 
foule. This being well confidered vpon by an Italian 
Poet, he detefted the vice of letcherie by reafon of the 
daungers that followed it, faying: 

Lacci ha amor mille ejl nrjfun tende in vano. 

See then how he who purfueth his pleafures, expo- 
feth himfelfe to a thoufand dangers, according to the 
manner of him who imprudently cafteth himfelfe downe 
hedlong from an high place. Precipitation alfo peruer- 
teth the order which a man ought keepe En his actions, & 
t he degrees whereby we ought to proceede. The firft is 
the memorie of things paft. The fccond : the confedera- 
tion of things prefent. The thirde: the prouidence of 
things to come. The fourth; the docilitie by which a 
man acquireth the opinion of the mod learned and ver- 
tuous. He then that is driuen forward by the impetuo- 
fity of his paffions, purfueth his enterprife in forfaking 
the degrees of this order. This is it that Cicero 
fpeaketh: that voluptuoufnes, clofeth vp the eyes of 
the foule, and impeacheth iudgement. This vice al- 
fo dependeth on another finne called Impudencie, and 
is rnortall, according to the qualitie of the matter. 
Would to God, that gentlemen, Captaines, and foul- 
diours, and they who haue charge of armes, woulde 
leame here their leiTon, and propofe Hanibati for an 
example, who after he had attained fo manie triumphs, 
was finally ouercome, and ouerthrewe both him-felfe 
and his great armie, laying both obieft to a certain dan- 
ger, through this onely caufe, for that he was addicted 
to this vice, according as the Hiftoriographers auerre: 
for there is nothing that more weakeneth an Armye, 
and obfeureth the Arte Militarie, than luxuritie and 
palliardize. 

Cofmo: Now to InconfideraHon Diogenes, what 
thinke you of that? 

Incon- 



, Google 



for nice nofes. 22 

Incanfideraiio. 

Dio'. I nconfi deration is a finne which hindereth 
reafon and judgement thorough carnall voluptuoufnes, 
as we haue alledged by the two old Iudges of Su/anna, 
who turned away their fpirites leaft they ihould beholde 
heauen, and remember the iuft judgements : fo Letche- 
rie withdraweth the vnderftanding of a man, and hinde- 
reth him from the confideration of that which hee ought 
to doo, and the fearching out of the meanes to attaine 
the foueraigne goodneffe. Trouble me not, now come I 
to Inconftancie. 

Inconftantia. 

Who fo is tranfported with voluptuoufnes, defiftmg 
from dooing of that which is neceflarie for his faluation, 
committeth the finne of Inconftancie. Ltkewife, he that 
is ouercome with that palTion, pretermitteth to perform 
thatwhich he had deliberated to doo, as to intend the fer- 
uice of God, the vfe of prayer, or the deedes of charitie, 
& other good workes, as it is faid in the chapter of blind 
neffe. From thefe foure braunches of Letcherie, Kings, 
Princes, Iudges, Prelates, and all forts that haue go- 
uemment of Eftates or foules and bodies, ought to gard 
themfelues to the ende that being beautified with pru- 
dence, fapience, counfaile, and conftancie, they' may well 
know how to difcharge their duties & gouerne thofe vn- 
der their eftate & charge. And from whence commeth ig- 
norance, incon ftancy, in confide rati on, and precipitation : 
whence commeth the want of vnderftanding, judgement 
& counfaile in great men & fuperiors, but for that they 
are fwallowed vp in the finke of this Sinking luft which 
makes them walke like blind men as the Prophet fpea- 
keth? O God, how is it poffible they might giue any 
good fentence, execute any iuftice, decree any good ordi- 
nance for the policie of a Common weale, fmce Venus 
hath rauifhed their vnderftanding? The Philofopher 
fayth: that it robbeth man of his fpirite. 

G 2 Stobeus 
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Stobeus accordeth hereunto, taking his prefident from 
Arckilocus, who fayd: that the force of loue ftealeth a- 
way the tender fpirites of men. And the morall Poet 
feyeth : that luft forceth the moft faire and diuine parte 
of the foule on the earth : for it maketh it terreftrial, car- 
nall, and dull : which is a dreadfull thing for them to be- 
hold, who penetrate and contemplate the verie beautie 
of foules. This vice (that more is) rauifheth a man in- 
to rage and furie, as Plato proueth in his TimtBo, where 
he fayeth : that voluptuoufnes is the bait of all euils, by 
which a man becommeth (as it were) phreneticall, the 
which Cicero teacheth in diuers places of his writings, 
where he faith: that the foule hath no greater enimie 
than camall voluptuoufnes. And PMlon nameth it a 
dangerous Palliard which deceiueth and deludeth the 
fpirite: This is (faith he) the Serpent, vpon which 
Sathan is borne. Socrates proueth wel, that they which 
follow the fame are nothing different from brute beads, 
which alfo is confirmed by many other Philofophers, 
according to the recitall of the faide Stobeus alledged 
before time: who replyeth and proueth, that it is no o- 
ther thing than a furie which feazeth on poore mankind 
and other mortal] creatures. He taketh it from Euri- 
pides, who faid: that Venus is all that which is foolifh 
in this worlde, and for that caufe the name of follie beft 
fitteth her. Will you finde her more brauely fet foorth 
than by the Poet Virgil, fpeaking of the loue of Dido, 
if he fpeake according to his confcience? 
Vritur infcelix Dido totaq; vagatur 
Vrbefurens: qualis coniefta cerua fagitta 
Quam procul incautum nemora inter Cre/siafixit 
Pqftor agetts totis, liquitq; volatile ferrum 
Ne/cius: ilia fuga filnas faltujq ; peragrat 
Dicleos; haret lateri Imthalis arundo 
Steuit inops animi totdmque incenfaper vrbem 
Bacckatur: 

But 
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But why alleage I prophane men? haue we not Sa- 
lomon for an example, the learnedft king that euer was 
borne of a woman ? It is written of him, that his fpirite 
became altogether alienated, by reafon of the peftilent 
Lechery which he vfed with his Concubines, yea euen 
vnto the leauing of the true religion, and imbracing the 
falfe, as diuers haue done in Athens, the more is the pi- 
ty. This was it that deftroyed the bright beame of fapi- 
ence, which God had indued him with to rule and go- 
ueme his people: a rare and great example for all Kings 
and Princes which haue fubie£tes to gouerne ouer the 
face of the earth. 

Co/mo: Now as touching felfe-loue. 

Du>: Thus of felfe-loue. 

Pkilautia. 

He that loueth himfelfe more than God, committeth 
the finne of Pkilautia, that is to fay felfe-loue, which is 
the roote of many euils : he that breaketh the commande- 
ments of God to folow whoredome, loueth his body more 
than God, fince it better liketh him to obay it than God : 
fuchaone (if it were lawfull to forge ncwe wordesas^- 
puleius was wont to do) might be called Somalatros, that 
is to fay Idolater of his bodie, for in (both it is a kinde of 
Idolatry to be more fubiect vnto the flefli than to God : 
Saint Augujline faith, that two loues haue builded two 
Cities: felfe-loue hath builded the City of the Dhiell, 
andtheloueof God edefiedthe City of God. This finne 
is fo horrible, that it hath conuerted the Angels into Di- 
uels, who made themfelues Reprobates by ouermuch 
felfe-loue. Now for the loue of the world. 
Amor Mundi. 

Thofe that loue this world fo well, that they would ne- 
uer depart out of the fame, but are willing to conftitute 
their Paradice therein, offend both God and humane na- 
ture, which hath beene created vnto this end to iffue forth 
of this vale of mifery, and to poffefle the heauenly Palla- 
G 3 ces, 
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ces, and what is this except it be to finne againft the lawe 
of Nature. It is alfo an other kinde of Idolatry to be too 
much befotted with the loueof this worldeand afigneof 
eternal! reprobation, and therefore faint lohn faith, to 
the Christians of Bcerea, My children hue you not the 
world neither the thinges that are in the fame, for hee 
that loueth the world the grace of God is not in him: 
For %vhatfoeuer is in the worlde, is either concupif- 
ccnce of the flefh, or concupifcece of the ties, or pride 
of life. And he faith alfo, Theworidisgiumouertoa.il 
malignitie. And faint lames faith, That hee who is a 
friend to this world is at mrnitie with God. Now tou- 
ching the hate of God. 

Dei odium. 

And forfomuch as felfe-loue is incompatible with the 
loue of God,he that isvanquiflied by luft, loueth himfelfe 
more than God, whom hee defpifeth : yea more, rather 
hateth, by reafon that prohibiteth him thofe things which 
he longeth after and defireth, and chafticeth him for his 
finnes in his perfon or in his goods : This is the moft fo- 
ueraigne finne of the world, for it caufeth a man will that 
which he would mould not be feene of God, if it were 
poflible. This is alfo the finne of the diuels which makes 
them alwaies rebels againft their Creatour, fo as the 
Pfalmift fpeaketh, The pride of thofe that hate thee 
Lord God increafeth more and more. That this finne 
is the molt grieuous that may be committed, Ariflotle 
himfelfe knew full well, who faith, That the ail which is 
oppofed againft the foueraigne good, is the moft wic- 
kedeft of all: Although I will not fay that the diuine ef- 
fence may be the obieft of hatred, confidering that being 
foueraignely good, it may not be hated : notwithstanding 
I fay it may be hated in refpeft of his effects, as when 
God punifheth finnes and offences. 

Phiio: O Diogenes, this thy plaine methode, farre 
from Ironicall captions, prooueth thy fingularitie: I 

pray 
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pray thee proceede, let vs heare the horror of the other 
world. 

Dio: Thou flialt heare it, or elfe thou art but deaffe, 
I will ring it in thine eares in hope it may worke thy a- 
mendment 

Horror alterius feculi. 

The horror of this world engendreth the horror of hea- 
ucn, and therefore they that fay, that God ought to keep 
his heauen for himfelf,and leaue the earth vnto men, blaf- 
pheme like Atheifts as they bee. And whence proceedeth 
this? It is for no other caufe, but in that they are fo fle- 
fhed with their fenfuall voluptuoufnes, as the Lotopha- 
ges of Homer, that they would neuer tafte the true and 
eternall delights, which are (as fweete Neftar and fauo- 
rie Ambrofia) prepared for the Gods, that is to fay, for 
the feruaunts of God. This vice may alfo be referred to 
the Anne of idlenes. See here chaft and modeft foules, 
(I fpeake to none of this audi tone, Phiioplutos) the hi- 
deous Monfters that the finne of Letcherie bringeth 
forth. Letvsm'e them then euen as a plague, if we hope 
for anie part with the blefTed, who by the lathers of con- 
tinence and chaftitie, haue patted the ftarrie Regions, and 
haue attained the celeftial pallace and eternal manfions, 
which Iefus Chrift hath prepared for all chaft and mo- 
deft foules. 

They that auoyd not the degrees of Lecherie, but ad- 
mit them in taking pleafure in them, commit a mortall 
offence. And what are the degrees of luxurie? Theyare 
feuen. The firft is, to fuffer fenfualitJe to mooue vs with- 
out reprefling it: The fecond, the temporall delectation 
of finne: The third, the willing confentment vnto finne: 
The fourth, impudent regardes: The fifth, tafciuious 
and wanton difcourfes: The fixt, unmodeft kifies, tou- 
ches and embracements: The feauenth, is the confum- 
mation of carnall delight, wherein refteth the bitter (ling 
of death. 

Who 
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Who fo flieth not the occafions of this finne, but ra- 
ther purfueth them, finneth mortally: and what are the 
occafions of this finne? They are feuen alfo, as there are 
feuen degrees. The firil is idlenes which hath beene the 
deftruftion of Sodome and Gomorrka, and the mine of 
JEgistus, &c. and therefore the Poet faith, 
Otiajt tollas ptriere Cupidinis arcus, 
Qontempiaque iacent & fine luce faces. 

The fecond, too great repofe, as they which fleepc at 
their eafe in their downe beds (as you doe Philoplutos) 
againft the counfaile of the Apoftles. The third, the belly 
cherifhing. The fourth, abundance of wine which is a 
moll luxurious thing (as faith the wife man) and there- 
fore faint .Azo/admonilhethvs to take heede thereof.fay- 
ing: Be not drunke with wine, in which luxurioufnes a- 
boundeth. The fifth, too great curiofity of the fine gifts 
of nature, againft which the Scripture fayth: Auerte 
faciem tuam d muliere ccmpta. The fixth, pride and pre- 
emption, as Ofeas fpeaketh of Ifrael. The laft and moll 
dangerous, is too great familiarity & conuerfation with 
women, which hath beene the mine of diuers men: For 
as the Poet faith, 

Vrit videndo Fcemina, 

Which is to be vnderftood a&iuely and pafiiuely, that 
is to fay, fliee bumeth hir felfe and burnetii others in be- 
holding, and other burne in feeing hir. For this occafion 
fage Sidrach admonifheth vs, not to bee daily conuerfant 
among women: For their wordes (faith hee) are more 
flipper than otle, but in the ende they are Heeled arrowes 
to deftroy, as Dauid teftifieth. The auncient Hebrewes 
were not ignorant hereof, among whom one called Rabi 
lo/e, the fon of Rabi Iochanan of Hierufalem faid, Mul- 
tiply not too many wordes with a woman, for the aunci- 
ent fages haue taught vs, that as often as a man talketh 
long time with a woman, hee procureth his mine and 
withdraweth himfelfe from the contemplation of celefti- 

all 



y Google 



for nice nofes. 25 

all things, and Anally falleth into hell : fo hcare the dan- 
gers that follow the great pleafure we take in iybing and 
iefting with women, be they good or euill, and I thinke it 
is the fame which the Ecclefiafticall paradoxe would 
conclude, which fayeth, that the iniquity of a man is bet- 
ter than the good of a woman, that is to fay, that there is 
no fo dangerous habitation with an euill man, as with 
the wife of his neighbour, for the perill is not fo great 
For which caufe faint Hierotne hath aduertifed his Ni- 
cotian not to fuffer young women to enter his chamber : 
Stay not thee with a woman in one and the f elf e fame 
koufe in truJHng to thy chqfiity: Art thou more Jirong 
than Samp/on? more holy than Dauidt More /age than 
Salomon* And as touching the religious man named 
RuJHnus he wrote him backe an epiftle, in which he ad- 
uertifed him that he very feldome times vifiteth his own 
mother becaufe he would not be tempted by the regarde 
of thofe who came with hir, & for feare the fmoke fhould 
lie couered in his heart, which hee might not extinguish 
when hewould : For this caufe the holy auncient/jmsitt 
fled from the acquaintance of women although holy. So 
then if the holy fathers admonifh vs to flic from the fami- 
liarity of thofe that arevertuous, how carefull fhould we 
be to fly the conuerfation of thofe which are both wicked, 
wanton and light fingred ? Thefe are the Sirens who by 
their melodious and attraftiue fong inchaunt men, and 
finally caft them headlong into terrible and dangerous 
fhipwracke, that which the Mithologia of Homer decla- 
reth vnto vs, who faith that the valiant Captaine Vliffes 
hauing flopped the eares of his companions for feare 
they fhould heare the Sirens voice, he caufed them to bee 
tied to the Maft, to the ende that their melodious fong 
fhould not caft them headlong into the tea. The fame al- 
fo was intended in the hiftory of the harlot Circes, who 
(as Homer faith, and after him Virgill (cbaunged men 
•'nto twine, Lions, Beares, and other fauagc beafts, that 
H is 
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is to fay, that lubricitie chaunged the men into brute 
hearts. It fhall be eafie to gather the mifhaps which a 
diflblute and wanton woman draweth after her, which 
are taken from the Latine word Mulier, which repre- 
fenteth vnto vs fo manie euils as that contatneth let- 
ters, which are fixe: to wite M. V. L. 1. E. R. 
An euill woman is the euill of euils: the vanitie of va- 
nities: the letcherie of letcheries: the choller of chol- 
lers: the furie of furies: and the mine of Realmes. 
Another good father hath difcourfed all thefe Epithites 
according to the order of the Alphabet. But what is 
that the Italian Poet fpeaketh, when thus againft that 
fex he inueigheth. 

Credo eke t'habbia la natura, e Die 
Produtto ' o feeler ato fejfo, almondo 
Per vna foma, per vngraue fio 
Del huotri, e/iefenza te/aria giocondo 
Comm' ka produtto anco ilferpente rio, 
E il lupo e Vorfo, tffa faerfeeondo, 
E di mofche, e di vespe, e di tafani, 
E foglio, e" catena, fanafeer tra i grant, 
Perchefatto non ha Falma natttra 
Ckefenza tepoteffe na/cer' I'lwme, 
Comme Jinestaper Humana cura, 
L'vnfapra faltro, ilpero, il/orlo, tl porno? 
Ma qttelta non pub far' fempre a mifura. 
A nut s'to vo guardar, come to la nomo. 
Veggio eke non pub far 1 cofa perfetta, 
Pot eke natura femina vien detta. 
Nonfiatepero tumide ofajlofe 
Donne, per dir eke Vkont' fea vostro figlio, 
0ie de lefpine ancor nafeon lerofe, 
E d'vna fedida kerba nafee ilgiglio? 
Importune, fuperbe, e" dispettofe, 
Priue d amour, difede, t di configlio, 
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Temerarie, cruddi, in que, ingrate, 
Par pestiUntia eterna al mondo nate. &c. 

I had rather fome other fhould take the paynes to 
tranilate thefe vearfes into our mother tongue, than my 
felfe: for now a dayes the world fwarmeth with fuch a 
number of priuie AriJlarcM, that thinke no meate can 
be good, that is not fod in their owne broath, nor Pro- 
uerbe well applyed that hath not paft their pen : where- 
fore I will fpare that paines, and -pane ouer the care 
thereof to fome of thofe which are lb curious, to beftowe 
their cunnings. Yet Philoplutos and Cofmofopkos, al- 
though Diogenes be blunt, I would haue you witneffe 
with me, that I with all vertuous Ladies fhould vnder- 
ftand, that none but Lais and her faction are toucht in 
this inuectiue : for them that arc honeft, I haue a cup of 
good fountaine water, a dilh of Coleworts, and a hartie 
welcome. 

Co/mo: Well Diogenes, fince thy difcourfe hath 
prooued the monftrous mother Lecherie fo deadly, and 
each of her abortiue daughters fo dangerous, wee pray 
thee fo much farther to fauour vs, that in opening Scil- 
loes gorge, thou teach vs to auoyde Ckarybdis gulph: 
and hauing tolde vs the rage thereof, we intreate thee to 
prefcribe a remedie. 

Dio: I will perforate your requeft, and before I fi- 
nifh my difcourfe, chop one thruft further in, and talke 
of the remedies of luxurie : by which, as with a prefer- 
uatiue and antidote, fome of our vnreclaymed Athenian 
yongfters, may (following the example of thofe happie 
foules and good Chriftians, which pretend their part in 
heauen) keepe and preferue themfelues from this conta- 
gion. Firft of all, we ought to call to minde, that fenfu- 
alitie and luft deftroyeth and diflipateth a mans goods, 
in fuch fort as it handled the prodigall Childe, who con- 
fumed all his fubftance with harlots. 
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The goods of a man are of three forts, the goods of the 
fpirite, the goods of the bodie, and the goods of fortune, 
that is to fay, golde, filuer, lands, and polfefllons : and 
finally, all that which a man may haue in this mortall 
life, either concerning pleafure or profite: Therefore the 
fame it is which Salomon faith, he that nourifheth a har- 
lot loofeth his fubftance. It is not requifite to difcourfe 
hereupon any furtherance experience daily declareth vs 
by one an other howe many prodigall men fall in the pit- 
fold. As touching the goods of the body, it caufeth a thou 
fand maladies, as the Surgians may teftifie, who heale 
the poxe, the ficknes of Naples, cankers, and other villa- 
nies which come thereby, it confumeth the vital humour, 
and weakeneth the braine, and confequently the nerues 
of the whole body, as Ariftotle, and after him Galen, 
which alfo naturall reafon fumciently teacheth vs : for 
the aft of lafciuioufnes after it hath confumed the natu- 
rall heat, maketh all thehote body chill : nay more, cooleth 
the braine, which according to fome Philofophers is the 
fiege of humane feed, which is cold of it felf From thence 
oftentimes proceedeth the Epelepfie and falling ficknes, 
to which diners forts of men are fubiect. I bel£eue this 
was the reafon that mooued Auicen the Arabian to fay, 
that the exercife of palliardife is more pernicious to the 
body of man, than if hee had diuers time indured letting 
ofbloud. In briefe Lechery weakeneth the forces, infee- 
bleth the member, depriueth the body of his beauty, de- 
faceth the crimfon taint of the vifage, furroweth the 
browes, maketh the eies dim and heauy, caufeth the Fe- 
uerand gout, and finally abridgeth mans life. By reafon 
whereof the Philofopher faid, that they which are luxuri- 
ous, Hue not fo long time as thofe that are chaft and con- 
tinent. All this being well confidered, by the great Phi- 
lofopher faint Paul, he faid vnto the Corinthians, that he 
which addi&eth himfelfe to fornication and vncleannefle 
ofthebody, befide the offence that is committed againfl 
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the diuine Maieftie of God, fmneth againll his owne 
flefli, in abbridging his dayes, and by confequence is a 
homicide of himfelfe. If there neede anie queftion to 
fpeake of the goods of the fpirite, it is moft certain, that 
lubricitie confumeth them farre more than any other fin. 
Firil of all it deftroyeth the infufed vertues, which are 
the grace of God, and the feuen gifts of the holy fpirite, 
which are incompatible with luxurioufnes, and of which 
one onely ounce out valueth all the goods and benentes 
of this flattering world. Secondly, it confumeth the 
foure Card iiia 11 vertues, to wit, Prudence, Tempe- 
raunce, Fortitude, and Iujlice, fo famous among the 
Philofophers: it obfeureth the vnderftanding, blindeth 
the memorie, dulleth free will, and in moft taketh awaye 
humane Judgement, and maketh him blihde and inconfi- 
derate in matters afwell moderne, as necefiarie to his 
faluation. If all this were well confidered, our picked 
yongfters hauing their peakes Marched for feare of ftir- 
ring, their coates perfumed, their garments iagged, 
would leaue to iybe with this curfed letcherie, for feare 
they Iigg them felues out of heauen: and our pretie 
miftrefles that fet no foote on the ground, but as if they 
tread on Mofle : and trauerfe more on the heele than 
they trip on the toe, they would finde here a good bridell 
for them to drawe them from the loue of this infected 
letcherie. Secondly, they ought to confider how much 
this filthie follie is both difhoneft and vndecent for a 
foule which is created according to the image of God : 
Nay more, how deteftable it is to a man to fhowe him- 
felfe in this licentious aft like vnto brute beaftes, to 
loofe the vfe of reafon, and to make himfelfe the flaue 
of iniquitie, which alfo the Philofophers themfelues 
haue helde in horror. Moreouer, we ought to regarde 
how vaine this pleafure is, and of how fmall continu- 
ance, and that it is but as a winde that pafleth, which is 
followed with a thoufand and a thoufand remorfes: 
H3 For 
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For the Prouerb lyeth not which fayeth, Pour vnplai- 
fir miUe doleurs. The fnite alfo of lafciuioufnes is 
but repentance, as D&nqft/teties declared to that great 
harlot Lais. It is (I faye) a true repentance to a 
finning foule, which feeth, that the pleafure is goue and 
the finne and fhame remaineth with him. Ah las, faid 
the Apoftle, what frute haue you receiued of thefe 
things of which you are afhamed ? Knowe, that the re- 
warde of finne is death. How little contentment this 
pleafure y^eldeth, it fufficiently apeareth, fince al crea- 
tures but a Cocke, as the Philofopher faith, Contri- 
jlantur pojl coitum: as that feeling alreadie the repen- 
tance and blot that remaineth, men and reafonable crea- 
tures feeing themfelues reduced by one fo villanous an 
a£l to the life of brute beads, which is a great fhame for 
them. 

The third remedie, is to m'e the occafions, in not re- 
garding amorous bookes, nor efteeming vaine thinges, 
nor hearing immodeft purpofes, nor frequenting Wo- 
men, except vnder the title of vertue, and in fumme, to 
auoyde the other occafions which are incident to incite 
vs to this curfed errour. 

The fourth, we ought to fail, watch and pray, endea 
uouring by all good meanes to fubdue the flefh vnto the 
fpirite, which is a fuigular remedie, fo as in times paft 
the auncient Fathers haue experimented oftentimes in 
the folitarie Defarts, where they mortified their bodies. 
Benet and Frauncis, two myrrors of chaftitie, whereof 
the firft on a time being ftirred with flefhly motions, hee 
call off his cloathes, and all naked layd him downe vpon 
fharpe pricking thornes, til being at laft ouer-bloudied, 
he ouercame the temptation. The other being agitated 
with this paffion, laid him downe naked in depth of win- 
ter in a pit of fnowe: and another time feeing himfelfe 
tempted by a woman, hee fet his naked feete ( O incredi- 
ble thing) vpon the burning coales, rather defirous to 
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be burned with materiall fire, than with that fire which is 
inextinguible. 

The fifth, is oftentimes to think e on the day of death, 
at which time we ought to enter into count with the iuft 
Iudge, who fhall call all fomicatours into perpetual! 
darknes, ftored with inquenchable fire: fo as the lear- 
ned Poet Dante molt eloquently defcribeth. It is a 
remedie (faith Atkatsafiits) which faint Antkanie v- 
fed, to thinke on the paines of hell, when he thought to 
exclude out his filthie and difiolute thoughtes: Which 
alfo the great doctor Iherome was accuftomed to do as 
he himfelfe witnefleth of him felfe. 

The fixth, when a man is tempted to commit that 
vice, he ought to coniider, that God which is prefent in 
all places is at hand, and beholdeth vs : and our good 
Angel which feeth vs, before whom we ought to be aflta- 
med to perpetrate fo villanous an aft, fince we durft 
not auowe the doing thereof before the pooreft man of 
the worldc By this meditation, the Hermit Pafnucus 
conuerted a finfull woman called Thais, giuing her to 
vnderftand that in no place of the earth, how fecrete fo 
euer it bee, fhee could fo couertly hide her felfe, that 
God would not both efpie & behold her, and therfore faid 
he : you ought not to be fo impudent & fhameles, as to 
commit fo villanous a finne in the prefence of fo great a 
Signior: and although God did not fee vs, yet ought 
we not to commit the finne, it is fo filthie & difhoneft of 
it felfe. The Pagans themfelues, by a natural light, 
knewe well to faye this, as Cicero who writeth, that a 
chafte and vertuous perfon ought neuer to commit the 
foule offence of luft, although neither Gods nor men 
were priuie thereunto. 

The feuenth, wee ought to confider, that there is 
nothing that more hindreth the humane fpirite from 
Philofophie and true contemplation of heauenly things, 
than the delectation of the flefh. 
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The fame is that which Orpheus, Trimigijhus, Pytha- 
goras, Socrates, Plato, Empedocles, Plotinus, Lam- 
tliiques, Simplicius, Plutarch, Cicero, & other lights 
of morall Philofophie haue left vs in writing, faying 
the foule is tyed to terreftriall things by pleafure, as 
it were with nayles, in fuch fort as it cannot mount on 
high and contemplate diuine things : and they hereun- 
to annex, that they who difpoyle themfelues of thefe 
pleafures, went vnto the heauens in the companie of 
celeftiall fpirites, and dwell with God, where they expe- 
riment a pleafure incomprehenfible to the humainefpi- 
rite. But to the accomplishment hereof, they ought 
firft of all to hate their bodies, & chafe away their plea- 
fures: for as Orpheus fayeth: If thou kateji not tky 
bodie thou canft not loue thy felfe well. Is it not the 
true Orpheus Iefus Chrifl: that faieth vnto vs: He that 
loueth (faith he) his foule in this worlde, that is to fay 
his bodie, liefhall lofe it in anotlier: And he that ha- 
teth it in this worlde, fhall keepe it in the life eter- 
nall. The fame is it that Cicero intimateth when he 
writeth : that the fenfuall fort, who haue giuen them- 
felues ouer for a praye to the pleafures and delightes of 
this world, and haue violated both deuine and humane 
lawes, are depriued of life in the other world, and abide 
beneath in the earth, agitated and tormented from di- 
uers ages to ages vntill fuch time as they returne: that 
is, they fhall be tormented world without end. 

The eight remedie, which is the moft foueraigne of 
all is: that we ought (when we feele our felues vrged by 
the inticements of the flefh ) to haue recourfe vnto God 
by prayer and tearcs, and to implore his ayde with an 
ardent affection, as they that ffie themfelues fodainly 
furprifed with a huge tempeft in the midft of the Ocean 
fea : For in footh, the combate of the flefh is a true tem- 
peft and ftorme, and to this ende it fhall be good to pre- 
sent vnto God fome good and fhort Prayers, fuch as 
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Augujline in his temptations, and the Hermit Ifaac 
(as Cajfianus writeth) were wont to vfe. In famine, in 
taking thefe courfes we fhall haue fewer Lechers in A- 
them, and more religious. 

Cefmo: Truely Diogenes thy plaine method of doc- 
trine in this point, argueth thy ability both to correct bit- 
terly and to perfwade bleffedly: So that thou feemeft to 
be no Grecian tied to earthly contemplations, but a man 
infpired with more than Apolloes wifedome: for to dif- 
cerne matters incident to the fenfe and fubieft to reafon, 
is the part of a prudent man and a fearching wit, but to 
enter thus profoundly into the nature of fmne, and the 
workinges of God, argueth that thy inspiration is from 
God: wee therefore bide thy reprehenfions with more 
patience, and attend thy counfailes with more perfeue- 
rance. 

Dio: Your conformity pleafeth mee: haue you not 
read that Diogenes is a dogge that biteth men but for 
their amendment, and not for enuy : then heare me and I 
will heale woundes. Philoplutos thou art in authority, 
wherein thou canft not fo Hue, but thou muft be fabiect to 
euill language, thou muft haue a ferpents care to preuent 
the charmes of the flatterer, and Linx his eie to fpie out 
contempts ere they attempt thee. If thouart reproouedof 
the iuft for a good caufe mend thy felfe, for their fecond af- 
fault is feafoned with fliame, if wrongfully beware to ftir 
too much left being not guilty, thy ftirring make fome 
fuppofe that thou ftinkeft. It is a trim thing to be filent, 
a wifedome to be filent : thou maift kill with thyeie when 
thou lifteft, but keepe thine eie from lulling after other 
mens blame, left thou proue blind in thine enuy, and thine 
enuy caufe thy death. An enuious man {in Virgils opini- 
on) may bee compared to a Viper that gnaweth the 
boanes and fucketh the blonde and beareth his owne tor- 
ment in himfelfe: In briefe, if thou be enuious thou fhalt 
Hue Titius life, and be fo wounded in heart, as neither 
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the fonne of Saturne, nor the god Pheebus, nor AVfcit- 
lapiiis the cunning fhalbe able to cure the>. Alexander 
the great faid often: that the enuious were their owne 
hangmen; And the wife Grieke Perianaer, that euen 
as nift eateth the Iron, fo enuie deuoureth his Mafter. 
Plutarch detefteth this vice. And Horace faith : 

Innidia Siculi non in ventre tiranni 

Mains tormentum. 
This is it which Martial condemneth, and the rea- 
fon that caufed Socrates to wifh that all enuious men 
were nought throughout euerie part but eares and eies 
to the ende that feeing and hearing other mens profpe- 
ritie, they might be the more tormented, and receiue 
their punifhment which they deferue. Flye this there- 
fore Pkiloplutos, and with this, flie tnfatiable coue- 
toufnes, which thou malt effect if thou haue a conftant de- 
termination to Hue to Fame and not to Fortune. It is 
better thou die with Phocion than liue like Demades. 
Hufband not for manie Winters, for thou art old. Care 
not for to morrowe, let to morrowe care for it felf. One- 
fy liue well this day and lay thy hopes on heauen, and 
he that prouideth for the little birds will not fee tht^e want. 
Looke on me Pkiloplutos, my ioyntes are not ftiffe, my 
face without furrowes, my body without ficknes, my life 
without hate: and why? I fatiffie Nature without fur- 
fet, I am not carefull of worldly things which bewitch 
men. I am not curious of delicates to increafe difea- 
fes: neither enuying any man, am I enuied by any 
man? Is not this a trim felicitie in this life to be lorde 
both ouer himfelT and his affections? Now heare me fur- 
ther Philoplutos, thou muft bee liberall: they that haue 
full handes muft haue free hearts, who diftributeth his 
ftore in earth, heapeth vp ftore in heauen. There is no- 
thing nicknameth the mighty more than niggardife. It 
is one of the vanities moft vaine vnder the funne as the 
wifeman teacheth, to heape vp without reafon, to klepe 
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with care, and to die in contempt All the victories of A - 
kxatider made him not fo famous as his bounty to Ari- 
Jlotle: Neither liueth Scipio fo much in his conqueftes 
as in his liberalitie to the learned. What auaileth it to 
build rich Towers which are fubiefl to wind, fire, force 
and engines? to erect huge Piramides, to plant faire vi- 
neyards? thefe are but the fcabs of fupernuite, which po- 
fterity perhaps become more continent, will blame as the 
mines of the great buildings of Conjlantine, before him 
Vafpatian, and diuers other Romanes. Ah Philoplutos, 
if thou wilt build a Pallace of eternity, entertaine lear- 
ned writers about the>, in whofe lines thou and thy pofte- 
rity mail Hue, when the Rauen fhall builde in thy braueft 
habitation. I know thou art in the way to honour, & by 
reading and practicing the liues of the auncients thou 
haft become a great ftaffe to the ftate : Secke therefore as 
carefull of thy common weale after thy death, to raife vp 
by thy liberality thofe ripe wittes who may when thou 
wanted, profit the commonweale, fo fhalt thou in time to 
come be thoght a Mecamas, els now pointed at for a mi- 
fer. And next to the learned with the pen, forget not thofe 
who deferue with the Pike: they are members which 
while the Perjian Monarks kept in maintenance and ex- 
ercife, they became Mailers of the whole world. Sefo- 
Jlris of Egypt had hee not had thefe helpes, and restrained 
them in continence, and maintained them in credit, his fa- 
ther had loll all before he had wonne anie thing. It was 
an old cultome of Philip to loue Parmenio, in that he was 
a good Leader, & A tax had his place in the Grecian wars 
as well as Nejlor, and fouldiers mult be considered of, as 
well in peace as in warre. I know Philoplutos, thou bui- 
eft a wanne gowne againft Winter and lineft it well, 
thou tyleft thy houfe againft ftormes and lymeft it well, 
thou fenceft thygrounds againft cattell and keepeft them 
well, and wilt thou not in like care prouide againft the 
winter of enuy, fome able foldiers to preuent the enemie ? 
I 2 But 



y Google 



A Nettle 

But thou wilt fay fouldiers are euery where to be gotten 
for money, Athens is full of men, wee haue ftore of mu- 
nition, why then mould we care ? But what faid Hanni- 
ball to Xerxes, who demanded if his huge Armie armed 
in golde were not fufficient to ouercome the Romanes? 
Yes faid Hannibal fmiling, this were fufficient to ouer- 
come the patienteft and daftardeft hart that liueth, much 
more the Romaines, meaning hereby that pompe is not 
the terrifying, neither the multitude the amating of the 
cnimy: But refolute courages feeing great prifes before 
them, behaue themfelues as thofe at the games of Olim- 
pus, they ftretch firings and heart firings in expectation 
of reward. Had not Darius a huge Hoft brauely furni- 
fhed? A milion of horfemen to attende on him : and what 
then? Alexander with thirty thoufand experienced Ma- 
cedons ouerthrew him : Then what is a multitude? We fee 
by experience,, that the olde Oxe trained to the yoake 
draweth better than the yongeft Heighfer, and that vfe 
and experience hauing the Maiftery in al things, cannot 
be outfaced in military discipline. Stretch pollicie to 
the higheft point: in Salomons daies (beeing the wifeft 
prince that liued, maintaining as great peace as euer 
was) the Captaines and the Officers of the Hoft were 
maintained, fo were they in his fathers daies, in all good 
Hates, the maintenance of fouldiers is the planting of 
peace : for the exercife and value of the fouldier breedeth 
feare in the enemie. The Tartarians that inuaded Afia 
and fome part of Europe.and whofe conquefts are famous 
in India, at firft were a contemptible Nation : But when 
Clangius the Smith had firft brought them in exercife, 
then beautified them with honours, what Nation either 
heathen or Chriftian durft lookevpon them ? JheSfianiJh 
haue as hot courages as we, the Almaines are as bigge 
boand men, the French as pollitique, all thefe more exer- 
cifed then we be, as populous and more, what want they 
then to be our Maifters, what haue wee but hope and fe- 
curity, 
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curity, which may dccciue Athens as it did Siracu/a, 
which was taken by a handfu 11 of men in defpight of the 
whole Hand. Beleeue me Pkiloplutos, there is no incon- 
uenience more in this Citie than to f£e Brokers dining 
at our Merchants tables, and fouldiers begging at eiie- 
ry mans dore : To tee Tailors well paid for inventing a 
new fafhion, & foldiers fcorned at for prefenting a ftrong 
fortification. If our Athenians will looke for no change, 
then let them thinke to Hue in no world : If they be allu- 
red there will come change, then let them be prouident a- 
gainft the change of the world. In nature and the natu- 
rail conftitution of the body, the hands are as fouldiers to 
execute the refolutions of the heart, and the heart from 
hir vitall conduites fendeth bloud to warme the hands. 
Such affinity and alliance ought to be between the Go- 
uernourthatruleth,andthefouldier that executeth: there 
muft fome fweete fhower of gold come out of his Coffers 
to refreih them, or they waxe dul, they are deuoured with 
tdlenes, fo that when they mould defende the heart, their 
lingers are numbde they cannot fight, becaufe they want 
the vfe of fueling. Looke to this Pkiloplutos, bee not ac- 
cufed for this caufe, the felfe care they faye fuckcth all. 
The faire Lambes are onely referued for felfe care, the 
vines drop Nectar for felfe care, the trees y&ld fruit for 
felfe care: thus felfe care hath the fw&te of all things, 
whilft poore foldiers fweat, fight and faft with care, and 
all for care. But the prouerbe is, true care preferueth all 
things, therefore felf care is not politique in leauing the 
fouldier .nothing. But the day palfeth, Cofmofophos 
haue at thee : Smooth thou no more left the Gods fmite, 
whofe eares fince they are open to heare praiers, will ftjr 
vp his wrath to reuenge your pernicious cruelties. Flat- 
ter not your felues with opinions of delay, for danger 
is no hireling, he commeth as well in the dawne as in the 
darke, leaue thy corruptions, Simonies, Briberies, ex - 
torcions annihilations, exceptions, paradoxes, policies: 
I 3 thefe 
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thefe are the fteppes to thy fame Thefe are the mif- 
chiefes that haue incited Achitopkel & Judas to hang 
themfelues, who being not able to endure the violence 
and horror of their iniquities, thought it better to kill 
themfelues than to abyde their deadly torment. Thefe 
are the furies (hat agitated Oreftes. Thefe are they 
which as Cicero wttneffes, will breake thy fleepes, be- 
caofe thy conscience beates thy braine and procures thy 
bane: being therfore worldly wife fo long as to extreme 
age, became godly wife at taft Let not worldly occasions 
detainethee. Twere better for thee to daunce in thy Iac- 
ket than to be hanged in thy Iirkin. Thou mull not 
lay, I am enforced to deceiue others, in that I muft 
hue : for by this life thou atchieueft death. It is better 
to be poyfoned with Socrates, than to flatter with Ari- 
Jtippus. Shut thedoore before thefteede be ftolne. Looke 
before thou leap. Feare before thou falL Repent be- 
fore reuenge come. The day is fpent, I am wearie 
with fpeaking. The houre of meditation bids me leaue 
you. Go you to your fumptuous feaftes, Leaue Dio- 
genes to his chafte faft To morrowe, if you vifit mee a- 
gaine, I will rip vp newe griefes. Till when, get you 
gone: and if you forget good Leffons the diucll go with 
you; for goodnes is departed from you. 

Pkilo: Farewell Diogenes, as our occasions feme 
we will feeke thee out : meane while I pray thee mitti- 
gate the aufterity of thy tongue for it is too bufie. 

Dio: Nay fome fickenes fall vpon thy fingers for 
they feele too foone. 

Co/mo: Good Diogenes be patient, he fpeaketh for 
thybeft. 

Dio: God better him and thee too, or elfe the beft is 
noughts. 

Pkilo: Come let vs leaue htm, when hee leaueth his 
crabbednes the Sunne will want clearenes. 

Dio: And if you want craft, the fea will lack water. 
FINIS. 
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To the Gentlemen Readers, 

Health. 

t| Entlemen, after many of mine 
\ owne labours that you faaue 
' courteouflie accepted, I pre- 
fent you with Euphttesjhadowe, 
in the behalfe of my abfent 
) friend M. Thomas Lodge, who 
at his departure to fea vpon a 
long voyage, was willing, as a 
jj generall farewell to all cour- 
teous Gentlemen, to leaue 
this his worke to the view, which if you grace with your 
fauours eyther as his affected meaning, or the worthe of 
the worke requires, not onely I for him mall reft yours, 
but what laboures his fea ftudies affords, mail be I dare 
promife, offered to your fight, to gratifie your courte- 
fies, and his pen as himfelfe, euery waye yours for euer 
Farewell. 



Yours to commaund, 

Rob. Greene. 
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Philautus, to his Sonnes liuing 

at the Courte. 

■ie my good Sonnes, that the 

enejfe of your yeares makes you 

dy for fortune, and the place of 

if prefent aboade, is the Tkea- 

of hir tragedies, least by ma- 

g a fimpatkie betweene Wilt 

i Wit, your rajhnejfe in youth 

Xht breede repentance in age, I 

te amidst the fatherlejfe cares 

of your welfare, fhapen out Eu- 

phues Shadow, by the fubjiance of his ftrft youth, limmingout 

vnder the figure of Philamis, the fortunes <*/" Euphues, wher- 

inyonjhallfee, that young mensfirjl wits are like Aprill dewes 

which breede more vnwholfome weedes then profitable flowers : 

Euphues was my friend in his life, andkinde to you by his lega- 

cie at his death: but he tooke more paines to write it, then you 

pleafure to followe it, els had I heard you had beene more wife 

and leffe wanton, Sonnes the Court is full of delights, but they 

be dangerous, there you may cheapen beautie, and buye it to 

deere, Loue there is as bufie as a Bee, and couets to make his 

Hiue in euery Gentlemans head, but flop you your eyes and your 

eares, least while Jhe is making hir Hunnie Combe,you repent 

and prooue a Cockscombe: there bee many flatterers, but f ewe 

friendes, muck Jhewe of vertue, but great praflife of vanitie, 

which made Euphues repent the prime of his youth mif pent in 

follie, and vertuouflie end the winter of his age in Solexedra. 

Therefore I fend you his Skadowe, conteyning the fubflance of 

his young defire, readit, and followe it, and then Ihopeyou wyll 

faye, the fhadowe of my dead friend, bred you the fubflance of 

many honourable vertues. Farewell. 

Philautus. 
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To the right Honourable, Robert 

RatcIiffcPi^owHfFitzwaters: Robert Greene, 
wifheth increafe of honour 

and vtrtiie. 



!Ver defirous (right honorable) to 
Ihew my affectionate duty to your 
Lordfhip, as well for the generall 
t report of your vertue vniuerfal- 
L ly conceipted in the opinion of 
W all men, as for the natiue place of 
V my birth, whereby I am bounde 
T to affect your honourable father 
' and you for him aboue others, in 
fufpence of this dutifull defire, it fortuned that one M. 
Thomas Lodge, who nowe is gone to fea with Mayfter 
Candijk, had bellowed fome ferious labour, in penning 
of a booke caWe&EttpkttesSkadowe: and by his laft letters 
gaue ftraight charge, that I fhould not onely haue the 
care for his fake of the impreflion thereof, but alfo in 
his abfence to beftowe it on fome man of Honor, whofe 
worthye vertues might bee a patronage to his worke, 
where vpon taking aduice with my felfe, I thought none 
more fit then your Honour, feeing your Lordfhips dif- 
pofition was wholy giuen to the ftudie of good letters, 
to be a Mecenas to the well imployed laboures of the 
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The Epiftk Dedicatorie. 

abfent Gentleman: may therforc your lordfhip fauou- 
rably cenfure of my good meaning, in prefenting your 
honour with this Pamphlet, and courteouflye graunt 
acceptance of his workes and my good will, his labour 
hath his end, and my defire in dutie refts fatiffied, and 
fo humbly praying for your Lordftiips health and wel- 
fare I take my leaue. 



Your honors humbly 

to commaund Rob. Greene, 
Norfalcimfis. 
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Euphues his Shadowe. 



!T fuch time as OCTAUIUS poffeffed the 
monarchy of the whole world, and Rome 
the maieftie of all wealth and wifedome: 
there dwelt at Rauenna (a famous Citie 
in Italic) a yong Gentleman, who had as 
great reach in wit as riches, and as many 
perfections, as pofleflions, beautifull hee 
was, and this was natures benefit: rich he was, and that For- 
tunes bequeft, in breefe : Nature and Fortune (Arming to ex- 
ceede each other) ftrained fo farre, as Fortune could impart no 
more wealth, nor Nature no more woorth. But as the Beaft 
Varius hath a ritch (kin, but a ranke flefh, and the birde Stru- 
ck™ a big body, but weake wings, fo PhilahiS hauing a rype 
wit had a running head, placing his felicitie in trauaile, not in 
temperance, in feeking forraine countries, not hearing fruit- 
ful! counfailes, for which caufe, gathering together much 
wealth, and neglecting his welfare, forfaking his friends to 
truft to forrainers, after he had trauailed many countries, hee 
entered into Aufiria: This prouince (among all other) is plea- 
fant and plentifull, inritched with fruitfull mould, and repleni- 
fhed with fortunate men, hauing euerye part thereof deuided 
after this proportion : what fo is fcituate betwixt the riuer of 
Laite, and the beautiful floud of Ana/us was fubiecr. to Hun- 
garia, and what fo is contained betwixt Ana/us, and the riuer 
Enno was woont to bee vnder the iurifdi&ion of Morauia: 
Entto is a great riuer, fpringing from the mountaines of Ita- 
lie, which paffing by the populous Citie of Pa/an, entreth into 
Danubms: Lain is a little riuer which also with milder Soa- 
rings yeeldes his waterie homage to the mightie Damtbie: 
This countrcy is bounded to the Northward by Bohemia, 
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and Morauia, to the weftward by Banana, to the fouthward, 
by the mountaines of Sticia, and to the Eftward, by Hunga- 
ria, and notwithstanding the fpatious length, and long fpati- 
oufnefie of the countrie, yet Danubius (feeming as though he 
were inamored with the fame) with refiftles mightineffe run- 
neth thorow the midft of the foyle in this prouince, and that 
pompious cittie of Paffan, did Philamis make his ftay, inui- 
ted therevnto by the falubritie of the aire, and the fumptuouf- 
neffe of the buildings, finding there both courtlye companions 
to conuerfe withall, and comlie ladies to difport withail, it was 
wonderful! to fee, how infteed of Philofophie, he fubdued fan- 
cie, repofing his worldly felicitie in prodigalitie and falhions: 
but as the hungrie fparrow flieth to the full barne, the diligent 
Bee, to the delightfull flower, as the raging Woolfe feeks out 
the ritcheft fould, and the carefull Ante the greateft harueft, fo 
Philamis hauingmuch raony.had many attendants, who with 
Aristi ppus could flatter for profit, with BAT1LLUS diffeinble for 
fubftance: yea many there were that carryed vermine in theyr 
toongues to open fecrede, many that bare venome in their 
harts to abufe his fimpk'citie, but the young Raueimoes ha- 
uing his hand on his halfepenny, had day lookes, for quaint la- 
dyes, cunning delayes, for craflie deceiuers, he had a finger to 
couer his fear with Alexander: a (aire woord, to coulonr his 
fufpeft with ANTIMACHUS, yeelding fueh lips, fuch lettice, 
knowing that as AcTEON was deuoured by his owne Dogges 
whom he nouriflied, fo credulous manners are ouerthrowne by 
thofe flatterers whome they haue cherriflied, and furely not 
without occafion was he prouident heerein: for flatterers are 
like rich tombes, on which the only name of amity is written: or 
worfe then rauenous Crowes, who (as Antisenes was wont 
to fay) do only feed on dead bodyes, where flatterers corrupt 
the liuing fpirit: they are Summer Birdes, who endure no 
ftorme, flocking about young Princes in their glorye, flying 
from them in their difgrace, in breefe, like the Partridge they 
fteale others eggea, and with die Birde Orittu hatch other 
Chickins, fo that the wordes of VtRGiL may bee applyed to 
theyr maintayners: 

Sic 
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his Shadowe, 

Sic vos non vobis vetlera fertis outs. 
Sic vos non vobis nidificatis aues. 

But leaning this, returne we to FHILAM1S, who lining in Paf- 
fim and louing his pleafure, was commended of the mod for 
his pleafant difcourfe: of the wifeft for his ripe wit and know- 
ledge: among the reft, Anthknor (a man ouergrowne with 
yeares, but graue in difcourfe) knowing that as the home of 
Crraftes purgeth venom, the hearbe Rew preuaileth againft 
tile poifon of ferpents, as Abrotamum pulleth out thoraes, & 
Mirtus healeth deadly maladies, fo counfalles molifie youth- 
lie courage, giuing reafon the mine, when will hath the fpurre: 
called young Philamis a part, where with fatherly regard and 
friendly reafons, he thus fcholed him. Gentleman, fince a man 
may better perfwade by counfalle, then duTwade by correctiO, 
fince ducipltne reformeth manners, and aduice fupprefieth 
youthlie motions, I will though a ftranger rather be prefump- 
tuous to draw thee from mifchiefs, then in forbearing to fhow 
thy maimes, I mould be an agent in thy miferie. Oh Philamis 
thy behauiour ftioweth thy bringing vp, which if it were lefle 
courtly & more conftant, the flatterer fhould be further of, the 
friend neerer at hand : thou haft leamd to fhow outward cour- 
tefie, but art lame in true courtefie, which rather thanketh the 
better fort for a iuft reproofe, then commendeth the worfer fort 
for an vndefenied praife: is not he a poore Vintner (and not fe 
poore as fond) that fetteth out a ritch Iuie bum where there is 
no wine? Is not he a vaine man, who praifeth the perfon where 
there is no vettue 1 Is not nee moft ignorant, that prefumeth 
to knowe all things, yet is ignorant of himfelfe? If thou 
confeffe the Vintner fonde my PHILAMIS, howe more fond art 
thou, who haft beautified the outwarde parts with Hikes, and 
blemifhed the inward with great finnes, fhutting thy earthlye 
body in ftrange coulors, but fhunnlng to inritch thy heauenlye 
minde and foule with good counfailes, if thou blame htm that 
commendeth the perfbn, not the vertue : howe blame worthie 
is Philamis S who choofeft the flatterer for thy freend, the 
taunter for thy Table gueft: the incontinent for thy Miftreffe, 
B2 the 
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the inconftant for thy counfailers. If this ignorance be great 
who prefumeth the notice of all things, but knoweth not him* 
felfe, oh how haplefle is Philamis? whofe prefumption is bis 
imperfection, and who is only miferable in this, that he know- 
eth not his miferie: If thou place thy felicitie in goods, euen 
the felicitie thou feekeft is gale, which is/*/ my Philamis, if in 
pompe, oh vaine pompe, where the opinion glorietb ouer his 
trueth, prodigaUtte ouer frugalitie, the fhadow ouer his fliape, 
and the imperfections of the fiefh, ouer the perfection of the 
foule: what art thou (young man) wherein thou art not poore? 
what haft thou (young man) wherein thou maift not be ritch ? 
thou art faihioned like thy maker, but mortall, thou art weal- 
thy, but maift want, thou art ftrong, but maift be wcake, thou 
art faire, but malt haue furrowes, and as the bud perifheth in 
the flower, fo (halt thou finim in thy fulneffe; what is then thy 
ritches? that of the mind Philamis, which is plentifull, when 
the body is poore, thou haft a reafon to difcerne error, a will to 
followe vertue, a foule to contemplate heauen, a thought to 
imagine happinelfe. But why wade I fo farre, where the black 
Oxe hath not troden on the foote S Why wreft I to teach expe- 
rience, where the thoughts are peremptorieS Thou art here 
in Paffan a ftraunger, a Lambe among Woolues, a weakling 
among wicked ones, fo that eyther thou muft learne Pithago- 
rus filence, or Socrates fiftie yeares fubtiltie, yet was Pitha- 
goras taunted houlding his peace, and Socrates poifoned for 
all his fcience. Heare are they that makes their guts their 
Genius, theyr gorge, their God: their perfumes, their perfec- 
tion: their dalliance, their deuotion: either liuing as though 
there were no God, or loathing (as if it were not lawfull to 
know God, and among thefe liueth Philamis: and with thefe 
can PHILAMIS liue without follie? To fpeake liberallie Gen- 
tleman, but how without lament may I fpeake it? our CATOES 
nowe a dayes wante moderation, our ClCEROES confcience: 
Fooles are held ritch, becaufe riche: poore, ignorant becaufe 
poore, a worldly reafon, a wretched reafon, heere our quadrati 
homines, are become rotuttdi, wearing fo much of the world on 
their heads, that they forget God in their hearts: there are 

Ladies 
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Ladies, that haue mafkes to couer maimes, who are fayre by 
Esculapius firrups, and haue been foule by Bacchus forfeits: 
heere are Epicures which counterfeit fail, when they moil 
feaft, carrying the Vfurers decipe in their poflerQons, and the 
Apothecaries recipe in their purfles: heere glofing is glorye, 
and Thraso held for Thesene, in breefe, in this countrie Irix 
an ordinarie beafl liueth many yeares without fickneife, and 
few men are there amongft vs, that pafle one yeare without 
their feauour through Deadlines, among thefe canft thou Hue 
without loofnes? I but thou wilte faye, that as the cleereft 
Chriftall hath his crack, the faireft day his clowde, the tailed 
Cedar his worme, the greeneft Cicuta his poyfen, fo Cittyes 
cannot be without finnes, nor monarchies without mifchiefes, 
many fpots in the Leopard maketh the white more purer, fo 
many defaults in anie eftate, make the vertues more famous. 
Oh that vertue might want his (hadowe, in feeing all like hir 
felfe, none lofcr then he mould bee: I but ALEXANDER had a 
finger to couer his fear, I but had Alexander no fcarre what 
need he fo vfe his finger S I but Cicero had eloquence to co- 
uer his vaine glorye, I but had Cicero no vaine glorie, howe 
fweet were his eloquence. O PHILAHIS who fo liueth in Paj- 
fan, mult beare the ftone Smaragdus with the Gripkon a- 
gainft the flinging of Serpents, carrie Garlike to conquere 
the Leopard, learne of the bird Lauras to flie like an Egle, and 
floate like a fifli he muft be fit for all times, and haue forefight 
againft all treafon, for heare with vs men intend much but a- 
mend nothing, being fingularin finne and fimple in fcience: 
liue therefore with friends, as if thou maift lack friends, Lions 
a great cittie hath beene confiimed with a light fier, Hemus 
a huge riuer hath beene dryed with a little drought, wealth will 
faile, and followers will be faulce, learne therefore to prcuent 
occafions, leaft thou be inforced to crie with had I wilt: 
lieu quam miferum eft difcere feruire, vbifis docTus dominari. 
Let thy attire be comlie without prodigalitie, thy behauiour 
courtly without peremptorines, let thy companions haue more 
wit then words, let thy diet fauor more of Philofophie then fu- 
perfluitie, let thy reafon bee thine eyes maifter, thy God the 
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gouernour of thy roafon; fo fhall thou worke according to his 
will, and will no lefle then I wifh. No fooner bad Anthbnor 
ended in thefc termes, but PHILAHIS feeling where hia fhooc 
moft wrong him, being floong with a Nettle, thought to cure 
it with this Item. Great Lorde and learned Cittizen (your 
eflate requireth no more, your ftuddie (hewes no lefle) as I 
perceyue your counfailes proceede of loue, fo fliall my replyes 
be feafbned with dutie, being as well taught to reuerence Cm- 
sar for his dominions, as SENECA for his difciplines: whereas 
you condempne me for miftaking curtefie, I am not curious 
to amend that, fince the Cap pleadeth not reconcilement, and 
a man were better reforme himfelfe indeed, then performe 
more mifchiefe vnder the colour of dutie ; you haue vfed many 
reafons to difwade retchleneffe, choife figures to difprooue 
fancies, tying vanitie in the gin, attyring Vertue with the 
Garland : whereby you haue prooued your felfe eloquent, my 
felfe ignorant: wherein I neither crofle you, neither content 
with you.- knowing that vertue Is not difcemed without vani- 
tie, and contraries beeing oppofed are the fooner perceiued : 
fhould I not trie fowre, how mould I truft fweete? fhould I 
not conuerfe with bad, howe fhould I knowe good S compare 
not Heridmi with the Eagle that is a faire bird? ioyne not 
the Lillie with the Rofe that is a fweet Flower, allude not the 
blacknefTe of the Porpufe, to the beautie of the Dolphin that 
is a faire Fifli: Oh father the knowledge of finne is a mightie 
ftep to vertue e Cato continually liuing among feuere men, 
became more feuere, where if he had borrowed fbmewhat of 
the Epicure, he had not beene fo impatient in his ende: ALEX- 
ANDER a great Monarch, talked with Diogenes a poore Ci- 
nick, whofe precepts had he followed in his exploits, he had bin 
more conftant, and lefle incontinent/* you condemne youthlie 
companie, fo did the woolfe in his age, who feeing his whelpes 
forwarde in the fpoile, reprehended them for their baft and fpee- 
die footmanfhip : you blame brauerie, fo did Laertis who feev 
ing his fltoulders unable to beare rich armes, began to difcom- 
mend Vusses when he was armed: you miflike loue, becaufe 
you lack power, being loath we fhould performe that in acre, 
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which you dayHc pratWe in will Though you delight with 
the Pelican to be folitarie, yet giue vs leaue with STIRLA to take 
out follace, The Agatt hath fpote and yet prettous: the Er- 
mttte fpots & yet pretioua, the blew faphirc, hath a white creft, 
and yet pretious, onely precife thoughts alude all things to 
their owne purpofe, and defpife moil things in that they may 
not praftife any thing, and this thing, and this thing is their 
principall pra&ife to reprehend, which being feafoned with an 
enuie of others happinefle, is very pernitious, you forrow for 
the defaults of your cittizens, and the corruptions, vrging the 
defarts of our forefathers, to condemne our follies : but Ihall 
1 anfwer with Oleander, they in times paft which were not 
ouermuch ftudtous of Philofophie, became moft braue and re- 
nowmed men by their actions, and more famous then wee be, 
becaufe they pra&ifed vertue indeed, and we in thefe daies only 
vfe it in woord, by which meanes they are more happy then we 
be. The fun Miranda hateth the Crocodile, yet both poyfon : 
lb oulde men hate the young in that they execute, and them- 
felues cannot inaft. It were tedious to meafure die fea by a 
line, to fhut the heauens, in a compafie, to number the Honey 
combes of ffiila, to count the fauors of AfTrka, and no left 
troublefome to alledge the reafons, which approue the conuer- 
flng with ill, and the oommoditie to knowe error: the enuie of 
ould men is as common as they are crooked, and as they haue 
furrowes in their faces, fo haue they frowardneffe in theyr fan- 
cies. I muft end with Tully (Anthenor) and bouldly tell you 
this, that your opinion is not onely full of hghtnefle, but alfo 
fraught with follie. Tis better to be Vlhssbs then Ciclopbs: 
Prometheus then Epimethens: Argus then Cepidus, let 
me therefore counfaile you good Father, learne more & fpeake 
leffe, graye hayre mould haue grauer behauiour, good perfwa- 
fions, or no fpeech : for as a moth is fooneft fpyed in the funne, 
a fpot in the whiteft Lawne, a moule on the fayreft face, and 
mier in the cleereft fountalne: fo ignorance is moft apparant 
in an oulde man, in that his difcourfe ought to bee moft per- 
fect; with this abrupt conclufion Philamis departed his com- 
panie, either loathing to anfwer the reft: or lacking Judgement 
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i the right: but Authenor who had founded the 
ftreame, and knewe the fliallowe, failed the Sea, and feene the 
danger, forrowlng at the yoong mans inconftancie, and woon- 
dering at his difcourtefie repaired to his ftudy, where he wrote 
this Item to all yonge Gentlemen. 

ANTHENORS Item, to all young Gentlemen. 

'T'He retckleffe race of youths incotiftant courfe, 

( Which weeping age with/orowing teares behoulds) 
Their wretched will (their wofuU forrows fource) 
Their wanton wits, their errors manifoldes 
Hath reard my mufe, whofefprings wan care had dried. 
To name themjlie the dangers I haue tried. 

From Cradles rock, when childijk I had crept, 

And May-like young, of plea/ure gan to taJU, 

Seeing my fatatt courfe my reafon wepte, 

Toyes were my triumphes, will my woorth did wafle, 

And in thefeas ofpleafure wkilft Ifayld, 

Small were my fruits, and yet my youth was quailde. 

A nd new gan manlike vigor fill utyne arme. 
My hart was warmde with courage fit for loue; 
Like wanton bird exempt from fowlers ckarme, 
I foard aloft but looking from aboue. 
Ifaw on earth a Fowler heauenly faire, 
That made hir nets the trammels of hir haire. 

Then loe my pompuous plumes were lay d apart, 

Hir eyes were loadefiars in this worldlie way, 

My thoughts hir tkraule, hirprifoner was my heart, 

But for mypaines, what payment but delay. 

A lingring life I liude to forrow foulde, 

A foe to wit through follies waxing oulde. 

When chitlie age hadfeafure of this earth, 
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I felt a wound offorrow in my breft, 

Ifaw how iudgement quite wasfpoild by dearth. 

How vertues feedes by errors was fupprejl. 

I cqft the count, and fee what I have gotten : 

Time toft, wits waft, and limmes witkfurfets rotten. 

Now fee I well that trauell is mifpent, 
Except in virtue it be well imployed, 
What I in hue had I in learning fpent, 
Oh what a toy had wearie age enioyed? 
Had Iforefeene the waftfull courfe of time, 
I then had made my harueft in my prime. 

But now when feeble footfteps are allied, 
Vnto the grave tkisfinfull bodies Mould: 
I cannot pracHfe though I fume efpyed, 
The way of worth, the grace exceeding gould. 
What only refts fweete young men that /hall follow, 
I know thefovrfe and now will teach the /hallow. 

Prevent the time the dayes are full of danger, 
Whilft youthfull vigor yields you furtherance, 

Make reafon guide, letfolHe be afb-aunger, 
Virtue is perfected by art and vfance. 

Enritchyour mindes with skill, for why they muft, 

Remaine eterne when boddie is but duft. 

Let not your eyes infeebled be by finne, 

Cut fhort prefumption for it will afpire: 

Who takes advice, amendment dooth begin, 

Subdue your wilt, and maifter your defire. 

A modeft coate, chaft thoughts, andftudious artes. 

Adorns the boddie, minde, and inward partes. 

Thsfe lines are lines like Ariadnes clewe, 
To leads thee through the Laborinth of greefe: 
Whofo thou be that vertue wilt enfew, 
C 
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Morefweete infooth thenjkow in true reJeefe, 
Good Countrimen jlill prone what I haue tindd, 
Leaftyou repent -with me when you or* ould. 

In this fort ANTHENOR councelled his countreymen war- 
ning them by his experience to preuent their youthlie negli- 
gence, but Philamis not perceiuing, that the rotten wood 
which gliftereth in the night is gray and drye in the day time: 
that delights which are faire in lhowe, are foule in fubftance, 
that things which are beft in apparance are woorll in proofc, 
followed his ould courfe, and defaulted in his youthfull incon- 
ftanrie, thinking that the tide would haue no ebbe, the tune 
would haue no ende. Among all fuch as conuerfed with him, 
there was a young Gentleman of the fame yeares, and no lefle 
fubftance, called Philamour, who eyther for that he agreed in 
nature with Philamis, or for that nece/utie would haue it fo : 
entered an inuiolable league of amitie with the braue Rauen- 
nois, thefe couple counited by vowes, and vnited by loue, ly- 
ued together in fuch manner, that if Philamis fighed, Phila- 
mour was forrie, if Philamour was pleafant, Philamis was 
not penfiue: if Phllamis would raourne, PHILAMOUR was 
melancholic: if PHILAMOUR paflionate for loue, Philamis was 
loues patient: what PHILAMIS laid, Philamour would footh: 
what Philamour intended, Philamis ended: fo that neither 
EUR1ALUS was more deere to his NlSUS, nor CAESAR to ClCERO : 
nor Ephestion to Alexander; nor Lucilius to Seneca, then 
Philamour to Philamis. 

In this fort parted they theyr time in Paffan, fo that there 
feemed to bee one foule in two bodyes, one heart in two har- 
boures, neither feperated at boorde, nor feuered at bed: but 
as idle mindes haue yeelding motions, and fuch as are in- 
tangled with libertie, are fooneft thrauled by loue, fo PHILA- 
MOUR, like the light Fether in the ftronge winde, the flender 
(kiffe in the greateft ftorme : the weake WUlowe in the wafte- 
full ouerflowe, trauerfing the ftreetes with his freends, and 
feeking how to fatiffie his fantafie: at laft beheld the daughter 
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of Nickosion a Noble man of that Cittye, who had no other 
heyre but HARPASTE, nor other hope, but fair good fortune.- this 
Ladye was beautifull beyond woonder, and more wittie then 
wealthie : hir bod ye was adorned with the guiftes of nature, 
(hailing eyes as faire as the Carbuncle, but more cleerer: 
Cheekes more crimfon then the Rofe, but fweeter: Ltppes 
Cherrie ripe: limmes choicely framed,) her minde with ftai- 
ed iudgement: reddy thoughts, pleafant conceits, perfect 
cottftande: treafure enough to entangle the eye, riches suffi- 
cient to rauifhe the foule. Thefe perfections had Co much 
power ouer Philamour, that he tooke no other comfort but in 
hir company, her eye was his Idol, her wordes were his Ora- 
cles, fo that he feemed to confeffe with Alexis, that loue was 
the infallible mlftrefle of men, killing all former pleafures in 
diem, planting theyr delight on one onely obieft, which the 
more a man feeth, the more he feeketh, neither was young 
Philamis vnattatnted. (But in contrarie fort) for Harpaste 
behoulding his hautye lookes, his honourable learning, his 
braue difcourfe, his boulde demeanour, his Socraticall que- 
ftions, his Iudiciall aunfwers : began to catche houlde where 
there was no handle, to kindle Fuell where there was no 
Fier, and to beginne hir loue where there was no lyking, 
This entrance made Fortune to manifeft troubles, making 
this her induction to moft tyrannicall cruelties: for the more 
Philamour courted Harpaste, the more (he contemned him: 
the more Harpaste laboured to allure Philamis, the more 
Philamis neglected the loue of Harpaste. 

Manye were the prefents on both fides, many the per- 
fwations, many the priuie fighes to importe fancie: manye 
the apparant fhewes of vnfayned fauour, if Philamour 
eompUyned hee found no comforte, if HARPASTE bemooned 
hir, (bee founde no medicine. But Fortune which is ae- 
cuftomed with greate Arte (as Garimbert wrighteth) to 
take feare from thofe ouer whom fhe moft meaneth to tyranlfe, 
in midft of PHILAMIS fecurity, (hewed hir greateft feuerity, 
for he chaunfed (oh vnfortunate chance) to behould EURTNOME 
the difdainefnll, the paragon of comlineffe, but the patteme 
Cj of 
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ofcrueltie: fliee had a Sirens fonge to allure, a CIRCES cun- 
ning to enchaunt, Phillis beautie, but Amarillis pride. Oh 
too faire Rurinome: fhe was eloquent to entice, learned to 
contempne, fliee was wilye to make men wretched, fliee could 
fmile to fee men fighe (O deceipfull Eurinome) this the aimc 
of his conceit, this the ende of his comfort Amidft the paflio- 
nate eftate of thefe louers, Philamour that was firft caught 
in the lime, was moll of all tormented in his loue, confeffing 
with ARISTOTLE, that onely beauties eyes were eloquent, pro- 
telling with Plato that loue was a fage Poet, and made other 
Poets, for his onely comforte was to contemplate one HAR- 
paste, and his minde (altogether before time addifted to plea- 
fure) was wholy gtuen ouer to painte out her prayfes in Foe- 
trie. One efpeciall day among the reft, Harfaste defirous to 
difcouer hir difcontents, perfwaded her father Nicrotion to 
make a folemne feaft: wherevnto among the reft, Philamis 
for loue, and Philamour for fafhion fake were inuited. The- 
ther alfo repaired Eurimone the difdainfull, bearing a browe 
of Iuorie, a breft of Adamant Great was the aflembly on that 
day, fumptuous the Banquet. Thefe louers obferued Ouids 
obferuations at the Table, making fuch prittye combates 
with their longing eyes, that theyr hearts through impati- 
ence were well nye confumed with fafhion. The Dinner 
doone, and Table taken vp, according to the cuftome ofAu- 
Jbia, the Gentlemen firft daunced theyr Courranlo, fome 
trimming their Temples with wreaths of Mirtill, other with 
Garlands of Roles, each one presenting theyr Miftrcfle with 
a feucndl Flower: Philamis among the reft, with due reue- 
rcnce gaue EURINOME a Marigoulde: PHILAMOUR beftowed 
a Violet on Harfaste, bearing their Corronets of Willowe 
in their handes: when being defired by the Ladyes and Gen- 
tlemen to difcouer the fecret of theyr prefents: Philamis be- 
ing moft forwarde, commaunded the Comets to founde this 
Bargitiet, when taking Eurinome by the hande, he began the 
daunce, and tuned his delightfull voice, warbling out this 
Songe, 

Philamis 
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Philamis Barginet 

Y[AppU Phcebus in thy flower, 

On thy teares fo fweetfy feeding: 

Whenfheffyeth thy heart bleeding, 

Sorrow death jdr heart deuottre. 

Oh that I might Phcebus bee, 
So my Clitia loued me. 

When with glorie thou do oft rife, 

Foorth his /aire to Jhowt jke putteth: 
When in weft thy glorie Jkuttetk, 
Clitia Jhuts, hir beautie dies. 

Were my miftrefft fuck as flu, 
Oh that I might Phoebus be. 

Phcebus beautie did allure 

His f aire flower atfirft to hue him: 
And till time from keauen remooue him, 
Ctitias glorie /hall endure. 

Oh that I might Phcebus bee, 
So my Clitia loued me. 

Thou that kouldeft in thy hand*, 

Natures glorie, Phoebus treafure: 
Now obferue the f elf e fame meafure, 
For I burne infelfefame bande. 

Were my miftresfuch as Jke, 
Oh that I might Phoebus be. 

This conclusion was fliut vp with a long looke and a la- 
mentable fighe, when Philahis conducted Eurinome to her 
place, from whom hee receiued this crabbed curtefie. Sir in 
that you are to fillie to be the Sunne, and I nothing fo fonde 
to be your flower, twere good you fought a more kinder Cly- 
tia, for I like no fuch falfe halted PHCEBUS, with this ftniling 
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anfwer and forrowfull repulfe, Philamis nipped on the head, 
rubd there where it itched not, and drawing himfelfe a parte 
gaue himfelfe wholye oner to penfiueneffe, whilft Fhila- 
mour reddye to fatiffie the expectation of the Ladyes, after 
the Muficke had founded his Hadrigale, tooke Harpaste 
by the hande, and in this manner applyed his Song to the 
melodic 

Philamours Madrigale. 

\7 Ngraiefull Grukes when on the fandis fhore, 
Wrongd by contempt, fir ong Aiax floutfy flood, 

Hefigkth, and therewithal! 
Since good deferts were wrongd, in irefuil moode 
He drew hisfworde, andflraight his breft did gore, 

and fainting downe did fall. 

Ye gods he cryed (if any gods) he cryed, 
Since eountrie yeelds to words, not good dej art, 

Be you propitious now, 
Thefe luke-warme flreames that iffuefrom my hart, 
Since Greekes my right with rigor have entied. 

Scare witmffe of my vow. 

I vowe (oh fruitles vow) that I haueferud, 
For countries caufe, and not for f entile gainc. 

And yet Laertes fonne 
Mufl haught Achilles mangled armes maintaine, 
Who never once in combats hath deferud 

As I full oft have donne. 

Since therefore Vertue hath no recompence 
Among my Grecian petres, oh gentle mould 

Receive my facrifice: 
The heavens can tell for Greece my bloud wasfould. 
The heavens can tell I die for no offence, 

Thus clofd his eyes. 
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And when the Gkoft was ready to depart, 

Theft later words with teares he forth did power, 

Both gods and earth relieue me: 
His bloud the earth tranfformd into a flower, 
The heavens were mooued at the warriors finart, 

Sweet Nimph beleeue me. 

Long with Vlifles ( but with greater right) 
For more then Pirrhus Fathers armes I flriue, 

Butfince repulfed ftUL 
I Huirtg dye, nought refleth now aliue, 
But ioy, but hope, thusflil with feeble might, 

I feed vpon myne ill. 

The heauens behould how I amfirme and true, 
The earth my teares to flowers hath tranfformd, 

My wound flU bleeding flowes. 
Without fome grace my greefe is not reformd, 
Oh were my griefes, wounds, flowers, fofrefh in vew, 

You then would end my woes. 

Eueiy one in the companie was delighted with this dittie, 
onely Harfaste counted all ftringes out of tune, fince hir 
heart ftringes were out of temper, notwithstanding to fhew 
her felfe courtelie, though fomewhat difcontented, fhe anfwe- 
red expectation with action, not fpeech: vouchsafing him a 
Bafolos manos, for his melodie and marttrdome. After all 
thefe Barginets and Madrigales were daunced, according to 
the cuftome of Auflria, the Ladyes called for a Baiket, 
wherin euery Gentleman and Gentlewoman calling their 
Gloues, there was election made who Ihould be Kings and 
Queenes, the lottes caft: Philamis was appointed King, 
and Harpaste Queene, who by order ought to preferre fome 
queftion whereon the company fliould difpute: and which 
they fliould decide, the Rauennois therefore vouchfafing the 
place, and incited to the performance, began thus. When Mi- 
das was made Iudge (aire Ladyes, Apollo had the woorft: 
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homlie wits cannot decide heauenly doubts, and better were it 
to giue ouer with ignorance, then to be prefumptuous in error: 
but fmce I haue a ClBILLA to affift me, who if my words be ri- 
diculous, can aunfwer you with Oracles, I will fpeake that 
you may condemne me, to the end the may fpeake, and all may 
commend hir. The Lapidarie layeth the foyle before he fetteth 
the (tone: The Dier wafheth the cloath before he ftayneth the 
coulour, the Mafon fquareth his plot before he layeth his foun- 
dation : fo am I but the entrance to iudgement, (he the ef fence, 
flue the fubftance I the cipher, hauing this onely happineffe to 
fpeake with her, which of her felfe onelie fpeaketh well: HAR- 
PASTE blufhed at this praife, taldng the commendation mod 
kindlie at his handes, from whom flie expected mod comfort, 
and fodainly had fhee yeelded him replye, but that Philamis 
fearing leaft the wounde mould be ftung with too many Net- 
tles, began thus. Since I am to propone the queftion, and 
you to decide the quarrell, (faire Ladyes and braue Gentle- 
men) let it bee this: Whether it bee better to de/erue and 
haue no friend/hip, or offend and finde favour: A matter 
incident to the time, and accordant to the perfons: and ftnce 
Hurinome is cheefeft in woorth, and choifeft in wifddme, I 
will if fo my Queene condifcend, that (he begin the contro- 
uerfie, Harpaste that liked the clawfe, quicklye fubfcribed: 
Wherevpon after fome attention: difdainfull EURINOME be- 
gan thus. Since I am charged by thofe who may commaund, 
and peremptorinefle is greater offence then ignorance, I will 
vtter my opinion vteo lure, yet conclude all things with reue- 
rence, zaAfalua authoritate. The queftion is not fo doubfull 
as daungerous, for either (hall I warre againft my felfe, in 
wrefting fomwhat, or lay my hand on my hart, and wifh I had 
fayd nothing.* But fince I muft lay fomething, to obferue De- 
corum. I will with APELLES drawe a line to fhowe my leuelL 
giuing reafons rather of likelihood then opinion, fince I meane 
my words (hall be no nets to intangle me, and my defire is to 
pleafe in fpeech, to preuent offence, not to performe what 1 
pleade, for that is againft my confcience : I fay, that offence to 
finde fauour is a fonde courfe, for that were to catch the moone 
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with a trammell, to charme the haire with a tabor, to couple the 
Cinick with the Stoick, or the Snayle with the Storke, for 
women are like quailes not charmed without a fweete call, 
like Dolphins not allured but by mufick, and (hew of obfer- 
nance towards them, is the bcft meanes to be foueraignes o- 
uer them : but fince this difference ftands vpon election, which 
is bell, and the choife is either defert or offence, which are con- 
trarie: let vs examine the fruites of both, fo fhall we finde the 
fuccefle of fauour : defert proceedeth rather of hope and will 
to pleafe them by feruice, whom we honour, then to difpleafe: 
defert hath many branches, dutie, feruice, loyaltie, forwardnes 
to exemplifie our loues, either by aduenture of life, expence of 
liuing, endangering our bodies, or endeuouring our wits: con- 
tempt or offence, dependeth on detraction, mifprifion confift- 
ing on more branches of iiiiuftice, then the other hath refpect 
vn(o equitie. Since therefore to deferue well proceedeth from 
vertue: to offend, from iniuftice: heere is a deepe Dilemma 
to be difcouered, why the one fhould finde fauour, the other 
haue no friendfhip.- and how may this be decided but by a wo- 
mans reafon, who fince fhe borroweth of the Moone to many 
infirmities, may bouldly with the blinde man take a pillar for 
her paramour: and determine all controuerfies at hir plea- 
fure, VuLCAN deferued well, yet Mars was befreended, and 
the God of warre offended much, yet was fancied moft: fee 
heere an inftance to deftroye all propofitions, women admit 
no proportion, they are peremptorie, theyr choife is as theyr 
change, and their change as the moone, if any afke why fo : the 
anfwer is, the Moone dooth fo: if any hath the power to mend 
her, we will giue them leaue to amend vs: Thus haue I made 
my fpoke, which if you admit in fporte, and take as I meane 
the wifeft fhall be incertaine of my meaning. PHILAMOUR fee- 
ing how voluntarie fhe fought to obfcure hir thoughts, fhoit- 
ned her talke by the lift, and in this forte leueled at his loue: 
Lady Eurinome. I fee you auowe much but allow nothing.' 
giuing vs a tafte, but no triall, vfmg the pollicie of cunning 
embroderers who when they haue exceeded themfelues and 
other mens conceit, leaue fomewhat imperfect to couler their 
D owne 
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owne wants, and mooue admiration in thofe which cannot fol- 
low the woorke, you neither condempne the one caufe, nor c&- 
mend the other, bat I that have a wound by Achilles fword, 
muA feeke my weale by the lame. Applying my reafons to 
that purpofe, I may perfwade, and to that ende fhee may take 
pittie: which fhe (fayd Harpaste) you fpeake to doubtfull? 
That (fhe replyed) PHILAMOUR that examines me in this dif- 
ferent: whie I examine you Philamour (fayd fliee) as your 
Queene, whofe fauour exceeds your fortune. But I (replyed 
Fhilamour) pleade pittie at Harpastes hande, not as fhe is 
a Queen : why fayd fhe, but being Harpaste fhe is too bare for 
fuch a Lord, but fayd he FHILAMOUR were blefled in hauing 
fuch a Ladie. Soft madame replyed Philamis, fuffer fuppli- 
ants to offer at your fhrine. I will Philamis (fayd fhe) To you 
will hould the candle. Lorde fayd EURIHONE howe Queenes 
forget themfelues and louers loofe themfelues, for our king is 
become a priuate Gentleman by this plea, and Philamour 
hath fo forgot himfelfe in the entrance, as I feare me hee will 
be to feeble to make an end : Fhilamour galled with a fharpe 
fpurre, pricked with a ftiffe thorne, after a fmiling modeftie be- 
gan in this fort to profecute his pretended difcourfe. Though 
it be a common fault (Ladyes) yet is it commendable, (the 
heart to bee where the treafure is, the eye to be fixed on that 
which is moft fancied) yet is It an honeft fault (at leaft wife bo- 
neft in womens opinion) who yeeld moft thanks to their louers 
when they are moft thought on, and greateft praife when they 
are oftneft plaid withaU, pardon me therefore Eurimone, if I 
haue aunfwered Harpastes doubtes, fmce I am curious, leaft 
fhe mould fufpect my dutie (nay neglect it fayde Harpaste in 
fecret, yeelding that period to his paufe) wherevpon hee thus 
proceeded 

It is a certaine and praftifed rule among the Phifiti- 
ons, that Serpents haue leaft venome in theyr teeth, becaufe 
their often chewing auoydeth the fame, which rudiment is 
moft certaine in loue, which the more it is exercifed with trou- 
bles, the more conftant it is, and leffe fayned, and what grea- 
ter troubles in loue then to defcrueS the ftrange rigors, the 
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rude repulfes, fuffered with content, fuftaioed without con- 
tempt, is not this defart? To be rewarded with cruelty for cur- 
tefie, to retume fauours for frumpes, praifes for difpleafures, 
js not this defert S To efteeme all dangers dutie, all torments 
trifles, all penance pleafure, is not this defart? and are not all 
thefe troubles; being rewarded with vndeferued torment? 
which though among liuing men the/ are counted vaine, a- 
mong louing men are helde for vertuous: for as the Pecocke 
hath faireft coulors about the creft, the Doue choifeft feathers 
about bir neck, fo Louers haue deepeft forrowes in the heart, 
which fince they fuffer to deferue, they accoumpt their miflfor- 
tunes felicitle. 

Tullie complayning him of all his miferies in exile, 
annexeth this: At vbi pro arts 6" focis agitur nul&s, ego 
maiarum iempeftatibtis imptUor, and as Tui.iJE, fo true Lo- 
uers, when the caufe concerneth loue for which they endure, 
theyr difcontents fort vnto delights, and it is vnto them felici- 
tie to fuffer mhTerie. For as wichout the mixture of light no- 
thing is cleere, and nothing darke but that which hath darke- 
ned : as without the aide of fire nothing is hot, nor without 
the affiftance of aire could, fo without trouble in loue there is 
no triumph, without repulfes no pleasures, without fower no 
fweet, without danger no defect, which like the pure gould in 
the hot fire, the bright Saphire in the blacke foyle, the cleere 
Moone in the winter night, the more it is frowned at, the more 
it is refined : Since then defert is fuch, and exercifed with fuch 
forrowes, howe vnkinde are they that regarde it not? Naye 
how happie are they that are vnregarded? This is the bent of 
the qucftion, this the benefit of my quarrell.- who auowe that 
it is better to deferue and haue no fauour, then offende and 
finde friendlhip: for heare the indignitie followetb the defert, 
and they are iuftrye conui&ed, who valew not the force of ver- 
tue." and who are they? Truelie Ladyes your felues, imi- 
tating the Saintes in Churches, who Anile as well on 
thofe that deface them, as they that defye them, refem- 
bling the woonderous roote Boace, which beeing tou- 
ched, cafteth out fire, and plucked vppe procureth death: 
D2 the 
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the more you are praifed, the more you repine: the more men 
ferue you, the more yon fcorne them, refembling die Cama- 
melL which the more it is troden the more it fpringeth, and the 
more you are courted, the more are you coy : to be breefe then, 
as they that walke in the Sunne are (till accompayned with 
lhadowe, fo thofe that follow fancie muft waight on forrow: 
for as there are no limits in Ladyes beautie, fo are there no 
limits in their affections, all their workes are of fupereroga- 
tion, which we may fee to bee fo, but muft not fay fo. To be 
briefe, I fo glorie in my defarts, which (how the conftancie of 
my minde, that though I haue no friendfhip, yet I reioyce that 
I deferue friendfhip. Since the one fhoweth my deuotion, the 
other hir doubleneffe, the one is my beft, the other her brutifh- 
neffe, PHILAMOUR fpake this with a vehement fighe, which I 
fuppofe he fet downe for his period. When at laft Hirpaste 
fixing hir eyes on PHILAMIS, with blulhing modeftie began 
thus. 

How likes your Maieftie of this Orator? hath he not prea- 
ched well 5 Yes Madame faid he, and would haue pleaded bet- 
ter had he chofen his owne pulpet: oh faid fhe quid Graculo 
cum fidibux? play vpon them if he had cunning replyed Phi- 
lamour. Stop the fludgates fayd Eurimone, wee abound in 
to much follie, all are follies in them madam, anfwered PHILA- 
His, whofe beft defert is but offences: I but howe bleft is hee 
that offends and findes fauour fayd Harpaste 9 as bleft quoth 
he as he that angleth without a baite, and catches a Breame, 
why not beauty replyed EURINOME pointing at HARPASTE : yes 
beautie if you pleafe faid he, pointing at Eurinomk. Thus 
tofled they the difcourfe too and fro, till at fuch time as HAR- 
PASTE was ready to fpeake hir opinion, there entered the hall a 
faire and beautifull Ladie, neerely allyed to Nicrosion the 
Lorde of that place ; attyred all in moumefull coulours of 
black, hir goulden haire fcattered along hir goodly moulders, 
in the one hande fliee bare a light Taper, in the other a naked 
Sworde: who after the had amafed the whole aflembly with 
her melancholie, hauing attayned filence, began thus. 

The 
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The lamentable and pittifull tor- 
meats of a conftant louer, feruing a cruell La- 
die, with the ftrange and wofull pe~ 
nance and death Jke endured. 

Princes, and renowmed Ladyes, could 
3 difcouer tragedies, and fighes report 
wes, I would weepe more and fpeake 
and grone with fuch vehemencie, as 
fhould greeue to behould my heauineffe: 
__._ fince tie caufe requireth termes not 
teares, difcourfe and not fighes (if fo you mail vouchfafe mee 
fauourable attention) I will open that vnto you, which will 
make the marble heart melt to heare it, and mooue the ftemeft 
thoughts to lament my eftate, when he vnderftandeth it I am 
haplefle Cijetia you Nobles, Neece to NlCROSiON, allyed to 
Harpaste, whilome the pride of Paffan for beautie, now the 
byword of the world for barbarous cruelty. It is not vnknown 
vnto you, and too well knowne by me, how Rabinius was a 
braue Gentleman of this Cittie, of high reputation among the 
wifeft, of greatefr. regarde among the warriours : hee had 
Cesars fortune in armes, ClCEROES forwardnes in artes, ha- 
uing the benefits of nature, accompanyed with fuch bountie 
of the minde, that his perfection exceeded all reporte. In breefe 
I may bouldly fay with Tully, that this man hath not onely 
furmounted the glory of the beft deferuers of this time, by lus 
vertue, but alfo all the memories of antiquitie by his valew: 
But why praife I him, who perilhed by me? and why in re- 
porting his excellence, rip I vp my owne infolence S ah CL#TIA 
this is nought els but to rubbe on the gall, to kick againft the 
prick. The fent of Balil draweth Scorpions vnto it, the herbe 
SquUia charmeth Sorceries, Ros Lawrell killeth Dogges, 
and the memorie of griefes being renewed, reuiueth more for- 
rowes, killeth all ioyes, and confoundeth all folace. But I 
muft tell my Tragedy, fince I meane to enact an other, (heere 
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making a melancholie pawfe, the hanged downe her head a- 
long time.- at laft beeing awaked as it were out of a dreame, 
ihe in thefe termes profecuted htr purpofe: Alas, whether am 
I tranfported your Nobles, who had neede, doting SENECIOS 
hote troope of flaues to put me in remembrance 5 But you 
may pardon the imperfection if you pleafe, to heare the pafli- 
on. This noble Rabinus vnhappilie beheld me, and more vn- 
fortunately loued me, leauing no prafthe vnatteropted, no fer- 
uice vnperformed, whereby he might manifeft his humilitie, or 
I be notified by humanitie. But as Eleborus healeth fome 
madnefle, and maketh fome more inoodie; fo his fubmifiion 
which might haue mortified the hearts of other, and molified 
the mindes of the ftouteft, made me more feuere: for like the 
fteale hardned by much melting, I grew harde harted by his 
many weepings, carrying in my lookes the poyfen of Sarda- 
nia, which maketh fhewe of fouling, when there is fhrowded 
greateft feueritie. Fiue yeares and more with importunate 
futes did he folicite me, haunting continually the place of my 
habitation, thinking himfelfe happy to kiffe the Couuip wher- 
on his VENUS had troden, forced at laft by his importunitie, 
and egged forward by mine owne pride, I vouchsafed him the 
oportunitie to difcouer his affections, where after many la- 
mentable complaints, with little companion, he at laft requi- 
red this onely fauour, to kuTe my hand, protefting any feruice 
to attaine to fo great fek'citie: wretched that I was, I whoh/ 
enclined to feueritie, returned him this aunfwer: that at fuch 
time as he had atchieued. three combates in honor of my name, 
flaine three monfters in Libia, and brought me three heads, and 
finally rid him of life that moil troubled my delights, he fhould 
enioy his wifhe, and foow his worth: cruell that I was, ouer 
cruell that I was. I not only tied him by words, but bound him 
by othes: & he more conftant then aduifed, preferring my loue 
before his owne life, profecuted his pretence, neither agreeued 
at the impoflibilitie of my demaunds, nor grutching at the per- 
rillof hiseftate: to be breefe, I repaired to my fathers grange 
bounding vpon Datmbit, he taking his horde, and locked in 
his armes, wholy intended his determinations. Long and te- 
dious 
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dious were his Journeys : and trauailing continually by vntrac- 
ted wales, be tooke no other comfort then to think on Cl*tia 
oft in his folitarie walkes, when trauell bad weakned bis Ums, 
and trouble wounded his thoughts, he alighted from his fteed, 
and turning him Into conuenient pafture began to renew his 
penciucnefle, oft when he fawe a barren Oke drycd vp by age 
deprhied of leaues, with many bitter fighes he thus cryed out 
Oh happie plant that fuffreft this wafte in thy waine, where I 
perrifh in my prime, thou art difpoyled of thy leaues, I of my 
loues, eld hath reft thee of thy pith, enuie hath robd me of my 
pleafure, thou haft calme after ftorms, I ftormes without calm, 
thou art ftrong in thy roote, though difturbed in thy bowes, I 
fining at the heart roote, & defpifed by beautie, oh happye tree, 
or haples man. Oft wha he beheld a fweet fpring, he thus figh- 
ed, and thus fighing faid : faire ftreame without disturbance, 
thou art fruitfull in thy waters, I fruftrate in my weepings, 
thy funne playeth with thee, my funne plagueth me, no windes 
afflift thee, much wretchednes foloweth me: thou Chriftall, I 
I comfortles. Thus applied Rabinius al things according to 
his own cogitations, feeding onely on the roots of the defarts: 
& ftanchlng his thruft with fountain water, at laft after he had 
pafled thorow a thick wood, he entred a ftiady plot of ground, 
in midft wherof there was placed a tombe of white marbel, on 
which fat a knight armed at affaye all faue his head, who efpy- 
mg RAB1KUS fo mounted and addreft, betoke him to his horfe? 
buckled his helme & drew neere him, faluting him in this fort. 
Knight, Lord, trauelling prince, or whatfoeuer, vnfortunately 
haft thou entred this defart, for either muft thou combate with 
me in honor of thy miftres, Cue" to the vtterance, or lofe thy right 
hand, which I muft fixe on yonder fepulchre. Knight, replyed 
Rabinius let me know the caufe before we enter controuerfie, 
why thou keepeft this tombe, why thou required the combate, 
that either I may with reafon yeeld thee my right hand, or elfe 
with courage enter conflict. Sir faid he, in this tombe lyes bu- 
ried the fayreft ladye that liued, who renowmed thorow Bohe- 
mia by hir beauty, was fought vnto by diuers princes, among 
the reft, Charondas a duke of this countrie, preferred his fer- 
usce, and profecuted his fuite, making fo many courtly proffers 
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and fending fo many courteous prefents, that at laft Seruatia 
confented, ordering her defires euery wayes to occafion his 
delights, but hee moft trayterous Prince {mothering deepe 
conspiracies vnder a fmooth countenance: one day vnder cou- 
lour of folemnizing the manage, inuited hir with me and my 
two other brothers {hir neere allies) to his Caftle, where after 
many gratious entertainements, and agreeable triumphes, the 
night being farre fpent, he conducted her to her Chamber: the 
Northren Waineman had alreadie mounted in his courfe, 
fixing his fteedes betweene the armes of Aquarius, when eue- 
rie eye was clofed, and each Lord filent, Seruatia betooke her 
felfe to reft, little fearing to bee rauifhed, when fodainlye by a 
trap doore ChakONDAS entred hir Chamber, charging her ey- 
ther to take care to fatiffie his pleafure, or to finifh hir life: the 
poore Lady knowing the Larke was to weake for the Eagle, 
the Lambe for the Lion, that Aflroites ftirreth in wine, and 
lturdie natures are mooued by perflations, with maidenlye 
modeftie, and matronlike conftancie, (hee thus reafoned for hir 
libertie. 

Ah Charondas, if honor haue more power ouer thee then 
difhoneftie, if thy vowes haue beene vertuous and not vaine, 
what neede thefe encountries to inforce fauour, where thou 
haft conquered fancied thine eyes haue power like the Fifhe 
Stella, they haue fubdued what they haue feene : it onely re- 
maineth that thou obferue, meane in thy conqueft with Alex- 
ander who could forbeare his bondwoman till hir bridall. The 
Lintace ftayeth what fhee toucheth: the Adamant draweth 
where it neereth, and (hall I not touching this hande for my 
peace, efcape my pretended perill.- all beafts when they fee 
their dangers, flie them, and flying them befreend themfelues. 
It is but Catoes conftancie may make thee a conqueror, and a 
little forbearance a Lord in fclicitie. CHARONDAS not able to 
endure delayes, playde at faft and loofe for a fall, knowing 
that opportunitie was a good plea, and that Venus counted 
SILEMIS for an Affe, for his NESTOR like fobrietie; but SERUA- 
TIA like the Bull made fierce by feeing red coulors, fo percei- 
uing the rude crueltie of CHARONDAS, refilled according to hir 
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power, till at laft impatient of hir wrong, and he pofleflbr of his 
will, the Duke forfooke hir Chamber, and fliee hir comfort, 
when faring like HECUBA robbed of hir fonne, like PRIAMOR 
bereft of his fignorie, fliee feemed rather a fweete ftature of 
Iuorie without life, then a facred and liuing faint quite disho- 
nored : faine would flie had pleaded, that Charondas was not 
falce: but calling downe her lookes on the chara&or of his 
loofeneffe: alas flie fayd would he had not, or rather fond lafle 
would I were not, and as the fignes of diftemperature come 
before the tempeft, fo the teares of poore Seruatia, were the 
commets of hir fatall forrowe: and as the Vipers teeth are 
moft venemous, when the ferpent is moft yoongeft, fo this 
forrow in the entrance was moft feuere, hir fpeech was clofed 
vp with difpight (and that her toong wanted power to cry c re- 
uenge, yet hir angrie bluih pretended a reuenge, to bee fhorte, 
feeing hir honor loft, hir louers lewdnes, (lie loathed to breath 
that aire wherein flie was betrayd, and fnatching vp his wea- 
pon, the witneffe of his wickednefle, which through haft he had 
left behind, and through horror lhee was bent to vfe, the fhea- 
thed it in hir body, leauing the earth to enioy the finfull partes, 
to the end the heauens might pertake hir celefliall perfections. 
CHARONDAS hearing of this hir haplefle departure, afliamed at 
his finne, and lamenting his luft, fled prefently, liuing as it is 
reported a miferable life in the mountaines Lirenei: when 
the rumor of this outrage, founded in the eares of vs three 
brethren, hir neere allies, finding no fit occafion of reuenge, yet 
willing to auow hir right, we inclofd hir body in this Marble 
graue, vowing one of vs each day to attend here, till a twelue- 
moneth were expired, refoluing to trie againft all commers, 
that SERUATIA was onely faire, onely conftant, the paragon of 
chaftitie, the patterne of conftancie. If any gainfaye our rea- 
fons, and aduenture an others right, if he bee fubdued he loo- 
feth his right hand ; but if wee after three dayes combate bee 
conquered, loe here the honour referued him fayd the Knight, 
(when drawing a Curtaine) hee difcouered the picture of this 
Paragon. 

Rabinus rauiflied with hir fight, flood a long time amafed, 
E till 
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till at laft reuiucd with the thought of me moft haples Cu&tia, 
he replied thus. 

Sir the caufc of your quarrell is reafonable, and the re- 
ward of the conqueft honourable: but what if I auowe my 
Miftrefle more faire, what (hall then followed That thou art 
fonde fayd the Knight, and vnfortunate. Fortune or miffor- 
tune anfwered RABINUS I force not, Cuhtia I fay was more 
fayre, more conftant, more famous then Seruatia. If thou like 
not my fentence, gaine-faye mee with thy Sworde: where- 
vpon without any further difcourfe, they entered fight: great 
and dangerous was the combate, till at laft Rabinus attayned 
the better, and drawing of the Helmet of him that was conque- 
red, he rather gaue him time to bread), then fought to fhed his 
bloud. The ftearne Bohemian, that fawe the ftrange and ad- 
mirable bountie of the Aujlrian, humbling him on his knees, 
began in this maner. 

Though I haue falne by thy Sworde, I haue not fayled 
in my defire (courteous Knight) who haue encountred a Gen- 
tleman, who is as well fltilled to conquer by ambilitie, as by 
force, commaund me therefore according to the prefixed co- 
uenants, and I will verefie what thou auerreft, in that thou art 
the victor. 

Knight fayde Rabinus, it is not reuenge that I feeke, 
but renowne: nor thy hanne, but my honour. If there- 
fore thou confeue that my Miftreffe Cl-etia is fairer then 
SERUATIA, thou art free: onely tyed to this, to attend me into 
Aujiria, where in hir prefence, in whome dependeth my de- 
light, thou muft confefle that in courtcfie, which I haue at- 
chieued by combate. The vanquished quickUe condifcended 
to the victor : defiring him in figne of theyr reconcilement, to 
ileepe with him in his pauilion for that night, the better to bee 
able to performe the combate the nexte daye. RABINUS not 
able to forget hys oulde greefe, yet fomewhat fatiffied by his 
renewed gloiye, eafily condifcended. Wherevpon they both 
together entered the pauilion, delyuexing their horfes to theyr 
attendants, who dilligentlye trimmed them. Supper was 
ferued in with great folempnitie, and the two other brothers 
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(in whome remayned the purfuite of the Combate) were 
Table guefts at that prefent, who behoulding the comelye 
perfon of Rabinus, but his difcontented countenance, his 
broken fighes, a great fickneffe of nature, beganne to finde 
his imperfection, without feeling his pulfe: wherevpon the 
youngeft which was bothe wife and eloquent, pittying that 
fuch proweffe ihould be accompanyed with pendueneffe be- 
gan thus. 

Gentle Knight, I woonder, that hauing woone the honor 
of the fielde, you are thus follempne after your good fucceffe, 
I feare mee this your fickneffe proceedeth rather of your 
dauogers to come, then your fortunes that are pafte. Sir 
Clyde RABINUS (as if awaked out of a (lumber,) it is ill 
judging by the eye what the heart ayleth, or the inwarde 
harmes of the minde by the outwarde habitude of the body, 
the Crocodile weepeth when fhee wyll deuoure, the Sy- 
rens fmyleth when fhee would betraye: the Cat playeth be- 
fore fhee perfecute, the Lyon dallyeth eare fhee deuoure, 
Since therefore difpofitions are fo diuers in Beaftes, bee 
not you fo addicted to cenfure of men, leaft triumphing 
with the Elephant, you bee terrifyed with the Mowfe, 
and lyke the fell and fierceft Tigar, be afTrayd and difmaide at 
a (h ad owe. 

The younge Gentleman feeing that Rabinus was dif- 
oontent, in that hee was driuen out of his dumpes, follow- 
ed Alexanders pollycie, who fpying the fickneffe where- 
with Apelles was payned and confumed, rather concluded 
with himfelfe to leaue Cahpasfe, then to loofe fuch a Pain- 
ter : wherevpon, ceafing to vrge that whereon hee fawe that 
his euyll depended, he kept a loofe, obferuing the lame courfe 
hee pretended, but running more at randon. Syr (fayde 
hee) miftaMng is no argument, neyther ihould you thinke I 
argued you of feare, but honoure you for felicitie: onelye 
becaufe I fee you paffiouate, where our defire is you 
fhoule bee pleafaunte. I wyll ayme ihrowdlye at all for- 
t-owes, and perhaps toucbe yours, thinking that as one 
Nayle dryueth out another, fo one conceyte within you 
E2 (hall 
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fhall ouercome an other: all forts of griefes noble knight haue 
but two workings : the one in the minde, the other in the body, 
if thy difcontent growe by worldly change, thou art fondc, for 
nothing is more ccrtaine on earth then alteration: if thou 
greeue at Fortune, thou art blame worthie, where thou maift 
conquer hir by conftancie: fhee is like the fifh Torpedo being 
of her felfe fmfull, and driuing all thofe that touch hir to fenfu- 
alitie: haft thou loft freends? feeke other if one freend: be a- 
(liamed thou haft no more : if thy onely friend, oh fraile man be 
agreeued, who in fo many worldlye tempefts and calamities, 
hadft but one truft and conftant anchor: haft thou loft thy 
wealth? reioyce it hath not loft thee. The fewer pence the lef- 
fer perrill, now fortune hath mowed her worft. Signine thou 
thywifidome. Art thou greeued.- if thygriefebefmall,fufferit: 
if great, patience can falue it Art thou poore ? it is but thy opi- 
nion : vfe continence, and thou art a conqueror. Thou art ha- 
ted? if of nodefert, thou arthappie: ifdeferuedly, amende thy 
felfe. Learne of EURIPIDES, that no minde is fo imperfect, 
which vertue cannot make pure? art thou fcomed in loue, (eaue 
it, it is a Canker in the Rofe, a Drone in the hiue, a fport in the 
Chriftall, a crafe in the Iuorie, art thou contemned by loue 5 
condempne it : Glafle is cleere in fubftance, but poifen in tafte: 
the Torquile delighteth the eye of the Fiiherman, but benum- 
meth his hands : the frofen Serpent is full of poyfen, and the 
faireft face the falfeft hart Aristides being afked what cau- 
fed greateft report, the eye (fayd he) which fucketh more poy- 
fen then the toong or heart can enacuate.- mafter the deiires of 
loue, and thou art loues maifter: looke on Ladyes as on faire 
Sepulchres, which as Diogenes held opinion, the richer they 
are without, the rottenner they are within. The Geefe that 
pafle the mountaine Taurus, carrie pibbles in their mouthes, 
leaft difcoured by their cackling, they fhould be murthered 
by the Eagles: and wilt not thou be more prouident then birds 
who couer their imperfection to preuent their perils': Thy 
Prince diffauoureth thee? if bad, happy art thou without fa- 
uour : if good, the fooner reconciled. Thou art banifhed, whye 
Omntfolum viro forti patria, learne of Socrates with the good 
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Sailer, fo to faaue all neceflarye inftruments in a readineffe, 
that in faire weather and fowle ftormes, thou maift be prepa- 
red for all changes, fince the world confifteth by change: marke 
what Euripides fayth, euen as all ayre is penetrable to the 
eyes of the Eagle, fo all townes & Citties are a valiant mans 
countrie: heere EPICTETUS counfailed: euen as (faith he) it is 
better in health to bee layd on a meane matteris, then to be 
ficklie on a magnificent and ritch bed : fo is it better to Hue 
happily in poore eftate, then to be vnhappy in profperitie. But 
leauing thefe worldlie infirmities, let vs haue recourfe to the 
defarts of the minde, which the more noble it is, the more dan- 
gerous are the difeafes thereof. Is thy minde weakeS ftreng- 
then it with good counfailes, the bed phificke is Philofophie, 
which feeketh no Viaticum: in breefe, no trouble of the bodye, 
no torment of the minde, tempteth him who entertayneth all 
chances as if they fhould haue hapned, and endureth all crof- 
fes with conftancie when they happen. Rabinus hearing his 
pregnant wit, and pleafant perfwaiions, difcharged fome fur- 
rowes from his forhead, returning this ihort anfwer. Sir you 
haue mowed your learning, and mooued my delight, following 
the cuftome of many idle artiftes, that can fpeake well eare 
they tafte the difpight, but when they are a little broken with 
care, they loofe their braine and conceit Cicero in profperitie 
could talke of conftancie, yet in adueriitie fhew pufillaminitie 
but he that is exercifed in mifchiefe, moft knoweth the martir- 
dome, and he that hath the wound, feeles more then he that cu- 
reth it, is not he a witlefle Gardner that planteth the fallowe 
on the hill, and the Cedar in the vale, the Fine in the plaine, 
and the Popler in the mountaine c . Is not he a worfe hufband- 
man, that fetteth his Vine neere Babiion, or foweth his corne 
in MufcouUS and of all this is not he moft fimple, that feek- 
eth to rid that by counfaile, which is rooted by care : to plante 
gladnes, where fprings griefe. To applye comforts, where the 
wounds are vncurable? Oh fir, fince you neither conceiue 
what I fuffer, nor can deceiue my forrowe, the paine is fo infi- 
nite, the griefe fo indefinite, fuffer me only to view thai; which 
you cannot rcdreffe, and endure that which you cannot deuine 
E 3 vpon. 
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vpon, and vouchfafe a Iiartie thankes for your trauell, whilft I 
continually periift in my helpleffe torment By this time the 
night was farre fpent, and the fupper time expired, fo tliat af- 
ter order was taken for the next dayes combate, the Gentle- 
men conuayed Rabinus to his lodging, where with broken 
(leepes he beguiled his dayes forepafled trauell. No fooner 
did the funne illuminate our hemifpheare, and AURORA, in her 
yellow beauties driue foorth hir dewie Chariot adorned with 
Rofes, but both the champions arofe, and hauing armed them- 
felues entered the lifts, to determine their appointed combate, 
but Rabinus courage was fo great, and exercife in armes fo 
famous, that he qukklie after many woundes, weakened his 
aduerfarie, and before the funne had fully attained the noone- 
fteed, he had brought him vnder fubieftion. The third brother 
impatient of delay, mooued with the miffortune of his elders, 
fuddainly armed himfelfe, refoluing before the (hutting vp of 
the euening, to reduce Rabinus to a harde eftate, but he like 
the fturdie tree, which the more it is fhaken with the winde the 
furer is it faftned in the roote, was rather embouldned there- 
with then abafhed, and calling to minde my vnfortunate name, 
he fo valiantly behaued himfelfe, that ere the third hower was 
expired, the laft champion was his prifoner: wherevpon with 
milde countenance, fignifieng his mercte, hee embraced them, 
commending their vertue in the honourable enterprife, they 
had vndertaken, enioyning them onely that day tweluemonth, 
to meete him at Paffan, where they might bee difcharged of 
theyr vowes, and my felfe aflured of his valure, not forgetting 
to charge them to bring hir picture with them: for that night 
ftayde he with them, fignifieng vnto them all the fequele of his 
loue, whereat the Gentlemen were fo mooued, that the yong- 
eft of them in vehemencie cryed out with the Poet: 

Famitta blanditur laque os parat arma minijlrat, 
Ftzmina cerberium dignaf outre canent. 

No fooner did the bright morning difcouer it felfe, and 
Phcebus difclouding his watrie lockes, began to leaue the 
dewie bed of the Ocean, but RABINUS aroie, & taking leaue of 
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the Knights, departed forwarde towarde his iourney, many 
foyles croffed he, and ouerpaffed many citties, feeing with 
Vlisses, and getting fcience with Vlisses, as he 

Qui mores kominum multorum vidit & vrbes. 

But at laft with much trauell, he entered Libia, this countrie 
is more fniitefull in fandes, then in feedes, in incomodious 
monfters, then commendable commodities: the people of the 
countrie being valiant, but fubtill, leading idle liues, but ha- 
iling adle braines: not long had he trauailed, feeding vpon his 
ould trouble, but amidft a parched plaine, dryed vp with the fu- 
rious boames of the frowning funne, he faw an angrie Rino- 
csrotes purfuing a tender and yoong infant, which fled to bee 
vndertooke, and faintlie endeuoured to efchew death, which 
he had already made choife of. The pittilefle monfter ftill fol- 
lowing his pray, which though he were flowe in race, yet was 
he feuere in rigor) had welnie overtaken him, when valiant 
RabiNUS couching his Speare in his reft, fo forciblie aflayled 
hir, that he pierced hir bodye, and left hir liueleffe. Then dif- 
mounting him from his Steede, and awaking the Child from 
his amazednefie, hee cut of the head of the horrible monfter, 
conuaying the tender infante to his mother, who trauayling 
ouer the plaines with that infant, had forgotten hir yoong 
fonne to faue hir oulde lyfe. No fooner perceyued fhee the 
Childe delyuered from daunger, her felfe from detriment, 
but humbling hir on hir knees, fhee heartUye thanked Rabi- 
NUS for his fuccours, conuaying him to hir Caftell neere at 
hande, where for that night with royall entertainement, hee 
deluded the time with delightes : amonge other Table talke, 
Rabinus inquifitiup of newes, was thus aunfwered to his 
qneftion. 

Noble Sir, as Libia our Countrie is full of wafte, fo 
wanteth it no woonders, and though our nation bee woon- 
derfullye addicted to armes and chiualrye, yet haue wee fuch 
ftrange and dangerous attemptes heare amongft vs, that the 
bouldeft warrior eyther feareth or faileth to bring them to 
exigent Six leagues from hence, by maruailous induftrie 
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of a Magitian, the Princes daughter of this prouince is kept 
prifoner, who (in that (he condifcended not to the loue of Fara- 
Sius, nephew to Hermagoras the curfed Inchaunter, but fuf- 
fered him rather to perifh, then vouchlafe him pittie) is inclofed 
in a itrong tower, fituate on the top of a high hill, round about 
which lyeth a darke and hideous groue, ouerihadowed with 
huge Trees, herein as gardaines of the maide, he hath placed 
many monfters, who with horrible cryes, and fearefull how- 
lings, driue terror to all the inhabitants: neither is there anye 
fo valiant, or els fo venturous, who either dare feeke hir free- 
dome, or fubdue theyr furie. Among the reft Tarpeia poore 
maide, is moll miferable: for liuing in continuall feare, Ihee is 
hourelie affrighted with vifions, fometimes with Tigers ren- 
ting hir garments, in the night time with ghoftes threatning 
Tragedies, lb that neuer was there any finoe nature had pow- 
er, that deferued Iefle plague, or endureth more punifhment: 
it were vaine for mee noble Siguier, to tell all troubles, the 
teares of hir parents, the lament of the Peeres, how for hir all 
the Lordes are difconfolate, all the lande defolate, onelye I 
annex this, that who fo fetteth hir at libertie (which cannot be 
effected without great felicitie) may if he pleafe be poffeffor of 
hir loue, and maifter of hir liuing. 

Rabinus gaue diligent attention to the tragicall difcourfe 
of the Labian, vowing without further delay to aduenture the 
danger, and eyther the next day to giue Tarpeia hir libertie, 
or loofe his owne life. The night by this time hath attyred the 
heauens with hir fable Curtaines, foftly powring hir dew vp- 
on the drooping eyes of euery creature, when Rabinus was 
conducted to his lodging, where hce drowned forrowe in the 
fuddes of fweete fleepe, and appeafed his paflions with fweete 
Cumbers : the funne had no fooner on the next morrow, after 
the maidenly blufhes of AURORA, mowed forth his mining glo- 
rie in the Eaft, but RABINUS arofe, and calling for his horfle 
and armes, curteouflie tooke his leaue of the Ladye, crauing 
onely a conductor, who might guide him to the Caftell. The 
freendly Lady prefently appointed him one, commending him 
to the mercie of the Almightie, who neuer fayleth them that 
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fuccor fuch as are in miferie: and in this fort roade he forth, 
wifhing a defired end of hir lament, or of his life. At laft a- 
bout noonefteed, hee beheld the ftately fortrefle, and fawe 
the huge forreft, wherein he heard on euery fide the how- 
ling of Woollies, the hi (Ting of Serpents: heere founded 
the fhrill belowing of Buls, heere the roaring of Lions, fo 
that it was futncient to amafe any man, to behold and heare 
the honour and terrible threatnings of thefe rauenous 
beafts. 

The guide hauing conducted him to the entrance of the 
wood, being wan with feare, foddainlie fled: but Rabinus 
whole meditation was on mee vnhappy CL&TIA, fet life at 
naught, defpifed all dangers, hauing no other defire but to 
accomplifh my decree. Long had not hee trauayled in this 
thicke and fhadowie plot, but foddainlie hee heard a great 
cracke of thunder: a miftie fog ouerclowded the whole 
countrie: then might he behould in the midft of the defart, 
and by the meanes of the lightnings, an old man vnchaning 
two Lyons, which both at once feafed vpon his Shield, 
plucking it by maine force from his arme, then renting his 
Steedc with terrible rigor, they renued theyr right with 
him, wounding him in fundry places: but hee who was a- 
wayted with courage, and woondered at for conftancie, fo 
valiantlie behaued himfelfe that he flew them both: which 
when the ould man perceiued, hee fpeedily fled, and Rabi- 
nus haftely followed. At laft, drawing neere the foote of the 
mountaiue, the ould man opened a Caue, from whence (af- 
ter there had been euacuated a vaft and huge flame of fire) 
there iflued out a horrible and deformed monfter, headed 
like vnto Hidra, whofe locks were fcalie Serpents, in 
height about nine Cubites, hauing the back partes of him 
like a Centaure. 

Rabinus behoulding this diuilifli enemie, was at the 

firft fomewhat aftontfhed: notwithftanding, at laft recoue- 

ring courage, he bouldly encountred him, but the hydeous 

foe caft fourth fuch foyfon of poifon, that wherefoeuer it 
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attainted the armour of the Auftrian, it presently burft off 
from his body. 

Rabinus feeing the eminent daimger, thought good 
to vfe no daliance, but buckled himfelfe with fuch bould- 
neffe to the Monfter, that hee parted two of his heades 
from the venemous bodie. The bead faeerewith enrad- 
ged gan foddainly to pra&ife rcuenge, and feazed vpon 
Rabinus with fuch feueritie, that he call him headlong to 
the ground: but he who was both nimble and bardie, fod- 
dainlie arofe, loading his enemie with fuch rude ftrokes, 
that at lail he fcucred life from the vnweldie carcafle, and 
perceiuing that all the waight of the aduenture depended 
on the furprifall of Hermagoras, (who feeing the death of 
his champion, fled toward the Caftle) he fpeedily purfued 
him, and (fearing leaft he lhould enter the forte before hee 
might apprehend him) [he fuddainly ftroake the inchasters 
head from his moulders, when loe the cloudines was ouer- 
caft, and with a thundring noyce the Caftle vaniihed, and 
the huge mountaine became an humble plaine: wherein 
Rabinus beheld a faire and amiable Lady, who deliuered 
from hir affright, humbled hir feife at his feete, afcribing 
the benefite of hir life to his bountie, and the caufe of hir 
happinefle to his hardineue. RABINUS who was not vn- 
tought in curteiie, nor vntrained vp in intertainment be- 
gan in this fort to comfort hir. Ladye, if my indeuoures 
haue preuented your daungers, or my feruice hath procu- 
red your fecuritie, I reioyce thereat, fince I onely Hue to 
honour your fex, and defire onely to feme them. Whilft in 
this manner he was following his difcourfe, the Princes 
father approached, who behoulding RABINUS with admi- 
ration, friendlie imbraced him, publishing in thefe termes 
his happines and content 

Noble Knight, might my wordes difcouer my will, or 
my wiihes fupplie my wants, you mould then heare how 
much I honour you, and perceiue how I would rewarde 
you, but fince I neither may expreffe what I would, nor 
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perforate what I wiflie, accept what I may, which is this 
Ladie and my liuelihood, who acknowledged! my felicitie, 
Co depend on you, who haue delhiered my TARFEIA from 
danger, and reftored a defolate father to his daughter. Ra- 
binus no ieffe vertuous then valiant, as well tryed in hu- 
mani t ic, as trayned vp in honour, returned him this aun- 
fwer. 

As my vnworthmene great prince, deferueth no fuch 
grace, fo my willingneue to doe you further feruice, may 
exemplifie how much I honour you for your offers, as they 
exceede my deferts to enioy them: fo I befeech your high- 
neffe better to beftowc them, fince neyther my bafeneiTe 
vouchiafeth me to dime fo high, nor my fortunes concen- 
teth 1 mould be fo happy: & were it your Maieftie would 
exceed my demerite, yet my former vowes, preuented this 
vertue: fo that I befeech you to imploye thofe graces 
on your noble Subie&s, and fuuer me to liue in my ob- 
fcuritie. 

The noble Libian feeing his leuell, and knowing the 
Moore by bis coulour, the Erimnte by his fpot, the Safi- 
iisk by his eye: left oft to incinuate that which he could not 
intreate, and imbracing Tarpeia, demeaned fuch ioy, as 
all his Nobles doated with ioy to fee his delights: and 
now began they to regard the huge body of the monfter, the 
deepe wounds, the defperate aduenture: and euerye one in 
common opinion praifed Eabinus proweffe, who cutting 
of the heads of the Lions, and gathering this hideous 
monfters ferpently fhape together, after he had made fome 
ftaye in Libia for a while, with great honour, returned 
home into Auftria. And hauing finifhed and effected 
two of my demaunds, he eameftly intended the third, but 
I careleffe, but not fo careleffe as cruell, and not fo cruell 
as inconftant, feeding on pride, a cock of mine owtie doong- 
hill, a birde of mine owne breeding, hearing of hys re- 
tume, became more rigorous, abufing hys obferuance 
with feueritie. O vayne courfe of vs Women, who 
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are more coye, when wee are molt courted: who haue our 
frumpes at our fingers ends, our follies written in our for- 
heads: we are f reward when men are forwarde, crabbed 
when they court vs: we are like Apes who kill their yoong 
with too much fopperie, mcafuring our Louers fortunes by 
our owne follies, wee are loues diuels to feare men, and 
Fortunes euels to infeeble them; wee are woe men, be- 
caufe women, feeding them with toying, and foyling them 
with coying, and are to fine in loue, and too foolifh to define 
loue: hauing our fcorues linked to our toongs endes, our 
fcufes locked at our aperne ftringes, able to make fooles 
of Phtlofophers, and ideots of Doctors: oh that we were 
leffe, fo we were not fo loofe : or that we had lefTe bewty and 
more bountie: but knew Ladyes what I can acknowledge, 
and would they fee more, and finne leffe: wee fhould haue 
more bridals then burials, and men would court more and 
complaine leffe: 

Quiflos manefuit vespere puluis erit. 
If the faircft bud mult be blafted, if the cleereft day may be 
clowded, if the ftrongeft limmes may growe Either, what 
are wee wantons, who are fo irefull to become fhrowes 
when we fhould be faints, pittifull ones, as we are prittie 
ones, kinde Lambes, as we are fweete tambes, gentle laf- 
fes, as we are goodly Ladies. But to returne thether where 
I left, and report that which now I lament RABINUS haue- 
ing no other felicitie but my fauour, not being able to know 
whom I molt contemned, but by mine owne cenfure, fo 
wrought with Celidonia my handmaide and attendant, 
that the fo coulerablie enquired of me, that at laft I care- 
lefly and cruelly confeffed, that onely Rabinus was him 
whom I hated, and whofe death might make mee happie, 
Celidonia vnderfbmding my fecrets, and corrupted by lu- 
cre, certified Rabinus of my counfailes, who feeing cru- 
eltie was the rewarde of his courtefie, began to tbinke 
which way he might end his mifTortune, and publlh my 
infamie: for which caufe, the yeare prefixed being fully 
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expired, bee caufed a ritch Chariot to be made, framed of 
black Ebonie, on the top whereof with curious Imagerie, 
he caufed death to be ingrauen after a triumphant maner: 
from the backe whereof as if it were a Vine fprouting out 
diuers branches: thereon iuued certaine fine and curious 
vowes, at the end whereof he hanged a feuerall figne of his 
victories, and the tokens of his vertue: the foote thereof 
was after the manner of a Chauldron, wherein with cun- 
ning Imagerie Cupids triumphes were cut, and with 
great workmanfhip cunninglie wrought, which being ef- 
fected in deepeft of his melancholie, his three Champions 
appeared, readie to performe their promife: whom after he 
had freendly entertayned, he fo wrought with them, that 
they vouchsafed to draw him in this Chariot the next day, 
to my fathers grange, where onely I, CELIDONIA, and 
feme fmall retinew of houfhold feruants, being informed 
of his forwardnes, expected his comming, when entering 
the place, onely couered with a Mantle, bee prefented his 
prefents, furrendred his prifoners, inforcing though no 
mercie, yet admiration in me. At laft when I required the 
third dutie (oh dutie full of domage, with a fteaine coun- 
tenance, and a ftoutc courage) hee thus began. cruell 
Clattia, oh my recureleffe difcontents, fince my domage is 
thy delight, and my martyrdome thy melodie, as thou art 
fatiffied in two things, fo now fuifet on the third. I haue 
ferued long with great loyaltie, aduenturing mine owne 
preiudice to inlarge thy praife, behould the fcarres of my 
many woundes, which are die fignes of my truth, but the 
feales of thy tyrannie: behould Rabin us growne oulde 
with much griefe, giuen ouer to too much dhgrace, oh to- 
kens of my truth, oh titles of thy tyrannie: behould Raw- 
NUS who hath made thee famous in his life, and will fa- 
tiffie thy fancies in his death: fee heere my third vowe per- 
formed, behould the death of him thou hateft, the date of all 
my horror: ah Clxtia, fee Cuetia, my heart bloud fhall 
giue thee hearts reft, my lyfes tenne, fhall yeeld thee ioyes 
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ctemitie, and though I pleafe thee not in my lyfe, oh let me 
pacific thee in my death. Heerevpon with a fharpe Rafer 
he foddainly cut all his vaincs, leaning no vaine vntoucht 
that might protract life, and whilft lyfe and death combated 
together, and his toong had liberty of fpeeche to profecute 
hir lamentable purpofe he thus renewed bis complaints. 
Ah Cl^tia, thy fauour is too high prifed, that for the kiffe 
of thy hand, craueft the bloud of my heart, yet let me khTe 
it CLjETIA, that I may fpend my tail breath on thy lead beu- 
tie. Oh you Nobles, now gan I bow, but without benefit, 
my minde was to pitty when I had no meanes : the behoul- 
ders exclaimed, I cryed, and approcbing the chariot, fought 
all meanes poflible to recover his comfort: now bellowed 
I kifles on his wan cheekes, now imployed I wifhes to re- 
ftore his loft life. But ah the fruites of my folly, I pyned to 
fee him perrifh, who perrifhed thorow my peremptorines. 
But he (oh kinde Rabinus, fealing his loue with fweete 
fighes, opening his conceits with amiable kilT-es, fince li- 
bertie of fpeech was reft him, bellowed that was left him, 
kinde lookes for my vnkinde loofenefle, and when I was 
moil tyred with loue, he expired his lail. The Knights be- 
houlding his miihap, fled for horror, leauing me to lament 
him, whom my pride had loft. 

Lord how comfortlefie laye I on hys courfe, how un- 
braced I him, whom I had imbaced, and hauing killed him 
with vnkindneffe in loue, how gladly would I with kind- 
nefTe haue kitted him aliue. But oh we weakelings of na- 
ture, but too wafpifh: not fo wafpifh as wretched, nor fo 
wretched as wicked, we melt not in defire, tyll men mer- 
rit by death: and are kinde when we cannot poflefle, and 
cruell when we fhould pleafure, hys woorft was paft, my 
wickednefle was apparant. To be breefe (for my breuity 
is now my benefit) who muft heryte nothing but myne 
owne fhame, I caufed hys dead body to be conuayed into 
my Chamber, wherein I inclofed my felfe, acknowledging 
and vnworthy of comfort, ftill feeking counfell of the gods 
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how I might fatiffie his ghoft: tyll at laft this later night, 
in my deepeft fleepes I beheld this vifion. Me thought 
my RAB1NUS bearing new bloudie woundes, flood by my 
bed fide, and foddainly awaking, cryed out in this manner. 
Hafte thee CLATIA, bloud requireth bloud, my ghoft will 
be fatiffied, when thy life is finiflied: as thou haft wrong- 
ed me in the light of the world, fo fatiffie me in the pretence 
of many witnefles. This fayd he vanilhed, and I arofe: 
where taking the Sworde wherewith he was guirded, and 
this Lampe whereby I was watched, I cauTed my traine 
of Damfels to draw forth his Coache, and hearing of your 
folemne affembly this day: I thought good to make you 
eye witnefles of my penitence: this fayd, (he caufed the 
damfels to draw in the chariot, drilling all the afliftance in- 
to a maze, when extinguilhirtg hir lampe, and calling hir 
felfe vpon the dead body of Rabinus, the pierced hir breft 
with his fword, and finiflied hir life, with this anfwer. Ah 
kind friend, fince I may not fatiffie thee with my life, I wil 
facrifice vnto thee in my death. Ah Rabinus, though thou 
art bloudlefle, yet art thou beautifull, receiue fweet friend 
with the warme vigor of my bloud, that with the riuers of 
thine eyes thou maift rid me of the rigors of thine enuie. My 
fpeech fayleth Rabinus, I will follow thee: ladyes leame, 
learne ladies by my death to auoid lewdnes: by my crofle to 
flie cruelty: thus faid, fhe gaue vp the ghoft: & hir handmaids 
drew both him and hir out of prefence: conuaying both the 
bodyes according as Nicrosian commanded into a priuate 
chamber, inuiting al the afliftance to thefe haples louers fu- 
nerals. Eurinomes hart throbbed to confider on their thral- 
dom: and Harpaste taking Philamis by the hand, afked if 
the chaunce were not pittifulK But this noueltye and the 
night parted the whole companie: fo that Philamis had no 
meanes to follicite his miftrefle, nor Philamour to bewray 
his mifery: for euery one in fteede of opening loue, was 
inforced to take leaue : but among al the reft, Harpaste was 
moft mooued, who behoulding the haples death of Cl-etia, 
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was fo difcomforted, that no fpeech can difcouer the halfe 
of hir forrowe. FHILAMOUR as a body without foule, fee- 
ing his miftreffe without follace, departed to his lodging 
and fell a languifhing: Philamis both comforted him, and 
fought to content hir, and taking pen in hand, presented hir 
with this letter confolatorie. 

Philamis to Harpaste. 

I prooue as fortunate to connrme 
(my HARPASTE) as I am forwarde to 
(aile thee, beleeue me thy affections 
d not warre againft fortune, and this 
ent lhould not mooue melancholic, 
in that all things are mortalL Thou art 
forrie that Cl^tia is dead, but remembreft not fhee was 
borne to dye, and art fick, for that which happened to hir, 
which will happen to thee and all men, knowft thou not 
that things fodainely growne great, are fooneft in the 
graue? that fprouting ri penes is a figne of fpeedy rotten - 
nefle? why then greeueth HARPASTE to loofe hir Ci^etia, 
who was too faire beyond expectation, and cruell aboue 
conceit, too ruthlefle in hir life, to retchleffe in hir lone, thou 
art forrie (he is dead, but why figheft thou not for that ihee 
dyed not better: wert thou greened to fee hir Hue badlie, 
and wilt not fuffer hir to die beartliel what is more cer- 
taine, then that a lofe life will haue a luckleffe end, and that 
thofe that liue in impietie, fildome die with repentance ? oh 
Harpaste, as in all things enough is as good as a feaft, fo 
in the deceafe of our freends, our excefle of tcares are our 
furfets of follie. Thou wilt fay that each things according 
to nature is good, for fo fayd TULLIE: fince then nothing is 
more naturall then to die, why mourneth Harpaste for 
the loffe of Cl*tia? canft thou recouer hir by thy teares? 
that is impofiible: if thou canft not, as I am fure thou 
maift not, beleeue me this greefe is fuperfluous, fondnefle 
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not zealous pietieS fhe was not borne in vaine, in that fhe 
dyed, but in that fhe liued improfitably, ihe died vnbappily. 
Oh my Harpaste difcharge thefe furrowes, difmiffe thefe 
follies, death is the porte, life the fea of trouble, life the 
ftorme, death the fecuritie, life the corrifiue, death the com- 
fort, death the end of forrow, life the beginning. SOCRATES 
deuiGng among his familiars, newes was brought him that 
his fonne Sophriniscus was dead, and what followed? he 
couered not his face with a vaile, but confirmed his heart 
with vertue, and in deed of bewayling him, he fayd come let 
vs burie him: wilt thou mourne, becaufe thy friend hath 
out gone thee in thy iourney 9 or for that hee hath attained 
the end for which he liued S oh Harpaste this were meere 
ignorance, this is immoderate follie: for euert as they are 
worfe then Idiots, that beate the funne in that it fhineth, fo 
are they ouer fimple, that lament that for a maime, which 
is the aime of nature; nature thou faift hath robd thee of a 
Neece, and did fhe not giue hir thee? thou haft loft hir in 
hir prime, fhe was to loofe to be pyttied, who greeueth to 
fee die Rofe hlafted in the bud ? when he knoweth the Rofe 
is but a dayes tailing? who greeueth to fee that weake- 
ned, that was borne to waine? Fabianus fayth, that thofe 
who lament the dead, are like fuch as weepe becaufe they 
waxe outd, and Philimon that fuch as are forrie for the 
deceafed, feeme to condempe nature, which bringing many 
things to a prime, mull needly haue fome thing perifh. If 
thou will needly weepe Harpaste, for that thy Ci^etia is 
to be buryed, why wayleft thou not in that fhe was borne S 
for had fhe not liued, fhe had not beene fo lewd, and had fhe 
not beene fo lewd, (he were not to be lamented 5 and good 
Lord in dying how much detriment hath fhe efcaped 5 fince 
death is euery mans end, manies remedy, fome mens vow, 
and wretched mens welfare: Ihe hath now no caufe to be- 
weepe hir inconftancie, to wayle hir loffe of friends, to figh 
hir change of fortune: in brief e, in one ftorme fhe hath efca- 
ped all tempefts; for as nothing is more feuere in fhowe 
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then death, fo is nothing more fweete in fubftance, death 
fetteth the flaue at libertie, in difpight of his malfter : death 
deliuereth the Captiue from his Chaine, the PriToner 
from his penurie, the condempned from his dungeon .- 
Death teacheth the exile, to forget his countrie: Death 
maketh all things common: in breefe. Death leaueth no- 
thing carefull: and death is that which Cl-BTIA hath ta- 
fted, and for hir death it is that Harpaste lamenteth. Oh 
ignorant of euilt, thou makeft honey gall: thou accompteft 
Antimony, Egrimonie: the Beane, Bafill : the Hearbe- 
grace, Hemlock, the pleafure, poifon: consider HarPASTE, 
and confidering counfaile thy felfe, that opinion maketh 
miferie, and that if thou wert not peremptorie in thy wee- 
ping, thou canft yeeld no proofe of wretchednes. LiuiA loft 
hir fonne, yet lamented not, for feeing the father was gone 
before, fhe knew the fonne muft follow after: then greeue 
thou not, fince Cl^tia is feazed by that which thou muft 
fuffer, neither figh thee for feare the wifer fort accufe thee 
of enuie, who forroweft in that fhee hath ouergone thee in 
happineffe: in briefe Harpaste, die to thefe toyes, and drie 
vp thy teares, ftriue thee to amend that wherein (he liued 
mifgouemed, fo fhall I reioyce at thy vertue, and then in- 
ioye the fruites of my counfaile. 

Thin* is ailvurtitt, VmiJMi*. 

Fhilahis hauing finifhed his letter, both ftgned, fealed 
it, and fent it away, fpending all his other indeuors in me- 
ditation of his miftres, and comforting his Philamour, 
who poore Gentleman tofled in the feas of forrow, like a 
(hip without a helme, grew fo wan with weakenes, ft pale 
with penfiuenefie, that euery one who beheld him, thought 
him more fit for his funerals, then meete for his manage, 
Philamis who preferred the fafetie of his friend, before his 
owne follace, in midft of his dumpes, affailed him with this 
aduice. How now my PHILAMOUR? what wilt thou be fo 
fpent with griefe, as to be paft gouernment, ft fo giuen ouer 
to mone, that thou wilt forget thou art a man? immoderate 
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teares, are like iramefurable fhowers, which in fteed of fee- 
ding the plants with forwardnes, ouerflow the with furie: 
thefe weeping aflwage not, but incite griefe, which with the 
A/pis pricking but the arme, pierceth the hart: thy difeafe 
is not ficknes, but want of forefight, neyther any fauor but 
fancie: a graft of thine owne eyes planting, a griefe procee- 
ding from thy owne idleces. The Tortufe lleeping in the 
fun, is fooneft furprifed: the Mullet drained by the gill is 
foneft betraied: in briefe your trim beuers are like y* trouts: 
full, caught with tickling, confumed by fancie, becaufe you 
will be foolifh. Fie my PHILAMOUR, let reafon teach thee, 
that loue is but a lightly fweet, not a fubftantiall, fhadowed 
in the ihape of a woman to fhow hir wantonnes, painted in 
the figure of a flying Child, to fbow bis fleeting inconftan- 
cte. If thy reafon had as great power as it ought, and were 
thy opinions reftrained by good perfwafions, thou fbalt c5- 
fefle, that time fpent in loue, is time loft in life: then which 
(before God) there is nothing more foolifh, then which (the 
more griefe) there is not any thing more followed. There 
is nothing can be vertuous, that eiideth in repent: & what 
then loue, is more repented when it is poflefled? the ioyes 
are no foner attempted, then ended, & a little Idndnes maks 
him who was as hote as a toft, as coole as a clock. But fay 
thou loue a Penelope, euen in this chafte loue thou (halt 
haue Tome crofle, a woman to kill thee with weepings, LA- 
ERTES to trouble thee with his lothed age, Telemachus to 
try thee with his childifh teares, riuals to tempt thy wife, if 
fiie wilbe wanton, roifters to reuel in thy hall: in briefe, this 
one wife is the occafio of many woes; this one Penelope 
the caufe of much prejudice: fay (he be a HELENA, oh thou 
vnhappy, that muft weare VULCANS badge on thy browe, 
and beare the fcales of hir fhame, & thy fcant forefight Be- 
leeue me Philamour, as there is no fhadow without a fub- 
ftance, no Leopard without his fpot, no Lizard without his 
ftaine: no fweete without his fower: fo is there no Wo- 
man without hir fault, no Lady without hir imperfections. 
G 2 Say 
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Saye (he be fain, (he will be proud: faye (he be foule, (he 
may be faulfe, fay (he be wife, (he will be wilfull, fay (he be 
an ideot, (he is a burthen: how fo euer (he be, (he cannot 
chufe but bee a woman, which from their infande follow 
newfanglenefTe : fay thy wife be fruitfull and bring thee 
infants, euen herein maift thou be infortunate, when loofe 
heyres (hall lauish out thy heritage: fay (he bee barraine, 
thou wilt loath hir, what fo euer (he be, beleeue me (he hath 
a longing tooth, and a long tonge, two ill neighbors in one 
bodie, the one will weaken thy purfe if it be (till pleafed, the 
other waken thee from thy fleeces, if it be not iuftly char- 
med. Beleeue me it was worthily fayd of Tullv, and not 
fo worthily as wifely, that it is extreame folh'e to delight 
our felues in thofe things, in which there is more excelling 
pleafure, then exceeding profit The baites of louers (faith 
Ruben) the art they vfe, the fnares they fet, the fubtilties 
they (hew, are not all thefe fruites of Vanitie. It is good 
faith Fanonims to behould faire things, but not to bee too 
bould with them, for as Zenophon faith, the fire burnetfa, 
and a faire face inflameth: harke what Seneca alledgeth, 
there was neuer faire woman whofe beautie was not ac- 
companied eyther with crueltie, or whofe heart was not 
thrauled by ingratitude. To bee briefe my Philamour, 
fince nothing is more curffed, then curious follie, nor anye 
thing more vncomlie, then for a man to difclaime libertie, 
good friend be good to thy felfe, and leaue griefe, other- 
wife in languifhing as thou dooft, and liuing thus defolate, 
thou wilt kill me in being cruell to thy felfe, and end my 
dayes by eternizing thy difcontents. Philamour finding 
that as the (ire cannot be opprcft, nor the ayre be indoma- 
ged by ftrokes, fo the minde afflicted by loue, cannot bee 
drawne from affection, returned Philahis this aunfwer. 
Deare friend, as no tyrant in Scithia is fo cruell as to for- 
bid the miferable to weepe: fo no mans heart can be fo in- 
cenfed, to draw them from diftreffe, who wholy are deuou- 
red in heauinefTe: haft thou not read of Socrates? who be- 
ing 
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ing demaunded which wayes a man might preucnt mifery, 
by onely death fayd he, for griefe dateth but by deatli, and 
calamitie finifheth with life: Thou art lorry to fee me fad, 
and this is kindneffe, but wert thou fettled to feeke my fac- 
tors, how palpable were thy curtefie. Well fayd Menan- 
DER, that he that is tick in body had neede of the Phyfition, 
but he that is crucified in fpirit, had need of a friend, I haue 
heard thee fpeake well Philamis, but would haue thee doo 
well: thou perceiueft I loue, thou then perceiueft a deepe 
wound Philamis, a lingring paflion, but deuine in poffeffi- 
on: loue is like Darius Vine, ritch in Ihowe, like Architas 
Doue, cunning in flight, which thou maift catch with thine 
eye, but not caft of without thine end, your proud Philofo- 
phers for all their precepts, haue i'acrificed Rofes to this 
VENUS, borne a Candle before this Saint, being Lordes 
of theyr fayings, but not of theyr fences. Plato commen- 
ded by AUGUSTINE for his heauenly policies, had his para- 
moure, who in his deepeft ftuddies, had rather fee Archa- 
n^sse naked, then difcourfe vpon nature, who being a block 
in euery letchers way in hir youth when the Crowes foote 
had caught hir eye, was Platoes deereft pigfney, and hee 
who before time was famous in many wrightings, became 
In his belt time infamous, being befotted on many wrinc- 
kles, Socrates though he were patient, was entangled by 
Aspatta: Demosthenes the eloquent, a louer: Leocra- 
tes, though a great Philofopher, loued the flefh: Pericles 
though famous for wit, loued a faire Woman: ARISTOTLE 
for all his Metaphilkes was loue lick, making his happines 
of none but Hermia, in brief e it is a common rule: thefe 
learned men haue y= lighteft miftrefies, & do penance before 
the world for their peremptorines of wit O PHILAMIS, if 
it be pofuble to charme loue, why were thefe inchantedS if 
they were toucht in their excelence, why ihould I greeue to 
be tryed in my ignorance? who walheth the Afles cares, 
loofeth both his Sope and his labour: who endeuoreth im- 
poflible things, mifpendeth his coll and bis candle: in dif- 
G 3 fwading 
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fwading loue. Then fweete friend, thou fotloweft the na- 
ture of Hiefciatnes, which hath a blacke graine, but a 
groffc fruite, and vnder fhadowe of inferring fleepe berea- 
ueth the fences: Make mee Caucafus a playne, Danubu 
drie, Ripheus without fnowe, driue the Pilat fifli from 
the Sharke, the Iron from the Loadftorte, then take loue 
from a liberatl minde. Oh PmLAMiS, Loue is the bond that 
linketh the heauens, and mould I loath it? Loue the fweet 
that makes the Gods iraaciate, and mould I leaue it? But 
to proceed and profecute reafon. 

Thou condemneft Loue, feeking by a fewe ihadowes 
of imperfection to extinguiih die fweetnefle of pleafure. 
Oh my Philahis, thou canft not haue the cffefte, but the 
defect followeth, neyther the honny in the Bee, but the 
pricke in the bum: beleeue mee, as it is rafhneffe to con- 
demne that which thou canft not determine. So in fome 
thinges it is better to bee deceyued, than to diftruft 
You blame all for one, making all fldnnes fowle, in that 
fome are fcard, all bodyes without bcautie, in that fome 
haue blottes, attyring all natures in one neceffitie, as if all 
Rofes ihoulde bee blafted, becaufe fome bloome not: all 
waters Ihoulde bee deadly, in that fome indaunger: and 
all women wicked, in that some are wanton. Oh Phi- 
lams, though there was a lewd Phillis, there was a 
louely Philacides : and though a loofe Lais, yet a louing 
IPHIAS. 

Partite paucarum diffundere crimen in omnts. 
Speilttur nuritis qttaque puellafuis. 

Heare OuiD, for hee was ominous: Sape viri fattunt, 
els Iason had vfed lefle ieft, and Medea poffeffed more 
ioy: Theseus had deferued more, Ariadne had ferued 
lefle: Demophon had kept his promife, Phyllis fcapt her 
penance. 

You iudge women by colours, and tye diuinitie to con- 
ceits, 
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ceits, where Aristotle neuer wrote furer Axiome than 
this, that as when the Raine-bow (heweth, then there fore- 
paflcth a fhower: So when Ladies (hew frefheft coulors 
of conftanrie, then men doe moft colour: beflirow their pain- 
ting, women owe them penance. But to drawe nearer to 
catch occafion by the fore-locke, and curtail my PHILAHIS 
in his folly: if nature had done nothing in vaine, as the phi- 
lofopher affirmeth, then the bonde wherewith fliee tyeth 
thinges cannot bee in vaine, the harmony of the heauens 
confifteth on loue, yea fuch force and effect hath loue in all 
thinges, that the Vine imbraceth the Elme, the Iuie the 
Oke, feeming to delight in the barke, when the body is 
dead: in ftones the Adamant loues iron: In mettals, golde 
quick-filuer: among mortall which are faints, man would 
not be befotted with thefe fweete faints. Proue that Ve- 
nus haue a yellow colour, yet MARS will followe VENUS: 
good mens pleafures, depende not vppon bad mens pre- 
cifenes. 

But to leaue long difcourfe, fince wordes haue no pow- 
er to expreffe true worthinefle, (my PHILAHIS) know thou 
that I loue, neyther can I difcharge mee of that thral- 
doroe, but by myne owne ouerthrowe: It behooueth 
thee therefore in louing mee, to ftyrre vp Harpastes loue 
towardes mee, otherwife, as thou vnderftandeft not the 
leaft of my Jeopardies, fo (halt thou beholde the laft of my 
ioyes. 

PHTLAMIS, that knewe the cloth by the lyft, the Lyon by 
his clawe, and the daunger by his difcourfe, replyed thus: 
Philamour, if thou were counfelled by Democritus, 
more furer were thy comfort: for if thou defireft not much, 
a little would feeme vnto thee fufficient, but this thy lon- 
ging appetyte beyond cuftome, threateneth thee wyth 
a daunger aboue conceipt, which I fee it were better to 
lament than amende in thee. But fince the lawc of na- 
ture tyeth mee, and the league of amftie enioyneth mee, 
I will rather firyle my felfe lhan loofe thy welfare. 

Rife 
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Rife therefore and write, let me be the meflenger to prefent, 
and the inftrument to perfwade, whereby thou fhalt bring 
all things to fuch conformitie, that thou maift be aflured of 
comfort: to fit lingring thus in thy bed, and lament thus 
againft beautte, is rather the meanes to wafte thy life, then 
win thy loue. Philamour in this fort being comforted by 
his deere freend PHILAMIS, gathered his fpirits together, 
and taking pen in hand began this perfwafiue letter. 

Philamour the foriorne, to the faireft 
Harpaste. 

know that no great thing may be 
id without trauaile, nor any louing 
without long feruice, I haue walled 
yeares to wtnne thy loue, and fpent 
feruices to preuent thy feueritie. 
„-*. yoh thou milde in behauiour, and 
Marble in heart: comely in demeanour, but careles of my 
duties) as the balme tree fhunneth the ftrefie of the Iron, 
fo thy bred fhaketh of the fting of amitie : and like the retch- 
lefle patient, the more thou art medicined, the leffe art thou 
mortified. Among all the gods in Rome PnTIE had a tem- 
ple, eyther for that fhe is of great might, or wonderful mer- 
cie: then fince thou art one of hir fex, be one of hir faintes, 
requiting my good deuotion with fome figne of humanitie. 
It is Philamour (Harpaste) that defireth thy fauour, who 
hath deferued it, bearing as loyall affe&ion toward thee, as 
euer any one that attempted thee: neyther incite I thee 
vnto lawleffe luft, but vnto loyall loue, nor to be my wanton 
friend, but my wedded pheere: if therefore as thou art the 
faireft of women, thou wilt not prooue fiercer then beafts, 
daine me loue, or denie me life, for among the vaft woods 
the Elephant is amorous, which as PLUTARCH witneffeth, 
was as pliant to perfwade by fignes, as Aristophanes c- 
loquent to allure by fentences. It is a cuftome in India 

among 
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among the Tarnajptri, that if any young man be inamoured 
with his miftreffe, he taketh a wollen cloath and melteth it in 
Oyle, and touching it with fyre, coucheth it on his arme, en- 
during the flame (whilft the cloath be confumed) with fuch 
eonftancie, (without mowing any figne of difcontent) that 
he teftifieth. his loue to be of fuch force, that it exceedeth all 
the iniuries of Fortune. But I HARPASTE, in fteed of carrieng 
fire in my flefh, beare the flames in my heart." not for a fea- 
fon till a cloath be confumed, but during life, tyll my dayes 
be determined: and wilt thou be more tyrant then the Indi- 
an Ladyes, who are attainted with leffe triall ? oh faire Lady, 
would God fo mcrcifull as faire: oh comly HARPASTE, would 
God fo courteous as comly, I haue endured long penance, 
and fhall I not at laft haue peace c I haue tailed that woe, 
and (hall I not trie the weale? But why fufpecl I, ere I bee 
reiected 5 the funne hath molt force ouer fweeteft waters, the 
meane plaine fooner fpringeth, then the barraine mountaine: 
and women will be wax, if they be well wrought: knowing 
that it is better to be plyant on earth, then to play with, and 
leade Apes in hell. Our fuite requires not long ceremonie, I 
loue HARPASTE, and either waight the fentence of death, or trie 
acceptance of my dutie, if I feeme vnworthy to deferue, then 
yeeld me fentence of my death, which without thy fauour 
will as furelye followe me, as I haue fincearelye fauoured 
thee. 

Thine moft affured, 

Philamour. 



This Letter watered with many teares, and clofed vp 
with kinde kiffes, was commended to the conuaye of PhiLA- 
mis, who wholy addicted to procure his friends delight, made 
expedition to flnde out Harpaste, and at fuch time entered he 
hir fathers houfe, as (he had perufed and pawfed on his laft 
periwafions, who no fooner was certified of his prefence, 
but expecting that which he fufpected lead: (lie gaue him this 
H court- 



, Google 



Euphues 

courteous welcome. Sir Philamis, were we not iiiiorced 
to ftrawe Flowers for our laft buriall, we would ftrawe 
rufhes for you, you are fuch a ftranger: but you I feare me, 
are fo much giuen ouer to Philofophie, as you forget your 
friends. Madame replyed Philamis, vnlefle you foone leane 
your ftrangenefle, I beleeue wee (hall haue more caufe to 
draw flowers, then you to fpred Rufhes. Harfaste touched 
at the quick, could forbeare no longer: but drawing him a 
part into a baye windowe which ouerlooked the Garden, the 
began thus. 

Why what newes Sir Philamis? or what caufe of dis- 
content Oh Harfaste feyd Philamis, and therewith gane 
fuch a figh, as made hir heart fick : here is a fecret depending 
on your fcntence, which if you anfwer not with courtefie, 
you may hap to lament with CLATIA: wherevpon he deliue- 
red hir the letter, who fuppofmg it to bee an arrowe of his 
owne Qaluer, a plea of bis owne perming, replyed thus. 
Sir I will perufe the texte, that I may interpret the mea- 
ning, and if I find* no error, your Maifterfhip may hap haue 
kinde Judgement: wherevpon leauing him in a male, fhee 
foddainly lockt hir felfe in hir clofet, where with a trembling 
hand, and a troubled heart, fhee brake vp the feale and per- 
vfed die fequeale: but when fhee perceyued the ftreame ran 
the wronge waye, hir Cake was dowe, hir courage was 
dampe: and in fteede of replye, fliee rent the paper. But 
when fliee remembred him who brought the Letter, and 
considered bis miflikes, in that hee brought the menage, 
fliee gathered hir wits together, and wrote this replye. 

Harfaste the aduifed, to Philamour 
theForlorne. 

Am as fonye Philamour to thinke vpon 
thy rudenefle, as I am affured thou art 
carelefle of my rigor, and as refolute to re- 
pulfe thee, as thou wert ready to prouoke 
me: fond man, expecteft thou that I can 
refpea 
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rmpe£t truth there, where there is no trull? or friendfhrppe 
ftom him who hath no faith, or finceritye in him, who is a 
very* Sinon? caiift thou be true in the fcquell of thy loue, 
who art trothlefle in the enterance, pleading thou haft fer- 
ued long, where thou haft foliated neuer, courting me one- 
lye with Aesops difh, wherein were more meates of fubtO- 
tye then to fatilBe. 

I tell thee I am not fo blynde, but 2 knowe the conftant 
from the counterfeit, the Damon from the Damocles, the 
friend from the flatterer. Thou defireft me to loue thee, if I 
wiftt thy lyfe: beleeue me PHILAMOUR, twere better thou 
wert buiyed then I betrayed, and that I gathered a garland 
on thy Graue, then thou fhouldeft triumph in my difgrace. 
Socrates fayde, that hee meriteth moft credit, who is molt 
conftant If therefore thou deferue, or defireft anye coun- 
tenance, be more conftant then, and leffe incontinent: I had 
rather aunfwer, in fayth I wyll not; then I would I had not, 
and refufe thy friendfhip then difpleafe my father. Oh PHI- 
LAMOUR, thy temptations are in force lylce the ftoane of Ar- 
ckadu, which layde on drye ftickes kindleth fire, the which 
I had rather quenche in Uamen, then comforte in Atha- 

fttOMS. 

The fhorte is, I cannot loue thee, naye more I wyll not 
lyke thee, defiring rather to leade Apes in hell, then mar- 
rye a crooked Apoftle on earth: yet for Philamis fake, I 
vouchsafe thee this fauour, to let thee know he is the chee- 
feft in my grace, and none but hee fhall be Lord of my fan- 
de: fo wifhing thee to leaue thy perfwafions, and leame more 
patience, I bid thee farewell. 



Harpaste. 



y Google 



Euphues 

No fooner had the difpatched this peremptorie replie, but 
the returned to Philamis, who feeing hir couler chaunged, 
and hir curtefie waxen could, began thus. Howe now Har- 
pastes, howe like you my plea? not fo well as your perfon 
faid (he, which if I fhould fet light by, it were a flight matter, 
in that you are fo flie a meflenger. Why Madame replyed 
Philamis, haue you found any error? I would I had not, faid 
Harpaste, fo you had loll your labour: houlde take this Li- 
bell and carrie it to your Lawyer: wherein he fliall finde 1 
except fo much, that I accept nothing. Philamis troubled 
with this gleeke, began in this forte once againe to rub vppon 
the gall: Why my HARPASTE, I had well hoped that PHILA- 
MOVRS defert fhould deferue more pittie then impatience: 
what he deferues fayd fhe, he may deuine by my fentence, as 
for your felfe, if you haue futes of your owne, you were beft 
follow them, for beleeue me his is non fuited. I but madame 
replyed Philamis, fhall he not be welcome to the buriall? 
Welcome fayd Harpaste? beleeue me none better, I had ra- 
ther waight on his burials then bridals, and fo tell him. Here- 
withall with a difdainfull blufhe, fhe foddainlye forfooke his 
company, and Philamis departed thence wholye difcontent 
And as wretched fortune would, hee paffed by Eurimones 
doore, at fuch time as in hir greateft triumph fhe fat to fhowe 
hir felfe, expecting to giue fome due to fome one of hir Lo- 
uers: who efpying Philamis, foddenly called him vnto hir 
girding at him in this fort. How fares our gallant itranger ? 
what hath not anye goodly lafies as yet made you honour 
Venus S Yes faire Eurimone (quoth he) I haue with the 
Athenian long time playd with Venus fnadowe: and were 
you as forward in fauour, as I could deferue in fanrie S. what 
then fayd Eurimone? I would then replyed Philamis, play 
with Venus in your perfon: you would hurt hir then I feare 
me fayd the: no honor hir Madame (quoth Philamis) wherupo 
fetching a deepe flgh, he in this fort difcouered. his fancic. Oh 
Eurimone lince your curtefie hath grated me a clew to trace 
loues laborinth, & your goodnes vouchfafeth me to fpeake to 
hir who I moft feme: 1 wil difcouer my paflions by your pa- 
tience, 
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tience, which if they may mollifie you, as they haue mated me, 
beleeue me, I mall enioy the fulnes of my ioy, & you perceiue 
my faithfulnes and loyaltie. Truth it is (madame) that I loue 
you, and Venus hath paft fuch iudgement on my paine, as it 
cannot be reuerfed but by your pittie : fince therefore my af- 
fections are firme, and you fitte for fancie: you yoong, and I 
youthfull: you (aire, and I faithfull: vouchsafe . the oportu- 
nity, an dfalue my impatient forrow, fuice crueltie is y* ftaine 
of your credit, and pittie the greateft of your perfections. 

Eurimone like a cunning fowler, feeing the bird alreadie 
pend in the fnare, began in this fort to play with his feathers. 
Why Philamis I am fure you are too learned to loue, which 
is a fickneffe of the mind, a furfet of idlenefle. Beleeue mee J 
know you mocke Loue, for you cannot meane not Loue. May 
it bee thought that a man who writes fo well, mould doate fo 
fooneS Or he who can fquare out the quadrant; be fo farre out 
of fquare. Alas Philamis, I am too yong to be marryed, and 
too old to be mocked. I pray you therefore exercife your gibes 
on other, for my nofe loues no iefting. 

Philamis feeing her impatience replyed thus. If my fim- 
plicitie fhoulde bee taken for fubtiltie, and my deuotion for 
doublenes: beleeue mee Eurimone, I had rather die than 
fpeake any thing, and perifh ere I would perfwade: but fince 
Loue (as Garimbert faith) furmounteth the fortreffe of the 
fpirit, carueth the hard Diamonds, warmeth the cold Ificles 
that often lie hidden in the breftes of delicate Ladies: I will 
fpeake in that hope, and vow that I auow nothing but truth. 
Plato hauing long time lead a chaft life, finally in his latter 
dayes made his facrifice to fatiffie and appeafe nature, in 
that he feemed greatly to haue offended her, by his feuere cha- 
ftitie : time loft in loue is the lame time of our life, and Ladyes 
that loath when they are wiflit, are fooneft lefte when they 
would. Ah EURIMONE, thou art yoong, and mull be yeelding: 
thou art a faire rofe, and muft be gathered: a pretty bud, and 
mull be plucked : thou art fitte for mans meat, and meete for 
marriage: which (fince in all honorable zeale I prefent vnto 
you) repay me not with crueltie for my many cares, nor with 
H3 def- 
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defpights for my good deferts. Beleue me Eurimonb, as fait 
fauoreth, fo itfretteth: as SaifapariUa dryeth, fo it decayeth: 
as lingering is fweete in loue, fo too long lingering breedes 
languifhing. Oh feeke not thou my griefe, leaft I prone thee 
vngratefull: thefe moyft teares trickling from my mournful 
eyes, fince they are my witneffes in loue, crane that thy chaft 
thoughts may preuent thy wllfulnes in lone. Eurimone, like 
the faulcon feeing the fowle ftoope, began to ftrike, and the 
flye intangled, left not to follow him, but gaue Philamis this 
gillop to coole his hot ftomacke. 

Oh fir, they that go a marrying, ran a madding, who are 
inforced to make thofe who now would kuTe their heeles, then 
to be their heads. Philamis, in faith you are too wife to per- 
fwade me, and I wife enough to repulfe you : it is a principle 
in Phifike, y* the knowledge of ficknes is to fome men the oc- 
casion of death: therefore (gentle friend) complayne not of 
this loue ficknes, leaft in ftead of bedding you, we bury you, & 
it were meere pittie, when fo hot a Gentleman who will car- 
ry no coales, muft bee borne like a coarfe : poffeflion they lay 
is in loue the ftrongeft point, I will therefore commaund my 
loue, though you demaund it.- and I promife you when I 
meane next to learne hufwifery, you fhalbe the laft that mall 
hulband mee. In this fcoffing manner left flie Philamis, who 
feeing himfelfe forfaken, and his friend forlorne, departed in 
fuch discontent to his lodging, that neyther imagining howe 
to confort or conuerfe with Philamour, he caft him the reply 
of Harpasth, refotuing euer afterwards to fliun the prefence 
of fo peftllent a mynion : and in this fort entering his chamber 
hee caft him on his bed, (pending his time in fuch languish- 
ing lamentes, that the report thereof muft needely mooue 
pittie. 

Alas (he fayde) iaiurious fexe, giuen ouer to fubrJltJe, who 
with the vayie of honeft occafion couer the diihoneftie of your 
fpirits, I cannot lament your fbllyes fo much, as be difcon- 
tented with your falfhood: you are plyant when you are not 
not purfued, and fawne when you are moft flattered: Oh vi- 
perous brood full of vices, who in your greeted cahnes lyke 
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Dolphins th re aten ftonnes: they like the Crab are crabbed, 
the one bailing a crooked mike, the other a curfed wit: they 
are as full of defpights as the Ermine of fpots: they are the 
foormes of finne, and the fiendes of Sathan: the gate of the 
Deuill, and the Serpentes venome: their beauties are tyke 
burning fwords. But whither now PHILAHIS? Shall men 
condemn them in their wickednes, when they are themfelues 
wretched? What is man but a minde incarnate? a fantafie of 
timeS a beholder of life c a manciple of death? a walker going? 
a dweller of place S a laborious mind fubieft to paifion, being 
as fubiecl to bee feduced, as women are fubtill to feduceS 
Shall we blame the fire becaufe it burneth vs? or our felues 
that thruft our fingers in the fire? The potion that poyfoneth 
is not to be blamed, but he that prefenteth it : and our defaults 
are not to be afcribed to them, but our owne follyes. Thy I- 
dlcncs Philamis, I there is the nurfe of this fame, and the 
feale of thine incontinence.- Studie is the preferuatiue of 
fuch vnftaiednes, where the eye beholding good things is not 
befotted with euill, and the care that harboureth fcience, is 
flopped to the Syren. Blame not them therefore who are the 
weaker creatures, but thy felfe which was fo ill councelled. 
In this manner ceafed Philamis to complayne, and beganne 
to contemplate, refoluing with himfelfe wholly to intend the 
fuccour of his friend, and other-wife euery way to giue ouer 
fancie. 

During this troubled eftate wherein Philamis ftormed, 
Clstia and her louer were buried and richly intombed, to the 
great forrow of all the beholders. But leaue we thcfe trage- 
dies, and returae we to FhilamOUR, who feeing PHILAMIS 
fodalne depart, began to fufpect. fomewhat, and nowe chaun- 
ged he his colour, and ftraightwayes fwelled in cboller, ma- 
king much of the fhadowe of griefe, before he knewe the fub- 
ftance: but confidering with himfelfe that it is meere vanitie 
to conuict, before there appeare fome caufe to condemne, hee 
opened his letters, and fawe the caufe of more lamente: 
and whyleft hee canuafed each fentence, and conftrued eue- 
rie lyne, hee at laft vnluckily behelde that doubt decyded, 
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which he rnoft miftrufted, the loue of HakpaSTE towards Phi- 
lamis, and hereon grewe hee into defperate rage, fufpe£ting 
doublenes in his friend, who detefted all falfhood, fo that with 
out any opinion of excufe, he refolued to reuenge himfelf cru- 
elly: whereuppon apparelling himfelfe, and taking his wea- 
pons, he fodainly knocked at Philamis chamber doore: who 
little fufpe&ing hatred from him whome hee loued with his 
heart, was thus infolently affaulted. 

Traytor as thou art, and riuall in my loue, who haft lear- 
ned of the Cretan to lye, of thy countrymen to diflemble: did 
I not meafure my dilhonour more than I make account of thy 
life, I would draw thy periured heart from thy panting breft, 
who fince thou haft robd me of my Loue, canft no way fatiffie 
my reuenge but by thy death. If thou therefore bee no crauen 
cocke, or haft defire to performe as thou canft prate, arme thy 
felfe and follow me, otherwife, whereeuer I meete thee, lie 
teach thee how to xnocke mee; So faying (after hee had caft 
downe Harpastes letter) he fodainly flung out of the doores. 
PHILAMIS greeued in foule to fee this alteration, pretended a 
reply, but it would not bee accepted: whereuppon taking his 
weapons and gathering vp the letter, he perufed it as he paf- 
fed on, where hee fawe Philamours miftaktng was the onely 
breach of their amitie: notwithstanding ftirred vp with his 
inciuilitie, and inftigated with contempt, hee folowed his cne- 
mie: hoping by counfaile to digeft his choller, or decide the dif- 
ference by combat. Thus parting both of them out of the Ci- 
tie, and walking along the bankes of Danubius, Philamis 
knowing with Menander that the enuious is enemy to him* 
felfe, in that his fpirit combats continually in contrary paffi- 
ons, hauing the greater iudgemeut, (hewed the more modera- 
tion, and taking Philamour by the fleeue, fought to perfwade 
him.* when hee altogether giuen ouer to his owne fury, more 
imaged than CeliuS the Senator of whome TuiXY maketh 
mention (who being angry with one of his feruants and bond 
men, who was alwayes rnoft obferuant and dutifull, ful of dif- 
daine faide vnto him: why doeft thou not contradict mee in 
fome thing, becaufe we may be enemies in all things S) drewe 
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his fword, not fuffering Philamis to fliape defence, & woun- 
ding him to the death, fled with all expedition, vnfeene & vn- 
perceiued, into the Cittie. Philamis in his fall declared bis 
frietidfhip, and in Head of wifhing him preiudice, faide, I par- 
don thee Philamour. See here Gentlemen the effects of fu- 
rie, which is neither tempered with defert, nor extenuate by 
aduife: Enen as (faith Aristotle) the fmoake offending the 
eyes, hindereth vs from feeing thofe things which are before 
our feet: fo anger affatting the mind and iudgement, blemi- 
fheth reafon. NAUCRATES a man of great wifdome, was wont 
to fay, that the cholorike men refembled lampes, which the 
more oyle they haue, the more they are inflamed : for as the 
more the one gathers Are, the more the other groweth furi- 
ous. It is therfore wifdome to temper this violent paffion of 
the mind, which in Caius Casar had fuch fuperiorite, that he 
was incenfed againfl a cittie, & in Cirus, that he waxed wroth 
with a riuer: leaft herein we fhew our felues bruter thS beafts 
who are by nature taught to temper their fury, when they 
haue aflakcd their hunger, following the lenitie of Antigo- 
nus, of whom Seneca maketh mention, who rather releeued 
than grieued his rebellious bondmen, pulling them out of the 
dint, not calling them in the duft. Oh how the very fury of A- 
LEXANDER was a blemifh to his fortune c and the feueritie of 
SciLLA a fcarre in his victories. But let me heere by way of di- 
greflion profecute this purpofe a little further (Gentlemen) 
for that now a dayes forbearance is accounted want of for- 
wardnes, and moderation, pufillanimitie : prefcribing by your 
patience three remedies, wherby the impatient may preuent, 
and the willing may be warned. The firft is not to be angry: 
the fecond, to reftraine the fame : the third, to aduife counfail, 
and heale the furious infirmities of anger m other men: We 
fhall not be angry if we confider all the errors of anger, and 
confidering them, rightly iudge of them. Anger is firft of all 
worfe than all vices, whete couetoufnefle gathereth, this de- 
ftroyeth: anger breedeth griefe in the father, diuorce to the 
hufband, hate to the magiftrate, repulfe to htm that reacheth 
at honour: It is worfe than luft, for that enioyeth his pecu- 
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liar pleafure, this reioyccth in mothers harme, it is worfe 
than malignitie and enuie, for they wifh a man vnhappy, 
thefe make him vnfortunate. In briefe, he hath no noble mind, 
neither is magnanimous indeede, who is broken with in- 
iurie. 

But to leaue this and profecute our purpofe, PHUAMIS 
being in this fort falne, lay long time amazed weltering in his 
bloud, and awaiting his death, when Clorius a fhepheard, 
who kept the grange of NiCROSiON, fcituate neare at hande, 
feeking out fome ftray lambes, at laft beheld this lamentable 
fpcftacle, when mooued by companion, he with a bloud ftone 
which he carried about him flopped y° iftue, applying fuch cd- 
fortable falues that there was fome hope of the Gentlemans 
fuccor: Philamis more deade with vnkindnes, than daunted 
with his wounds, feeking to fliun the confort of all men, bee- 
ing demaunded what he was, fhrowded his name, labouring 
by all means poffible to recouer fuch a courfe of life, as might 
be free from the furie of fortune, or the inconftancy of frends. 
Wherupon remaining in NlCROSlONS grange with old CLO- 
kius, till fuch time as his wounds were healed, hee wrought 
fuch priuye meanes by poftes that he had fome fupplies out 
of his owne Countrye charging his deereft frendes to con- 
ceale the courfe of his fafety, he fought out the mountaynes, 
where buying through the affiftance of Clorius a defolate 
and fweete feate on the top of a pleafant hill, comparted with 
a faire groue, hauing a fweet riuer murmering alongft it re- 
fembling Petrarchs feat neere Sorga, among the thickcft of 
the mountaines of Stiria : hee betooke himfelfe to his ftudie, 
earneftly intending naturall Magicke, wherein in fhort fpace 
he became fo fkiJfull, that he not onery grewe famous in Au- 
firia, but through all Bohemia, where I will leaue him for a 
while, hauing recourfe to PhilahoUr: who entring his cham- 
ber vnfufpeAcd, caufed a rumor to be fpread of Philamis fo- 
dain depart out of Paffan, feeming to take y" vnkindnes hea- 
uily, where in footh his foule groned actually to remember his 
vngratioufnes .- he changed' his youthful colors to ruthful dif- 
content, and in all triumphs called himfelfe the Knight of de- 
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fpaire, neuer may heart imagine what mone hee conceyued, if 
in priuate conference Philamis were named (in that hauing 
a fewe dayes after fearched for him to giue him fecret fepul- 
ture, he was fodainly carryed away) often when he was foli- 
tary, and had liberty to lament, he watering his wan cheekes 
with weeping moyfturc, began in this manner to exprefle his 



Woe is mee, whole anger is the beginning of my folly, & 
the fall of my fortune, who feeking my Philamis torture, 
haue tormented my felfe. Euen as the ruft confumeth the I- 
ron, the moth the cloth, the worme the woode : So enuie the 
worft of all vices, and rage the direft of all furies, hath refte 
me of my friend, hath robd me of my delights. Oh that with 
delight and my frend I might Ioofe my life, too final a plague 
for my ouer hafty peruerfenefle. Oh furie the furfet of For- 
tune, that robbedft Alexander of bis Clitus, Dionisius of 
his Plato, and mee of my Philamis. Oh beautie, thou deuou- 
rer of my delightes, and death the poffeflbr of my pleafure, I 
would I had fhunned the one, and flept with the other, or that 
my heart bloud might recouer his loft life: but why bewayle 
I his ntall loffe, and forget my liuing torment Thou loueft 
(PHILAMOUR) but art lothed, oh fruitleffe comfort for faithfull 
feruice : H arpastk is too faire to bee difpraifed, but thou too 
vnkind to be pittyed.- Philamis dyed by thy rage, and difdai- 
neft thou to die by hir rigour S The Martians Hue amongft 
ferpents in peace without flinging: the Phelli amongft vi- 
pers and not ftifled : oh fortunate they, who among the haters 
of nature find grace, where I among the glories of nature die 
for griefe. In this fort paffed Philamour his life, feeking 
all meanes to conquer the loue of Harpaste, who after many 
repulfes, at laft being wearyed with mites, enioyned him this 
penance, that vnleffe hee could bring the body of Philamis a- 
liue, and make Laite as bigge as Danuby for two dayes, 
hee fhoulde neuer enioy her fauour, or bee entertayrted in her 
thoughtes. Philamour enioyned to thefe impoffibilities, 
thought it neuer poifible to enioy her fauour, notwithstanding 
conquering his hard fortune with a comfortable mind, hoping 
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that inundations might effect the one of hir requefts, and for- 
tune prefent him with the other, hee fet forwardes: in quelt of 
which his purpofe let me leaue him, to laugh with you fairc la- 
dies, (or at leaft wife to lament the follyes of fome tine nllie 
follies among you, who are like the vipers in your (lings, and for 
all your venomes, you carry meanes to heale mens harmes) 
and recount vnto you the ftorie of F.URIMONE, who during the 
prefence of Fhilamis could pranke it, & in his abfence repen- 
ted hir: for whether it were femenine feare, or diflembled af- 
fection, or fome fuch folly or fancie, that haunteth that fweete 
kind of cattel, no fooner did flie heare of Philamis departure, 
but fTufpefting that hir coy anfwere had beene the occafion of 
his concealed depart) fhe fodainly filled the whole houfe with 
her fond complaints, renting hir haire, and beating hir breft, 
(hewing fuch apparant fignes of repent, that euery man pitti- 
ed hir penfiueneffe: in briefe, the vehemencie of her griefe was 
fo great, and hir imperfections fo many, hir body beeing 
weake, hir mind weaker, that fodainly fhe loft hir wits, conti- 
nually exclaiming on the name of Fhilamis, neither did the 
nobilitie of hir birth, nor the reprehenfions of hir friends, nor 
ought els caufe hir to forbeare, but hir onely thought was on 
FHILAMIS. In this raging madnes continued fhe for the fpace 
of a whole yeare, at which time, after much penury, and many 
miferies, fhee ended hir youthfull dayes, and being richly in- 
tombed, was honored with this Epitaph. 

The Epitaph of Eurimone. 

Y{eere ties ingraude in prime of tender age, 

Eurimone, too pearleffe in difdaine: 
Whofe proud contempt no reafon might affwage, 

till loue to quite all wronged touerspaine. 
Bereft leer wits when as her friend was gone, 
Wlto now lyes tombed in this marble ftont. 

Let Ladies harm her lewdnes to efcltew, 

and whiljl they lyue in freedom* of delight: 
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To take remorfe, and louers forrowes rew, 
For why contempt is anfwered with di/pigkt, 
Remembring JHU this fentenct /age and onld: 
Who will notyonge, they may not when they would. 

Contrariwife Harpaste with more moderation; kept 
Fhilamis in remembrance, gouerning hir affections with 
fuch a raigne, that though inwardly (he felt the wound, yet 
outwardly no one could perceiue the fear or (howe of fcath. 
Such gouernment had flie ouer hir fancies, as Curio had in 
entertaining' temporall fortunes, who being prefented by the 
Samnits with great fums of gould, laughed hartely, retur- 
ning this conftant anfwer. Go you embafTadors and tell the 
Samnttes that CURIO defireth rather to rule them that haue 
poffefiion of gould, then to haue gould : and that neither mo* 
ney mall corrupt me, nor dread of mine enemies confound 
me. So was Harpaste as Curio, moderate, but not with 
like meane: for as the one fancied not wealth, fo the other 
was fond of loue : yet in that Harpaste being a woman cou- 
loured fo well, (he may be compared with Curio for conftan- 
cie. 

But leauing thefe in Paffan, retume we to Philamour: 
many and eminent daungers palled he, being fubieft to the 
mercie of the feas, and furie of the wind: now vndcrtooke he 
trauell through vnknowne deferts, fearing leaft Philamis 
Ihould Hue there defolate, oft and many were his complaints 
exclaiming on HARPASTES crucltie, fo that fometime he In fe- 
cret would crie out, vnkinde, but durft not name Harpaste, 
fearing the windes, and being ielious of Eccho, leaft the one 
by their vertue, the other by hir voyce, ihould accufc him to 
his coye miftreffe. Strange were it to rip vp his difconten- 
ted pamons, for feare to mooue Ladies patience, who are ne- 
uer more fweeter then when they fmile, and when they are 
mooued none more mournefull, refembling the qualitie of 
Euphrates, which is neuer more comelie then when it is 
calme: nor no wayes fo terrible as when it is troubled, for as 
the one is toffed with the leaft winde: fo is the other tempted 
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by the leaft word. In fhort he arriued in Rauetma, making 
fuch inquifitiue fearch after bis friend, that the moft part who 
refolued on Philamis death, accufed him of foltie, and ente- 
ring his houfe, which was of no fmall accoumpt, he vfed the 
fame ceremonie which the Indian Princes haue in theyr 
pillars, who honour the bodycs and pictures of theyr dead 
parents, for finding the portrature of Philamis drawne, han- 
ging at his bed chamber, he fell downe before it, making fuch 
pittiful lamentation, as neither the teares of NlOBE nor Ml* 
chaoes moane, may compare with the balfe of his melan- 
cholic 

Now imbraced he the fhadowe like Pigmalions image, 
powring fuch ftore of teares ouer the fenceleffe image, that 
if anye goddes of companion had behelde him in that per- 
plexitie, affurcdly his moane would haue raooued a foddaine 
miracle, there was no place wherein Philamis was woont to 
difport wherein he fat not: and neuer parted he thence with- 
out fighihg. But feeing no fimilitude of hope, or apparance of 
good hap to be found in that cittie, he fpeedily departed, feek- 
ing Italic ouer, and inquiring in euery Acadamy if happi- 
lye hee might heare of his friend, or els happily encounter 
him. 
In fome countries happily he met with many fo named, who 
happy in theyr Chriflendome and name, were with fuch cere* 
monie intertained by him, as if he imagined by thofe friendly 
offices to inuite this abfent PHILAMIS to fauour him. But 
when in no Countrey, nor in no place, he could attayne anye 
certayne notice of his Philamis refidenee, hee returned into 
Aiijtria, refoluing with himfelfe to forfake the world, who- 
lye difcharge him of worldlye hopes, and arme himfelfe vnto 
the death. 

For which caufe without returning to Paffau, he trauai- 
led vp towardes the Mountaines, by the verye fame waye 
wherein hee had vnhappylye left the wounded body of bis 
Philamis: where conjecturing as neere as hee could, the 
place of the Combate, and loathing the crueltie of fortune, 
and lamenting the loffe of his friend: he vnbridled his fteede, 
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and tookc of the Saddle, hanging them vp in a Pine tree, 
and with pitteous teares crying out in this fort, he difcharged 
the dombc creature. 

Goe faithfull companion, and helpe of forlome Phila- 
mour, & feeke out thy pafture, thou haft Damby to quenche 
thy thirft, and thefe medowes to yeelde thee meate, liuc 
thou at libertie, though my lyfe bee loft, but of pittye kinde 
beaft ftraye farre from focietie, leaft thine vnhappie fight 
bee the caufe of my fpeedye fearch; And when the Beaft 
with nimble footing fled out of fight, hee thus followed his 
difcourfe. 

Happy art thou in flight, that maift not behold my fall : and 
now Fortune fpit thy venome, fpight at Vertue, execute the 
wyll of Harpaste, and crucific poore PHILAMOUR: oh thou 
bllnde wanton, all thy detriments are well deferued, ney- 
ther wyll X flye the ftripe, though I dye by the ftroake. And 
thou Infaciste Venus, beboulde I forfakc Societie, and 
fince thy followers are fo frowarde, I wyll contemplate 
on them in my difcontentes, and dye for them in thefe de- 
farts. 

By this time the fyluer Tapers of the night, ouer fpred 
the heauenly circumference, and Lucinan in hir Syluer 
Coatch, gan fmile on all the attendants of the night, when 
Philamour wearyed with toyie, and attainted with forrowe, 
entered a cloafe thycket, and in the mydft of his meditations 
fellafleepe. 

No fooner did the daye begirme to difcouer, but cer- 
tayne Robbers who were woonte to haunte thofe woodes, 
efpying Philamour brauelye appoynted, ganne foddainlye 
aflayle him. The young Gentleman defyring nothing but 
death, was glad of this occafion: and betaking himfelfe 
to hys weapons, he fought fo defperatdye that hee fiewe 
three of them, but beeing at laft ouercome with the number 
of aflailants, hee fainted and fell foddainly, hauing manye 
dangerous gafhes in moft parte of his bodye. The Ruffi- 
ans deeming the conqueft woon, and their aduerfarie dead, 
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fpoyled him of coate and lewels, leauing him no furniture, 
but taking with them each thing that could be found, they left 
Philamour weltring in his bloud, who lifting vp his heauie 
eyes, being fomewhat awaked from a long found, and feeing 
the place all to bee dewed in his bloud, tombled himfelfe as 
neere as poflibly he could imagine, in that his feete fayled 
him to the place where he left his wounded PHILAMis, when 
drawing as many teares from his eyes, as there uTued drops 
of bloud from his woundes, with feeble voyce he thus con- 
cluded his tragedie. 

You are pittifull, ye heauens faide he, who enuie me not 
to die: who in life time was continually indangered by dif- 
daine, now fliall I incounter him whom I flew with crueltie, 
and content hir who delighted in my daungers, but oh thou 
cruell, be thou now pacified, for my dayes are expyred : and 
gentle ghofte (if Philamis ghoft haunt this defert) let vs be 
at vnion and embrace: eccho at this word, feeing as though 
fhe could not content hir felfe without fpeaking, returned the 
laft word embrace, which gaue fuch heart to Philamour that 
fainting through loffe of bloud, he clofed his armes, as of 
yeelding confent, and waighted for death with willing con- 
ftancie: but fortune who after fhe hath tripped vp the heele, 
houldeth vp by the hand, and cart downe to the depth, lifteth 
vp to dignitie, altered his expectation, and preuented his 
death.- for Clorius the good fhepheard and guide of ould 
NlCROSIANS grange, who was continually accuftomed to o- 
uerpaffe thofe groundes, had by fortune that day good occa- 
fion to fearch the groue, in that he had loft a Kid: who fol- 
lowing his narrowe fearch, encountered this dying bodye, 
fprawling and weltring in his owne bloud: and being moo- 
ued with fatherly companion, he ftaunched the fame, and 
bound vp the woundes: bearing gafping Philamour on his 
backe to the grange which was neere at hand, where laying 
him in a warme bed and giuing him wholfome brothes, hee 
reftored him: in fuch fort (continually plying his woundes 
with the bahne and fweete medecines hee moft vfed) that 
PHILAMOUR recouered hope of life, and began oft times to 
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walke, but fo difconted euery way, as better had it beene for 
bim to haue perilhed, then to haue endured fuch perplexitie: 
often times did Cloreus enquire his name, but he would not 
confeue, he onely tould him this : that he was a Gentleman, 
who trauailing the countrie was affayled by theeues, and 
robbed of his fubftance, for the reft hee craued pardon, ter- 
ming himfelfe the Vnfottunate and Vnworthie, and hauing 
borrowed fome poore clothes of the ould man, he offered to 
leaue him, promifing within two monthes to make him that 
recompence, as both mould (how his nobilitie, and requite 
the others good nature. CLOREUS at fuch time as he tooke 
him vp, found a Iewell of great valew (being feauen Dia- 
monds fet in gould, after the manner of a heart) faft tyed vn- 
der his right arme, which for want of fearch fcaped the furie 
of the robbers, yet had they ftripped him into his fhirt, which 
Iewell (when he fawe Philamour would needes part from 
him) he freendly prefented him with: which being a guift be- 
ftowed on him in times part by Fhilamis, Philamour recei- 
ued with fuch ioy, as vpon Cloreus earned intreate he re- 
folued for that day to fpend the time with him (for that was 
the Iheapheards holydaye in that countrie) great was the 
glee among the paftorall troopes of Shepheards, and Clo- 
RIUS as an auncient, was a chiefs at the fcaft, thether came 
euery louer in his belt fheepes Ruflet, wearing flatlie greene 
laces on their ftrawne hattes, with a great Nofgaye before 
like the fether of a forehorfe : gartered they were vnder the 
knee, vpon theyr cloth ftocks, fome white, fome greene, fome ' 
partie couloured, with great Cruell garters of VaUntia, 
and happie was hee that could croflegd leaue moil lobberlie 
(louingly I mould fay) on his ftaffe, and caft a fheepes eye on 
his fweete heart, the young frie of the foulde, the prittie 
maides, fimpered it maruailouflie, and SlB would haue the 
bag pipe play naught but heigh ho, my heart is gone, for Hie 
was ftoong with a nettle or needle, or fome fuch weapon, 
about the waft with a wannion. It greeueth me to tyre you 
with the countrey layes, or trouble your eares with theyr 
clownifh loues, who hauing tailed of NtElar, are to nice to 
K fip 



y Google 



Euphues 

up with SiLOMUS: among the reft that folemnized this feaft, 
Philamour fat like a ftraunger, being fo difcontented in 
lookes, as the whole affiftance pittyed him, they fawe him fo 
penciue. Among the reft, a mountaine Goteherd called Ce- 
lio, a man of courtly capacitie, though a cluncfoote of the 
countrie, fat neereft our defolate Philamour: and feeing no 
meanes to make him mery, enquired of Cloreus what caufe 
he had of difcontent, how he came into thofe dcfarts, with all 
other circumftanoes, who knowing the ould mans imperfec- 
tions who was deaffe: refolued him in a lowde voice, which 
was the occaflon that Philamour blulhed, on whom Celio 
fixed his eyes with great feueritie, and at laft, after hee had 
made a learned conie&ure, he began (forefeeing where PHI- 
LAMOURS fhoo wrong him) to board him in this manner. 

Sir if a fwaine may be bould to difcourfe with a Signior, 
and an old man reafon with his young maifter, may it pleafe 
you to fuffer me to enquire your caufe of care, who in our 
publike mirth are fo pcnfiue and melancholic I baue read 
good fir of diuers, who fought their quiet in the citties, yet 
haue found it in the deferts: where although there be no ritch 
coates, yet may you meet reafonable good counfailers. I 
know fir you are learned, and your education hath beene 
courtly, fo that it cannot be but you haue read AKIOSTO (a dif- 
courfe fit for dainty eares) and there ihall you find, that Me- 
dor in the defarts found no fmall caufe of mirth. Betides 
Tassoes Eirminia finding no fafctie in court, was fuccoured 
* in a cot, Tully was quiet in his Tufculatto, but troubled in 
Roome, heare the peace, & heare the pleafure : if therfore we 
may merit fuch grace to know your grief, let an old ma hear 
it, who among al the trials of this world can conjecture fom- 
what of the tiranies of a woman. It was no need to bid Phi- 
lamour blufh, for he was foQdly bitten, & though he had vfcd . 
no fpeech, his griefs had been difcouered by his fighes, not- 
withftanding to couer his imperfections as much as he could 
he replyed in this maner (ftraning his voyce on high, that Ce~ 
lio might better heare him.) Father (Laid he) though the Ea- 
gles fether preuaile againft thunder, & the leaues of the Law- 
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rail preferue from lightning, though the Ofirick ikin driue 
out ache, yet there are fome woundes that admit no weak, 
tome difeafes that are defperate: among which fort fince mine 
is vnrecurable, I greeue to difcouer it, knowing this, that all 
the Eloborus of Antkira, ai the drugs of India, all the gold 
in Ganges, cannot purge one dram of my melancholy, pacific 
one fit of my feuor, nor buy me one ownce of content 1 what 
then profiteth it you to heare that which you cannot helpc ? or 
me to tell y* which makes me tremble to thinke it Celio that 
had already winded him, in this maner ceafed not to worke on 
him. When Venus (good fir) was wounded with Cupids 
veaome, fhe found a recipe in his quiuer: there is no fore but 
may be falued, no dead fiefh which Sublimation fercheth not, 
no body poifned in Sydmis, but may be cured by Philips po- 
tion: yea the heauens are fo fauourable in all casualties, that 
the Coural comforteth againft Epilefia, & Alexanders vifi6 
betokeneth the care that God bath ouer euery creature, who 
in his victorie againft the Brachmani, finding no remedie to 
to cure his foldiers, who were wounded by the Indian poifned 
weapons: nor to cure PTOLOMEUS his deere page, whilft full 
of care he tooke reft in his pauilion, he beheld this ftrange vi- 
fion. Him thought he faw a great Dragon houering ouer his 
head, which caryed a hearbe in his throate, which taught him 
the vertue of the fame hearbe, & the place likewife where it 
grew, and he awaking, went and found the herbe, faued Pto- 
lomey, and relented his fouldiers: the examples are innume- 
rable in this caufe: but vouchfafe me the hearing of a hutory, 
which though it bee fhort wil yeeld you fome folace. There 
dwelled heere in thefe deferts, more neerly bounding yonder 
mountains, a yong Ihepheard called Calimander, who fel in- 
amoured with a yong nimph of this countrie named RUTHE- 
nia, many countrey curtesies vfed he towards hir, mowing 
fuch fignes of obferuance & duty, as had coy Amariixis bin 
fo courted, (he had long fince bin cottra&ed with Coridon, but 
the vain maid, being more faire then fortunat: & more precife 
then witty, conceiuing pleafure in CALIMANDERS fufierance, 
like y" peacock, gafing onely on her faire plumes, not her foule 
feete: fuppofing what fhee was, not what fhe might be: at 
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fuch time as with great deuotion the Sheapheard fought her 
fauour, fhe to trye his conftancie, or els to deferre him from 
further fancie, enioyned him this impofTible matter, to endure 
a feauen yeares penance in the woods of Saracon, without 
tailing anye fuftenance but rootes, to fwim ouer Laite fea- 
uen dayes eueiy one of thefe winters in thefe feauen yeares; 
and laftly to change all hir younge Lambes to luftie Heigh- 
fors. C alimander (coniefturing hir cruelty by thefe impoffi- 
bilities) defifted not to accomplish hir defires, enduring all 
this feauen yeares penance with fuch peremptorie refoluti- 
on, that all the whole countrey Swaines pittyed him, and 
exclaimed on Ruthenias crueltie, but as time maketh the 
ftiffe Oke wante pith: the proude fteede a poore lade, the 
luftie yoong man a three footed ould man, fo after long inde- 
uour, and more daunger, Calimander was fortunate in per- 
fecuting the two lead of hir commaunds, but difpaired on 
the laft: wherevpon comming with forrie fheapheards about 
the mountaines, and hearing of one Climachus a cunning 
man, who hath forfaken the worlde to follow his Muddies, hee 
imparted his caufe of trouble to this fcholer, and reported the 
whole circumftance of Ruthenias tyranny: who being natu- 
rally borne to vertue, and in that he was vertuous; was incli- 
ned to pitty: fought ouer his bookes to worke the fhepheards 
benefite, and as fcience would and his (kill farted out, on the 
next day when Ruthenia (hould driue foorth hir lambes, ihe 
found Heyfers. Calimander allured by Climachus, and 
confirmed by the affurance of his friends, gaue thankes to the 
fcholler, approoued his vowes to be accomplifhed, and Ru- 
thenia had hir will, and thefe warres ended in a wedding, and 
as the poet feyth fo fay I fir: 

And fuch fucuffe wilfolow happie hope. 
By that time the table was taken vp, the tale was doone, 
when PHILAMIS impatient of delay (after he had giuen a fol- 
lemne thankes for his intertaine) defired to talke a parte with 
oulde Celio, where difcoueryng euery forrow of his fe- 
cret, he befought him in waye of friendfliippe, to certy- 
fye him of Climachus abode: (this Climachus was his 
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frendly PHILAMIS, who (as you hane heard) forfaldng y° world, 
had taken himfelfe to this Cell, where conuerfing with fhep- 
heards and gote-heards for recreation lake, and applying his 
ftudie for to attaine knowledge, hee became fo excellent, that 
he feemed rather framed to learning, than to loue: to match- 
lefle knowledge, than to imitation.) Celio, as courteous as 
wife, quickly fatiffied his requeft, not onely offering himfelfe 
as companion, but as guyde in his iountey, whereon Phila- 
MOUR gathered heart, parting from the company with fuch 
a pleafant looke, that each man efteemed Celio a good fur- 
geon, who could heale his patient of fuch a paflion fo fodain- 
ly. Clorius was iocund to fee him reioyce : in briefe, euery one 
departed from the feaft to their foulds, whileft Philamour 
and Celio followed their way. 

At laft the mountaines which difcouered themfelues a far 
off, prefented themfelues more neare. Laite was heard how 
along hir pleafant banks fhee prettily murmured, and nowe 
beheld Celio the folitary cloyfture of Climachus, who being 
by age more meet to take reft than to indure toyle, was glad 
to behold the end of his race, and the end of both their trauels : 
oftentimes by the way difcourfed they of diuers accedentes, 
and deluded the time with words, leaft they mould haue beene 
tyred with theyr walks. Celio drawing neare his owne cot- 
tage, commended Philamour to good fortune, pointing to 
the toppe of the hill, and fpeaking to Philamour after this 
manner. 

You know my Courtly friend (faid he) that in the Olim- 
pian games the wraftlers fuffered fweat before they tailed 
the fweet: and ALEXANDER feeking out the Temple of Jupi- 
ter was inforced to trauaile through deferts, ere he attained 
his defires: fo then though haft endured payne, hope the 
pleafure, and haft thee to the toppe of yond mountaine, where 
thou fhalt mcete with Climachus, and attaine thy content: 
for my felfe, were not my lims weake, I would wend with 
thee. But fincc I knowe the onely name of Celio is able to 
coniure the fcholler, vfe it, commend me, feeke him out, be af- 
fured of fucceffe, and fo farewel. Whereupon after a courte- 
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ous conge he entered his cottage. 

Philamour that (aw but Hopes picture, not her perfon, 
deferred no time, but tooke a thankfull leaue, and about the 
fhutting in of the Euening attayned the toppe of the moun- 
tayne. Now heard hce the falling ftreames of Laite which in 
theyr rulhing made him remember Harpastes rigour: nowe 
behelde he the folitary Cell, and with admiration cry cd out : 
Ah place of content, the very Court of my Paradife, where 
lyueth my ioy, and the fage of fcience, Euery way as he caft 
his eyes, he beheld fayre meades, fweete (hades, and liuing 
fountaines: fo that him feemed that Paffan was a prifon to 
this folitary place. At laft he beheld entering through a thick 
groue a man of trymme proportion, attyred in homely ruflet: 
his hayre was fcattered ouer his moulders, & beard vnkempt 
or vncut, after the maner of that retchles Philofopher, whom 
Seneca defcribeth in his boolce De vita biota, who no fooner 
efpyed Philamour, but chaunged his purpofe, and fodainly 
encountred him. But he that had behelde this meeting, might 
fhew matchlefle admiration: For as Cleopatra in htr waine 
flood amazed to fee her Anthony weeping: and Artheme- 
SUS feeing MAUSOLUS facke did furfet in forrowe. So fared 
it with thefe two couple, but with the one more forcibly: for 
Philamis knewe Philamour, but he knewe not Philamis. 
After long admiration, a fecrete opinion entered the heart of 
Philamour, him thought this folitary man fhoulde bee no 
ftraunger, and in looking on the Hermit, he was fo diftraught 
with paffion, that he had no liberty to fpeabe. But Philamis 
more flayed, in whom Philofophie had wrought an equabilitie 
of mind, forgetting all iniuries, began to greeue for compa- 
ny, and breaking off the meditation that detained PHILAMOUR 
he began thus. 

Sir what feeke you? if fuccour for your griefe, drye vp 
your teares: I knowe what you are PHILAMOUR, a Gentle- 
man of Paffan, you loue Harpaste, fhe is too cruell, I know 
your penance, and weigh each poflibility; you come from Ce- 
LIO, and you feeke my helpe, is not all this true Gentleman S 
PHILAMONR Handing like a ftatue of ftone, as if lately tranf- 
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formed with MEDUSA, began to admire, and carting him at 
the feete of Climachus his approoued Philamis, he unbra- 
ced his knees, weeping fuch ftore of teares, as was pittifull 
to behold: Now came into bis minde the vnkind crueltie to- 
wards his friend, and the thought therof was fo forcible, that 
neuer looked HECUBA more ruthfull in the loffe of her Poli- 
DOCE, than Philamour did in thinkingon his Philamis. The 
wife Raumnois knowing both the caufe of his griefe, and 
his hearty repentaunce, as hailing forefeene them long be- 
fore in his pryuate intellectuall fcience, comforted him in this 
fort 

Arii'e Philamour, there was neuer fo great an offence a- 
mong friends but will haue a pardon: thy PHILAMIS lyueth, 
and hath forgiuen thee: vertue in him hath ouercome all thy 
difgraces, neyther canft thou bee fo vnklnde as hee is wylling 
to pardon. The infirmities of youth (yoong Gentleman) 
are many, and hatred once fprung, is more great amongft 
friends than forrayners. Come enter my hermitage and re- 
pofe you : you fhall haue time to weepe leffe fhortly, when you 
haue attayned your wifh. 

Philamour, as if before the Oracle of Delpkos, or hauyng 
receyued a curtefie from SlBILLA of Cuma, with humble reue- 
rence returned this anfwere. 

Good fir, and reuerend Scholier, could I exprefle what I 
imagine, or define my ioy, as I deuine your iudgement, I 
would in good wordes witneue my great thankes. Sooth it 
is, I am miferable Philamour, the abieft of fortune, the ob- 
ject of Harpastes crueltie: Tis I (O my foule thou knowft 
I forrow it) that haue inhired my friend, wounded my friend, 
and loft my friend : whome might I fee, to breath out my re- 
pentance in his bofome, to figh at mine owne fliame, to nude 
that with my heart bloud, which I haue defaulted in by my 
hairebrayne heedleuenes, I were fatifficd in foule, and hee 
mould fee I was forrowfull. 

Philamis not able to indure any longer, to fee the yoong 
Gentleman fo penfiue and paflionate, cutte off his continued 
difcourfe with this fhort anfwere. 
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PHILAMOUR greeue no more, euen for Philamis Take art 
thou welcome: I imbrace thee as if I were himfelfe, and wil 
loue no lcffe than PHILAMIS. Caft off therefore this difcon- 
ted heauines, and frolike it in this folitary feat: for if thou ca- 
ne beleefe, which is a helpe at maw, as the Phifition fayth to 
fuch as wil be cured: affure thy felfe the day is thine, and the 
daunger is pad. Hereupon taking Philamour by the hand, 
this difguifed Climachus brought him into his folitary Cel, 
where from a faire windowe he fhewed him all the vallyes, & 
fmilingly beholding Laite, faid thus : Heere is fome of your 
pennance fir, Laite muft be beholding to you for an ouerflow: 
I beleeue Harpaste knew fhe fhould driue you hither, (he in- 
ioyned you fo happily. Philamour fighed to heare her na- 
med, but fee a wonder, Philamis altered this forrow: for ta- 
king a booke in hand, and turning towards the Eaft, there fo- 
dainly fel a thunder-dappe, the heauens were difturbed, and 
the waters came down with fuch vehemencie from the moun- 
taines, that Laite fodainly of a little Rtuer, began to exceed 
Danuby. Heere might you fee the poore fhepheards, leading 
theyr flocks to the higher places, and the Kids that fled in the 
plaines were driuen into the mountaines: many ftreetes in 
Paffan were troubled with this inundation, and Harpaste 
hearing of thefe waters, with blufhing modefty diuined in hir 
heart, that fhe muft fhortly haue a hufband. 

All this while Philamour lay looking of the window, wee- 
ping for ioy, and oftentimes imbraced he the barre of the win- 
dow, as if it had beene the dead body of his Harpaste : till fo- 
dainly Philahis tailing made him furfct at another wonder: 
for enioyning him by no meanes to mooue at whatfoeuer hee 
fawe, he caufed him to fit downe by him, when fodainly there 
entered two in rich attire, refembling Harpaste and Phila- 
mis, the one proffering him kindneffe, the other courting him 
with amiable lookes: good Lord howe faine would PHILA- 
MOUR haue moued? But feare with-held him, and care of his 
friends content, yet kneeled hee to Philamis, crying out in 
great agony: Ah deare friend, I haue offended. But to draw 
him from this paftion, Philamis practifed an other fecret: for 
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dainly they vaniihed, when as hee fawe in a mirrour which 
flood oppofite againft him the whole courfe of his trauels, his 
daungers, Clorius comfort, and Celios friendly trauel with 
him: whereon while hee meditated, him thought the Tables 
were fpread with great delicates, the muficke and melodie 
reuiued his fpirites, the Eunuches ferued him in bowles of 
Saphir, and his entertainment was fo fumptuous, that al- 
though hee bad a good ftomacke to his meate, yet fedde hee 
onely on admyration, tyll Philahis cheared him after this 
manner. 

Behold (faid he) Gentleman, the one halfe of your danger 
part, Laite is increased, your PHILAHIS is liuing, Harpaste 
will be kinde, now fall to feed and welcome; affure your felfe 
that hee who found out your friend, will bring him you, eate 
therefore and reioyce, yoong men muft not fail which are to- 
wards marriage. 

Philamour inuited thus kindly, fell to his victuals wel fa- 
uoredly, and both of them tooke the repaft more pleafantly, in 
that the one beheld, and the other hoped to fee his friend. At 
laft the tables were taken vp, the attendants vaniihed, and the 
night beeing farre fpent, Climachus conueyed his Phila- 
mour into a fumptuous chamber, where he was entertained 
with fuch delicates, muficke, and delightes, as the lyke was 
neuer imagined by Cleopatra for her Anthony. In briefe, 
after long difcourfe, and Philamours many vowes, bis fecret 
fighes, his repentant hearts griefe, his humble fuite to fee 
Philamis, his prayers to enioy Harpaste, the graue fcholler 
left him fully refolued, promifing him the next day lo to fur- 
ther his defires, that he fhould not onely enioy her whom hee 
fought, but fee him whome hee wifhed for: and thus with a 
friendly Adios he left him to his reft. 

No fooner did the fayre morrow with blufhing beautie in- 
cite the fun to enter his chariot, & golden Phcebus with ra- 
diant beauties guilded the mountaine toppes with his fiery 
beames, but Philamis arofe: & now gan the fparke of affec- 
tion long fmothered in cinders to difcouer it felf, the coles be- 
came quicke fire, & Philamis forgetting all former defaults, 
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began to reuiue the image of his PHILAHOUR, which abfence 
and vnkindnes had defaced in his heart: fo that hee refolued 
fodainly to feeke his difcouery. For as many ceafclefle mow- 
ers, and infinite liuing fprings, as the force of many mediter- 
ranean fountains, and the furie of raging riuera, alter not the 
faltnes of the fea: So neyther deftruction of bodyes, altera- 
tion of place, or any cafualtie of vnkindnes, can chaunge hys 
affections in whom perfect: amitie is placed; whereupon at- 
tyring himfelfe after his courtly manner, trimming his locks 
and beard after their accuftomed beauty, he prouided al things 
neceffary for the iourney, caufmg a feruant to prefent Phila- 
MOUR with rich raiments, and all other nccefiaries, who new- 
ly awaked, wondered very much at this ftraungers curtcfie, 
and the rather in that whatfoeuer was fent him, the meffen- 
ger was wont to fay that Philamis prefented it At laft when 
Philamis had ordered all things by his Art, and prouided hor- 
fes for their ioumey, he fodainly entered the chamber of Phi- 
lamour : who beholding the olde countenance, and auncient 
courtly habite of his friend, was rammed with ioy, and falling 
downe before the feete of Philamis, he thus expoftulated. 

Ah deare friend Philamis, what ayre hath diuided our bo- 
diesS or country hath detained my friend? whom I haue in- 
iurioufly wronged, and cannot but vnworthily fpeake vnto. 
Ah gentle heart, thou mirrour of Vertue, my foules peace, my 
minds content, my courteous PHILAMIS: beholde my teares 
the teftimonies of my forrowes, and accept my vowes die to- 
kens of my true deuotion, who repent my raflinefie, and if I 
may merit reconcilement, pronrife fuch affe&ionate loue, as 
neyther time, nor the tyranny of fortune, neyther many daun- 
gers, nor mortall detriment fhall euer alter. 

Philamis not able to indure further delayes, cailing his 
armes about the necke of his PHILAHOUR, began thus. 

My deare friend, though VENUS had a moule, it was no 
mayme: and Alexander a fcarre, it was no fcath: ClCEROES 
wen was no difgrace: and PHILIPS crooked lymme lamed not 
his fortune. The Rofe is not to be contemned for one canker : 
the Cambricke, for one ilaine; the fworde for one flawc: the 

filke 



y Google 



his Shadowe. 

filke for one fret: neither all friends to be foriaken for one fal- 
ling out Alpkttts being freih, cannot alter the fweet water 
of Aretkufa: neither is Mithridates poyfoned with one po- 
tion.- we efteeme our cloth by the wearing, afwel as the wool: 
our wines by the taft, as wel as the colour: & our friends as 
well in theyr faults, as in theyr fauours. The Dikes that haue 
(aireft gloffe, fooneft loofe theyr glory: and belt mindes are 
fooneft mooued: Though the Taylers goofe burnetii the fin- 
ger, it fmootheth the hemme; though the Diers ftaffe wea- 
ken his arme, it wafheth the cloth: though vnkindnes fall a- 
tnoog friends, yet kindleth it affection. Wherefore content 
thee my Philamour, the wrong is remitted: behold nowe no 
more difguifed Climachus, but thy deare Philamis: beholde 
the wound I receyued, and affure thee the wrong is forgiuen ; 
being left by tbee, Clorius releeued me, who faued thy life, m- 
ftained mee in neceffities, fince when I haue heere lyued in 
ftudie in this folitary place, referued to do thee good, who haft 
k>ng be galled with griefe: Come therefore and hafte thee, 
our horfes are in rcadineffe, and I will ryde with thee, affu- 
ring my Philamour, that eare night Harpaste will (hewe 
fome curtefie 

It is vnfpeakeable to declare the many courtings, the of- 
ten courtings, the Iriode pleas, the courteous replies, which 
raft betwixt Philamis and Philamour. But to be fhort, they 
broke theyr fall and mounted on theyr horfes, beguyling the 
weary ioumey with kinde wordes. No fooner were they en- 
tred the Cittie, which was about noone ftead, but the rumor 
was fodainly fpread of theyr arryuall : each one reioyced to 
behold Philamis, who hering of the death of Eurimone, frai- 
Ungly fayd thus. Quoits vita, finis ita. 

Amongft the reft NlCROSION beeing a Gentleman of no- 
ble nature, hearing of this good happe, the vnyon of friends, 
aad theyr happye retourne, as one alwayes delighted to 
entertayne ftraungers, inuyted Philamis and his friend to 
Supper, making a royatl banquet to mante rich Cittizens, to 
the ende to receyue them with more honour. Amongft the 
reft, I doubt not but you thynke this (Ladyes) that Harpaste 
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had heartes reft; who hearing of the arryuall of hym 
whom (he loued, hoped that Philahour fhoutd haue a riuall 
in his loue: but when (he thought on the ouerflowe of LaiU, 
alas fhe faid, hath not Philamour deferued my loue, hee is of 
noble byrth, of liberall nature, a Gentleman well poifefled, 
and my profeffed feruant 

Thus as the Diamond which endureth not the fire, but is 
mollyfyed in vinegar, like the balme which repineth the knife 
but is cut with the bone, her affections began to yeeld: and 
after fome deliberation refolued on his loue. In many louely 
contemplations paired (he the time till fupper drew on, when 
fodainly Philamis & Philamour as inuited gueftes entered 
the houfe of Nicrosion, who with great humanity and frend- 
Iy curtefle entertained them both: neyther was there any ci- 
tizen who feemed not highly contented to beholde the fafetic 
of this friendly couple. Amongft the reft fayre Harpaste, 
with blufhing modeftie demeaned her felfe fo courteoufly, 
as both caufed Philamis to reioyce, and Philahour to hope : 
who affifted by the aduife of Philamis, whileft the Supper 
was making ready, tooke Harpaste apart, and with a tremb- 
ling tongue and troubled countenance courted her after this 



Madame, if faithful! thraldome deferue fauourable accep- 
tance, and harde aduentures happy auailes: I doubt not but 
your heart will bee accompanied with fauour, as mine hath 
beene occupied in forwardness and fince I haue effected your 
demaunds, you will not neglect my loue. Behold my vowes 
performed, and your requefts accompliihed : See Laite with 
raging waters raunging through the vallyes, feeming rather 
a huge Sea, than a little Riuer: beholde my PHILAMIS aliuc, 
whom you fuppofed dead, whom I prefent as a prefent to in- 
treate you to take pittie. 

Herewith Philamis, who (till had an eye that way, drewe 
neare vnto them, and willing to make vp the contract, brake 
off PHILAMOURS difcourfe, & began thus. Thefe were ftrange 
vowes Harpaste, which mew your ftri&nes to reuiue y" dead, 
& commaund the waters, which (hew you are a right woman 
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in your will, who can ftep ouer, where you will not (tumble, 
and commaund impoflibilitie when you will not be plyant: 
but Philamours vertue hath preuented your follie, and in 
reafon, fince you haue caufed him to make LaiU rife, you 
mult now content him with a kindc fall A cypher by it felfe is 
nothing, but ioyned to one raaketh ten : there mult be a bond 
where there hath beene a breache, and kindnes owed where 
crueltie hath beene fhowed: reward e therefore your true 
feruant good Ladie for my lake, who hath endured fo much 
in purfoite of your demaundes, that it would pittye you to 
feare, and it perplexeth mee to reporte. H arpaste mooued 
with thefe reafons: like the Marbell tamed with manye 
ftroakes: the gould tryed with whote fire, the fteele formed 
by many heats, at laft relented: and behoulding PHILAMOUR 
with a kinde looke, and taking Philamis by the hande, retur- 
ned them both this fhort and fweet aunfwer. 

Things attained with long labour (Gentlemen) at the laft 
breede moll delight, and when the tryall is pall, the truthe is 
more accepted: fince therefore Philamour hath endured, I 
will rewarde his dutie: and for your fake Philamis vouch- 
safe him fuch kmdnefTe, as my honour regarded, and my fa- 
thers confent procured, I reft his in all loue, and yours to 
commaund, who haue trauailed for him as his friend, and 
fhall ere long fee him the Lorde of my fauours. Philamis 
was not a little iocund to fee this end: nor Philamour fol- 
emne to heare this fentence: to be fliort, after the feafl was 
finiflied, and the guefts readye to rife, by the confent of both 
parties, Philamis brake the matter to Nicrosion: who 
knowing PHILAMOURS birth, bringing vp, and great riches, 
heartily condifcended: Wherevpon in the aflemblye of the 
Nobles they were both bethrothed, and happily in fhort fpace 
inarryed: at which folemnitie Celio was a bidden gueft, and 
CLORIUS was highly entertained, and for his many curtefies 
made Lord of the grange, vpon the friendly requeft of Phila- 
mis. Long time in great ioy liued thefe loners, entertayning 
PHILAMIS in barty affection, who wholy delighted in his foli- 
tarie life, and contemning the vanities of the world, hautng 
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regard to the well ending of his lyfe, and the intending of his 
ftudy, with harty affection tooke his leaue of his PHILAMOUR: 
the one defired the other to continue companie: yet PHILA- 
MOUR rauft not leaue his newe wife, neither will PHILAMIS 
be drawne from contemplation: in briefe, after many promi- 
fes of continual! intercourse by letters, they tooke their 
friendly. farewell: onlie Philamis in that he knew his friend 
was too much befotted with the worlde, and might forget 
himielfe fooneft through fecuritie, to reftraine the diftempe- 
rate enormities of his life, he left him in his ftudye this 
graue admonition, which he termed The deafe 
mans dialogue, which I haue heere wi- 
der inferted, and leaue vnto 
your cenfure. 

Philamis and his Athanatos, con- 

taining, the Deafe mans Dialogue. 
Philamis. 
Od morrow father, & wel met Celio. Sir 
if you like the Kid lay downe the price, it 
is fat and tidie, hauing tailed the fwcct 
waters of Damtfy, & the wholfome her- 
bage of Auftria. Phi. Why I falute thee 
~Z\ Celio, but cheapen not thy kid? Ce. Oh fir 




that which I wil take at your hSds fhalbe but half the worth, 
halfe a Bohemian crowne or no money. PHI. I beleeue he do- 
teth, I will fpeake lowder: Ho Celio I come not to cheapen 
thy Kids, but to haue thy company, for eld hauing many e- 
uels hath much experience, hearft thou me, or art thou deaffe ? 
Celio. I heare you and yet am deaffe : deaffe if you talke as 
you did firft, quick of hearing if you fpeake hie, as you did laft, 
pardon me good Philamis in ray imperfection, it is not of 
will that I offend, but by reafon of infirmitie : if therefore thou 
wilt keepe thy laft key in fpeaking out, fit thou neere me and 
pertake my made, and preferre what queftion thou lift, and I 
will aunfwer thee. Phi. I would I had Stentors voyce for 
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thee Celio, truly I fliould then need no ftrayning, but fo as I 
I may; and fo long as you lift, I wyll crye out my words be- 
fore I loofe this company. Cet.io. I but there is a meane 
in all things Mairter, a difference betwixt flaring and ftarke 
mad: fpeake therefore fo as you may not hurt your felfe, and 
I may heare you what newest PHILAM1S. Hears is avaine 
world CELIO. Celio. Thou telleft me no newes PHILAHI6, 
neyther may we mend it till God end it, I afke no tydings of 
it but of thee: howe thou fpendeft the daye heere in thefe 
mountaynest what are thy (ruddiest what thy methodeS 
Piiilamis. I ftuddy the Mathematiques. CELIO Thy ftud- 
die is then fuperficiall, In aliens adificat Mathematica, it 
borroweth his principles from an other; by meanes whereof 
it attaineth to matters of higher perfection, if by it felfe it 
comprehended truth, & endeuoured to attaine the fame, if by 
it felfe it could decide and mariifeft the nature of the whole 
world, it would profit our mindes, & help our memories: but 
in that It doth not fo, doate not on it fo. PHI. I wonder CELIO 
you difpraife that fo generaly, which is fo perfect in his parts. 
I haue red ARISTOTLE, who in his Elenchs faith, that they who 
are vnredy in number, are vncapable of the fecrets of nature: 
befide AUGUSTINE a catholique doctor concludeth this. Nemo 
(faith he) ad diuinarum humanarumqut rerum cognitionem 
accedat, niji pritts artem numerandi difcat. If therefore A- 
rithmatique being but the entrance to the Mathematiques be 
fo beneficiall, what fhall we thinke of the reft, but as of things 
exceeding fingular. CE. I condemne them not as vnneceffa- 
ry, but would teach and traine thee in ftudies more necefTary: 
numeration teacheth thee howe to count thy fheepe, but not 
how to amend thy finnes. Arithmatique fchooletb thee to ap- 
ply thy fingers to auarice, but I would haue thee inftructed 
now to draw thy mind from couetoufnes : the candle is a faire 
light till thou behouldett the fun, and thefe trifling (tumbling 
blocks of wit are fweete, till thou perfectly fee wifdom. Phi. 
What thinke you of Geometry. CE. Geometry lerneth thee 
how to mefure thy fields, but not maifler thy fancies: what 
profiteth thee to know an aker of land, & not the anchor of life ? 
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It teacheth thee how to obfcmc the butting of thy lands: but 
how much better were it for thee to learne howe thou migh- 
teft willing loofe them? It inftru&eth thee to knowe the 
round from the fquare, the diftances of the Planets: but 
broughteft thou thy minde in proportion were it not better/* 
Alexander of Mactd&n began to learne this Science to 
his forow: for finding by dimension how little the world was, 
and how fmall a part he pofieued, he found himfelfe great in 
too little. I tell thee Philamis, had Philips forme fought 
out true fcience, as he ftuddied this filly fecret, he had feemed 
greater to himfelfe in contemning the world, then in conque- 
ring it Phi. What thinke you of Mufick. Celio. It is the 
darling of loft time; it teacheth thee to know fliarpe and flat, 
high and lowe, Diapente and Diapafon: but could it teach 
thee confonance of the minde, and conllancie in counfailes, 
this were better Mufick, this inftructeth thee in ynitie, but 
maketh thee not as one I haue reade that Zenophantus 
Harpe could mooue affe£Uons, but neuer maifter them: thefe 
are trifles that aike much toyle and yeelde little treafure. 
PHI. What thinke you of Aftrologie? Celio. The kaye of 
prefumption is Aftrologie, where men afcribe to the opofiti- 
on of Planets the caufe of alterations, which are onely to be 
applyed to Gods prouidence, who is he that dare clahne the 
knowledge of things to come, vnlefTe he haue the feale of a 
Prophet? thefe are vaine things young Philamis, and lets in 
our way, which hinder vs from the attainment of true blef- 
fednefle. Beware therfore, and bind not thy felfe to the things 
thou knoweft not: but learne thou to feeke out fuch things as 
thou fhouldft know. Phi. And what are they S Celio. Not 
trifling Philofophie, but true: learne to know thy felfe how 
weake thou art: learne to know thy life how wretched : learne 
to know thy death how certaine: thou ihalt then finde, that al 
things in this earth are the fmites of error: that heauen is 
the hauen of fclicitie, death the harbour of worldlye miferye. 
PHI. And what is death S Celio. The law of nature, the tri- 
bute of the flefli, the remedy of euils, the path eyther to hea- 
uenly felicity or eternall miferie. Phi. Howe is the fruite 
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thereof knowne. Cblio. By the infirmities of life. Phi. Why 
is it poffible that Iyfe mould be infirme, which may attaine 
the title of bleffednes? or may it be thought there is heauines 
therein, wherein men haue liued fo happily S had not C*S ar 
liued where had his fame been, which in the epicures opinion 
being fpet in delight, cotaineth true felicity. Ce. He had need 
be an epicure that fo fpeaketh, y 1 only councelleth himfelfe by 
his fence not by fcience : he hath a flefhly vnderftanding, which 
as Paul faith is the enemie of the fpirit I will tell thee what 
life is, and thereby fhowe thee the commodities of death; lyfe 
is a pilgrimage Philamis, a fhadow of ioy, a glafle of infyr- 
mitie, the pathway to death, wherein whilft we trauaile, the 
moft of vs loofe tyme, but preuent it not, and as ftraungers 
from our infancie, by many pathes we trauell to one end, by 
many functions to one fate, yet is there no eftate fo certaine 
in lyfe, no flay fo fteddy, that complayneth not his wantes ere 
he come vnto his waine, begin in degrees, what thinkeft thou 
of princes liues ? PHI. I deeme the hapy, fo they be vertuous. 
Celio. Thine exception then fheweth they may default, and 
in that they may want, fee thou that there is no worldly fetici- 
de, true felicity. Saye princes grow great, they feare the vn- 
gratious, if vertuous, they are odious to the wicked: if tem- 
perate, they efcape not contempt: fay zealous, they are held 
feuere: if they winke at faults they are thought retchlefle: in 
breefe, if they borrowe theyr happines from life, which lyes 
in the eflimate of worldly eye, they are onely wretched in be- 
ing happy in worldly Judgement DIONISIUS a tyrant let him 
fpeake, there is no princely happynes fayth hee, but in death. 
Phl What deemeft thou of nobilitie S Ce. As of the fmowes 
of the body, they are the linkes of the ftate, yet haue they flat- 
terers to feduce them, ambition to depriue them, deftres to 
corrupt them, in breefe they do dayly but begin to liue, in that 
they feare to dye PHL What of Lawyers c Celio. They are 
miferable, for they get with care, they thriue by contention, 
they are all in the quantity not in qualitie, you know the pre- 
dicaments Philamis, I may not preach further, they are 
good members of a weake bodye, who if they fpend as much 
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ftuddie in learning God as they do in the Hues of the kings; 
thou would amend tome qualities, and leaue fome qulditiefc 
Philamis. What of Merchants. Celio. They are ftudious 
to loofe theyr wealth, and weepe when they haue loft it, care- 
full to get good, but ready to forget God. It is eafier for a 
Camell to paffe through a needles eye, then for a ritche nun 
to enter the kingdomc of God: if this be true as it is moft 
true, what is theyr life? miferie: what is theyr felicitie? mife- 
rie: what is their end? miferie. Is it not ftrange that thefe men 
ihould be miferable liucrs, yet hate miferie, all is vanity faith 
the wifeman, and Solons words are true, Ante obi/tun ne- 
mo falix. Phi. Haue they not charitte? Celio. Yes charity 
painted in theyr walles, not in theyr hearts, Quilibtt qutfpe, 
euery Dog his loafe, though we may be liberall at his fune- 
rals. Phi I fee you then make no life but ful of languishing, 
as there is no night without darkenes: what deeme you of 
Poets? CELIO. To run on the letter, they are pennileue, ftudi- 
ous to make all men learned, and themfelues beggars i and 
whilft they lament al mens want of fcience, they are fupplan- 
ted by all men in fubftance : they wrigh t good tales, and reape 
much taunts, and are anfwered with, oh it is a proper man: 
but neuer a rag of money. PHILAMIS. And why is that. Is it 
not for theyr corrupt life S Celio. Seeft thou that pad in the 
ftraw, truly Philamis thou fayft well: fome are excellent, of 
good capacitie, of great learning, whole pafterall pleafanee, 
includeth much wit, and merits much reward, but for the reft 
I would they might fhift more and fhiftt leffe. Philam. How 
meane you this fhift, me thinks it needs fome fyfting S Celio. 
I would they had more fhift in fturts, and leffe fhift in fubtil- 
tie: in briefe Philahis their Hues is miferable, looke on eue- 
ry mans way; it is eyther wickednes or wretchednes. Phila. 
What thinke you of the deuine? Celio. Why this Is Hufte- 
ron Proteron, the Cart before the horfe: this figure was not 
appoynted by Susenbrotus in this place, this is a reuerend 
profeflion, wherein the infirmities of lyfe are moft healed, 
a happye courfe in this worldlye wildemeffe, where mens 
thoughts are themes to wounde theyr confdence, thefe feeke 
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theyr benefits in Gods booke, yet haue they theyr mairaes in 
lyfe, theyr dayes and yeares are but miferie, for in that they 
long after a further ioye, theyr comfort is imperfect: leaue 
we to difcend to particulars Philamis: the end is, there is no 
content in earth, but this worlde is the onely pageant of in- 
conftancie, neyther hath nun any thing whereof he may tru- 
ly boaft, or wherein onely he dooth excel! : if he haue guifts of 
the body, they are blemifhed by ficknefle, they are determi- 
ned by death, if of the minde, they are weakened by the wan- 
tonnes of the fleih: difcend we in to thofe perticulars which 
are in our femes, and rippe we vp our originals, ground wee 
not vppon the benefite of reafon the beautie of our foule 
(whereby we learne to know God, and difceme good from 
euell) what goods haue we that hearts pertake not with vs c 
We haue health, fo haue Lyons: we are faire, fo are Pea- 
cocks: we are fwyft, fo are Horfles, yea and in all thefe well 
nye are we ouercome by vnreaibnable creatures. Let vs now 
fee what is greater! in vs: we haue boddyes, fo haue trees, 
we haue forces and voluntary motions, fo haue beafts and 
woormes: we haue voyces, but how flintier haue DoggesS 
how (harper, Eagles 5 how deeper, Bulks ? howe fweeter 
and delyuer Nightingales, why boafte we then of that wher- 
in we are ouercome? and is not this mifery of lyfe to be by 
them in thefe things ouercome? Philamis. But by your 
patience Celio heere is confufion growne in this difcourfe, 
els are many learned men deceyued : I haue read in EPICTE- 
tus, that a lyfe ioyned with vertue is felicitie, fo all lyfe by 
this meanes cannot be mtienble. Cblio. I wyl rid thee of 
all thefe doubles, cleere thee of al thefe clowdes, confirme 
thee In all thefe controuerfies: There is good in apparance, 
and good In deed, felicitie in fhadow, and felicitie in fubftance: 
the onely itttermtdtMtn of which is death, which kylleth the 
corruption of the one, and furthereth vs to the fruition 
of the other, bee onely good is God, for hee is onely good 
as the Scripture teaftmeth: the good in fhewe is this ver- 
tuous vniting of life and learning, which taken by it felfe is 
a follace, and compared with GOD, is but a fbadowe, 
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the true felicitie is to know God, the fained is that which 
was Platoes Idea, Aristotles fummum bonum, the Strikes 
Virtus: the Epicures, fenfuall felicitie: the one the inuention 
of man : the other an infpiration from God. As touching a 
lyfe led in vertue, if it bee taken morrally according to the 
meaning of the Ethnicks, it may be termed felicitie, who had 
not light in the darkenefie : that doore, that vine, we haue to 
illuminate: let vs in, and refrefh vs in our worldly trauell: 
Cicero deemed Catoes ftoicall lyfe Vertue, his end happie: 
fo did Seneca, fo C*sar his enimie, yet knew we it was my- 
ferie: his life irreligious, his end defperate. Seneca himfelfe 
talking grauely in his life time, wrighting conftantlye of 
death, and touched fomewhat with the thought of immorta- 
litie, made a fickneffe of a figh, and in his end fhewed fome o- 
uer ftoicall refolution, but we that haue attayned the cleere 
day, and are in the funny lyght of the Gofpell, what fhall we 
terme this vertuous life? naught els (my Phil amis) but a 
combate of the flefh with the fpirite, our time of temptation, 
where we warre to haue victorye, and by fayth attaine the 
crowne of immortalitie. This is the path, & our flefh the hin- 
derance: Death the hauen where wearied wee reft vs, and 
being diflblued, attaine the direct fulnefle of our ioye: Oh 
ioye without compare, oh little daunger, oh great crowne, 
or waye to true lyfe. Now feeft thou Philamis what thou 
foughteft, thefe doubtes are decided, and the conclufion that 
followetli of all thys controueriie, is that lyfe is miferable 
euery wayes, but moft miferable to them that lyue ill, whofe 
hope is dead, whofe faith is falfified, who haue forfaken the 
true Sheapheard, to followe Sathan, betrayed theyr foule, 
to feme theyr bodyes, who are become the bondeflaues of 
finne, and the feruauntes of vnrighteoufnefle, who ferue 
Mammon, and refufe God, whofe portion after death 
is the bottomlefle pitte, where in fteede of laughing they 
ihall lament, infteed of folacing they fhall figh, and whilft the 
righteous fhall clap theyr hands for ioy in heauen, they fhall 
foulde theyr amies for forrowe in hell: oh theyr horror. 
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oh theyr miferie, oh that men can be fo peruerfe, and God fo 
propitious, who calleth all, and will fuccour tinners, who wil 
eafe the heauy laden, comfort the comfortleffe, giue Manna 
euen to the murmurers: oh whither am I canyed with thefe 
contemplations? into what Oceans of delight ? wherein I be- 
hold as it were in a mirrour the indignitie of man, & the mer- 
cies of God: the miferies of this life, and the fruits of death: 
of which when I begin to to thinke (my Philamis) I beholdc 
thefe writhen lims, as faylers doe theyr bmfed barke at the 
entrance of the hauen, reioycing that I haue part my perils to 
enioy my paradife. Oh happy death of thofe (faith Cicero) 
who being borne mortall, haue fo well liued as to enioy eter- 
nitie. This is the laft medicine of all euils (faith Sc-PHOCLESj 
& the way that leaded vs to al beatitude ('as witnefleth Leo- 
nidas.) This bringeth vs through the ftony way to the plea- 
fant path: this nealeth vs in all infirmities: to this were wee 
borne, being by nature fent abroad to leame experience, lyke 
yong fonnes, to the ende we may with judgement entertayne 
happy death as our bell heritage. Phil. Why paufeth Celiq 9 
or what holdeth thee in fufpence? Ce. Oh Philamis, I con- 
template the true life: and as trauellers by the beauty of the 
coaft conjecture the benefits of the country : fo in defcribing 
the commodities of death, and weighing the fruit thereof, I 
gather the happines of heauen, to which the fpirit would flye, 
were it not hindered by fleflily infirmities. Phi. Leaue thefe 
contemplations (good Celio) and prof ecu te your difcourfe: 
It were pittie your ftudies fhould preuent mine inftruttions: 
I pray you let vs know why fom men, fince death is fo fweet, 
account it fo fewer, and why other men take that for pica- 
fure, which fome efteeme to be their vtter perdition. Ce. Tru- 
ly PHILAMIS, thou haft propounded a quaint queftion, which 
auayleth much to knowledge of death, and caufeth the better 
fort to reioyce thereat, the worfer to prepare them in worthi- 
nes to receiue it That fort of men which feare death, are they 
that liue in darknefle, whofe liues are worldly, who confider 
not the iudgementes of God, but are like Oxe and Mule in 
whom there is no vnderftanding: thefe are not touched with 
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the knowledge of God, but are very hypocrites in his church: 
thefe proceed from euil to worfe, and their practifes are often 
fruftrate: thefe feize vpon the widows gleanings, and perfe- 
uer in their wickednes: thefe are happy in feruing the deuill, 
and hardened againd the ferutce of GOD: thcfe are they 
that thinke their finnes are vnfeene, and who perfeuering in 
their wickednes fliall perilh: thefe are they againft whome 
Micah crieth out, whofe iuft condemnatio is death: thefe fhal 
figh in the day of iudgement, whofe blindnes is more ths CU 
mariem, who fliall haue portion with Sodom; thefe are they 
whofe company is to be efchewed, who make teares dwell on 
the widowes cheeks, and deuoure the fathcrlcffe & defolate: 
thefe are they who in Head of prayers, make purchafes, whofe 
indentures are their deuotions, whofe priuy feales bee theyr 
prayer bookes: thefe are they that fpende in waft what poore 
men want, and beftow that on hounds they mould giue to the 
hungry, and imploy that on brauery, they fhould vouchfafe the 
bcgger; thefe are they (as BERNARD faith) that are made riche 
by poore mens farms, whofe fin fliall be reuenged in hell fire : 
thefe feare death, becaufe they hope no better life, and flie the 
graue, in that they are fallen from grace: And this fort of .tin- 
ners haue many fwarmes of attendants: fome more vehe- 
ment, fome more defperate, all damnable; as are they who 
incounter violent death, after their wicked liues : and fuch as 
being adiudged for offence, make the reparation of foule and 
body a defperate laughing game. Thefe are they of whome 
Ezechiel fpeaketh, the foule that finneth fliall die. Examples 
of thefe forts of men are infinite, among which Saul may nrft 
cxemplifie, who being rent from his kingdome, reft hhnfelfe 
of lyfe. Iudas who hauing betrayed his Sauiour, hung him 
felfe in defpayre. Brutus who hauing murthered G*sar, flew 
hirnfelfe miferably with his owne fword. Carundius TlRI- 
us, who hauing made a Bedlam lawe, endured a bloudie end. 

Oh too many, too maruellous are the examples of fuche 
men, who in theyr defperatenes haue made death damnable, 
and in theyr diffolutenes fearefulL What are they that take 
pleafure in death ? oh blefled men, oh happy pleafure. Such 
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as fhine lyke the Sonne In theyr fmceritlc, fuch as acknow- 
ledge their deliuerance from God, fuch as are raythfull In af- 
flictions, and humble them in perfecutions: fuch as are god- 
ly in patience, and patient In godlineue.' fuch as are obedient 
in dutie, and ftedfaft in doCbine: fuch as haue faith with the 
leaper, confidence with the blind-men, zeale with the woman 
of Canaan, acknowledge them finfull with the ficke of the 
palfie, prouing rather CORNELIUS, a fouldiour to beleeue, than 
Simon Magus an inchaunter to lye: fuch as Icoke for the 
promifes of God, and thirft after righteoufnefle: fuch whom 
the zeale of the Lordes home fwalloweth vp: fuch as fuffer 
for perfecution lake: fuch whofe faith is not wauering, and 
whofe vowes are in heauen, though the body be on the earth : 
fuch as are faithful and not fearful, that truft In God, and ml- 
ftruft not his promifes: fuch as are perfecuted with Paul, and 
beleue with Paul.- fuch as defire to indure for the truth, not to 
be indurate againft the truth: the number is too many to tell 
them, yet wold my numbring might breed more, fo that with 
Moses I might pray, O blot me out of the book of life fo they 
may Hue, fo they may increafe, fo they may florlfh : & thefe alfo 
haue folowers, who thoe they deferue not to fit on the throne 
with the elders, may waft vpon the lamb as their fhepheard: 
for my fathers houfe hath many dwelling places. But let vs 
now conlider of death, for he eraues conltruftio : ther is a dif- 
ference to die with SOCRATES in Innocence, and Ouid in exile: 
there is a death to dy for euer, there is a death to Hue for euer; 
the one pertaineth to the nocent, the other to the Innocent; the 
one to the impugner, the other to the penitent; the one to the 
merciles, the other to the merciful ; the one to the blafphemer, 
the other to the righteous: & among the righteous fort; fome 
may fal to arife; for the righteous finneth feuen times a day: 
fome fal to perifh, the examples are manlfeft, ft let the learned 
dilate them. Among the wicked, fome from Saul Decommeth 
Paul; another from an Apoftle, doth grow to be an Apoftata; 
for fuch as may and will not be, let their flnnes light on then- 
heads; for the righteous, bleffed be the Lord, that hath chofen 
them Into his fould; for fuch as fall and may rife, I wyll 
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fpeake fomewhat Philamis, for it is my cuftome : but I would 
to God that were all our amendments. Haft thou faine, and 
wilt thou amend thy fault? then leaue (O mortal man J to per- 
feuer in thy follyes. For S. Augustine faith: As the loue of 
God is the well of vertue : fo is the loue of the world the wel 
of vices. Come vnto me (faith Chrift) all fuch as are laden, & 
I will eafe you. BERNARD faith, the perfect feruaunt of Chrift 
loueth nothing but him. If then vaine man, thou haft doted on 
thy riches, reconcile thy felfe, take thy erode & follow Chrift. 
He that fetteth his hand to the plough, and looketh backc: he 
that would follow him, and will ftraight bury his father, he is 
vnworthy of the harueft, vnmeet of fuch a maifter. Hath the 
Deuill tempted thee S lay hold on Chrift. Heare HlEROME: 
The power of the Deuill is of no force beeing refilled by a 
ftrong faith; And Augustine, who faith; That the Deuill 
can deceiuc no man, except he confidently put his truft in him. 
Haft thou finned through contention with thy brother, amend 
thy felfe: Learne of Paiile to the Galathians the fixth chap. 
Let euery one (faith he) among you beare the burthen of ano- 
ther. Heare Tully : There is nothing (faith he) but may bee 
fuffered by him that perfectly loueth his neighbour. I haue 
read in the Ecclefiafticall hiftorie, that Antipater Iduheus, 
which was Father of Herod the great, in diuers battayls re- 
ceiued diuers wounds, bearing fuch perfect loue to the Etn- 
perour his maifter, that he indured them patiently: notwith- 
ftanding afterwards being falfely accufed before the Empe- 
rour, and brought vnto him, not relying on his accufers com- 
plaints, but guided by his owne innocencie, hee fpake in this 
fort to his Maieftie. 

Mightie Soueraigne, I will vfe no great wordes for my 
excufe, but thefe greene wounds, which I haue fuffered for 
your loue, and aduentured in your feruice, which are euiden- 
ces of my deuotion towardes you, and not of any doublenes : 
let them fpeake for me, and expreffe my loue, condemn my ac- 
cufers, commend my conftancie. 

The Emperour beeing of Judgement, receyued him into 
grace, and in ftead of punifhing him, plagued his accufers: a 
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leffon to reconcile friendes, and hairing reconciled them, to 
anne them to die welL For true friendfhip cannot be but a- 
morigft good men (as Tully witneffeth) neyther can a good 
man that truly trufteth in the euer liuing God, euer fayle of 
a good end. But leaue we offences towards man, and baft we 
our eyes vp to heauen: there fitteth a Sauiour, who hath fuf- 
fered for all our fins, hath becnc buffeted for our benefit, hath 
borne the burthen to lighten vs, hath beene crucified for pur 
comfort, hath had wounds, to heale our weakenes, hath fuffe- 
red fhame to fubdue our fmne, hath fwet bloud, to graunt vs 
fweet bleifings, hath beene plagued for our peace, hath gro- 
ned to end our griefe : his mild hands hath been wounded for 
our immodeft mifbehauiors: he hath fuffered for vs that did 
fin, in his body which had no fin : who endured that which we 
deferued: and compare we our rafhnes in offending him, with 
his righteoufnes in pardoning vs: Haft thou offended him? 
(as thou canft not but fin in this flefh) lift vp thy heart, and be 
greeuoujly forry, then fee. how hee calleth from the heauens : 
I am come to deftroy faith he, be thou therefore ftedfaft I wil 
locke the penitent man in my bofome: I will loue thee, if thou 
but leane towards me. Foure my repentance in thy lappe my 
brother, and 1 will faue thee, I haue companion on thee, and 
will gather thee though a ftraying lambe, & cal thee home th'o 
a loft fheepe, and ktfie thee though a retchles fon, and pray for 
thee in that I am thine aduocate. Oh vnfpeakable mercy, who 
would not cleaue to this anchor to leaue the worlde? Who 
would not be reconciled to this God for a litle calamitic? who 
would not be hartily pentitent for fuch a patron c . Phi. Oh de- 
uine fpirit in a deafe man, good Celio proceede, for thou com- 
forter!: my foule. CE. Trouble me not to conclude Philamis, 
but heare thou, can the pilat in the ftorm refufe a good harbor? 
Can the condemned in his danger contemn his pardon? vnlefle 
eyther the one be deiperat, or y« other deuilifh : it is impofiible, 
it is inconuenient, among men it is incredible: how then (huld 
we refufe Chrift, when he calleth vs, who through the narrow 
feas of death, calleth vs to the hauen of heauen? who would 
not imbrace thefe wanes thogh they embowell them S & kiffe 
N thefe 
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thefe flouds though they ouerflowe him, and bleffe this death 
for this worldly benefit FHU. I but Celio, this wealth is a 
great foe of death, this Is a deepe thome (as Gregory faith) 
that fticketh in all harts, to leaue rich poffeffions, load frends, 
to dwell in the graue, is not this a griefe? Ce. What griefe 
Philamis, what griefe can it be? Barnard faith, your riches 
be vayne, for they promife Lordfhippe, and caufe thraldome: 
they afliune fecuritie, but make payment of feare. And Paul 
writeth to Timothy, they that will be rich, fell into greate 
temptations, and fnares of the Deuil, and into diuers vnlaw- 
full defires, vnprofitable, and noyfome, which bring men to 
death and perdition: are not thefe euen reafons enough vnto 
reafonable men to forfake wealth? What Is a rich man but 
the flower of the graffe? A poore man in his good heart, is 
better than a gay man with his golde ring: God filleth the 
hungry, and fendeth the rich empty away. The poore widdow 
in Luke was commended aboue the great rich men : for de- 
uotion is as great in a poore widdowes myte, as in a rich mans 
Miriadt. 

Say thou haft riches, will they not waft? and are they not 
fubieft to raft ? betrayed by fire? But gather not riches (my 
fonne) the wealth that will periih, but that which wil endure: 
all pompe is valne, all pleafure but a fbadowe, feeft thou not 
them die daily before thyne eyes? and wilt thou liue to them? 
They are the foes of men {Philamis) they bring tra y t o rs to 
thy bed, worke murthers twixt father and fonne, twbrt mo- 
ther and daughter: Oh vanitie of vanities, whieh men call 
riches. Art thou rich? know that the things which are at fill- 
nes muft haue a fall: wilt thou fay vnto thy felfe, come let mt 
reioice in my poffeffions, my barns are ful, my bagges fluffed? 
harke the fentence founding in thine eare, Thou foole thy foul 
thai be taken from thee. Crates the Theban, a man of great 
fortunes, and a graue PhUofopber, threw great fubftance In- 
to die Sea, and fayd thus: Goe you from me ye fruits of co- 
uctoufneffe, for feare in detayning you I drowne with you. 
Saint Gregorie alleadgeth the example of an other Phllo- 
fopher, who bearing a great wedge of golde with hhn m hya 
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tnuiaile, and confidering in his minde that he could not pof- 
fefle riches and vertue together, he wilfully threw his wealth 
from him, and fayd thus: O vaine riches leaue me, the Gods 
graunt me that I may euer loofe you. 

Thus did Ethniclces feeking but theyr chiefeft good, and 
fhall not we leaue worldly trafh, to liue with our good God? 
Who had not rather be a bleffed Nathan, than a curfed Na- 
balS though the wicked Hue and growe in wealth, it Is his 
forbearance: for what hope hath the Hypocrite (faith Toby) 
if when he hath heaped vp his riches, GOD take away hys 
Soulef Chrysostome fayth, God giueth benefites both 
to the worthie and vnworthy: thou mayeft then be rich in vn- 
wortbineffe, and tryumph In thyne owne wretchednes. Draw 
neare my Sonnes (fayth Athanatos) I wil make your con- 
dition kingly, though you bee cayttucs.* I goueme both the 
royal Cfowne, and the humble Cradle. Come vnto me (fayth 
ATHANATOS) I wil with drawing one figh, end al thy forrows: 
with one grone end al griefe, make your foules fit, I wil fette 
you forward. 

Phila. Here Amy good Cklio, thou haft long time difcour- 
fed heere of the benefits of life euerlafting, but giueft no aflu- 
rance of me fame. Saith not the Philofopher, Poft mortem 
nulla voluptas% how can then this life be eternal wherin there 
is no pleafure. If it be true that Apollonius Ttaneus aled- 
geth, and the PythagoriJU perfwade, that the foules haue 
paflage from one body to another, me thinks this reparation 
fhould be rather caufe of moleft, than myrth to the fpirit Ho- 
mer befides a great Poet fayth, that death is ful of honour: 
fatttne me heerein (good Celio) that euery way thou mayeft 
fay fufficient 

CeUo. If it bee true (Fhilahis) as Tully tdtifieth, that 
there is no nation fo barbarous, that ftandeth not in fome re- 
ligious awe of God, whofe feate Is the heauen, whofe foote- 
ftoole is the earth: If It be vndoubted in thee, that Chrift his 
Sonne is the propitiation for our fumes, as each true Chri- 
ftian muft confeffe, thou needs not doubt; the fcripture foal fa- 
tiuy thee: hark what Iohn the ApofUe faith of our fauf or, nay 
N 2 what 
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what he himfelfe fpeaketh of himfelfe, lefus faid to Thomas 
I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man commeth vnto 
the father but by mee? wilt thou haue life euerlaftingS keepe 
the commandements. Chrift hath fwalowed vp death, that we 
might be heires of euerlafting life. Chrift is the bread of lyfe: 
the life eternal is to know God, and Chrift whom he hath lent 
his foil. Beleeueft thou Gods booke? why art thou then be- 
fotted S why bringft thou in this blind inftance of the Epicure? 
Doth not Seneca the graue Philofopher condemne him, pro- 
uing by affured reafons that there is no felicitte but in death? 
If there be no pleafure after the foule is departed, what be- 
commeth of the righteous ? deemed thou who hath runne hys 
race, hath not his garland i and that hee who hath finiftied hys 
courfe, hath not his quiet ? For Apollonius Ti an eus fince the 
Fathers condemn him, commend him not: for as one fwallow 
makcth not a fommer, fo a fewe inftances fubuert not an vni- 
uerfal certaintie. EUSEBIUS (with other learned) examining 
the caufe of feare, efpecially in death, reafoneth thus: If there 
be any euill in death, it is the feare of the fame that increafeth 
it, and if there be no euill, the feare it felfe is a great euil : fond 
then is he that feareth death, for that he augmenteth his euill, 
or rather caufeth it him felfe. Bafe is the fpirit of euery.man, 
faith Sabellicus, which feareth deth: for fearing it in his own 
refpect, in that he is in foule immortall, he ought not to fear, if 
he lofe his body: for what folly is it to be afraid of that which 
is at enmitie with vs? If defire of game hath made death but 
a trifle, among the men of no heauenly capacitie.- If it hath 
incouraged fome to ftop a fwallowing gulfe with y* Romane, 
to die for their maifter, as the flaue of Anthony, what fhould 
death be to vs, which expect not a momentary, but an immor- 
tal glory S nor raifed among men, but regiftred in immortality? 
The fweetnes of death was manifeft in the perfecutions of 
the Primitiue Church, where infantes with great conftancie 
endured much cruel tie: fweete is the payne in expectati- 
on of the pleafure. Beleeue mee Philamis, there is nothing 
fo accordant to nature as death, and nothing more enemic 
to the foule, than mortal] life, which is a Sea fo tempeftudus, 
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that none but a conftant mind (aflifted by diuine grace) can a- 
uoyd the Ihipwrack, marke the hard penance of this life alig- 
ned to our grandfire Adam; Bicaufe (faith the Lord) thou 
haft obeyed the voyce of thy wife, and haft eaten of the tree 
whereof t commaunded thee, faying. Thou malt not eat of 
it, curfed is the earth for thy fake, in forrowe (halt thou eate 
of it, all the dayes of thy life: Thomes alfo and thiftles fhall 
it bring foorth vnto thee, and thou fhalt eate the herbe of the 
field. Iu the fweate of thy face fhalt thou eate bread till you 
returne to the earth, &c Hearke how lOB curffeth that lyfe 
which thou commended. Let the day perrifh wherein I was 
borne, and the night when it was fayd, there is a man childe 
concerned : heere haue we no continuing citty faith PAUL to 
the Htbrewes, I am wearied with fpeaking Philamis, and 
the funnc inclineth to the Weft. Thus time paffeth like a fha- 
dowe, and life as BARNARD fayth, confumeth away like a bub- 
ble: fcome therefore to be in prifon, when thou maift haue li~ 
bertie; to be a bondman, when thou maift be free: to be captiue 
tn the flelh, when thou maift liue in the fpirit; caft of thy ould 
wayes, and thy wonted vanities, forfake vnprofitable ftad- 
dies, and fearch out the Scriptures, there is die liuing foun- 
taine, the other are muddy puddles : there the truth, the other 
mens traditions: there the ftrong anchor, y* other but a weake 
grapple, oh looke on Gods booke, & leuel at Gods bleffings, 
his words are perfection, the others the fruites of earthly 
opinion : caft of vaine loues, and put on the loue of vertuc : 
learne of OCTAUIUS to be continent, truft nothing that fauo- 
reth not to righteoufnes : beleeue not euery fable, for follie 
hath many fine fliadowes: beware flatterers, they are the 
foares of die innocent : be warie like ESOPS Mowfe, for there 
be many cats ftirring, who will clawe thee where it doth not 
itch, and catch thee in their gripe, if thou haue no good regard : 
in breefe, liue thou well, and thou art wealthle. Seneca rather 
liked learned Sentios flaue Dipaostes, then his obliuious 
mailer the Senator: cboofe thy friends not by their coate but 
by knowledge, and among all things loofe no time, it is thy 
beft treafure: in thy writings afcribe all good things to God, 
N 3 and 
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and not to thy wit, in thy reading meditate often, it is Seni- 
CAES leflbn, Nulla dies fine iinea, if thou be paffionate, repent 
thee of thy finne : if mery, keep the raeane, the humble cot hath 
quiet, when lofty towers haue greateft aflaults: finally dlfpife 
all earthly things in comparifon of heauenly ioyes, where is 
ioy without ceafing, where the faintes ling Ofimrta feated a- 
about the throane, and the Angels minuter to his deuine mi- 
ieftie, who giue thee grace to follow my counfaile, and grant 
me conftancte in mine end, I am wearie Philamis, and thefe 
old bones and cnifed carkas would haue reft: farewell, God 
blefie thee, and as thou likeft this dayes labour, come vifit me 
often, PHI. Fatherly are thy woords Celio, and thy coun- 
failes conformable, which I will lock vp in this breft, and 
think** on to mine benefit, befeeching God to fend many fuch 
(hepheards, to counfaile fuch as I, who are youthful tinners. 

Philamis to Anthenor, to comfort him 
in his exile. 
C Ince there is no remedy fas Euripides fayth) more appro- 
^priate to men in perplexitie, then the exhortation of good & 
faithfull friends, I haue taken vpon me the libertie if not to 
pleafe, yet to perfwade thee Anthenor, who hauing knowne 
worldly aflaires, maift more eafily difgeft afflictions. Thou 
art greeued in that thou art banifhcd thy country, difpifed of 
thy prince, exiled from the court, beguiled of thy contents, as 
if to a wifeman all countries are not one/* and Anacharsts 
would not as well floriw in Athens, as he was fauoured in 
Sirria? Why my Anthenor, all exile is but opinion, and 
good hufbandmen thriue as well In America as in Afia: 
kaowft thou not that Lioerwoort is bitter, and yet healthful 1 ; 
where Bafill is fweet and Infectious ** rite wandring trauels 
of Vlisses made him wife, where had he frill liued in Greece, 
he had got lefle glory: what fo is offendue in apparance, is not 
faulty in proofe, neyther is miferie any thing but thine owne 
opinion, allure thy folfe that that only Is thy country wherein 
thou liueft content, and that to liue in Aujtria dugraced, is no 
lefle then to be an exile in Hungaria, what wilt thou make 

change 



y Google 



Dialogue. 

change common to thy felfc, where it is incident to many? 
whole cities haue changed theyr feate, and many hundretbs 
dayly fuffer that which hath chanced to thee, the onely diffe- 
rence, they wander like banifhed men in a coloney, thou with- 
out company, they not knowing how to quel forrow, but thou 
how to conquer it The Lapidaries choofe theyr Hones by fu- 
ftance and touch, Sulan vnleffe it encounter the Toade is of 
no proofs, & without aduerfirJe what knowledge of patience. 
The Pilate knoweth the goodnes of his fiu'p in a wrought 
Tea, not in a weake wind : and fuch as will not beare fortunes 
touch, are vnworthy Vertues temper: coulors that are not in 
grain, are fooneft dugraeed, and fuch as haue not tafted chan- 
ges, cannot boaft of conftancy; euery country (faith DeMO- 
critus) is free and open to a wife man : and the world is but e- 
uery valiant mans walke: what is exile but that which may 
be euery mans fortune ? if banifhmcnt were fo bitter, why did 
SCIPIO make it voluntary? lay thou wanted in exile, fo did 
SCIPIO malntenants, REGULUS mercinaries, and MENENIO 
nmerall, I tel thee Anthenor calamity is the occafion of ver- 
tue, and no griefe is long that is great, Anathagoras neither 
greeued to dye a forralner, neither fainted to perifh in pouerty 
fince he knew the earth ritch enough to giue him graue, the 
world finall enough to be his country. But examine we the 
caufes which may moue difcontents: thou wilt fay thy princes 
difgrace Is the greatefi: grief, weep not at this croffe my AN- 
THENOR, for thy teares wil conuift thee, for if thou fuffer with 
out defart, how vain art thou to forrow at thy vertue? if wor- 
thily, allure dry felf the abfence healeth the halfe of the wood; 
feeke not thou fweet freend to imitate the ignorant phyfition 
of whom Cicero fpeketh, who In other malidies profeffe tb£- 
felues to haue art, & in their owne infirmities proue thefelues 
afles, thou art driuen fro the court, happy art thou if thou haft 
driuen the euftoms therof from thee, airure thy felfe thou haft 
attained fuffirfent fatiffaAion, in that thou haft auoyded that 
infection: beleeue mce a wife man ought not to loofe him- 
felfe in vayne laments, efpecially hee whome Phylofophy 
hath long tyme lyued withall. What is the balme of Aegyft 
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better then that of ludea ? or that of ludea, Tweeter then that 
ot/nde? the properties are one, the fweetnes one: if tha trees 
are one, Uiough carryed into many places, how vaine are men 
to be changed; that only Celum -mutant non animumS oh An- 
thbnor thou haft gotten much by this griefe, thou haft efca- 
ped vanitie, and vertue clothed in pouertie, beginneth now to 
haile thee, now maift thou tread fortune vnder foote, in that 
fhe hath doone hir word, and triumph like a conqueror, fince 
thou contemned hir wilhieue: euen as the loffc of leaues is 
fmall in that the next fpring renueth them, fo the want of de- 
lights are of no waight, fince a reconciled mind doth foone re- 
ftore them. Beware leaft Democritus laugh at thee, and He- 
Raclitds weep for thee: the one to fee the paffionate, who haft 
tryed the worlds inconftancie : the other to thinke thy brayne 
fhould be fo addle, and thou fo aged. But why trauaile I to 
teach that which the meaneft minde doth imagine : truly An- 
tHenor fince each ftorme will haue a calme, fince in Tigris 
the Minow hath as great libertie as y* Mullet, fmce the Loate 
thriuetii as well in Tibris as Tanais, and the pooreft conftant 
minde in the ftraungeft country; dry thou vp thy teares, and 
fhake of thefe trifles, let the equitie of thy caufe confirme thy 
quiet, thy fruitfuli conftande exceede fortunes contempt, fo 
(halt thou prooue thy felfe well ftaied and better ftudied. Vale. 

Epilogus. 

\jAdm and Gentlemen, I haue pofted Philamis from Paf- 

fan, to apply his ftudies in the mountaines i/Stiria; if his 

courting- hath wrought you any content, I double not but his 

contemplations fhall yield good conceit, he hath layd a line for 

loftie building, and hath vowed kintfelfe to great fhtddie and 

labour, it onely lyes in your fauourable good likings, to Make 

him a forward workman, or to giue ouer in the foundation : the 

reward he feekes is your acceptance, the fruite you may reape 

may perhaps prooue fcience ; fince therefore all that he re- 

quiretk is but a good word for a great worke, vouch- 

fafe him that which lieth in you to beflow, '& in 

him to deferue, & till that time, farewell. 

FINIS. 
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To the Right worfhipfiill fir Wil- 

Ham Web Knight, Tko. Lodge wijheth increafe 

of Worfliip in this life, and eternall blsffing 

in the life to come. 

9He general care which you haue had 
fin the fatherlie gouernement of the 
Cittie, and the worthy forwardneffe 
in eftablifhing al vertuous councels . for com- 
mon good, haue made me prefumptuous be- 
yond my cuftome, in the behalfe of my con- 
treymen to prefent your Worfliip with this 
ihort model of hiftories, wherein you maye 
both find matter worthy the reading and cir- 
cumftances of deepe confideration. I make 
you patron of thefe rare things, who are the 
very pattern and true Mecenas of vertue, fee- 
king by your wifdome to eftablifli the eftate 
of poore Cittizens fonnes decaied, and re- 
new that by your care, which they haue lofte 
through vnaduifedneffe. Accept I befeech 
you my poore talent or my widdowes mite, 
with as great deuotion as the hart can ima- 
gine or opinion conceit, and command 
me who during life am your 
worfliips moft bounden. 

Tito. Lodge. 
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To the Gentlemen Readers. 

nHe world is growne to that excellencie 
\ now a dales Gentilmen, that no conceits 
t are held worthy c5mendations, but fuch 
t as haue coppy of new coined words, and 
D matter beyond all maruaile. For which 
caufe what fhall I expect ? who haue neither the ftile 
to indight fo high, neyther the abilitye to pleafe curi- 
ous eares, Truly my expectation fhall be anfwereable 
to my skill : fo that I will expect no more then I de- 
ferue : and defire no more than the curious wil afford. 
Taylors and Writers nowadaies are in like eftimate, if 
they want new fafhions they are not fanfied: & if the 
ftile be not of the new ftamp, tut the Author is a foole. 
In olde time menne ftudied to illuftrate matter with 
words, now we ftriue for words befide matter. Since 
therefore the time is fuch, and iudgements are fo An- 
gular, fince the manners are altred with men, and men 
are in thraldome to their faihionate manners, I will 
with the Diar prepare my felfe to wafhe out the fpots 
affoone as they are fpied, and borrow fome cunning 
of the drawer, to coulour an imperfection fo well as I 
can, till fuch time I haue cunning to cut my garment 
out of the whole cloath. And fo refolued to thanke 
thofe that accept, and to make off each reproofe of 
the enuious, as lightly as it is lent me, I take my leaue. 

Yours in all friendjhip, 

T. L. 
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^THE LIFE AND 

death of William 
Long beard. 

Howe Willyam Long beard betraied his elder bro- 
ther vnto his death, of his falling in acquaintance with 

the Abbot o/'Cadonence in Normandy, and how cunning- 
ly and coulourably they got authority from the Kinge 
to aceomplijh their ambitious pretences. 

\ Hilft all the world was in vprore, and 
r fcbifmes raigned in the Church, when 
\ God by prodigious fignes, threatened 
P peftilent plagues: at fuche time as 
\ two funnes appeared in our Horizon 
in England, and three Moones were 
d difconered in the Weft in Italic, 
" WILLIAM with the longe beard was 
borne in Hie famous Cittie of London, of greater minde 
then of high parentage, a graft of mightie hope at the firft, 
though (as it afterwards proued) his parents fpent too much 
hope on fo little vertue. This frie Cittizen borne, tenderlie 
foftered in his infancie, was afterwards trained vp in good 
letters, wherin he profited fo fuddenlie, that moft men won- 
dered at his capacitie, and the wifeft were afraid of the con- 
clufion: And for that the age wherein hee was bread (being 
the third yeare of Henrie the Second) was full of troubles, 
this yoong mans rare guifts were raked vp in the embers, 
little regarded becaufe not yet ripened.- but at laft as years 
increafed the minde ordained for mightie thinges began to 
mount, the rather becaufe ambition fealed his eies, which 
made him with the Doue foare fo hie, till his own cunning 
A and 
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The life and death 

and labour made him be ouertumed: for when he perceiued 
his fathers foote alreadie prepared for the graue, his mother 
feazed by age, and more befotted with affection, hfmfelfe at 
mans eftate & without maintenance, he thus began the firft 
fruites of his impietie, the fequell whereof exceedeth all con- 
ceit, and teftifieth his deuilifh and damnable nature. He 
had a brother elder than hlmfclfe in yeares, but yoonger in 
policie, who (hauing by his owne frugalitie gotten great 
wealth) was called to be a Burgeffe of the cittie: a man be- 
loued of all men for his vpright dealing, and lamented of al 
men for his vntimelie death. For William little regarding 
the benefites he had receiued of him in his youth, the bro- 
therlie kindnelTe, the bountifull curtefies, fought all means 
poflible to betray him, who had trained him vp, to fuck his 
hart bloud, who had fought his harts reft, and to that intent 
feeing the opportunitie fitted him, in the raigne of Richard 
the firft, that noble Prince of famous memorie, he fuborned 
certeine lewd and finifter confederates of his to accufe him 
of Treafon: for which caufe poore innocent man being fud- 
denhe apprehended, his goods were confifcate, his body im- 
prifoned, his wife and children left fuccourlefle, whilft wic- 
ked William being both complotter, informer, and witnes, 
wrought fo cunningly with the kings councell that the goods 
were his, which his brother with his long labour had gotten, 
and the poore innocent man brought out before the Iudges 
with weeping eies, beheld his yoonger brother both reuel- 
ling in his ritchcs, and reioicing at his mine. Many were 
his obteftations before God, and protefiations to the Iud- 
ges, manie bis exhortations to his brother, and detestati- 
ons of his periurie. But William whofe hart was the very 
harbour of all impietie, ceafed not in his owne perfon to fo- 
liate, and by his companions to incenfe the Iudges in fuch 
fort, that his brother was at laft by them condemned and ad- 
iudged to death, as fome Writers fuppofe for coining. And 
being led forth to his execution like an harmelefle innocent, 
the people muftering about the place, the curfled brother the 
occafion and compactor of his confufion accompanie him, 
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with thefe or fuch like words he finifhed his life. Thou God 
that knoweft the caufe of my vntimelie death, canft in lu- 
ftice punifli my vniuft accufers, meane while take mercie 
on my poore foule, who am forfaken of my priuate friends, 
be thou a fafeguard vnto me, whoe am left without fuccors, 
and helpe the defolate widdow with hir diftreffed children 
This laid, after fome priuate conference by pernuffion, be* 
tweene his brother and him, he differed torment 

But WiLLIAH hauing gotten wealth began to take vpon 
him ftate, and vnderftanding his father and mother through 
hartie griefe were in their extreame age committed to the 
graue, he feazed on their goods, carrieng fuch a countenance 
in London that all men wondered at him; In wit he was 
pregnant; in publike affaires pollitlke; in reuenges con- 
ftant, in fpeeches affable, in countenance graue, in apparel! 
gorgeous, yea fo cunning was he to infmuate himfelfe a~ 
mong the Commons, that as the report went, he had more 
Prentifes clubs at his command, then the beft Courtier had 
feruants to attend him. 

And as the cuftome is whilefl thus he behaued himfelfe, it 
fortuned that hee fell in companie and conference with the 
Abbot of Cadenettce in Normandti, a man as high min- 
ded as himfelfe, and more fubttU than Sinon, by whofe ad- 
ulfe and directions he grew fo craftilie conceited, that vnder 
a holie pretext he wrought more mifchiefe, than either the 
Councell of England could for a long time remedie, or by 
induftrie reuerfe, and thus it fortuned. After that the no- 
ble and warlike RICHARD the firfte of that name, had to his 
immortall glorie recouered his rights in France, eftabli- 
fhed peace with the French king, and by the perfwafions of 
his mother Dame Elianor, reconciled his brother lOHN.who 
had before that time beene at deadlie feud with him. It pie- 
fed his Maieilie, partlie for his owne recreation fake, part- 
lie to remedie the discontents of his fubiefts, to goe on Pro- 
greue in the eight yeare of his reigne, and in the yeare of 
our Lord 1 197. at which time the Abbot of Cadonence and 
William watching an occafion and oportunitie, fo cunning- 
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lie wrought the matter, that they had audience at his Ma- 
iefties hands, and attained vnder the broad feale the whole 
furome of their requefts. The Abbot couloured his ftrata- 
gem vnder the coppie of confcience : affu ring the king that 
the corruption of his officers were the chiefeft groundes of 
publike contention, praieng him in the bounty of an heroick 
and princelie potentate, to take fome order for the correction 
of them, leaft at the laft it fhould turne to his owne confu- 
fion. 

His maieftie that had euer regard of the poore, with gra- 
tious good words thanked him for his good will, giuing him 
warrant and authoritie to redrefle thofe inconuentences, 
and promiflng him great promotions, if he tooke any profite 
by his pollicie. William now that hath the fecond fubtiltie 
to enact, futed his lookes in all fobrietie, and ftroaking his 
long beard which he curiouflie foftered euen from the begin- 
ning, tolde the king of the infolence and outrage of rich men 
who fpared their owne and pilled the poore, robbed IRUS and 
clawed MIDAS : befeeching in the commons behalfe, a rcme- 
die for this inconuenience : wherevnto the king eafilie con- 
difcended, fo that he likewife was authorized to redieffe fuch 
enormities, and both he and his fellowe Abbot, were with 
manie princelie fauours difmifled. 

Mounted thus vpon the wheele of Fortune, which euerie 
waie flieweeth hir felfe as fickle as fhe is fauourable, as ful 
of gall as (he hath home, they both of them depart for Lon- 
don, carrieng fo high countenances as euerie one were a- 
mazed at their manners. My lord Abbot firft futed in his 
Pontificalibus called forth diuers officers, purpofing to ex- 
amine their accounts, taunting them with vntowarde lan- 
guages, and accompanieng threates with imprifonment 
But as the Giants that threatened the heauens were ouer- 
throwne in their molt hautinefle, and as PHAETON vfurping 
his fathers feat was confounded for his ambitious pride by 
vntimelie death, fo the Abbot of Cadotience, when he thoght 
to cauell at all accompts, was called to accompt himfelfe, 
before the Tribunall iuftke feat of God, and died in mideft 
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of his iollitie. But William who towred with the Phoenix to 
burne in the funne, and aduentured to crofle the troblefome 
feas of this world to perifh with ouermuch wraftling in the 
fame, now began his pageant exhorting and ftirringe the 
commons to loue and imbrace libertie, to fight and labour 
for freedome, bricflie to deteft and blame the exceffe and out- 
rage of ritch men, whoe as he tolde them reaped the i'weet 
whilft they poore foules fweat for it Heerevnto wrefted he 
manie ftories of antiquitie: Firft the Laconian ftate, next 
tfae popular gouemement of Athens, wherein peace neuer 
flourifhed better faid he, than when the Commons had free- 
dome of fpeech. With thefe and i'uch like honie fpeech, he fo 
animated the multitude, that like a fecond Hercules hedrew. 
them by the eares thorow the honie of his eloquence. And 
to his words he annexed action, vndertaking manie poore 
mens caufes, who were ouerborne by the rich, handeling his 
matters with fuch pollicie, as that he was held for a fecond 
God among the poore, and for a long time efteemed for a 
good fubiect by the Prince. Yet notwithftanding this, the 
mightie maligned him greatlie, for that he had informed the 
king that by their meanes his Maieftte loft manie forfeits 
and efcheats which were due vnto him: and for that his dete- 
fted fubtleties may be more apparent, where through he clo- 
ked his fucceeding treacheries, I haue thought good to fette 
downe fome one of them, which may giue a tafte to thofe tra- 
gike miferies which fhall enfue. 

How William with the long beard handled the caufe of Pe- 
ter Nowlay a Cobler, who was iniuried by Robert Be- 
fant, fometime Bailife of London. 



Vring the time that William long beard flou- 
rifhed after this manner in all pompe and 
pleafure, attended dailie and hourelie by hole 
troops of Citizens, it fortuned that one Peter 
NOWLAY a cobler, a man of little capacitie 
llued in London, whoe hauing gotten vppe 
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by his owne haodie labour and endeuour, the fumme of for- 
tie marks, and not knowing the meanes how to employ the 
fame to his beft commoditie, folicited one Robert Besaunt, 
fometiines Baylife of London, to take the fame money in- 
to his hands and to employ it to fome good vfe, to the ende 
that after his deceafe, his poore infants which were twoe in 
number might haue fome fuccour and maintenance. 

This money ROBERT BESAUNT accepted, hauing the vfe 
thereof for the fpace of ten yeares, accuftoming poore Peter 
as tliefe great men are wont to doo, to a Sundaies dinner, 
and fw£et words (which in thefe our daies is the verie poifon 
of this world, & in that time was no fmall peftilence) At laft, 
pleafed God to call the Cobler to his mercie, where through 
his poore wife liued diftreffed, his children complaine theyr 
miferie, and all his neighbors confidering the honeftie of 
the man in his life, were companionate, and pittied his Or- 
phans after his death. The poore mother feeing hir necefli- 
ties increafe, and hir abilitie quite ouerthrowne, feparated 
apart from alt companie, began to weepe verie tenderlie, re- 
commending hir poore babes to his mercy, who had no doubt 
lent them hir to a better end than famifhment 

Ahlas (faid fhe) my God, if the leaft Sparrow is not vn- 
cared for by thee, what letteth me to truft my childrens helth 
vnto th^e, who hauing bellowed breath vpon them, mayeft 
likewife in fauour beftow bread vpon them. Thou feeft Lord 
their friend is taken from them, and the mothers neaftlings 
without thy helpe muft become ftaruelings: Woe is me; 
would God I had forgon my life, or forgotten loue : or would 
my handes were as plentifull, as my heart is pittifutl. Ah 
Fellican, I muft imitate thie, and pierce mine owne breaft 
to the end I may fofter my babes, otherwife the helpe is 
vaine which hope y eeldeth, fince charitie is cold which fhould 
feede hope. Woe is me, where mould I begin to mourne, 
that haue no end of mone. Shall I lament my marriage: 
no, the heauens ordained it: ftiall I complaine of Fortune/ 
no: for then I fuppofe an enimie where there is none: fhall 
I blame my fruitfulnes? how vaine were that? fince it is 
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a felicitie to enioy babes. What then (hall I doo ? trueh'e put 
my whole truft and confidence in Gods mercie, whoe being 
Lord of all plentie can beft of all relieue neceflities. Scarfly 
had fhc ended thefe words, when as hir yoong ones, the one 
unbracing hir necke cried for meate, the other killing hir 
hands moominglie bewraied his wants: whilft (he like Mir- 
RHA hautng tears to bewail them, no trefure to relieue them, 
fung this wofull Lullabie vnto them, whilft the muficke of 
hir voice enforced them to liften hir. 

Lullabie, 
Ah little Laddes 

Giue ceafeltffe forow end with lullabie, 
Suck vp my Uares 
That fireame from out the fountaines of mine eie, 

Feed, feed on me 
whom no good hope or Fortune glads, 

Ohfet me free 
From thofe incejfant and purfuing j eares 
which waken vp my woes and kil my pleafure. 

Lullabie, 
Weepe, weept no more 
But let me weepe, and weeping weepe life hence, 

That whilft you want, 
I may notfeefalfe Fortunes proud pretence. 

When I am dead 
My God perhaps will fend you ftore. 

Oh finUe in need, 
Poore hungry babes letfmiles be nothing f cant 
I Uares, yow /miles ; both hone no better treafure. 
To bring thefe woes exceeding meant or meafure 
To Lullabie. 
Noe fooner had fhe finifhed hir fong but Robert Bksaunt 
entered the houfe, who though altogither giuen ouer to co- 
uetoufneffe, yet beholding the wofull eftate of the poore wife 
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and children, he comforted them the bed he might, fending 
for fome little fultenance to yield hir and hir little ones fom 
fuccour, and after fome conference about hir hufbands Hate, 
& his maner of death, he defired colourablie to fee hir wri- 
tings, to the ende he might couenablie conuaie out of her 
hands the bill of fortie marks, which he had paft vnto Peter 
hir hufband in his time. The fillie foule fuppofing his almes 
deeds was vnattended by trecherie, drew out of an olde till, 
certeine briefes which (he had, vfing thefe or fuch like terms. 
Maiftcr Besaunt (faith flie) your worfhip as I remember, 
ought to be a patron of thefe poore infantes: for I haue of- 
tentimes heard my hufband faye (when I had a motherlte 
care what mould become of my children) that he had proui- 
ded for them, charging me to remember that till euer when 
I needed, & to vfe you as a father for thefe infants, whofe 
honeftie as he fware, he would builde his foule vppon: for 
which caufe (giuing him the writings) I befeech your Wor. 
quoth me, to pervfe all his fecrets, & to ftand my good friend 
in this my miferable widdowhood. Maifter Besaunt tou- 
ched to the quicke, changed coulour verie often, and recea- 
uing them at hir hands with a quiuering feare (proceeding 
by rcafon of his earneft combate betweene confcience and 
couetoufneffe) he at laft, after long penning, found his own 
bill, which he careleflie tearing, tolde hir that all of it was 
but waft paper, and therevpon blufhinglie departed, giuing 
hir but colde comfort for hir great hope. 

The good woman animated by fome diuine power, and 
efpieng the feales of his fhame fhadowed in his blufhing 
browes, tooke hold of his gowne fieeue, praieng him to ftaie 
a little while, and not to leaue hir fo fuddenlie: for (faid (he) 
good fir, if you thus leaue vs, you fhall proue that you little 
loue vs; befides, your haft makes me to mifdoubt your ho- 
neftie (pardon good fir I praye you if I miftake) for thus 
to wreak your felfe on paper, and to fhew by your fufpe&ful 
Iookes, your apparant mifdoubts, makes me imagine you 
haue decerned my PETERS hope, befides thefe papers which 
you haue tome, may perhaps be fome teftimonies, which I 
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will gather as the relikes of your rage (and therewithal! Hie 
Hooped and tooke them vp) But aboue alt good maifter Be- 
SAUNT remember God, quoth (he, and if there be ought that 
concerneth thefe little ones in your confcience, cloake not 
in that behalfe, for God who gaue them me, will not fuffer 
their innocencie to be vnreuenged. 

Maifter BesaUNT fore incenfed with thefe words, and fuf- 
pftious leaft his councell (hould be difclofed, by the broken 
and fcattered papers : at firfte by fmoothe fpe^ches, began to 
perfuade hir, to reftore him them ; but when reafon and in- 
treatie inioyed no place (for the more he moued hir, the more 
ihe fufpcftcd) he began to vfe violence. When as the poore 
children feeing their mother iniured beyond meafure, cried 
for helps for hir, whom motherlie care had animated alrea- 
die, euen to the triall of death, rather than to leaue hir pa- 
pers. 

The noife in the houfe, and the crie of the children, cal- 
led in the neighbors, whoe feeing ROBERT BESAUNT, a man of 
fuch reputation as he was held : not daring to inforce, began 
to intreat his forbearance : who dreading his owne difcredit 
beyond meafure, left hir for that time, puffing, fweating, 
and fwearing, that he would be reucnged on hir, whoe had 
in this fort wrought his difcontent : to be fhort, he newer de- 
lifted, till fhe were imprifoned, vowing neuer to graunt hir 
Hbertie, till fuche time as the reftored to him the tome wri- 
tings. 

The miferable Widdowe in this peck of troubles, gathe- 
ring a verie confident boldnefle vnto hir, denied the reftitu- 
tion. And finallie, after the councell of fome poore Citti- 
zens, put vppe a fupplication or a fupplantation (as the fil- 
lier fort of people called it) vnto William with the longe 
beard, prefenting bim likewtfe with the broken and tome 
peeces of paper, neuer ceafing in moft humble and pittifull 
manner, to intreat a mercifull and tender companion, to- 
wardes the reliefe of hir felfe and hir poore children. Willi- 
am that pretermitted no occafion whereby he might insinu- 
ate himfelfe amongeft the poorer fort, and winne the credit 
B of 
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of a good Iuftker at his princes handes, began to examine 
euerie circumftance, and to leauc no meane vnfought, wher 
by he might get himfelfe glorie, and doo the poore widdowe 
good. 

Firft therefore, he ioyned the papers, and conferred the 
manner of the iniurie with the other circumftances, and at 
laft he euidentlie found, and therewithal! certified others, 
that thefe torne papers, was the bill of debt for forty marks. 
Finallie, comparing the eftate of the poore man with that 
of BESAUNTS,the time the money had beene in the defendants 
hands, and the corrupt intention of the riche man, whoe by 
renting the bill, thought to race out the remembrance of his 
due debt, he called him before him, charging the officiall to 
bring the widdow and hir children before him in open fefli- 
ons: where after long debating, and trouble on both fides, 
Besaunt Handing on his credit, the widdow on hir innocen- 
cie: William willing to catch the cat with his owne clawe, 
began thus. M aider BESAUNT, you are called into iuftice, 
not that we fufpccT; your honeftie, or detract from your efti- 
mate, but for this caufe are you called : that if you will be 
depofed, that all allegations which may be alledged againft 
you by this widdow are falfe, you may fee hir punifhed, and 
iuftice executed. Besaunt little fuf peeling the fnare that was 
laide, and the fubtiltie intended, began with huge oathes to 
proteft, that he neither flood any waie indebted to the poore 
Cobler latelie deceafed: neither was in any fort liable to 
the falfe fuggeftions of the widdowe. William perceiuing 
euidentlie the vngodlie intent of the man to defraud, and 
how gratious a deed he fhould doo, to fpeak in the innocents 
defenfe : Firft commanded Besaunts Oath to be taken, and 
after that rowfing himfelfe in a maiefticall manner, he be- 
gan thus. 

I Ke well my countreymen, that iuftice had n£ed of a pa- 
tron, when thofe that fhould maintaine hir, feeke to maime 
hir: Ah what a world liue we in, when truft fliall be bctraid : 
when fimplicitie, fliall be vndermined with fubtletie: and 
pouertie ouertopped by power. Behold faith hee, my con- 
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treymen (and therewithall be caufed the two children to bee 
placed by him) two harmeleffc infants: for whom the poore 
father laboured in his life time, both left to begge after his 
death. Alas that corruption fhould blind Judgement fo farr 
that where we ought in charitie to fuccour thefe, men make 
no confcience to fupplant them. The Cedar though a tall 
tree, lets the little flirub profper vnder him: the Eglantine 
flourifheth by the Oake: the Goldfinch feedeth by the Grif- 
fin: but the prouerbe is true among vs nowadaies. 

Homo Itomini Demon. 
We Hue as we fhould know no lack, we flourifhe as if we 
feare no fall, we purchafe as if life could not perifli : to win 
the world we make fhipwracke of our foules : and in fuche a 
world where corruptions are fo rife, iufticc muft not fleepe: 
for if it fhould, the weake fhould to the walles, and the peny 
father by his power, fhould ouerprefTe the penilefTe in their 
pouerties. Now therefore countreymen giue eare, and hea 
ring, pittie: and pittieng, patronize thefe poore foules. This 
Besaunt wrongeth them, making his credit the countenance 
of his craft, and his goods the coulour of his vngodlinefTe: 
behold his hand writing, wherein he thinking to extinguish 
the memorie of his debt, hath renewed the meanes of his 
owne deftru&ion, (which faid, he publikelie fhewed the pa- 
pers) and after that turning him to M. BESAUNT, he expostu- 
lated thus; Well fir, mice your corruption is found out, and 
your vngodlie oathes haue doubled your offence, by that au- 
thorise which I haue receiued from his maiefty: I condemn 
you to pay the fumme of fortie marks with the vfe thereof, 
for ten yeares, vnto this widdow and hir children: next, for 
your periurie, wherein you haue offended God efpeciallie, 
and next your countrey: I adiudge you to paie, in waie of a 
fine to his Maieftie, two hundreth poundes fterling: adui- 
fing you hereafter, to vfe your confcience more vprightlie, 
and to deale by the poorer fort more iuftlie. 

BESAUNT who highlie flood on his reputation, was fo ama- 
zed at his fo fudden conuiftion before the affcmblie of the ci- 
tie, that he knew not what to fay: his owne hand he couidc 
B 2 not 



y Google 



The life and death 

not denie, and if he fhould, there were fome in the companie 
well acquainted therewith. To be adiudged thus of by his 
inferiour {as he thought) it was no fmall difgrace: for which 
caufe, fmothering vnder faire lookes his falfe hart, he appe- 
led to the king and his Councell : alluring William that he 
would not be difcredited in that fort, and that it fhoulde coll 
him a thoufand pounds, but he would be reuenged. With 
thefe and fuch like fpeeches, the court brake vp, the widdow & 
the children were difmiffed with giftes, and William with a 
thoufand Cittizens at his taile, was with great triumphe 
conuaied to his lodging. But Eesaunt for all his braues, 
was committed, and enforced to pay the penaltie, yea fo did 
William worke with the king and his councell, as had not 
this corrupt marchant with great fommes got himfelf trie, 
no doubt he had beene brought within the compas of a Pre- 
munire, fuch fubtill fuggeftions had William practifed a- 
gainft him. 

Hoiv William with the long beard behaued himfelf e tawardes 
the Courtiers, and of his hue to his faire Lemman Maude- 
line. 

(hauiug by this means infinu- 
mfelfe into the fauour of the 
id by that reafon brought the 
i in feare of him) like the vn- 
childe, whoe hauing an inche, 
an elle: began to prefume a- 
e latchet (as the prouerbe is) 
_ light by all men, animating 
the bafer fort againft the better : fo that the Nobilitie put vp 
much iniurie at his hands, the clergie were badlie vfed by 
him, and the officers of the cittie highb'e offended. The earle 
of Durham then Chancellor and bifhop, taking the parte of 
a chapleine of his, who was iniuried by a meane and mecha- 
nicall townefman, was braued by him in Cheape fide, bea- 
ten of his horffe, and had not the Batlifes of the cittie refcued 
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him, the common fpeeches went, he would neucr haue cour- 
ted it more. A gentleman in court at another time, vpbrai- 
ding William of his bafe eftate and birth, told him that the 
word haire in his beard, was a better gentleman than hee 
was: for which caufe William mightilie agreeued,and wat- 
ching opportunitie of reuenge, at la ft incountred him braue 
lie, mounted on his foot cloth in Friday ftriet, where taking 
him forceably from his horfle, he carried him into a Bar- 
bers wop, and caufed both his beard and head to be fhaued 
clofe, pleafantlie gibing at htm in this fort 

Gallant, now haue I cut of the whole traine of of the 
beft gentlemen, you durft compare with me the laft daie, 
and if hereafter you bridle not your toong, (as bafe a Gen- 
tleman as you make me. He haue you by the eares. The 
king informed heereof, grew highlie offended, but William 
who wanted neither money, friends, nor eloquence, fo orde- 
red the matter, as his maligners might barke, but not bite 
him. But for that all his minde was planted on ambition, 
and his greateft feare was, lead by ouer forward thrufting 
himfclfe into ftate, his cloaked afpiring fhoulde be difcoue- 
red, he began for a while to leaue the court, to intend onelie 
the caufes of the poore, and complot thofe meanes, whereby 
labouring for mightines without fufpeft, he might attaine 
the fame without counterchecks ; and firft to make ihewe 
how much his mind was altred from high climing, he craf- 
tilie pretended a new conceited loue, and but pretending it 
at firite, at lafte was enforced to practjfe it, and thus it fell 
out 

An honeft and well difpofed Merchant of London, had by 
bis wife a faire and amiable yoong mayden to bis daughter, 
being the onely hope of his age, and the fruit of his corage: 
This louelie Mawdelin (as the letter ftarrcs are in refpeft of 
thefunne,or MERCURlEin regardeof the Orbe of Venus) a- 
mongft our London damofels, was the A perfe for beautie, 
and the parragon of perfections, hir looks full of quickening 
puritie, were able to animate loue in Marbel, nature could 
doo no more but wonder at hir owne handiworke ; & art had 
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nought but fhadowes, in refpe£t of fuch a f ubftance. Al eies 
that beheld hir wondred, all pens that praifed hir were quic- 
kened by hir excellence. To be fhort, hir leaft worth was of 
fo great confequence, as the beft writer might be abafhed, 
to conceit or imagine them: with this faire damofell Willi- 
am Long beard tramqued his fancies, fummoning hir yiel- 
ding affections, with fo manie earneft futes and feruices, 
that he at laft conquered that fort, wherein fancie himfelfe 
tooke delight to tyranize: and as the let drawcth Amber, 
the Load ftone the Steele of the compaffe, fo hir beautie af- 
faulted his fences, that all of them had no power of their of- 
fices, but were fatalh'e aftigned to fubfcibe to hir forceries. 
And whereas authoritie and countenance are wrefted, the 
bulwarke of chaftitie (though otherwife impregnable) is of- ' 
tentimes impugned, and not onelye aflaulted, but at lafte 
fubdued : WILLIAM by his friends and followers fo wrought, 
that what by his friends and faire words, he won hir for his 
Lemmon, fparing no coft to trick hir out in brauerie, to the 
end he might by that meanes, giue a foile and glaffe to her 
beawtie. This Maudelin thus compafied, hir paramour be- 
gan to pranke it in the braueft fafhion, wrefting his wits to 
make an idoll of hir worth: whofe amorous paflions, fince 
they are of fome regard, I haue heer fet downe for the court- 
lieft eare to cenfure of. 

Amidjl the maze of dif contented mind, 

The royall trophey of toy-breeding lout, 

A happy holde and rejling place did find, 

Within that breft which earfi eartkes hel didproue. 

Sittce when my long-enfeebled eies haue reard. 
Their drooping fight to gaze vpon thefunne, 
Since when my thoughts in written lines appeard, 
Reiqycing at that Palme my faith had wunne. 

Ennobled thus, by that thrice-nobUd pajfion, 
Which hath the power all worldly cares to banijh, 
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1 file fweet-feeming latres offalfe occafion, 
And let at thoughts but loue-fweet vade 6V vanijk. 

The fruits I reap* in/pight of Fortune froward, 
Makes mefuppofe no torment too vntoward. 

Another he made vpon this o«fcafion. MAUDELIN his mi- 
ftreffe had a faire Iewell, wherein the tw.oe CUPIDS of Ana- 
creon were painted, wraftling the one with the other, with 
this Motto Pro pal-ma, for which caufe he wrote this fonnet, 
and prefented hir therewith. 

Ye brains-begotten dieties agree you, 
Nurjl by tranfparant ckriftall of chaji eies, 
Leaftjhe that gaue you life on fudden fee you, 
And frowning kilyou both who caufdeyou rife. 

From hir you cameyong Cupids from no other, 
And but for her if enuious you Jhal wrqftle, 
I fear e you both wil lofe a lonely mother, 
Hir brow your bower, hir bofome is your caftle. 

There gree you both, there both togither go you. 
And fuck the Aprill ritches of hir breft, 
Then I who long haueferued and hue tofhewyou 
How much I loue the bofome where you reft. 

Will come and kiffie and blejfe you little wantons, 
And feed you kindly wantons if you want once. 
Another in refpect of the occafion, I could not find in my 
hart to forget, for being at fupper once in hir companie, 
where were manie that difcourfed of loue, (hewing all the 
idolatrie of their pens, in exemplifieng that vnchaft deitic, 
he at lalt when the table was taken vp, remembring him of 
a fonnet in an ancient French Poet, on fudden wrote this 
imitation. 

Asfoone as thou dooftfee the Winter clad in colde, 
Within September on the Eaues in fundry formes to fold, 
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Sweet Swallow farre tkou-fiieft till to our natiue clime, 

In plea/ant Aprill Phoebus rates returns the /wetter time. 

But Loue no day forfakes the place whereas I reft, 

But entry hours Hues in mine ties and in my hart dooth neft. 

Each minute I am thrall and in my wound ed hart, 

He builds his neqft, he laies his egges, and thence wil neuerpart 

Already one hath wings, /oft downs the other dads, 

This breakes the skin, this newly flegd about my bo/ome gads. 

The one hath broke tht/hel, the other /bares on hie, 

This newly laid, that quickly dead, before the dam come nie. 

Both day and night I hears the final ones haw they crie, 

Calling for food who by the great are fed for feare they die. 

All wax and grow to proof e and euery yeare doo lay 

A feeond neajl, and fit and hatch the caufe of my decay. 

Ah Maudlins what reliefe haue I for to remoue 

The/e crooked cares that thuspur/ue my hart in harboring loue. 

But helpeleffe of reliefe fince I by care am/lung, 

To wound my hart thereby toflaie both mother and hiryong. 

At another time, being abfent from his miftreffe, by rea- 
fon that he had a poore mans caufe in Efiex to be heard, he 
wrote this briefe fancie to hir, after the manner of the Ita- 
lian rimes. 

Oh /aire of faireft Dolphin like, 

within the riuers of my plaint, 

With labouring finnes the waue I /hike 

who/e/louds are honored by my faint. 

Withouten hart or gall I/pring, 
And/wim to heave thee fweetly fing, 
All like tksfijk when natures art 
Hath reft of hate and tender hart. 

And in thefeafor loue I burns, 
As for Arion did thefijh, 
At euerie note I skip & turns; 
I harks, Iprat/e, I like, I wifh. 
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But out alas with better chaunce 
The friendly fijh did him aduance. 

He bare Arion on his back 

Where I thyfweet imbracements lack. 

Thefe other twoe for their fhortneffe and ftrangenefFe, I 
could not finde in my hart to pretermit, knowing that the 
better fort, that are priuie to the imitation and method, will 
haue their due eftimate. 

My miftrejfe wkenjht goes 
To pull the pink and rofe, 
Along the riuer bounds 
And trippeth on the grounds 
And runnesfrom rocks to rocks 
With louely Scattered locks 
Whilft amorous wind doth play 
With hairesfo golden gay 
The water waxeth cleere 
Thefijhes draw hir neere 
The Sirens Jing hirprai/e 
Sweet flowers perfume hir waies 
And Neptune glad andfaine 
Yeelds vp to hir his raigne. 

Another. 

When I admire the rofe 

That nature makes repofe 
In you the beft of many 
Morefaire and bleji than any 
And fee how curious art 
Hath decked euery part 
I tkinke with doubtfull vieu 

Whether you be the rofe, or the rofe is you. 

An Ode he wrote amongft the reft I dare not forget, in 

that the Foefie is appertinent to this time, and hath no leffe 
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life in it than thole of the ancient, & the rather becaufe here- 
by the learned may fee, how euen in thofe daies, Poecy had 
hir impugners, and induftrie could not be free from detrac- 
tion. 

His Oade. 

Since that I muft repofe 

Beyond th' infernal Lake, 

What voiles me to comfofe 

As many verfes as Homer did make? 

Choice numbers cannot keepe 

Me from my pointed graue. 

But after lofting fleepe 

The doomb of dreadful iudge I needs muft haue. 

I put the cafe my verfe. 
In lieu of all mypaine, 
Tenyeares my praife rehearfe 
Orfomewhat longer time fome glorie gaine. 

What wants there to confume 

Or take my lines from tight, 

But flame orfieriefume 

Or tkreatning noice of war or oloudy fight? 

Excell I Anacrion 

Steficores, Simonides, 

Antimachus or Bion, 

Philetes, or the graue Bacchilides? 

All thefe though Greekes they were 

And vfde that fluent toong, 

In courfe of many ayeare 

Their workes are loft and haue no biding long. 

Then I who want witsfap, 
And write but baftard rime, 
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May I expecl the hap. 

That my endeuors may ore-come the time? 

No, no: tis/arre more meet 

To follow Marchants life, 

Or at the bulges feet 

To fell my toongfor bribes to maintaine flrife. 

Then haunt the idle traine 

Ofpoore Calliope, 

Which leauesfor hunger flaine, 

The choiceji men that kir attendants be: 

Thefe and fuch like fruits of his fancie, may fufficientlic 
teftifie vnto you, both the high fpirite and deepe inuention of 
this craftie Citizen, who flouriihing thus in the verie ful- 
nefle of loues ioy, and reuelling in the chiefeft pallaces of 
pleafure, at laft recalled to mind, the ambitious defires that 
were wont to accompanie him, which hauing the nature of 
fire (which no fooner catcheth hold of drie matter but prefent- 
lie it confumeth it) from a light fmoke at laft fell to fo huge a 
name, that himfelfe was confounded therewith, and all his 
hopes made fruftrate: and thus it fell out 

The kings Maieftie hearing of his continual aflemblies, 
and comparing his purpofes with his practife, began vnder 
no fmall grounds to conceiue his curfled intention: for con- 
ftdering with himfelfe the manner of his life, the bulinefle 
of his brainc, the tiling eloquence of his toong, and the migh- 
tJnclTc of his mind; he imagined (as afterward it fell out) 
that fo great meanes of quick and capeable fiiell; would at 
laft breake out to an vnquenchable flame: wherevpon the K. 
with confiderate iudgement called him to court, comman- 
ding him to ceafe his difordered aflemblies, leaft in feeking 
to exterminate the injuries of the rich, he fhuld reuiue the in 
folence of the poore. For (faid he) William, whoe teeth not 
whereto thefe routes tend? whoe thinketh not that riot will 
follow them? The labouring men that were kept from in- 
C 2 nouations 



, Google 



The life and death 
nouations by their worke, are now capable of all chang and 
nouelties in their idleneffe: In liuing as they doo, they ra- 
ther are drawne to deteft labor, then to follow it : wherthrugh 
the offices and mechanicall crafts in the cittie doo ceafe, and 
by the omilTion of induftrierifeth, the pretermifllon of du- 
tie. For this caufe, as you haue care of my loue, incite them 
not to too much Hbertie. Further them what you may, if they 
be wronged : but let not iufticc be a coulour to winne them 
to wickednes. With thefe, or fuch like admonitions kinge 
Richard attempted him, and fo wrought him, that for a while 
the commotions and motiues of trouble were laide apart, fo 
that he walked London ftreets with leffer troops, and wholie 
adifted himfelfe to play with his faire MAUDELINE, whofe vn- 
chaft life was a bi-word in the cittie. 

How William with the long beard Jlevi Arthur Brown, who 
decerned Aim of its Maudline. 

BHilft William was conuerfent in the affaires of 
Iftate, intending euerie waie to inlarge his own 
Rpower, and attending daielie vppon the kinges 
Ipleafure ; it fortuned, that one Arthur Browne, 
furthered by his youth, and fitted by occation, fell in with 
Maudline, Willams wanton concubine: and hauing welth 
fufficient, and wit no leffe fubtill, he fo craftilie handled the 
caufe, that he won the yoong woman to ftoope to a feconde 
lure, and to accept his loue. Manie and often times had they 
entercourfe, fo that at laft the rumor palling in euerie place, 
it coulde not choofe but light at lafte in Williams hearing: 
who moued beyond meafure to fee himfelfe outfaced by one, 
who had fo long time beene feared by all, he frowningly pre- 
pared reuenge, refoluing with himfelfe that no means were 
too meane, to giue a tragicall fauce to his corrupt meaning. 
Wherevpon, breaking his mind with certaine of his facti- 
on, he agreed to watch an oportunitie to reuenge impietie : 
and for that caufe watching verie craftilie when Arthur his 
riuall fhould repaire vnto his lawlefTe lemman, be at lafte 
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iurprifed and encountred him, and caufing Tome of his train 
to muffle him in his cloake, and to ftopp his mouth for feare 
of crieng, he ftabbed him with a dagger in dtuers places, 
and in the laft wound left the fame flicking, fattening the 
poore caitifes owne hande with his owne dagger, which he 
had purpofelic (to auoid all meanes of fufpition, and to raife 
an opinion that he had murthered himfelfe) iheathed in AR- 
THURS owne bodie. This doone, he departed vnefpied and vn- 
fufpe&ed : and the bodie being founde, according to the cen- 
fure and verdicl of the Iurie which behelde the fame, was 
thruft tliorowe with a (take, and fo buried as if he had beene 
guiltie of his owne murther. William thus deliuered of a 
fupplanter of his pleafurc after fomc vnkindnefle pad and 
calmed betweene him and his Maudline) finallie fell to an 
accord, accufloming hir as he was wont, vnder promife of 
more conftancie in affe&ion, and to the intent fhe ihould re- 
member hir of the iniuries offered, he wrot this with a poin 
ted Diamond in hir glaffe. 

Thinkt what I fuffrtd (wanton) through thy wildeneffe, 
When traitor to my faith thy lofenejfe led thee: 
Thinke how my moodie wrath was turnde to mildnejfe 
When I bad bejlyet bafer groomes did bed tint, 

Thinke that thejlaine ofbewtie then is flamed, 
When lewd defires doo alienate the hart: 
Thinke that the hue which will not be contained, 
At lajt will grow to hate infpight of art. 

Thinke that thofe wanton lookes will Itaue their wrinkles, 
And but by faith aide age can merit nothing, 
When time thy pale with purple ouer-Jprinkles, 
Faith is thy beft, thy beautie is a woe thing. 

In youth be true, and then in age refolue thee, 

Friends wit befriends, till time with them diffolue thee. 

But leauing thefe his effeminate follies of youth, wherin he 

fo vngratiouflie pafied his time, let vs draw to the confide- 
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ration of his traitorous practifes, and nnallic, as the fruits 
of fuch fmifter follies conclude with his tragicall end. After 
he had for a time, vntill the princes minde were otherwlfo 
withdrawne with more waightie matters, ceafed both his 
routs and riots; the old ranckled venome of his ambition 
began more freelie to breake forth, fo that what before tune 
he colored vnder confrience, now at lalt he manifested with 
audacious confidence: The mightie in court that maligned 
him, be ouercnaltered by his attendants, fwafhing out in 
open ftreats vppon euerie light occafion : for himfelfe, hee 
thought no man fufficient to fupprefie him, nor of fufficien- 
cie to braue him: for at a beck, Coblers, Tinkers, tailors, 
and all fortes of the hare-brainde multitude attended him, 
fought for him, fupported him, and made him Lorde of their 
factions: where-through, the better forts neither were Lords 
of themfelues, neither commanders of their ownc liuelie- 
hoods. From fome he extorted wealth by corrupt witneffes, 
(paring no meanes to Enrich his followers, by racking and 
wrefting the kinges authoritie : and no fooner did he heare 
that the kingc had giuen order to his councell to fenfure on 
his bad demeanors, but gathering to himfelfe a huge multi- 
tude, he openlie vfed this difcourfe vnto them, beginning 
his exhortation with this place of Scripture: 

Haurietts aquas iu gaudio de fontibus faluatoris 
Which is as much to fay, as, You Jkal drawe waters with 
loy out of the fountatnes of our Sauiour. For, quoth he, my 
worthic and faithfull friends, whoe haue more courage than 
coine, and abilitie in armes then poffibilities of wealth, I 
am the fauiour of you that are poore, and the foueraigne of 
fuch as are penilefle: you that haue affaied the hard hand of 
the rich, (hall be fuccoured by the happie hande of the righte- 
ous. 

Now therefore draw your happie fountaines of councell 
out of my words, and turne the troubles you haue, to allu- 
red triumphs: for the daies of your visitation is at hande. 
I fliall depart waters from waters; I mean, the proud from 
the poore, the mercileue from the mercifull, the good from the 
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euill, and the light from the darkeneffe. I will oppofc my 
felfe againft all dangers, to preuent your domage; and loofe 
my life, but you fhall haue liuing. Be confident therefore 
and bolde : for fuch as haue courage, are fildome conquered. 
Let the greateft vpbraid, they fhall not bite: we haue wea- 
pons to withftand, as well as wordes to perfwade : we are 
as couragious as our enimies are craftie. Stick therefore 
vnto me, who will ftriue for you : let me be fuppreft, you are 
fubdued: let me flourifh, you are fortunate: but if fmifter 
chance threaten; whie, AUa iafta eft: 

vnafaltts vtfHs nuUam fperare falutem 
Thus dailie and hourelie animated he the ill minded forte: 
and although the king did oftentimes fummon him, and by 
letters difuaded him from his ill demeanour: yet was hee 
enforced to vfe violence ; or otherwife, that ftripe which at 
firft feemed to be but a fillip, would at laft haue growne vn- 
to a Fiftula. For which caufe, Hubert then Bifliop of Can- 
Urburie foundlie refoluing in his thoughts, that forbearance 
would be the meanes of further mifchiefe, by the aduife of 
others of the Priuie councell, called him in queftion, fum- 
moning him againft an appointed day, to come and yeelde a 
reafon of thofe his factious tumults. 

William, that faw the iron readie to wax hot, and the ham- 
mers readie to ftrike, began to remember himfelfe; and his 
guiltie confcience (which as the wife man faieth, is a hun- 
dreth witnefles) would not fuffer him to walk with fo great 
-confidence, yet leaft feare (hould be fufpected in him, whofe 
good fortunes and life wholie depended on his courage, hee 
oftentimes lookt abroad, but attended by fuch a band of bafe 
companions, as If it had beene the proude Changuis leading 
his legions of Tartars thorow Europe. But when the day of 
his appearance came, he was backt with fuch a number of 
mechanicall rebels, that Hubert in ftead of attempting him 
with vpbraids, was faine to temper him with flattering 
perfuafions: yea the ftouteft councellor, though neuer fo 
confiderate, were faine to intreat him, whom they had re- 
folued to threaten and imprifon. WILLIAM feeing them abafht, 
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waxed bold, and in thefe wordds faluted them: Honorable 
Fathers and graue Councilors, according to your Honou- 
rable fummons, and the dutie of a fubiecl, I prefent my felf 
before you, attended in this fort as you fte, not to violate 
lawes by lewd infurre&ions, but both to prefent my ferutce 
to my Prince and your Honors, and to drawe my friendes 
and wel willers to that dutie, wherevnto in foule I am de- 
uoted to this ftate. If therefore you haue ought to command 
me, or if my feruices in times part be any waie fnfpected ; I 
(land readie to fatiffie you in the one, or anfwre to the other. 
HUBERT, that knew well that foft drops in time, pierce harde 
ftones, and that the Diamond though not tainted by the 
hammer, is tempered in ftrong vineger, began to coulour 
where he might not command, and flatter where he coulde 
not inforce; and thus he faid: 

Being aflured, William, that good fubiefts tied by no 
bountie to their prince, yet yeelde him all obferuance, wee 
cannot perfuade our felues that you, who haue b£ene autho- 
rifed by your prince to counterchecke iniuftice, will be the 
pattern of injurious infolence: for which caufe we haue cal- 
led you, not as condemnors of your faith, but commenders 
of your forwardncfle: neither haue we fo bad an opinlnon 
of thefe good men that follow you, that either they would be 
drawne to violate iuftice, or you could be induced to violate 
and al ter their honeft and chriftJanlike duties. Our onelie 
requeft to you in the kings behalfe, is to cafe off this Lordlie 
traine, and fuffer thefe poore men to follow their profeftions, 
leaft being vnawares aflafled by want, they fhall at lafte 
defparatelie attempt wickednes. As for thefe good fellows 
who in their lookes promife no lofeneffe, I befeech them in 
his Maiefties name to keepe their houfes, promifing them 
in generall, that if any one of them be wronged, they fhall 
haue remedie. Nay, we will haue remedie in fpight of you, 
faid they, as long as William lines. And this faid, without 
all reuerence they departed the place, carrieng with them 
their captaine commander, fcoffing at the fainthartednes 
of the Archbifhop: for full well was he aflured, that greater 

feueritie 



, Google 



of William Long beard. 

feueritie was concluded vpon, then he there would insinu- 
ate: for which caufe he contiimallie flood on his guard, fpoi- 
ling all fuch men as hee thought abettors of the Bu- 
fhop. 

The Bailifes of London, according to their authoritie, 
feeing matters were growne to fuch extremitie, kept dili- 
gent and ftrong watch, drawing feme of the commons from 
him by faire words, and fome by guifts: This notwithstand- 
ing, William was neucr vnattended. The Councell, who 
euerie waies were vigilant to roote out this viper from the 
common weale, what they could not by proues, they aduen- 
tured by pollide, animating diuers valiant men with huge 
promifes to marke his manners, and when the occafion was 
offered, to apprehend him at fuch time as he little fufpe&ed. 
But long was it yer they either could finde oportunitie, or 
catch the Foxe in his forme: yet at laft, when he leaft fufpec- 
ted, they caught him tardee in Breadflreat, attended onlie 
by ten or twelue; at which time, they drawing their fwordes 
affailed him valiantlie. 

But he, who in all conflicts of Fortune was both confi- 
dent and couragious, firft animated his retinue to the fight, 
and after that wrefting himfelfe by maine force out of their 
hands, he tooke him to flight towards the hart of the Cittie, 
and ratine into Cheapfide. They who were bufied againft his 
poore followers feeing him fled, gaue ouer light, and earneft 
lie purfued him. By this time, the cittie was in an vprore: 
the poorer fort laboured to refcue William: the Bailifs with 
the belt Cittizens armed them to back the kings officers: fo 
that the cittie was altogither vp in armes. William long 
beard feeing himfelfe hotlie purfued, and knowing no mean 
to efcape, ftept to a poore Carpenter who ftaid in Cheape for 
worke, and taking his Axe from him, defperatlie aflailed his 
purfuers, and with his owne hands valiantlie flue fome of 
them : but when he perceiued the factions of his enimies to 
be great, and his friends wel nigh tired, he betooke himfelfe 
at laft into Bow church, not for his fanctuarie, but for a bul- 
warke of bis fafetie. 
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Thither repaired all the poore commons, fome with bats, 
fome with fpittes, and fuch weapons as they had, drilling a- 
waie all the kings officers in defpight of their friendes, and 
determining with themfelues rather to dy than to lofe their 
WILLIAM Long beard, amongft the reft Maudline his mini- 
on knowing that his wracke was htr mine, came vnto him 
where weeping mild teares from hir tmmodeft eies, fhee fo 
mollified his marbell heart, that (as fome tefKfie) he was 
more moued therewith, then with the threats and terrors of 
his greateft enimies: but fee impietie where it preuaileth, 
how it worketh ? That church which was facred to praiers, 
was now made a den of rebels: thofe places which were re- 
ferued to holie vfes, were now foiled with diihoneft abufes : 
where before our Ladie was praied to, lewdneffe was plaid 
withall. But to bring thefe caufes to their Catajlopke, fuf- 
ficeth it that darknes for this time ended the difcention, and 
the comming on of the night, wrought alfo the conclusion 
of the fight 

How William with the long beard after long trouble was taken 
by the kings officers, and executed for his mifdemeanors. 

p O fooner gan the howers draw forth the bru- 
f niflit chariot of the fun, and the ftar that beau 
Jl tineth the mominges breake, (hut vppe her 
jbeames in the bowels of the hidden Hemif- 
bPhere, but RICHARD and his councell aflertai- 
* ned of that which was happened, comanded 
the Bailifes of the citie by exprefle letters to ferret him out 
of his hole, and ceafe the tumultes, by their authorities, for 
which caufe, the Bailifes attended by a bolde troope of men 
in harnefle came into Cheape. The eldeft of whom, being 
called GERARDDEANTILOCHE4»andledhimfelfewithfuchgra- 
nitie, and vfed fo effectuall perfuafions, that the commons 
for the moil part withdrew them to their owne houfes, and 
after aflurance of pardon from his Maieftie, betooke them 
to their labour. As for the reft in the Church, when neyther 
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perflations could allure them, nor threats intenerate their 
harts, the Bailifes fell to armes, and for the fpace of foure 
houres continued a bloudie and defperate fight But when 
they pcrceiued the Traitors were defperate, and the Church 
was fufficientlie ftrong to keep them out: they at laft found 
out this worthie pollicie. 

They caufed fome chiefe men to bring them great ftore of 
ftraw, which they tiered in diuers parts about the Church, & 
in euerie corner whereas the wind might worke the fmoake 
anie entrance, which fo fmothered and ftifeled them in the 
Church, that they were all of them for the libertie of a fhorte 
time of life, to fubmit themfelues to the Judgement of fuc- 
ce>ding death. Herevpon, after manie wofull plaints pow- 
red out on euerie fide by William, his Maudline, and other 
malefactors, they were all inforced to leaue the church, and 
fubmit themfelues to the hands of the Bailifes, who accor- 
ding to the kings command, picking out William with nine 
other his confederats, committed them vnto warde for that 
time, difmiuuig the reft vnder the kings general! pardon: 
whoe certified hereof, was not a little folaced. For which 
caufe, he fent fome of his Councel and Iudges the next day 
who afcending the judgment feat, called forth William with 
the Long beard with his confederates, arraigning them of 
high treafon againft God, the king and countrey. 

Among all the reft, William fhewed himfelfe molt confi- 
dent: for neither did the taunts of the Iudges extennuate 
his courage; neither could the bonds he was laden withall 
abalh him any waies, but that with a manlie looke and inti- 
cing eloquence, he thus attempted the iuftkes. You lords 
and Honorable Iudges, though I knowe it a hard thing to 
ftriue againft the obftinate, or to extort pittie there, where 
all companion is extinguiihed: yet will I fpeake, Wing the 
officer of nature to worke you, although I know I fhall not 
win you. I am here called and indighted before you for hie 
treafon, a hainous crime I confefTe it, and worthie punifhe- 
ment, I denie it not; but may it pleafe you with patience 
to examine circumftances: I haue imboldened the poorer 
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fort to innovation, to right for libertie to impugne the rich; 
a matter in the common weales of Grace highlie com- 
mended: but heere accounted factious, and whie? there fub- 
iefts made kings, here kings mailter fubiectes : and why not 
fay you, and whie not think I ? yet am I faultie vnder a good 
prefldent, and the ambition which hath intangled mce, hath 
not beene without his profit To offend of obftinate will, 
were brutifh : but vnder fome limits of reafon to defaulte, 
can you (my Lords) but thinke it pardonable? I haue rai- 
fed one or two auembties, and what of this? peace was not 
broken, onely my fafetie was allured : and were it that the 
Law had beene iniured, might not the righting of a hundred 
poore mens caufes, merit pardon for two vnlawfull affem- 
blies? But you will faie, I haue animated fubiecls againft 
their prince. I conf'effe it, but vnder a milder title; I haue 
councelled them to compafle libertie, which (if nature might 
be equall iudge betweene vs) I knowe mould not be fo hai- 
nouflie mifconftred. 

For my laft tumult, I did nothing but in mine owne de- 
fence: and what is lawfull, if it be not permitted vs, Vim. vi 
repellere? But whie pleade I excufes, knowing the lawes of 
this Realme admit no one of my conftru&ions? If it be re- 
folued I mult die, doo me this fauour my Lords, to protract 
no time : execute your iuftice on my bodie, and let it not pine 
long time in feare thorowe fuppofall of extreames. For my 
foule, fmce it is deriued from a more immortall eflence, I 
dare boaft the libertie thereof, knowing that eternitie is pre- 
pared for it, and mercie may attend it But for thefe poore 
ones who haue defaulted thorough no malice, but haue Wen 
milled through vaine fuggeftions, howe gratious a deede 
fhould yourhonnors do, to exemplifie your mercie on them? 
poore foules, they haue offended in not offending, and but to 
enthrone me, haue ouerthrowne themfelues : for which caufe, 
if consideration of innocent guiltines, & guiltie innocence 
may any waies moue you, grant them life, and let me folie 
enact the tragedie, who am confirmed againft all Fortunes 
tyrannies. 

Thefe 
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"Thefe latter words were deliuered with fo great vehemen- 
cie of fpirit, and attended with fo quickening motions and 
actions of the bodie, that euerie one pittied that fo rare ver- 
tues fhould be rauifhed by vntimelie death, or accuftomed 
with fo manie vngodlie praftifes. The Iudges, whoe were 
Socratical in all their fpeeches, fhewing their Rhetorique in 
their vpright Judgements, not quaint difcourfes; after the 
examinations, indictments, verdicts of the Iurie, and fuche 
like, at lad gaue finall and fatall iudgement: That William 
with the long beard with his confederates, fhould the nexte 
daie be hanged drawne and quartered: and fo, after fome 
other worthie exhortations to the people to mainteine peace, 
and that they fhould fhew themfelues more dutiful), and af- 
ter thanks to the Bailifes and good cittizen for their faithful 
and good feruice to his Maieflie, the afTemblie broke vp, and 
the prifoners till the next daye were committed to the dun- 
geon. 

No fooner was the gaie miftrefle of the dak- break prepa- 
red in hir rofeat coatch, powdering the heauens with pur- 
ple, but the Bailifes repaired to the prifon, leading foorthe 
William and thofe his other confederates to their execution. 
Then flocked about them diuers forts of people, fome to fee 
thofe who were fo much fearched after: others to lament him 
whom they had fo loued ; at lafte arriued at the place where 
they fhould tinifh their daies, &all ftood to behold e their death. 
WILLIAM, as principall in his life time of feditious practife, 
was to enact the firft and fatall part in the tragedie : for which 
caufe boldlie climing vp the ladder, and hauing the rope fit- 
lie caft about his neck, after fome priuate praiers, he fpake 
after this manner vnto the people: My good countreymen, 
you are repaired hither to fee a forie fpeftacle, to beholde the 
follie of life paid with the fruits of death, to marke how fini- 
fter treafons, ende with condigne torments: if you applie 
what you here fee and beholde to your owne profits, I (hall 
be glad, whoe now euen at this my laft hower, defire rather 
you fliuld reconcile your felues from all wickednes, then be 
difmaied ormoued with my wretchedneffe. 
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Oh my deere friends, I now proteft before God, & vowe 
before men, that mine owne prefumptuous climing hath 
beene the iuft caufe of my confufion : I haue had more defire 
of glorie, then refpeft of God, more regard of dignitie, then 
of dutie, deeming it better to be a famous Traitor, then a 
faithfull and true fubieft. For which my ineftimable finnes 
I crie God hartilie mercie, I befeech his Maieftie to forgiue 
me, and pray you all by your praiers to implore Gods grace 
for me. Neither deferue I death only for the offence I haue 
made the king, but my confcience accufeth me, and I heere 
doo openlie confefle it, that I was he who murthered Antho- 
NIE BROWNE, in that he was a riuall in my molt lewde loue. 
This, this, if nought elfe, my countreymen, fufficeth to con- 
demne me, for this and al I am hartilie forie. My God, I 
repent me from my foule, my God. Which faid, lifting vp 
his eies to heauen, he praied a long time verie vehementlie 
and after manic fruitfull exhortations, finifhed his life to 
the comfort of thofe who wifhed his foules health. The refte 
his confederates after their feuerall confeflions, were fer- 
ued with the fame fauce, and thus ended the troubles with 
their tragedies. 

Their bodies cut downe, were buried by their friends, and 
happie was he among the poorer fort that had any thing to 
inritch the funerall of William Long beard: and notwith- 
standing his confeflion at his death, and diners other evi- 
dences at his condemnation: yet were there diuers, whoe 
after his death held him for a faint, catling out flanderous 
libels againft the Archbifhop, terming him the bloudfucker 
of good men. There were manie fuperftitious women, who 
in their deuotion were wont to pray to him, and after his 
death digged vp the ground about the gallowes tree, affir- 
ming that manie had beetle healed of fundrie fickneffes by 
the touch thereof. All this their idolatrous conftructions at 
firft began by reafon of a prieft, a neere alie to WILLIAM, who 
openlie preached, that by vertue of a chaine wherewith Wil- 
liam was bound, during the time of his itnprifonment, ther 
were diuers men healed of hot feauers, the bloud that fell 
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from him at fuch time as he was quartered, they cleerelie 
(craped vp, leaning nothing that could yedd any memorie 
of him, either vnfought or vngotten: But at laft the Arch- 
bifhop of Canturburie remedied all thefe thinges, who firfte 
accurfed the Prieft that brought vp the fables, and after that 
caufed the place to be watched, where-through fuch idolatrie 
ceafed, and the people were no more feduced. But for that 
William wrote many notable Poems and tranflations in 
the prifon, which if you pcrvfe will notifie vnto you his An- 
gular wit, I baue thought good to fubfcribe them, defiring 
your fauourable cenfure of them. 

William Long beards Epitaph. 

VN timely death and my found fruits of Treafon, 
My lawUffe htft, my murtkers long concealed, 
Hoot jhtpwroci life omids my Aprill feafon, 
Thus couerd things at laft will be reuealed. 

A fkamefttll death my JinfuU life fucceedetk 

A ndfeare of heauenly iudge great terror breedetk. 

My mangled members in this graue included, 
Unite anfwered lawes extreames to my confufion, 
Oh God let not my murthers be obtruded 
Againft myfoule wrongd through my earthes illufion. 
And as the graue my liuelejfe limmes containetk. 
So take myfoule to thee where reft remaineth. 

Thou trauaiier that treadeft on my toombe, 

Remembreth thee of my vntimely fall, 

Preuent the time forethinke what may become, 

See that thy wit be to thy reafon thrall, 

Scorne worlds delights, efteeme vaine honor fmall: 

So maifty* die with fame, where men of confidence foule 
Perifh withfhame and hazard of their joule. 

I haoe herevnto annexed likewife fome other of his fpiri- 
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tuall hymnes and fongs, whereby the vertuous may gather 
how fweet the fruits be of a reconciled and penitent foule. 

TheFirft. 

Thatpitty Lord that earft thy hart inflamed 
To enterteine a voluntarie death. 
To ranfome man by lotked finnes defamed, 
From hel, and thoft infernal paints beneath: 

Vouchfafe, my God, thoft fnares it may vnlofe 
Wherein this blinded world hath me intrapped: 
That whtift I traffique in this world of woes, 
Myfoule no more in lufts may be intrapped. 

Great are my faults, O me moft wilfull witted: 
But if each one were iufl, there were noplace 
Tofhew thy power thatfinnes might be remitted. 
Let then Lord thy mercy quite difplace, 
The lewd and endleffe finnes I haue committed, 
Trough thine vnfpeakeable and endleffe grace. 

The Second. 

Such darke obfcured clouds at once incombred 
My mind, my hart, my thoughts from grace retired 
Withfwarmes of finnes that newer may be numhred, 
That hope ofvertue quite in me expired. 

When as the Lord of hofts my gratious father, 
Bent on my dulled powers his beames of brightnejfe, 
And my confufed fpirits m one did gather 
Too long enfnard by vanitie and lightneffe. 

A perfeil zeale (not office of my fences) 
Sofeazde my judgement fmothered in his miffe, 
That heauen I wifkt and loathd this earthly gaile, 
My hart difclaimd vile thoughts and vaine pretences. 

And 
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And my defires were flint in/eemefy vaile, 
So that I /aid, Lord, what a wolrd is this? 

After fuch time as he had receiued his Judgement, he grew 
into this meditation of the miferies of life, which I dare a- 
uow is both worthie the reading and noting, yea euen a- 
mong the learnedft. 

The Third. 

A /hop ofjhame, a gaine of Hue-long grief e, 
A heauen for fooles, a he! to perfect wife, 
A theater of blames where death is chief e, 
A golden cup where poifon hidden lies. 

A florme of woes without one calme of quiet, 
A hiue that yeeldeth hemlock and no hony, 
A boothe offlnne, a death to thofe that trie it, 
A faire where cares are fold withouten mony. 

A fUJhlie icy, a graue of rotten bones, 

A fpring of teares, a let of true delight, 

A loffe of time, a labormtk of mows, 

A pUafing paint, aprifon of thefprite. 

Is this my life: why ceafe I then refolued 
To pray with Paule and wifh to be diffolued? 

Thus endeth the life of William Long beard: aglaffefor 
all forts to Iooke into, wherein the high minded may learne 
to know the meane, and corrupt confciences may reade the 
confufion of their wickednes, let this example feme to with 
draw the bad minded from Bedlem infolence, and incorage 
the good to followe godlinefle. So haue I that fruit of my 
labour which I defire, and God (hall haue the glory, to whom 
be all praife. 

FINIS. 
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Of manie famous pirats, who in 

times pajl were Lordes of 
the Sea. 

Here were manic worthie Pirates 
in our forefathers daies: but among 
all of greateft reckoning, Dionides 
was not leaft, who exercifed his lar- 
cenies in the Leuant Seas in the 
timeof Alexander the great and Da- 
rius, difdaining either to feme the 
one, or fubmit himfelfe to the other: 
yea fo refolute was he in his robberies, and diflblute in his 
life, that he neither fpared friend nor fauoured foe, but robd 
all in general]. Againft this man Alexander leuied a great 
armie, and by ftrong hand fubdued him: and afterward cal- 
ling him into his prefence, he faid thus vnto him: Tell me 
Dionides, whie haft thou troubled all the Seas? to whome 
he thus replied : Tell me ALEXANDER, whie haft thou ouerrun 
the whole worlde, and robbed the whole fea? Alexander an- 
fwered him: bicaufe I am a king, and thou art a Pirat: tru- 
lie {replied Dionides) O Alexander, both thou and I are of 
one nature, and the felfe fame office: the onelie difference is 
that I am called a Pyrat for that I aflault other men with 
a little armie, and thou art called a prince, becaufe thou fub- 
dueft and fignioreft with a mightie hoaft: But if the Gods 
would be at peace with me, and Fortune fhould fhewe her 
felfe peruerfe towards thee, in fuch fort as Dionides mighte 
be Alexander and Alexander Dionides, perhaps I fhould be 
a better prince then thou art, and thou a worfer Pyrat than 
I am. 

STILCON for fixtiene yeares fpace was a pirat in the Car- 
patftean Sea, and executed manic great robberies vpon the 
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Baftrians and highlie infefted Rhodes. Againft whom king 
Demetrius leuied an armie, and finallie tooke him : and cal- 
ling him to his prefence faide vnto him. Tell me StilcON, 
what harme theRAodiansh&ue doone thee, that thou fo muche 
indemnifieft them? and wherein haue the BaStrians defaul- 
ted, that thou hafte thus ruinated their Realmes? Sttlcon 
anfwered, I woulde thou wouldeft tell me DEMETRIUS, what 
harme my father did vnto thee, that thou commanded^ htm 
to be beheaded? or wherein haue I im'ured thee, that I am 
exiled by thy iudgement ? I councell thee in this my laft ho- 
wer, and not with the leaft consideration, that thou perfe- 
cute not, neither purfue any man as mnch as thou maieft, 
becaufe it is a matter very dangerous to deliberate with 
them of peace, who are defperate both of life and honnor. 

CLEONiDESwas a pirat in the daies of king Ptolomey, and 
fcowred the leas for the fpace of twenty and two yeares, and 
for feuen of them neuer fet foot on land from out his Gallie: 
This Cleonides was fquint eied, and crup lhouldred, not vn- 
worthilie in that manner marked by nature, becaufe euery 
waie he was moll tyranouflie minded againft euerie prifo- 
ner he tooke: he neuer obferued promife, or pittiedprifoner: 
but thofe enimies he tooke {amongeft other millions of tor- 
ments wherewith he tyrannized ouer them) he powred hot 
fcalding oile into their fundaments, and fet their feet in boi- 
ling oile, till they were burnte and fcorched. Againft him, 
PTOLOMV lent out an armie; and hauing taken him, called 
him before his iudgement feat, and fpake vnto him after this 
tnannre: Tell me Cleonldes, what barbarous inhumanitie 
or infernal! furie haue inftigated thee, to inflict fuch infuffe- 
rable torments on thofe who as thy felfe are men, and being 
as thy felfe, ought to be pittied by thy felfe? to whom Cleoni- 
des gaue this churlilh anfwer: It fumceth not me thou king, 
to execute my enuie vpon the bodies of thofe I hate, & whoe 
haue perfecuted me in their life times; but alfo I refolue to 
bume their bowels vp, and fcalde out their harts wherewith 
they hated me, Ptolomey wondring at his defperate inhu- 
manitie, gaue him this judgement: that he (hould likewife 
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by little and little be dipped in fcalding oile, to the ende hee 
might tall the felfe fame torment wherewith he had attem- 
ted manie others. 

Chipanda the pirat was a Tkeban borne, and flourilhed in 
the time of Cyrus, a man of high minde, great valour, ge- 
nerous hart, and vertues hardineffe : for he had vnder his 
conduct 130. fhippes, with which he brought vnder his fub- 
ie&ion all the kingdomes of the Leuant, and ftruck continu- 
all feare into all the heartes of the princes in the Weft. A- 
gainll him Cyrus rigged out an armie, by whome his {hips 
were conquered, and himfelfe taken captiue: who comming 
into CYRUS prefence, was by him fainted in this manner: 
Tell me Chipanda, whie forfookeft thou my paie, and after- 
wards fubmittedft thy felfe to the feruice of the Parthian ? to 
whom he thus anfwered : The lawes which are made on land 
binde not thofe that ferue by fea : and rhofe alfo which we ca- 
pitulate at Sea, are not accuftomed or vfed on lande: and I 
tell you this O king, becaufe it is an auncient Cuftome a- 
mongeft vs pirats, fo often to alter and change our patrons 
as often as you fliall fee the windes alter and change at the 
Sea. 

MlLLlAthe pirat liued in thedaies of DIONISIUS, the firft ty- 
rant in Syracu/a, and both of them were highlie at oddes the 
one with the other: yet in fuch fort enimies, as they conten- 
ded not which fhoulde exoe'ede one another in goodnefle, but 
which of them mould haue the palme for vngodlioefle: for 
DIONYSIUS ruinated all Scicily,-&aA MlLlA facked sWAfia: he 
vied this exercife of pyracie more than thirtie yeares, and at 
laft the Rlwdians arming themfelues againft him, took him: 
and afterwards they bringing him to the place of his execu- 
tion, he lifted vppe his eies to heauen and faid thus: O Nep- 
tune god and lorde of the feas, whie wilt thou not helpe mee 
at this houre, who haue facrificed and drowned hue hundred 
men in thy waues, and peecemeale cut them in gobbets be- 
fore thy maieftie? Fortie thoufand haue I fent into the bo- 
wels of the floud, to the end they fhould inrich the bottome, 
and thirtie thoufand haue died in my ihippes thorowe ficke- 
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neflTe: twentie thoufande haue perifhed in my gallies man- 
fullie fighting: and fhall it nowe fuffice in that heere I die 
alone, whoe haue glutted thy vaft waters with fo many car- 
cafes. 

ALCOMONIUS wasa piratat fuchttme asSciLLAandM ARIUS 
flourifhed (and following the faction of SCILLA, was he that 
tookeCAlusC*SARwhenhefled from Scilla, whom Caelarvery 
often after a pleafant manner allured, that he had delibera- 
ted to hang him and all his confederates by the neck, and ac- 
cording to his words accomplished his promife, at fuch time 
as he came to the gouernement of the Romaine common- 
weale. This Alcamonius being readie to die, laid ; I am lit- 
tle greeued for that I lofe, and lefle afflicted for the maner of 
death by which I die: but this is it that vrgeth me, that I fal- 
len into his hands who was once my prifoner, whome I 
might haue hanged then, as he now hangeth me. 

There were likewife manic other ancient and moderne 
pirats, whom for that I am ftudious of breuitie, I in this 
place willinglie pretermit: It onely fuffifeth you, that you 
confider that no one of them died in his bed, neither made 
teltament of his goodes, but as foone as the fatall houre of 
their deftinies was arriued, they died both defamed vn to the 
world, and detefted for their wickednes. 

The AGISINCTS were famous pirats in the time of THEMO- 
STICLES, who turned out a hundred Gallies amongft tltem, and 
tooke all of them : and after he had imprifoned and difarmed 
them, hanged them vp : which act of his caufed him to be fa- 
uoured in Great, and feared on the fea. 

FRAUNClsENTEROLLESafamouspiratwasborneinf^&nhiEi 
of noble parents and a princelie ftocke : This man commit- 
ted mightie and manie robberies at fea, and in the riuer of 
Gtnoua; and finallie, when in the yeare 1491. he had longe 
time followed a chace, he was by temped and Fortune dri- 
uen vpon the Ilande of Corfica, and thofe whoe by chance 
efcaped the daunger and fury of the Seas, incountred death 
on the land, and were all of them with their capteine Francis 
hanged by the neck for their piracies, the reft that were left, 
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were made Gallie flaues, being by the Handera furprifed in 
their Gallie: and this was the end of this noble Valentinian, 
MonALDO Guecca a famous pirat borne in Nauar, flouri- 
shed in the yeare 1496. This manne hauing occupied and 
ftrengthened himfelfe vpon the rocke of IIoJHa, hindered all 
the conuey of victuals to Rome after fuche a manner, that 
neither wine nor come, neither any other marchandife could 
be brought either from the kingdome of Naples from Corfi- 
ca, or the riuer of Genua vnto the cittie : Againft him Pope 
Alexander fent thegreat Confaluo ; who tooke the rocke, an d 
brought Menaldo bound to Rome vpon a leane lade in ma- 
ner of triumph. And it is reported that he went with fo con- 
fident a countenance ; that he inf breed terror in all thofe that 
beheld him, Consaluo, for that he was a Spaniard, got him 
his pardon, and wrought the Pope to be very bountiful) vn- 
to him. 

AtrueandfamousIfi/foryof¥artaritusjkingofLomba.Tdie,wh0 
being purfued by GT\ma\Ao, jiedfirji of all to Cucano king- of 
the Auarior Huns, and then into France, and finallie after 
manie trauailes was rejlored to his kingdom with muck ma- 
iejlie, wherein the worthy memorie of two faithfull feruants 
is Iiappilie regijlred. 

f Artaritus was the fonne of ALBERT Iringe of 
\ Lombardie, who after the death of his father 
]l raigned himfelfe in Millan, and Gundibert his 
^brother in Pauia. Betwixt thefe twoe there 
fegrewe a mortall difcenrion, for which caufe 
*GuNDlBERTfentGARIBALDDukeof7"«r('» < p(to 
GRtMOALDduko of Beniuent a molt worthy and valiant Cap- 
teine, requefting his afliftance in armes againft his Bro- 
ther, and promifing him in rewards thereof, to beftowe his 
lifter vpon him in manage. But GARIBALD vfed Treafon 
againft his Lord, animating Grimoald to the enterprife not 
as an abetter, but a conqueror. For (laid he) you may eafily 
occupie the kingdome, by reafon of the twoe brethren, whoe 
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through their diffentions haue almofte ruinated the fame. 
GRIMOALD afferteined herof, made his fonne Duke of Bene- 
utnt; and leuieng a mightie power, fet onwards on his way 
to Pauia, and through euerie Ctttie that he parted , he drewe 
friends vnto him, and won the better fort with benefites, to 
the end they fliould aflift him toward the attainment of the 
ldngdome : and comming to parlie with Gundibert who (lit- 
tle fufpecting the trecheries which Garibald had complotted, 
came flenderlie and courtlie accompanied to intertain him) 
he on fudden flue him, and occupied the kingdome. Partaritus 
aflertained hereof, abandoned Rhodeline his wife and his lit 
tie fonn, and fled toCucANOkingofthe^foir&r/rwfu: GRIMO- 
ALD confirmed in the kingdome of Pauia, vnderftanding that 
Partharithus was entertained by Cucano;fentambafladors 
vnto him, threatning htm, that if he retained Partharithus 
his enimie in his kingdome, he fhoulde be aflured to pur- 
chafe of him a mightie enimie, and more, to occafion a pre- 
fent and dangerous warre. 

The king oftheffuntu aflertained heereof, called Partari- 
THUS vnto him, and faid thus: I pray thee, gentle friende, de- 
part into fome other place: for if thou be heere refident, my 
good will towards thee will occafion great warres againfte 
my felfe. PARTHARITUS vnderftanding the kings mind, retur- 
ning into Italie, went and fought out Grimoald, repofing his 
life vpon the good difpofitions of his enimie: And drawing 
neere the Cittie of Loot, he fent before htm one of his faith- 
full feruants called Vnulfe, who might makemanifeft toGRi- 
MOALD, both how much he trufted him, and what he required 
at his hands. Vnulfe prefenting htmfelfe before the kinges 
Maieftie, told him that Partaritus his maifter had recourfe 
vnto his clemencie, and fought fuccour in his court: Grimo- 
ald admiring his confidence, faithfulHe promifed him that 
he might rcpaire vnto him, vppon the faith of a prince allu- 
ring him, that before he fhould be harmed, he would hazard 
his owne hart. 

A little while afterwhen PARTHARITUS prefented himfelfe be- 
fore GRIMOALD, and humblie kneeling on his knees befought 
E 4 his 



, Google 



The Hijiorie of Partaritus 

his fauour, the king pitiouflie and gratiouflie entertained 
and kitted him, whome in humble manner Partharitus falu- 
ted thus: mightie Soueraigne, I am thy feruant, who kno- 
wing that thou art a Chriftian, doubt not of thy companion. 
I might (as thou knoweft O king) haue liued among Pa- 
gans: but what life were that? and howe bafe confidence 
were I in rather to truft the faithleffe, then humble my felfe 
to the faithfull ? I befeech thee of mercie, and killing thy feet e 
craue maintenance. The king according to his maner fwe- 
ring a folemne oath, promifed him faieng: By him that be- 
gat me, fince thou haft recourfe vnto my faith, I will neuer 
forfake thee; but I will take order for thee in fuche manner, 
that thou maieft both honeftlie and honorablie liue in this 
countrey. Wherevpon he commanded him to be worthilie 
lodged, giuing charge that he fhould be furnifhed of all ne- 
cefiaries whatfoeuer, vpon his treafurie. 

It chanced that Partaritus departing from the king, and re- 
pairing to his lodging, was fuddenlie encountered with a 
whole troope of Cittizens of Pauia, who came to fee him and 
falute him, as their foreftemed friend. But fee what great 
mifchiefe proceedeth from an euill and detracting toong ? For 
fome malignant flatterers beholding the fame, fought out 
the king, and gaue him to vnderftande, that if he made not 
Partaritus fuddenlie out of the waie, himfelfe without all 
doubt fhould lofe both his kingdome and life: fwearing to 
him, that all the cittie was alreadie addicted to take his 
part 

Grimoald coniiderirtgthefe thoughts, and by his ouermuch 
credulitie fufpecting more then he needed, fuddenlie refol- 
ued on the death of miferable PARTHARITUS : and calling bis 
councell vnto him ceafed not to contriue the meanes howe 
the innocent might be made awaie. They feeing that daie 
far fpent refolued the deed mould be doonc, the next morrowe 
animating the king by good words, who otherwife through 
feare was almoft out of his wits : notwithstanding tborow 
their perfwafions gathering to himfelfe more confidence, 
the better to coulour his intention, hee fent vnto him that 
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night manie excellent difhes and ftrong wines, purpofmg 
(if it were poffible) to make him dninke: alluring himfelfc 
that by the meanes thereof he for that night fhoulde haue 
more care of his fleepe than regard of his fafetie. 

But fee how God helpeth the innocent : for a certein gen- 
tleman who before time had beene a feruitour in Partharithus 
fathers court, prefenting him with a meue of meate from 
the king, and leaning downward as if intending reuerence 
to his Maieftie, tolde him fecretlie howe the kinge the next 
dale had refolued to put him todeath. Forwhich caufe Parta- 
RITUS fuddenlie called his fquire, willing him for that night 
to giue him no other drink but a little water in a filuer cup : 
knowing this, that if thofe who prefented him in the kings 
behalfe would requeft him to caroufe to his health, he might 
eafilie doo without intoxicating his braines, drinking onelie 
water. Thofe that ferued him at the table, feeing Partaritus 
take his liquor fo liuelie, certified the king thereof: who with 
much ioyfulneffe faid, let the drunkerd drinke his fill for this 
night: but to morrowe yer euer he fufpeft the banquet, I 
meane to feaft him with his owne bloud. 

This faide, he caufed his guard to be fet the houfe, fearing 
andfufpe£ling,leaftPARTARiTUSfhouldefcapehiminanyfort. 
The fupper being ended, and euerie one hauing taken his 
leaue.PARTHARiTUS thus left alone with VNULFEhis truftiefer- 
uant and the Page who ordinarilie attended on him to bed, 
he difcouered vnto them howe the king had refolued to kill 
him: for which caufe Vnulfe winding him about the necke 
with the fheetes of the bedde and lateng the couerlet and a 
Beares fkin vpon his backe, leauing him without capp, as 
if he were fome rufticke or common drudging fellowe, be- 
gan to driuc him out of the chamber, dooing him manie in- 
juries and villannies, fo that he verie oftentimes fell to the 
ground. 

GRIMOALDS guard, whoe were appointed vnto the watch, 

feeing al thefe outrages, aflced Vnulfe what he meant Why 

faid lie, my maifters, this rafcal flaue hath made me my bed 

in the chamber of thatdninken palliard PARTHARITHUS, which 
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is fo full of wine, that he fle>petli as if he were dead without 
ftirring: and this is the caufe whie I beat him, and I praye 
you dooth he not deferue it ? They hearing thefe words, and 
bel£euing them to be true, did all of them laugh verie harti- 
lie to heare the tidings, and giuing both of them licence to 
departPARTARlTUShafted to thecittie of/fa/W,and from thenfe 
went into France, praifing God for his happie deliuerie. 

As foone as they were gotte awaie, the faithfull page loc- 
ked the door verie diligentlie, remaining all that night alone 
in the chamber: and when the menengers of the king came 
withcommiffion to bring Partaritus to the pallace the nexte 
daie, they knocked at the doore, whome the page in humble 
maner faluted, praieng them to haue patience for a while : 
for (faith he) my Lord being wearie of his laft iourney, flee- 
peth now verie foundlie: The meffengers returning to Gri- 
moai-d, told him the pages anfwer: who all inraged, charged 
them prefentlie to bring him to his prefence : who repairing 
againe to the chamber doore, were in like fort once more foli- 
ated by the page to vfe forbearance : but they admitting no 
delates, cried out haftilie and hartilie, tut, tut, the droonkard 
hath now flept enough, and therevpon bearing the doore of 
the hinges they forceablie entered the chamber, and fought 
Partaritus in his bed, but found him not: wherevpon they af- 
ked the page what was become of him, who anfwered them 
that he was fled : The menengers all amazed herewith, fu- 
riouilie laieng hands on the childes bufhie Lock, and buffe- 
ting him pitiouflie, brought him to the pallace : and conduc- 
ting him to the prefence of the king, faide, Mightic Prince, 
Partharitus is fled, and this caitife boyhelpt to conueyhim: 
and for that caufe meriteth death : Grimoald commanded 
them to laie hands off him, and willed him with a friendlie 
countenance to difcouer vnto him the manner and meanes 
how his maifter had efcaped awaie: The page told him eue- 
rie thing as it had paft ; whofe faithfulnes when the king had 
confidered vpon, he royallie offered him to make him one 
of his pages, amtring the lad that if he would be as faithfull 
to him as he had (hewed himfelfe towards his old maifter, 
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he fhould both be rewarded and regarded. 

After this, he made fearch for Vnulfe, who being brought 
before his prefence, was pardoned by him, and not only par- 
doned, but commended. But as where affection is rooted, 
there no fauors can fupplant it, nor promifes fupprefle it: fo 
thefe two louing their maifter Partarithus verie deere!ie,took 
no delight but onelie in defire they had to fee and ferue him : 
for which caufea few daies after they repaired to Grimoald, 
befeeching him of licenfe to feeke out their maifter. Whie 
my friends (quoth he) had you rather feeke out your necefii- 
ties, then liue with me heere in all pleafures? By God re- 
plied VNULFE, I had rather die with Partharithus, than liue in 
all other worldlie contents and delights. What (faied the 
king to the page) wilt thou alfo rather feeke out a bannifhcd 
man, then ferue a king? I my Lorde, faide he: for they are 
bad feruants that will leaue their maifters in miferie. Gri- 
moald wondering at their confidence, & praifing both their 
faithes, diftnified both Of them with all fauour, giuing them 
both horde and money to furnifh and further them on theyr 
iourney. 

The two faithJull feruants humblie thanking the kinge, 
tooke their waie into France, hoping to finde their maifter 
in that place according as was appointed. But Partaritus 
fearing leaft by reafon of a peace latlie capitulated betwixt 
DOGOBERTkinge oiFrancevaA Grimoald, he fhoulde be there 
furprifed fuddenlie by fome finifter fubtletie, tooke (hipping 
for England : and hauing alreadle failed from the more, the 
voice of a man was heard among the rocks, which afked for 
Partaritus and whither hewere in that (hip. Whereto when 
anfwer was made that there he was, the voice replied. Then 
will him prefentlie repaire vnto his countrey: for Grimoald 
athreedaies hence is departed this life : PARTARITUS fuddenly 
returned backe, commanding the marriners to reenter the 
harbour: and as foon as he was landed, he diligently fought 
out the meflenger that had thus informed him: but finding 
him by no meanes poffible, he fuppofed it to be fome meffu- 
age fent from God. For which caufe, poafting towards his 
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countrey, and arriuing amongft the confines of Italic, hee 
found there a great number of Lombards who expected him, 
with whom he entered Pauia, and driuing out a little fon of 
Grimoalds from the kingdome; he was by generall con- 
tent created kinge of Lombardie three monethes after the 
death of GRIMOALD. For which caufe he prefentlie fent vnto 
Beneuent for his wife RHODOLINDE, and his fonne CUNIBERT: 
And being a godlie Catholike and iuft man, a liberall pa- 
tron of the poore, and father of the innocent : as foone as he 
hadde quiet poffeffion of the kingdome ; in that place from 
whence he fled, which is on the other fide of of Tefinus, he buil 
ded a monafterie to the honor and glorie of God his fauiour 
and onelie defender, wherein there were diuers Nunnes in- 
clofed, whom he alwaies enriched with manie very goodlie 
pofleflions. 

The Queene likewife builded a church in honour of our 
Ladie without the cittie wals, adorning it with maruelous 
rich ornaments: his page and truftie feruant returning to 
his court, as foon as they had tidinges of his eftablifhment, 
were by him fauourablie tntertained and richlie rewarded, 
Finallie, after he had reigned eighteene yeares, he departed 
this life not without the generall lament and teares of the 
whole inhabitants of Lombardie. 

The wottderfull dreame of 'Aipatia the daughter of Ilermoti- 
mus the Phocencian a verie poore man, who afterwards tho- 
row hir wonderful vet hies, became the wife of 'Cyrus king of 
Percia and was afterwards married to Artaxerxes. 

t Spatia was the daughter of Hermoti- 
5 mus of Pkocis, who after the death of 
&9hir mother, was brought vp and nou- 
rf rifhed in great pouertie: yet was 
^ not hir pouertie fo greeuous, as her 
p continende was gratious: in her in* 
ofancie fhe had vnder hir chin a great 
- - "fwelling, which diffigured hir face, 

and 
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and was a great difgrace to hir fairenefle. For which caufe 
bir father defirous to haue hir cured, carried hit to a phyfi- 
tian, who promifed to heale hir for a certeine fumme of mo- 
ney. The good olde man hauing no money, tolde the Phy 
titian of his little meanes, befeeching him to ftand fauoura- 
ble vnto his child : but the greedie wretch which was too well 
learned in no pennie no Pater nofter, told him, that then he 
had no medicine for him : forwhich caufe the poore Hermoti- 
MUS and his ficklie daughter repared home without fuccors. 
Aspatia being thus ill belted, entered hir chamber, and fet- 
ting hh* glafle betweene hir legges, fhe gafed fo long inten- 
tiuelie on hir imperfection, and with fo manie tender teares 
bemoned hir wants, till at laft fhe fell afleepc, where vpon a 
fuddaine fhe behelde a doue changed fuddenlie into a wo- 
man, which faied vnto hir, Be of good cheere, and leaue thefe 
drug-malfters, and goe vnto the dried crowne of Rofes vp- 
on Venus head, and taking fome of them beate thou them 
to powder, and then doo thou but ftrew them vpon thy gree- 
uous fore. 

Aspatia hauing performed no leffe then was commanded 
hir in hir viuon, was healed and became verie faire, and fo 
manie were the graces wherwith fhe flourilhed, that no man 
could either compare or equall them. She had hir haires 
glorious and gold-like golden, fomewhat damtilie curled, 
hir eies fierie and chriftalline, hir nofe hooked, hir eares lit- 
tle, and the coulour of hir face like vnto Rofes wafhed in 
milke, hir lippes crimofm, hir teeth more white than fnow, 
hir voice was delicious fweete and muucall, hir delightes 
were eftranged from all effeminate newfanglenefle : fhee 
ftudied not to be rich in apparell (which is but the verie fur- 
fet of fubftance) becaufe being nourifhed in pouertie, fhee 
could not nor would not in anie wife yeelde any art to her 
beawrje, wanting both the meanes and the manner. 

It chanced that this maiden amongeft a great manie o- 
thers was bought by a Baron, who belonged to king Cyrus, 
who feeing that fhe was beawtifull and faire, brought hir (af- 
ter a verie folemne and fumptuous fupper) into the prefence 
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of Cyrus, accompanied with three other Grecian maids, who 
were tricked and attired by courtlie dames before hande, to 
the end they might know how to entertaine and delight the 
king; onlie ASPATIA would not admit any foile for hir faire, 
but after many refufals, at laft contented to put on a fump- 
tuous habit, wherein (he ftoode fo melancholic and bluihing- 
lie, as if (he thought all lookers on vnworthie to beholde hir 
beawtie : and fixing hir fiery eies vpon the ground, (he wept 
bitterlie before Cyrus, who commanded the three other Vir- 
gins to fit downe by him, who were obfequious to his will: 
but Aspatia fained as though (he heard him not when he cal- 
led hir, vntill the Baron who bought hir, enforced hir to fit 
by his maieftie. 

Cyrus dallieng and beholding the three other virgines, 
commended their countenances, and condemned not their 
behauiour. But hauing but touched Aspati A with the the tip 
of his finger, (he fuddenlie cried out, telling him that (hee 
fhould be puniflied if (he vfed fuch licentioufne(Te. This her 
behauior pleafed the king, whoe afterward offered to dallie 
with hir paps, (he prefentlie flung from him and offered to 
depart : for which caufe CYRUS maruelling at the great mind 
of ASPATIA farre againft the ouftome c&Penia, (aid vnto him 
that had bought hir. Thou haft onelie brought this mayden 
vnto me free, fmcere, and without (pot: thefe others are but 
counterfeits in their cuftomes, and their beawties are but 
borrowed not natural!. 

Herevpon Cyrus affected by this meanes, and earneftlie 
fixed his loue vpon Aspatia fo that he forgat all other fancies, 
addicting himfelfe onlie to hir bed and beawtie. Not longe 
after, Aspatia called to hirmind the doome (he had fieen in hir 
dreame, and the fpeeches which were vfed, and in regarde of 
thofe benefits (he had receiued, (he erected a ftatue of golde 
in honor of Venus, and annexed therevnto a doue beawtifi- 
ed with coftlie gems, offering daielie facrifices to remune- 
rate the GoddefTe kindneffe. She likewife fent vnto her 
father manie rich Iewels, and made him a man of great au- 
thorise. A few dales after a faire and curious Carlcanet 
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was fent out of Tfuffafy in prefent to king Cyrus, who reioi- 
cing greatlie at the fame, and finding his Aspatia one daie 
afleepe, laid him downe by bir, and (after fome amorous em- 
bracings) drewe the carcanet out of a cafket and faied vnto 
bir. How faieft thou my loue, dooth not this iewell become 
either the daughter or mother of a king ? yes my liege faide 
(he: whie then my loue, it (hall be thine quoth he: difcouer 
therefore thy neck, and put it on. 

ASPATIA little reflecting the rich guift, reuerentlie & fage- 
lie replied thus, how fhould I be fo bold to fubmit my necke 
vnto that gift, which is a prefent more conuenlent for PARISA- 
TIDES thy mother? Giue it hir my Lorde, and I am readie to 
(hew you my neck without any fuch ornaments. Cyrus re- 
ioyfing at hir anfwer, kifled hir, and bailing written all the 
manner of difcourfe which had paft twixt him andASPATIA,he 
fent the fame with the carcanet vnto his mother. Parisatide 
no leffe delighted with the letter than the carcanet, remune- 
rated ASPATIA with rich gifts and royall prefents, and concei- 
uing a gratious opinion in that Aspatia gaue hir place, fhee 
euer after loued hir and prefented hir both with the carcanet 
and much other treafure. Aspatia humblie receiuing hir in- 
estimable curtefies, fent both the iewell and treafure to Cy- 
rus with this meflage : Thefe for a time will helpe thee, and 
for that thou art mine ornament, mefeemeth I haue obtay- 
ned a great gift, if as I both fhould and woulde, I heartelie 
loue thee. 

Cyrus was amazed at this deed, and not without reafon, 
becaufe this woman had no meane minde, but the courage 
of a great and magnificent princeue. But when Cyrus was 
ilaine in the wane which he waged againfte his brother, As- 
patia remained prifoner: notwithftandinge fought out, and 
at the Iaft found by the noble Artaxerxes, (he was deliuered 
of hir bonds, & fuch as had captiuated hir, were committed 
themfelues. Finallie, being richlie apparailed like a Prin- 
ceffe (although by reafon of the deth of Cyrus (he made great 
refinance, Artaxerxes being vehementlie enamored of her 
beawtie, after long intreatie and comforts, at Iaft won her 
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confent and married hir: yet as Come writers teflafie, the in 
tire affection fhe bare hir laft hufband, was neuer extingui- 
flied vntill fhe died. 

A wonderous reuenge executed by Megallo Lercato of Genoua 
vpon the migktie Emperour of Trabifonda. 

fuch time as the Gemmates weare 

rds of certeine citties in the Leu&t 

:hanced that amongeft other Citti- 

is whoe traffiqued in Caffa, & were 

>ft familiar with the Emperour of 

abifond, there was one called Me- 

llo Lercato, whoe by reafon of his 

e quallities, was exceedinglie fa- 

uoured by him : for which caufe he was greeuouflie enuied, 

and hated by the principall courteors, whoe ceafed not conti- 

nuallie to inuent new meanes & waies whereby they might 

bring him in difgra.ce. It fortuned that (porting himfelfe 

one daie at the game of chefle with a yoong Noble man who 

was greatlie beloued by the Emperor, they fell at wordes 

and bitter vpbraides: amongft all others, the yong Noble 

vttering certeine fpeeches in contempt of the name of Ge- 

NOWAIES, MegOLLO was inforced to giue him the lie : but fee- 

the other little moued therewith, his countrey difhonoured, 

and the court laughing at him, he fought his remedie at the 

Emperors hands, from whom he could get no redreffe in re- 

paire of his honor. 

For which caufe Megollo hotlie difcontent (though for a 
purpofe he fmothered his difpleafures a fpace) a fewe dales 
after vpon a lawfull caufe tooke occafion to craue the Empc- 
rours licence, and departing to Genua altogither inflamed 
to reuenge, he fumifhed himfelfe by meanes of fome pa- 
rents and friends, and rigging out two warlike Gallies, he 
failed with them into the great fea, and there indeuored him 
felfe to fpoile all the coaft and ranfacke euerie fhippe belon- 
ging to the Emperour: whoraefoeuer hee tooke, in waie of 

great 
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great difdaine he cut off their nofes and eares, and though 
there were raanie fhips fet out againft him, yet in fpight of 
all he neuer defifted from endangering him : and this might 
he the better performe. In that his fhips were verie fwifte: 
and when he found himfelfe at any difaduantage, he coulde 
both leaue and take how and when it pleafed him. It chan- 
ced amongft manie other preparations that were fet out to 
intrap him ; foure ftout Gallies were rigged, who vpon con- 
futation as foone as they had difcouered him, deuided them- 
felues apart, thinking to inclofe him in the midft of tliem, & 
fo all at once to aflaile him. Megollo that quicklie percei- 
ued their pollicie, fuddenlie fained to flic whom when their 
fwifteft Gallie had long time purfued, and ouer-wrought all 
hir contorts, Megollo made hed againfte them, and flewe 
them, and ferued them all after the fame fauce, to the woon- 
derfull amaze and difcontent of the Emperor. 

Amongeft one of thefe Gallies, there was an olde man 
with his two fonnes, whoe fearing the like fortune which had 
befalne others, mould Light on him and his fonnes, humblie 
proftrating himfelfe at Megollos feet, he humblie intreated 
hun for mercie: The old mannes teares were gratious, and 
had fuch power ouer the generous mind of MEGOLLO; that he 
forgaue both him and his fonns with the reft that were aliue 
in his Gallie, and fent him back vnto the Emperor with a 
veffell full of Eares and Nofes, willing the olde man to let 
the Emperor vnderftand that he would neuer ceafe to in- 
demniAe him, vntill fuch time as he hadde fent vnto him the 
man who had fo difdainfulke and difhonorabtie iniured him 
in his court. 

The Emperor aflerteined hereof, determined with him- 
felfe as the letter euill, to go himfelfe in perfon vnto the fea, 
and carrie with him (as he did) the yong man, who had occa- 
sioned all this trouble: Megollo hearing thereof, thruft his 
Gallies neerer the fhore; when as the Emperor prefently in 
a light boat fent him the yoong Noble with a rope about his 
necke: whoe hauing his eies proudewith teares, humbled 
himfelfeat Megollos feet, befeeclu'ngmercy: MEGOLLOcom- 
G paffionate 
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paffionate therewith, bad him get him thence, telling him 
that it was not the falhion of the Genowaies to tyrannize o- 
uer effeminate milkfops. 

The parents of the yong man feeing him returnc againe 
beyond their expectation, receiued him with great ioye : di- 
u ers offers were made by the Emperor to Megollo, who re- 
futing them all returned this anfwer: That he came thither 
not for defire of riches but for honors fake, and to etemife 
the name of the Genowaies, admitting no other couenantes 
but this, that in memorie of thofe his acrions, a pallace fhuld 
be reared in Trabifond for the commodity of the Genowaies, 
wherein he would that by a curious hand and cunning work 
man thofe his actions Ihoulde be eternized : which being af- 
terwards fullie obferued by the Emperor, they whoe tram- 
qued there followe their marchandize with more honor then 
they were acxuftomed. MEGOLLO after this worthie a£te re- 
turned home to Gemma, where he was receiued and gratifi- 
ed with great honors by the Cittizens. 

The memorable deeds c/Valafca a Lady of Bohemia, whoe 
caufing all other Ladies to kill their husbands, Brethren, and 
fonnes, raigned /men yeares in Bohemia. 

» Read in the Bohemian hiftorie writ- 
ten by Pope PlUS, that this VALASCA 
of whom I heere meane to intreate, 
was a woman of great mind, bolde 
in all attempts, and htghlie fauored 
by Fortune : and to the end you may 
•the better vnderftand hir hiftorie, I 
will firft of all begin with hir caufe of 
hatred. You haue therefore to confider, that Crocus fecond 
Duke of Bohemia dieng without iffue male, his daughter 
Libussa (held in thofe daies in as great account as one of the 
Sibils) with the fauour of the people, and good liking of the 
better fort, was placed in hir fathers feate, and gouemed 
that Prouince mam'e yeares, with the generall good liking 
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of all men. Finaliie, hauirig giuen a iuft fentence in right 
of certeine poffefiions againfl: a mightie man in that coun- 
trey, he being therewith incenfcd, prouoked vp the people 
againfl; hir, faieng that it was an oprobrious & fcandalous 
thing for fuch a people as they were, and fo great a Nobilitie 
as was rcfident in that place, to fuffer the khtgdome & cau- 
fes of iuflice to be vnder a woman. 

LiBUSSA hauing intreated fdence at their hands for a time, 
faid vnto them that (he knew their new defire, and was not 
ignorant of their firme determination, diiabling her felfe to 
fatiffie their expectations, praieng them to affemble the next 
elaie; which, according as (he willed them they perfourmed. 
The morning began noe fooner to pufhe forth his blufhinge 
beawties, but the people repaired to the Judgement feat in 
great multitudes : and as foone as the pallace was rilled e- 
uerie waies by them, Libussa began to fpeake vnto them on 
this maner: You know (Boktmians) that to this prefent day 
I haue beene your peaceable and bountifull Ladie according 
to womens cuftome, whoe are audatktus in nothing but in 
offering curtefies. Hitherto bane I not beene oftenfiue to 
any of you, either chargeable by reafon of Pompe, (hewing 
my felfe rather a mother vnto you, then a miftrefle : but in- 
gratefullie, vnkind men as you are, requite you my gouera 
meat But at thefe your actions woonder not I at all, be- 
caufe you accuftome your felues to the common fafhions of 
men, who are neuer content, but are more fkilfull to defire 
a iuft and merciful! Lord, then hauing him they haue know- 
ledge to k£epe him. 

As touching mine owne title, I wholie furrender it into 
your hands: and as you haue defired one who fhal goueme 
you, and order your lawes as he lift; fo am I contented you 
fhall haue him. Therefore go ye and take me a white horfie, 
and bridle him with all his other apparell and ornamentes, 
and afterwards lead bun to fuch a plaine where he may take 
that waie which beft likes him. Which doone, let him trot as 
he lift, and follow you him by his footfteps: as he turnes, fo 
tume you: and as he returneth, fo returne you: finaliie, 
G 2 when 
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when you (hall fee him ftaie before a man that feedeth at an 
iron table, then allure your felues he is the man forpointed 
to be my hufband, and your prince. This hir fpeeche pleafed 
them'all : fo that taking with them the horfle as LiBUSSA had 
inftructed them, they let him freelie goe and followed him. 
But fcarfelie had they trauelled ten miles, when as the horfe 
ftaied at a riuer called Bieli, and arretted himfelfe before a 
countrey fellow called PRIMISLAUS : fhewing manie fignes of 
humanitie and obferuance toward him. 

The Bohemians, as well the nobles as commons, behoul- 
ding this, ran with all haft vnto him, and after their faluta- 
tions faid thus vnto him : Mount vppon this horfle, and goe 
with vs:Libussa hath chofen thee for hir hufl>and,and the Bo- 
hemians&dmit thee for their prince : PRIMISLAUS, although he 
were a poore countrey clowne, not incapeable of the gene- 
rail defire of rule which attainteth all men, gaue vnto them 
a homelie falutation after his manner, and tolde them that 
he was addrefled to doo whatfoeuer pleafed diem : and vnder 
Handing that he was to goe to Libussa (as if hee had a longe 
voiage to make, he fattened his bottle to his laddie bow, and 
grafping his bread and cheefe in his hand he rode on feeding 
like a rufticke king, which was a verie fufficieat euidence 
of that which Libussa before time had declared and told vnto 
them. 

As foone as his guttes were full and his bottle emptied, he 
mended his pace, and they conducted him with great pomp 
and honnour into the cittie, where he tooke Libussa to wife, 
and during all his life time was wholie ruled and gouerned 
by hir counfels and perfwaftons. But after (he had fubmit- 
ted hir felfe to the deftinies, the gouemment remained who- 
He in Primislaus hands, and the authoritie of Ladies ceafed, 
which euen vnto that hower was both maintained and aug- 
mented by Libuffa. After this, Valasca {which whilftLibuffa 
liued was hir fecretarie) being a Ladie of great valour and 
no leffe refolution then an Amazon, not uiduring or abiding 
that the authoritie of women (hould be thus aunihilated, af- 
fembling one dale in a priuie place all thofe that were of her 
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faction, fhe laid thus vnto them: 

My lifters, we haue loft our good Ladie, who alwaies de- 
fended vs from the outrages of men, neither could fhe euer 
endure that we fhould be ouer borne by them, fo that fhe her 
felfe held the Emperie, and we with hir were in refpect held 
and accounted for Queenes. You fee now, how inforced we 
indure a hard and miferable femitude, Huing vnder the go - 
uernment of our hufbands after the maner of flaues, except 
of our felues we fhall gather head and courage to recouer 
our former liberties. Wherefore, if your thoughtes be as 
mine is, let vs ioine like heroick Ladies, and we will eafily 
recouer our eftates. I (as you know) was fecretarie vnto 
Libussa, of whom I learned that which fhe knew: I am fkil- 
full in inchantments, and the nature of hearbes is not vn- 
knowne vntome: if therfore you haue any meaning or will 
to followe me, allure your felues, that you fhall be once a* 
gaine lords ouer men. 

Vpon thefe words, the whole affemblie of women condif- 
cended to Valascas words, and rautuallie confpired againft 
men. During this time, PRIMISLAUS dreamed one night, that 
a virgine gaue him blond to drinke : for which caufe he being 
a notable foothfaier, and willing to preuent a mifchiefe which 
(as he imagined) might verie eafilie be impugned, hee con ■ 
uocated all the chiefe nobles of his Prouince, vnder intenti- 
on to prohibit the ouer-great licence and libertie which wo- 
men had in the common weale: namelie, the women were 
accuftomed to ride and run the race on horffebacke, to tour- 
nay, fhoote, and followe the chace, and brieflie to exercife 
themfelues in all warlike difciph'ne, which (as he thought) 
were matters manageable by men, and vnfit talks for wo- 
men. But the Barons fcoffed at him when he told them ther 
of, and faid, that they rather deferued loue and reuerence for 
their agilitie and hardines, then reproofe and difhonor. 

Valasca meane while defifted not neither daie nor night 
to exhort hir confederates, and often with drinks & inchant- 
ments turned away their affections from the loue of men, 
and daie by daie drewe more and more into this her League 
G3 of 
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of confpiracic. Finallie, when fhe perceiued that fhe hadde 
gathered a fufficient power both of married wiues & maids, 
in one night fhe caufed euerie one of hir faction to kill their 
fathers, hufbands, brethren, and fonnea in their beddes, and 
afterwards taking armes, with great expedition, they all 
of them marched togither to a place appointed them by Ve- 
lasca, not farre diftant from Prage, and fubduing fome that 
had them in chace, they made a roade to Visftgrade whereas 
PRiMisLAUSaboad,intendingtheretofurprifehim: but feeing 
they could not take the fortrefle, they retired themfelues into 
a mountaine, a place naturallie impregnable, and there 
building a caftle, they called it Deiiaeo that is, the place of 
virgines, bicaufe that in their toonge a virgine is called 
Deitnze. 

This action of theirs feemed abhominable to all the inha- 
bitants of the countrey, as wel in refpefct of the great flaugh 
ter they had made, as alfo becaufe they had a great fufpition 
of further mifcheefe, for which caufe they generalise gaue Pri- 
hislaus to vnderftand, that they were addreft to bidde thefe 
new Amazons battell, and that, if it pleated him to marche 
forward with his hoaft, they alfo were in a readinefle to fol- 
low him. The K. certified them, that at that prefent he could 
not come, by reafon that the Gods had admonifhed him, that 
all thofe who were addicted to indemnifie the virgines, were 
to die; certiheng them that it was behouefull to go another 
time. But they, who fet light by his counfell, leuieng by them 
felues a great armie, marched toward Dsxuizo and ftriking 
battell with Valasco, were ignominiouflie ouerthrowne and 
put to flight with the (laughter of the greater part of the ar- 
mie: and whereas in this feruice Malada, Nodea, Suatacia, 
Vorafta,Ragda,Zaftana andTriftana, had behaued themfelues 
valiantlie; in rewarde of their feruice they had collars and 
chaines of golde giuen them : and amidft that vnmeafurea- 
ble pray which they had, euerie one was rewarded acording 
to their defart 

Valasca flue with hir owne hand feuen of hir enimies, and 
after that time was held and efteemed for a goddefie, fo that 
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seller after that time the Bohemians had the courage to tro- 
ble or moleft them : But they euerle daie ranged about the 
confines, fpoiling, robbing, and burning, and dale by day in- 
forced greater dread and feare in the harts of their enimies: 
and being now Ladies and foueraignes of the better part of 
BoHtmia, they were conftrained to haue the companie of 
men, by reafon that otherwise by courfe of time and warres 
they were llkelie to be reduced and brought to nothing : for 
which caufe, marrieng themfelues they made a lawe, that 
thofe maidens who were borne by them fhould with all dili- 
gence bee tenderlie and carefullie brought vppe: as for the 
males, they commanded that their right eies fhould be pul- 
led our, and their middle fingers cut off, to the ende, that ha- 
uing attained Mans eftate they fhould be difabled to fhoote 
in the bowe, or to handle warlike weapons. 

Finallie, Velasca hauing afflicted Bohemia for the fpace 
of feuen yeares, and made them altogither tributarie, was 
deceiued by Pmmislaus, whoe wrote hir a letter that the Ba- 
rons againft his will had attempted hir with war, and that 
he was greatlte pleafed that they had recelued condigne pu- 
nifhment for their infolence.- alluring hir, that he hadde al- 
waies held hir in place of his daughter, not onlle for that fhe 
had beene fecretarie to his wife, and well thought of by her, 
but for that fhe knew fo well to goueme fo great a ftate as 
Bohemia was for the fpace of feuen yeares. And moreouer, 
that now Once he felt himfelfe olde and vnable to goueme 
his fubiects; on the other fide, his fonne too yoong in yeares 
for fo waightie a credit, that his will was to render into her 
hands the fortreffes, fo that by this meanes at one time he 
would yeeld all Bohemia into hir hands, referring the eftate 
of his fonne and heire, to hir kindneue and curtefie, conten- 
ting himfelfe to returne vnto his firft eftate, and Hue fatiffi- 
ed in the towne from whence perforce they had taken him, 
and afterward vnwillinglie crowned him. And him feemed 
as he wrote, that it fhould fo be, that as from a ladies hands 
he receiued the throne, fo to a ladies hands he might return 
the title. 

G4 This 
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This letter written and Tent vnto hir, wonne fuch credit 
with fair, that prefentlie (he Tent before hir a fquadron of hir 
heft Amazons to receiue the fortreffes, whoe were brought 
into the lande with great folemnitie, and entertained in the 
Dukes owne pallace: but whilft thee were at the table, they 
were all flaine by a troope of armed men, whoe were hidden 
for that purpofe. They hauing flaine thefe, ran to Deiuisa 
with a great armie, & VALASCA hauing notice of the ftrange 
accident, iffued hir felfe fmallie vnattended and cloafed in 
glittering armes, and mounted vppon a verie braue and lu- 
ftie courier, that lightened fire from his noftrils, (hee was 
followed by fome few a farre off, whilft hir felfe folie incoun- 
tred the whole hoaft that came againft hir, and without anie 
word fpeaking fhe laied about hir like a Lioneffe or a Libian 
Tygre in his great furie. Finallie, falling in the midft and 
thicket! of hir enimies, fhe died valiantlie. 

Hir companions a farre of as foone as they vnderitood 
of the death of their princefle, not vnder anie hope to con* 
quer, but ftimulated to worke rcuenge, fell to armes : be- 
twixt whom and the Bohemians was a moil bloudie and def- 
perate fight : but the Ladies at laft hauing the worft, were 
inforced to flie, whom the Viffegradians following, entered 
togitfaer with them into their Caftle, and hauing caufed the 
gates to be fhut, and being Lordes of the fortreffe, they cut 
all the poore women to peeces. And thus was Bohemia de- 
liuered from the tyrannie and thraldome of women : And 
Velasca, being worthie to be eternized amongft the Ladies 
of moft famous memorie, laie vnburied, and ferued for a 
prey for birds and beafts to feed vpon. 
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An excellent example 

An excellent example of continence in 
Frauncis Sforsa. 

tMongft all other I will not preter- 
\ mit a lingular example of continence 
in FRANCIS SFORZA, whoe deferued in 

!this action of his to be compared with 
Alexander the great, and Scipio the 
noble: Cajfanoua a cattle of Luke be 
^ing forciblie furprifed by Erie FRAN- 
^ CIS. There were certaine fouldiours 
who tooke a fairc and render yoong damofell prifoner, whoe 
whilft they forceablie drew hir from out the houfe, weepingly 
befought them toprefent hir to the earle Francis Sforza and 
to no other, fo that they whoe had outraged hir, fearing the 
difpleafure of the countie; fuddainlie prefented hir vnto 
him. 

At that time FRANCIS by reafon of his yoong yeares, and the 
found completion of his bodie, was verie proane and addic- 
ted to wanton and effeminate paftimes : and although hee 
were inueigled by the tender yeares and exceeding beautie 
of the maiden, notwithftanding he inquired of hir whither 
(he had rather confent vnto euerie pleafure wherin he might 
imploy hir, or remains in their handes whoe had firft taken 
hir. Whom {he thus anfwered, that Hie would be alwaies 
readie to obay him, fo that it might pleafe him to fet hir free 
from the handes of bafe iniurie. Wherevpon Francis pre- 
fentlie commanded that (he fhould be conducted vnto his pa- 
utlion. When night came, and before he entered the bed, he 
afked the maiden agatne, if fhe were of the fame minde, or 
whether me had changed hir purpofe. Who anfwered him 
that (he continued refolued, then he willed that fhe Oioulde 
difrobe and vncloath hir bodie, and fo to laie hir felfe downe 
by him. 

But no fooner was (he entred bed, but (he efpied the pic- 
ture of our Ladie painted after the maner, wheron turning 
H towards 
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towards the Earle Ihe wept and with all reuerence & ftiam- 
faitneffe (he faied vnto him: O my Lorde I pray thee for 
that vnfpotted virgines fake, whofe image is in our fight, 
vouchfafe to be the protector of my virginitie, and thorough 
thy clemencie grant that without ftain or difhonour I may 
retume vnto my betrothed fpoufe, who llueth a defperat and 
defolate life amongeft the other captnies. And whereas I 
promifed thee to fubmit my felfe to thy will, no other thinge 
moued me therevnto, then the defire I hadde to deliuer my 
felfe from the hands of thofe who rauifhed me: and not that 
alone, but the iuftice and pietie I haue heard of thee, made 
me conceaue a great hope to fubmit to him who had fo great 
vertues to command. 

Thefe words had fo great power in the mercifull and ge- 
nerous mind of the Captaine, that they extinguished in him 
all heat of vaine deftres, fo that of his owne proper charges 
he refcued tile hulband and redeemed him from thraldome, 
reftoring the yoong virgine vnto him as foone as he came in 
to his prefence. Hir fpoufe kneeling vppon his knees, and 
fighing bitterlie, faid; My Lord thou dooeft fullie anfwere 
the great expectation and fame which through euerie part is 
difperfed by thee, fo that there is no land nor no peere in the 
world that either may match thee for humanitie, or conquer 
thee in clemencie. Almightie God, who may requite thee in 
our behalfe, yeeld thee condigne fauours for thy vertue: The 
Countie would haue giuen him manie thinges of that praie 
that he had taken, but the yong maiden would accept no- 
thing, faieng that the neighbours feeing fuch gifts, woulde 
thinke and imagine that it were the price of hir virginitie 
that fhe had loft, and fo by that meanes fhe fhoulde fall into 
verie great infamie, which fhe euer rather chofe to die than 
death, wherevpon Frauncis SFORZBdifmuTmg them, they ioy 
fullie returned into their countrey. 

Of 
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Of many infortunate men. 

Of many Uarittd nun ancient and moderne, who violently and 
infortunatelie ended tkeir dates. 

Hemostoclks the Athenian flue him- 
felfe. LUCRETIUS the Philofopherdied 
the felfefame death, and Gallus (as 
learned as both they) was murthe- 
red by his owne handes : Pliny was 
fmothered by fire in the mountains 
Aetna. Belides all thefe, manie o 
ther neuer feconded in fcience peri- 
ihed finifterlie. Thales the Milefian died for thirfte, Zeno 
was flaine by the commandement of the Tyrant Phalaris. 
Anaxarchus by the iudgement of Nicocreon finifhed his life 
with manie tortures. Archimedes the Philofopher an excel- 
lent Mathematifian was flaine by MARCELLUS fouldiers: Py- 
thagoras with his threefcore fchollers was put to the fworde. 
ANACHARSlSdied fuddenlie. DlODORUSburftthoroughharts 
greefe, by reafon he could not anfwer a queftlon which Stil- 
bo the Philofopher had propounded him. Aristotle after he 
had loft the fauour of Alexander, being in Calcide, drowned 
himfelfe in the floud Eurifus. Calistines his fcholler was 
caft hedlong out of a window. Marcus TulliUS had his ears 
and hands cut off, and fet vp in the publike place where the 
Orators declaimed. 

Seneca was put to death by his fcholler Nero, wboe had 
firft caufed his vaines to be opened in a bathe of hot water. 
lOHANNES Scotus reading in England, by a fudden confpira- 
cie of his fchollers was with his beft fauorites put to death, 
but if I fliould vndertalce to repeat all the haplefle endes of 
thefe ancients whoe were excellent in learning, it were too 
long for me to write, or you to read. For which caufe I will 
begin to let you vnderitand the death of fome modeme lear- 
ned. Petrach died fuddenlie, Domitius Caldarinus perifhed 
through the ficknefle of the plague. CONSILIATORwas burned 
aliue. AngeluS Politcanus finiihed his dales by hauing his 
H 2 braines 
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How king Rodorigo 

braines daiht out againft a wall PETER Leo of Spoletum 
was drowned in a ditch, the Lorde Francis Pico was flame 
by his tenants. Fisher and THOMAS MOORE were beheded, 
Cranmer and Latimer burned, the reft fince frefh in mcmo- 
rie I nded not to trouble you with : I onelie fet thefe down 
for the learned to confider vppon and examine themfelues 
by circumftances, & cunninglie canuafc in their confcience 
an argument a comparatis. 

Howe hinge Rodorigo the lajl of the Roy all kouje of the 

Gothes, loft his' kingdoms and life thorough 

his incontinence. 

!N the yeare 712. RODERIGO raigned 
in Spaine, who earneftlie enamored 
of a daughter of Iulians Countie of 
B Cantabre, and defirous to gather the 
f fruite of his loue becaufe otherwife 
he might not in that the maiden was 
I verie honeft and vertuous, he fent 
L hir father embafladour into France, 
& by that oportunitie enforcing hir, 
he fatiffied his lewd and diflblute luft. Iulian returning in- 
to Spaine, and vnderftanding the heauie cafe and eftate of 
his daughter, made fliew before the king that he was vtter- 
lie ignorant thereof, and after a few daies he fled into Afri- 
ca with all his familie : taking vppe his houfe in the cittie of 
Lcpte; and feeking out Muca the goueraour of Affrica hee 
tolde him of the outrage doone him by the king, and howe for 
that caufe he was come vnto him. Firft to oner him a great 
rich, and faire empire: next, to profer him his feruice: and 
moreouer fatd he, the time is come to reuenge the Arabians 
which were flam a few yeares paft in the hoaft of king Bam- 
BA. To the performance whereof I will backe you with the 
greater part of the Lords of Spaine, whoe will be readie to 
affift you in this enterprife, bycaufe the king is deadlie ha- 
ted of them, both for his crueltie and lawlefle corruption. 

MUCA 
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loft his kingd&me. 

MUCA fent him vnto king Mulit in Arabia, whoe hearing 
lULIANOS purpofe, difpatched him with letters to MuCA wher 
in he wrote that he mould fauour him with all reasonable 
helpes. Muca gaue him an hundreth horffe and foure hun- 
dreth men on foote, vnder the conduct of a famous captaine 
called Tariffe: with this power they pafled the Seas, & lan- 
ded in Spaine: and to the end they might the more fecure- 
lie beard the enimie, they builded a cittie which they called 
by the name of Tariffe captaine of the Barbarians. And af- 
foone as lULIO had giuen notice to his confederates for what 
occafion he was come, & what defire he had to reuenge him 
of the iniurie doone vnto him by the king, many of them v- 
nited themfelues with the Arabians, and ouerran al the con- 
trey of A Igasera which the faid IULIANO had in gouernement 
vnder the faid king. 

The A rabians of Africa feeing the great progrefle and for- 
tune the countie had, and allured of his faith, fent him twelu 
thoufand horffe, and a great multitude of footmen, by reafon 
that they had intelligence that the king had fent againft him 
his cofin Ignicus with a huge hoft, who fighting many times 
vnhappilie with the Moores, at the laft was himfelfe flaine, & 
all his followers cut in peeces: wherevpon the Moores being 
rid of this impediment, ouerran and fpoiled a great parte of 
Spaine. For which caufe the king leuied a greater army than 
the firft, and comming himfelfe to wage the fight with the 
Moores, there fell a terrible and dreadfull battell betweene 
both the armies, which continued eight continuall daies, faue 
onlie the intermiffion of night, but by reafon of the rebellion 
of the two late kings fonnes called Dktifa the king had the 
worft and perifhed in the field with many other valiant per- 
fons: and the Moores like couragious victors poflefled the 
fpoiles. This defeat was on funday being the xi. of Septe- 
ber in the yeare 719 The Moores attaining viftorie, had the 
dominion of Spaine. 

Of 
Hj 
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Of many famous men. 

Of many famous men whoe kauing the gouernement of the 
Commonweal* gout themfelnes oner to a private life. 

. Ato the Cenfor was the moft vertu- 
ous and heft reputed Romaine that 
| flourirtied in that time: for during al 
the dales of his life, there was neuer 
f man that faw him commit aiiie light 
^ a&ion, neither lofe or diminUhe any 
p one inch of his feuere grauitie. This 
" man after he had liued fifty and eight 
yeares, leauing the trauailes of the common wealth, went 
and fpent the remnant of his life in the Iringdome of Na- 
ples in a village called at that daie Picenio, and in this time 
Pozzuolo liuing vpon his owne liuelihoods and reuenews: 
And whileft thus this good and vertuous Cato liued feque- 
ftred from all others, fomen'mes reading his bookes, fome 
other times trimming his vines, there was one of his nei- 
bours who wrote vpon his gate with a coale, Ofortunat CA- 
TO thou only amongjtal ethers knowfthow to Hue in this world. 
Lucullus the Conful and Romaine captaine remained in the 
Parthian warres, and continued the lame for the tearme of 
fixteene yeares: in which he acquired much honor to Rome, 
many laudes for the common weak, much fame for himfelf, 
and as great riches for his houfe. This man, after he retur- 
ned from Afia to Rome, and found the commonweale alto- 
gether fwarming with difTentions by reafon of the factions 
of Sciixa and Marius, purpofed with himfelfe to leaue Rom* 
and to build him a certaine place of pleaiure neere Naples, 
vpon the riuer of the fea at this date called Caftello di Lu- 
po, in which place he repofed ten yeares: entitled to all kind 
of pleafures and quietneffe of mind, free from all trauailes 
and troubles, till fuche time as he finifhed his wearied age 
with a contented and worthie death. 

Dioclesian, after he had gouemed Rome and the emperie 
for the fpace of eighteene yeares, vtterlie refufing all the 

Empire, 
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Of many famous men. 

Empire, departed Rome, and repaired to Salona in Dalma- 
txa where he was borne. But two yeares after that he had 
refufed the Romain empire, an honourable embaffage was 
fent by die Senate vnto him, praieng him earneftlie that 
he would haue pitie on the commons, and content himfelfe 
to retume to Rome. It chanced that at fuch time as the faid 
EmbafTadors came into his poore and homelie cottage, hee 
himfelfe was in a little garden he had, fetting of Lettifes 
and diuers other hearbes ; and auoone as he had heard the 
difcourfe of that they were to deliuer him, he returned them 
this anfwer: Seemeth it a requifite matter vnto you my 
freendes, that he who hath planted, cut, and watered lettice 
as tbefe be, lhould leaue them to feeke royalties, and not to 
eate them in repofe and quiet in his owne houfe? yes my 
friends, it is better eating thefe in quiet, then gouerning of 
Rome with care. 

Moreover he laid vnto them, Now haue I proued howe 
much it auaileth to commande, and howe healthfull it is to 
plough and dig. Leaue me therfore, I pray you, in my houfe : 
for why, I rather defire to get my liuing in this village with 
my handes, than to haue the charge of the Romaine empire 
accompanied with hate. Porides the Athenian hauing in 
great iuftice gouemed his common weale for the (pace of 
fixe and thirtie yeares, at lafte growing olde and fatiate of 
publike affaires, departing Athens he went vnto a certein 
Lordfhip of his left him by his aunceftors in a certeine vil- 
lage without the cittie; in which plieng his booke by night, 
and labouring his fields by day he liued fifteene years more ; 
Abone the doores of his houfe thefe words were written. 
In vem portum: /pes & fortwia, valete 
Nil mihi vobifcum eft, ludite nunc alios. 

SCIPIO the African was one of the belt beloued and hono- 
red captaines that euer Rome had: for in the fpace of fixe 
and twentie yeares wherein he continued warre in Spaine, 
in Affrica and Afia, he neuer committed anye difhonoft acti- 
on, neither loft any battell : he neuer denied any man Iu- 
ftice, neither was there euer one ob&ure or bafe thought 
H 4 knowne 
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A moji fubtik difpute 

knowne in him: he fubiugated Africa, ruinated Carthage, 
ouercame Hannibal, deftroied Nununtia, and alfo reftored 
Rome, which after the battell of Cannas was almoft forfa- 
ken and abandoned. This man in the two and fiftie yeare of 
his age departed Rome, and retired himfelfe vnto a little 
farme of his which was betwixt Pozsuolo and Capua, in 
which (as Seneca witneffeth) he had no other reuenewes but 
certeine fields wherein he liued, a houfe wherein he lodged, 
a barne wherein he bathed, and one of his Nephues who fer- 
ued him : And with fo great affection retired hee himfelfe 
to the farme houfe, that for eleuen yeares fpace which he li- 
ued, he went not once to Capua or fet foot towardes Rome. 
All thefe excellent men of whom we hane fpoken, with ma- 
nie infinite others alfo, left their kingdomes, Conmlfhips, 
gouemments, citties, paliaces, fauourites, cares and fit- 
ches for no other intent, but a quiet life: intending after 
worldlie affaires to reconcile themfelues to a more ftraight 
order, hairing refpeft to that which infueth after death. 



A moftfubtUl difpute made in Antiock in the prefence of 
king Ptolomey, by feuen feuerall Ambaffadors which 
of their Common-weales had the befi lawes and moft 
notable Cuftomes. 

ULutarch writeth in his booke De exi- 
* Ho, that king PTOLOMEY being in An- 

I tiochus, there were vpon an appoin- 

I I ted day ' at dinner with him manie 
if embaffadors from the Romaines, 
r Carthagenians, Sciciliam, Rhodians, 
jC Athenians, Lacedemonians, and Scici- 
\ lions: whoe falling into difputation 

amongft themfelues, euerie one began to praife and extoll 
their countries Lawes and cuftomes, as the beft and mofte 
exquifite. 
The difpute was handled with great feruencie betweene 

them, 
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among/t Ambaffadors. 
them, and with manie reafons each one endeuoured him- 
fclfe to dignifie his ftate: for which caufe FtOLOMEV defi- 
rous to know the truth, and to bring all contentions and 
difcords to an exigent, commanded them that euerie one 
fhould write or fpeake their cuftomcs or perfect Lawes 
which they had in their common weales: for by that means 
it might be eafilie iudged, which prouince belt deferued the 
Palme of iuftice. 

The Embafladors of Rome began and faid, We hold 
our Temples in wonderous great honor and reuerence, 
we yeeld great obferuance to our gouemors and rulers, 
we greeuouflie punifh the wicked offenders and malefac- 
tors. 

The Embafladors of Carthage faied, in the Common- 
weals of Carthage, the nobles ceafe not to fight, the com- 
mons and mechanical! perfons to labour, the Phitofofers 
and learned to inftrud. 

They of Scicilu faid, In our lande we obferue intire iu- 
ftice, we traffique with vpright confeience, and generallie 
imbrace equalitie. 

They of Rhodes faid, In our common weale the olde 
people are honeft, the yonger forte fhamefaft, the Ladies 
and women folitarie and filent 

The Athenian Embafladors faid: In our common weal 
the rich are not permitted nor allowed to be partiall ; the 
poore to be idle; neither thofe that gouerne, are fuffered to 
be ignorant 

The Lacedemonians faid, in our State, enuie raigneth 
not, becaufe all are egall : nor auarice becaufe our goodes 
are in common : nor any fuffred to be idle, but euerie one 
doth labour. 

The Sddomans faied, In our common weale, we per- 
mit nor maintaine any trauailer, leaft returning home 
againe he fhoulde bring vs matters of noueltie, neither 
admit we PhyTitians, who fpoile and kill the whole, nor 
I Orators 
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Strange Lawes of 

Orators, who maintaine publike contentions. 

Affoone as Ftolomev had heard all the feuen Ambafia- 
dors, he praifed all their common weales, faieng: that 
the/ were iuftlie and worthilie gouerned, commending* 
their cuftomes and holding their lawes praife worthie: 
wherevpon with great honors euerie one returned to his 
lodging, glorifieng and reioycing In their credit, and fa> 
tiffied in his iuftice. 



Strange Lawes of Tirzus the Tyrant 

where-through he withftood 

Confftiracies. 

[ Rizus the Tyrant endeuouring to 
) preuent the coniurations and tre- 
J fons which might be imagined and 
\ wrought againft him by his citti- 

fzens: forbad them by an efpeciall 
and prefcript law, to furceafe their 
priuate and publike conferences, 
tyranizing afwell ouer their toongs 
as their trefure. But his cittEzens enuieng and hating this 
his commandements, kept their confultations by becks, 
geftures, and eager countenances when they were agree- 
ued, and uniting and pleafant lookes when they were con- 
tented: if dangers threatned them they frowned, if For- 
tune fawned they were not froward: by this meanes ex- 
prelTing and (hewing the affections of their minds, and de 
hiding the pollicie of the tyrant. 

TlRZUS feeing and beholding this varietie in the faces 
of his cittizens, began to feare, and for that caufe forbad 
them fuch like fignificatlue and mute confult; whervpon, 
one of his cittizens amongft the reft, repining at his ty- 
rannic 
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Tyrfus the Tyrant. 

rannie inuented a new meanes: and entering the pallace 
with other friends, wept and cried out verie bitterlie. The 
'1'yrant vnderftanding hereof, halted him with fome of 
his guard, to depriue the eies of their naturall liberie, in 
like manner as he had reduced the toong and gefturcs in- 
to feruitude, but the people amazedlie hating his info- 
lence, drew the weapons out of the hands of his 
guard, and murthered both him and 
all his followres. 



FINIS. 
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PHILLIS: 

Honoured with Pa; 

ftorall Sonnets, Elegies, and amo^ 
rous delights. 



Where-vnto is annexed, the tragicall 
complaynt of Elfired. 



lam Phoebus difiungit equos, tarn Cin- 
tkia utngii. 



At London, 

Printed for Iohn Busbie, and are to 

be fold at his fhoppe, at the Weft-doore 

of Paules. 1593. 
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J*>TO THE RIGHT 

worthy and noble Lady, the 
Counteffe of Shrewesbury. 



Haue aduentured (mosJ no- 
ble Lady) with the wraftlers 
of Olympia, tho not to win, 
yet to worke for the Gar- 
land; the iudgement of my 
industry relyeth on your 
Ladishippe, who haue both 
authoritietoconuicl, and knowledge to commend. 
I haue chofenyou Madam among many, to be the 
Soueraigne and skee Mecaenas of my toyle, be- 
caufelam affured,that the great report of your 
learningandvertuejfvherewithasyetithathnot 
pieafedyou todignifietheworld)musfeuennowbe 
exemplified in mee, who dare promife as much 
inaffecJion,asanyotkercanperformeinperfecli- 
A% on 
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The Epiftle. 
on. May itpieafeyou to iooke and like ofhomlte 
Y\i\\\\sinherCountrycaroling,&tocountenance 
herfiooreandaffe£lionateSkeepkeard,'whopromi- 
feth vnder the onely encouragement offo noble a 
Lady, toemploy all his besldefetgnes,life,and.<lu- 
dies, to your good lyking. 



Your Ladifhips moft 

humble to commaund 



Tho: Lodge. 



y Google 



The Indu&ion. 

I That obfcur'd haue fled the Sceane of Fame, 
Intitling my conceits to nought but care, 
I that haue liu'd a Phoenix in loues flame, 
And felt that death I neuer would declare, 
Now mount the Theater of this our age, 
To plead my faith and Cupids curfed rage. 

Oh you high fp'rited Paragons of witte, 
That flye to fame beyond our earthly pitch, 
Whofe fence is found, whofe words are feat and fitte, 
^ble to make the coyeft eare to itch : 

Shroud with your mighty wings that mount fo well, 
7*hefe little loues, new crept from out the Ihell. 

And thou the true Oftauia of our time, 
Vnder whofe worth, beauty was neuer matched, 
The Genius of my Mufe and ragged rime, 
Smile on thefe little loues but lately hatched, 

Who from the wraftling waues haue made retreate, 
7b pleade for life before thy iudgement feate. 

^nd tho the fore-bred brothers they haue had, 
(Who in theyr Swan-like fonges Amintas wept) 
For all their fweet-thought fighes had fortune bad, 
And twice obfcur'd in Cinthias circle flept: 
Yet thefe (/ hope) vnder your kind afpect, 
(Moft worthy Lady) mall efcape neglect. 
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The Induction, 

And if thefe /nfants of mine artleffe braine, 
(Not by theyr worth, but by thy worthineffe) 
A meane good liking of the learned gaine, 
My Mufe enfranchis'd from forgetfulnefife : 

Shall hatch fuch breede in honour of thy name, 
As moderne Poets (hall admire the fame. 

As moderne Poets (hall admire the fame, 
/ meane not you (you neuer matched men) 
Who brought the Chaos of our tongue in frame, 
Through thefe Herculean labours of your pen: 
I meane the meane, I meane no men diuine, 
But fuch whofe feathers are but waxt like mine. 

Goe weeping Truce-men in your fighing weedes, 
Vnder a great Meccenas I haue paft you : 
/f fo you come where learned Colin feedes 
His louely flocke, packe thence and quickly hafte you; 
You are but miftes before fo bright a funne, 
Who hath the Palme for deepe inuention wunne. 

Kiffe Delias hand for her fweet Prophets fake, 
Whofe not affected but well couched teares: 
Haue power, haue worth, a Marble minde to (hake; 
Whofe fame, no Iron-age or time out weares. 
Then lay you downe in Phillis lap and fieepe, 
Vntill (he weeping read, and reading weepe. 

Oh 
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Phillis. Sonnet I . 

Oh pleafing thoughts, apprentifes of loue, 
Fore-runners of defire, fweet Methridates 
The poifon of my forrowes to remoue, 
With whom my hopes and fearefull oft debates. 

Inritch your felues and me by your felfe riches, 
(Which are the thoughts you fpSd on heaue bred beauty,) 
Rowfe you my mufe beyond our Poets pitches, 
And working wonders yet fay all is duty. 

Vfe you no Egkts eyes, nor Phenix feathers, 
To tower the heau€ from whence heauens wonder fallies : 
For why your fonne finges fweetly to hir wethers: 
taking a fpringe of winter in the vallies. 

Show to the world tho poore and fcant my skill is, 
Howfweet thoughtsbee,thatare but thought onPkillis. 
B2 You 



y Google 



Sonnet II. 

You facred Sea-nimphes pleafantly difporting, 
Amidft this watrie world, where now I faile; 
IF euerloue, or louers fad reporting, 
Had power fweet teares from your faire eyes to hayle: 

And you more gentle-hearted then the reft, 
Vnder the Northren Noon-ftede fweetly ftreaming: 
Lend thofe moyft riches of your chriftall creft, 
To quench the flames from my hearts AEtna (learning. 

And thou kinde Triton in thy trompet relifh, 
The ruthfull accents of my difcontent: 
7Tiat midft this treauell defolate and hellifli, 
Some gentle wind e that liftens my lament. 
May prattle in the north in Phillis eares, 

Where Phillis wants Damon confumes in teares. 

In 
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Sonnet III. 

In fancies world an Atlas haue I beene, 
Where yet the Chaos of my ceaileffe care: 
Is by hir eies vnpitied and vnfeene, 
In whom all giftes but pity planted are. 

For mercie tho ftill cries my moane-clad mufe, 
And euery paper that me fendes to beautie: 
In trad of fable teares bringes wofull newes, 
Of my true heartkinde thoughts, and loyall duetie. 

But ah the ftringes of hir hard heart are ftrained, 
Beyond the harmonic of my defires: 
And tho the happie heauens themfelues haue pained, 
To tame hir heart whofe will fo farre afpires, 

Yet fhe who claimes the title of worldes wonder, 

Thinkes all defartes to bace to bring hir vnder. 

B3 Long 
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Sonnet IIII. 

Long hath my fufferance labored to inforce, 
One pearle of pittie from hir prettie eyes, 
Whileft I with reftleffe riuers of remorfe, 
Haue bathde the bankes where my faire Phillis lies. 

The moning lines which weeping / haue written, 
And writing red vnto my ruthfull fheepe, 
And reading fent with teares that neuer fitten, 
To my loues Queene, that hath my heart in keepe: 

Haue made my Lambkins, lay them downe and figh: 
But Phillis fittes, and reades, and cals them trifles: 
Oh heauens why clime not happie lines fo high, 
To rent that ruthlefie heart, that all hearts rifles? 

None wrightes with truer faith, or greater loue, 

Yet out alas I haue no power to moue. 

Ah 
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Sonnet V. 

Ah pale and dying infant of the fpringe, 
How rightly now do I refemble thee: 
That felfefame hand that thee from ftalke did wringe, 
Hath rent my breaft and robd my heart from mee. 

Yet fhalt thou Hue, for why thy natiue vigor, 
Shall thriue by wofull dew-droppes of my dollour: 
And from the woundes I beare through fancies rigor, 
My ftreaming blood (hall yeeld thee crimfon colour. 

The rauifht fighes (that ceafeleffe take their iffue, 
From out the furaeffe of my heart inflamed:) 
To yeeld you lading fprings (hall neuer mine you, 
So by my plaints, and paines, you (hall be famed 

Let my hearts heat, and colde, thy crimfon norifh, 

And by my forrowes let thy beautie norifh. 

B4 It 
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Sonnet VI. 

It is not death which wretched men call dying, 
But that is very death which I endure: 
When my coy looking Nimph (hir grace enuying,) 
By fatall frownes my domage doth procure. 

It is not life which we for life approue, 
But that is life when on hir woul-foft pappes, 
I feale fweet kiffes, which do batten loue: 
And doubling them do treble my good happes. 

71s neither loue the fonne, nor loue the mother, 
Which louers praife and pray to; but that loue is: 
Which fhe in eye and I in heart do fmother, 
Then mufe not tho I glory in my miffe. 
Since fhe who holdes my heart, and me in durance, 

Hath life, death, loue and all in hir procureance. 

How 
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Sonnet VII. 

How languiiheth the Primrofe of loues garden? 
How trill hir teares th' Elixar of my fences: 
Ambitious ficknes, what doth thee fo harden, 
Oh fpare and plague thou me for hir offences. 

Ah Rofes, loues faire Rofes do not languim, 
Blulh through the milk-white vaile that holdesyou couer- 
Ii heate or colde may mitigate your anguifh, (ed. 

lie burne, He frize, but you (hall be recouered. 

Good God would beautie marke now (he is crafed, 
How but one fhower of fickneffe makes hir tender: 
Hir /udgmentes then to marke my woes amazed, 
To mercy mould opinions fort furrender: 

And I (oh would, I might, or would (he ment it,) 
Should herrie loue, who now in hart lament it. 

C NO 
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Sonnet All I 

No (tarres hir eyes to cleere the wandering night, 
But Alining funnes of true diuinitye: 
That make the foule conceiue hir perfect light : 
No wanton beauties of humanitie 

Hir prettie browes, but beames that cleare the fight 
Of him that feekes the true Philofophie: 
No Corrall is hir lippe, no rofe hir faire, 
But euen that crimfon that adornes the Sunne 

No Nimph is fhe, but miftreffe of the ayre, 
By whom my glories are but newe begunne, 

But when I touch and taft as others do, 

I then (hall wright and you (hall wonder to. 

The 
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Sonnet I X. 

The dewie-Rofeate morne had with hir haires, 
/n fundrie forts the Indian Clime adornd: 
-^nd now hir eies apparrailed in teares, 
The loffe of louely Memnon long had moornd. 

When as me fpide the Nimph whom / admire. 
Kembinge hir locks, of which the yelow golde, 
Made blulh the beauties of hir curled wire, 
Which heauen it felfe with wonder might beholde. 

T'hen redd with mame, hir reuerend locks me rent, 
And weeping hid the beauty of hir face, 
The flower of fancie wrought fuch difcontent: 
The fighes which midft the aire (he breathd a fpace, 

A three daies ftormie tempeft did maintaine, 

Hir lhame a fire, hir eies a fwelling raine. 

C2 The 
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Sonnet X. 

The rumor runnes that heere in I fis fwimme, 
Such (lately Swannes fo confident in dying; 
That when they feele them felues neere Lethes brimme, 
They fing their fatall dirge when death is nighing. 

And I like thefe that, feele my woundes are mortall, 
Contented dye for hir whom I adore: 
At\& in my ioyfull himnes do ftill exhort all, 
To die for fuch a Saint or Ioue no more. 

Not that my torments, or hir tiranie. 
Inforce me to enioyne fo hard a taske, 
But for / know, and yeeld no reafon why, 
But will them trie that haue defire to aske. 

As loue hath wreathes his pretty eies to feele, 
So louers muft keepe fecret what they feele 

My 
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Sonnet XL 

My fraile and earthly barke, by reafons guide, 
(Which holdes the helme, whilft wil doth weilde the faile :) 
By my defires (the windes of bad betide,) 
Hath faild thefe worldly Seaes with fmall auaile. 

Vaine obiectes ferae, for dreadfull Rockes to quaile, 
My brittle boate from hauen of life that flies 
To haunt the Sea of mundane miferies: 
My fowle that drawes Impreffions from aboue, 

^nd viewes my courfe, and fees the windes afpire, 
Bids reafon watch to fcape the fhoales of loue: 
But lawles will enflamd with endlefle ire 
Doth fteerem poope whileft reafon doth retire. 
The ftreames increafe Ioues waues my barcke do fill, 
Thus are they wrackt that guide their courfe by will. 

C 3 Ah 



y Google 



Sonnet XII. 

Ah trees why fall your Ieaues fo faft? 

Ah Rocks where are your robes of mofle? 

Ah flockes, why ftand you all agaft? 

Trees, rocks.and flocks, what are you penfiue for my lofle? 
7Tie birdes me thinkes, tune nought but moane, 

The windes breath nought but bitter plaint, 

The beafts forfake their dennes to groane, (ers attaint? 

Birdes, windes, and beaftes, what doth my lofle your pow- 
Floodes weepe their fpringes about: their boundes, 

^nd Eccho wailes to fee my woe, 

7*he roabe of ruth doth cloath the groundes: 

Flcodes,iiC£^,grofides,whydoyoualthefetearesbeftow? 
The trees, the rockes, and flockes recite. 
The birdes, the windes, the beajtes report, 
Floodes, Eccho, groundes, for forrow crie, 

We grieuefinee Phillis nill kinde Damons lone con/or t. 

Loue 

DIP? 
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Sonnet XIII. 

Loue guides the rofes of thy lippes, 
-^nd flies about them like a bee: 
If I approch he forward skippes, 
^nd if I kiffe he ftingeth me. 

Loue in thine eyes doth build his bower, 
^nd fleepes within their prettie ftrine: 
^nd if I looke the boy will lower, 
^nd from their orbes fhootes fhaftes deuine. 

Loue workes thy heart within his fire, 
^nd in my teares doth firme the fame: 
^nd if I tempt it will retire, 
^nd of my plaintes doth make a game. 

Loue let me cull hir choyceft flowers, 
^nd pittie me, and calme hir eye, 
Make foft hir heart, diffolue hir lowers, 
7Tien will I praife thy dietie. 
But if thou do not loue, He trulye feme hir, 
In fpight of thee, and by firme faith deferue hir. 

c 4 
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Sonnet XIIII. 

I wroat in Mirrhaes barcke, and as / wroate, 
Poore Mirrha wept becaufe I wroat forfaken : 
T'was of thy pride / foong in weeping noate, 
When as bir leaues greate moane for pittie maken. 

The falling fountaines from the mountames falling, 
Cride out ah-las, fo faire and bee fo cruel,; 
And Babling iicho neuer ceafed callinge, 
Phillis difdaine is fitte for none but truthleffe. 

The rifing pines wherein / had engraued, 
Thy memorie confulting with the winde: 
Are trucemen to thy heart, and thoughts depraued, 
^nd fay thy kind mould not bee fo vnkinde. 

But (out ah-las) fo fell is Phillis pheerleffe, 

That fhe hath made hir Damon welnie tearleffe. 

My 
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Sonnet XV. 

My Phillis hath the morning funne, 

At firft to looke vppon hir. 
AvA Phillis hath morne-waking birdes, 

Hir rifinges for to honour. 
My Phillis hath prime-feathered flowers, 

That fmile when fhe treades on them, 
AwA. Phillis hath a gallant flocke, 

That Ieapes fince fhe doth owne them. 
But Phillis hath fo hard a heart, 

Ah-las that flie fhould haue it. 
As yeeldes no mercie to defart, 

Nor grace to thofe that craue it : 

Sweet funne when thou lookeft on, 

Pray hir regarde my moane. 

Sweet birdes when you fing to hir, 

To yeeld fome pittie wooe hir. 

Sweet flowers when as (he treades on, 

Tell hir. hir beautie deades one: 
AnA if in life hir loue, (he nill agree me, 
Pray hir before I die, (he will come fee me. 
D 
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Sonnet X\\, 

I part but how? from ioy, from hope, from life, 
I leaue but whom? loues pride, wits pompe, harts bliffe, 
/ pine for what? for griefe, for thought, for ftrife : 
/ faint and why? becaufe / fee my miffe, 

Oh ceafleffe paines that neuer may be toulde, 
You make me weepe as I to water would. 
Ah wearie hopes in deepe obliuious ftreames, 
Goe feeke yourgraues,fince yon haue loft yourgroundes, 
Ah penfiue heart feeke out hir radiant gleames, 
For why thy bliffe is Ihut within thofe boundes? 
Ah. traiterous eies to feeble in for fight, 
Growedimmewith woe, that nowmuftwant your light. 
/ part from bliffe to dwell with ceafleffe moane, 
I part from life, fince I from beauty part, 
/ part from peace, to pine in care alone, 
I part from eafe to dye with dreadfull fmart. 
I part (oh death,) for why this world containes, 
More care, and woe then with difpaire remaines, 
Oh loath depart wherein fuch forrowes dwell, 
As all conceites are fcant the fame to tell. 

Ah 
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Sonnet XVII. 

Ah fleeting weale, ah flie deluding fleepe, 
That in one moment giueft me ioye and paine : 
How doe my hopes difiblue to teares in vaine? 
As wount the Snowes, fore angrie funne to weepe?, 

Ah noyfome life that hath no weale in keepe 
My forward griefe hath forme and working might 
My pleafures like the fhaddowes take their flight: 
My pathe to bliffe is tedious long and fteepe. 
Twife happie thou Hndemion that embraceft, 
The liue-long night thy loue within thine armes: 
Where thou fond dreame my longed weale defaceft 
Whiteft fleeting and vncertaine fhaddes thou placeft 
Before my eies with falfe deluding charmes. 
Ah inftant fweetes which do my heart reuiue, 
How mould I ioy if you were true aliue; 

D2 As 
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Sonnet XVIII. 

As where two raging venomes are vnited, 
(Which of themfelues diffeuered life would feuer;) 
The fickly wretch of fickneffe is acquited, 
Which elfe Ihould die, or pine in torments euer. 

So fire, and froft, that holde my heart in feafure, 
Reftore thofe ruines which themfelues haue wrought, 
Where if a part they both had had their pleafure, 
The earth long fince, hir fatall claime had cought. 

Thus two vnited deathes, keepe me from dying, 
I burne in 7ce, and quake amidft the fire: 
No hope mideft thefe exteames or fauour fpyinge, 
Thus Ioue makes me a Martir in his yre. 

So that both colde and heate do rather feed, 

My ceaflefle paines, then any comfort breede. 

Thou 
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Sonnet XIX. 

Thou tiranizing Monarcke that doft tire, 
My loue-ficke heart through thofe affaulting eyes, 
That are the lampes which lighten my defire, 
If nought but death furie may fuffife: 

Not for my peace, but for thy pleafure bee it, 
7Tiat Phillis, wrathfull Phillis that repines me, 
All grace but death, may daine to come and fee it, 
Aw& feeing greeue, at that that which fhee afsignes me. 

This onely boone for all my mortall bane, 
I craue and crie for, at thy mercye feate; 
That when hir wrath a faithfull heart hath flaine, 
And foule is fled, and body reft of heate: 

She might perceiue how much fhe might command, 

That had my life, and death, within hir hand. 

D 3 Some 
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Sonnet XX. 

Some praife the lookes, and others praife the lockes, 
Of their faire Queenes, in loue with curious wordes: 
Some laud the bread where loue his treafure locks, 
^11 like the eie that life and loue affordes. 

But none of thefe fraile beauties and vnftable 
Shall make my pen ryot in pompous ftile : 
More greater giftes lhall my graue mufe enable, 
Whereat feuerer browes lhall neuer fmile. 

/ praife hir honny-fweeter eloquence, 
Which from the fountaine of true wifdome floweth: 
Hir mod eft meane that matcheth exelence, 
Hir matchleffe faith which from hir vertue groweth: 

And could my ftile hir happie vertues equate, 

Time had no power hir glories to enthrale. 

Now 
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Egbga Prima Demades Damon. 

Demades \T Ow fourge of winters wracke is welnie fpent, 

j. \1 And funne ginnes looke more longer on our clime, 
AvA earth no more to forrow doth confent, 
Why beene thy lookes forlorne that viewe the prime? 
Vnneth thy flockes may feed to fee thee faint, 
Thou loft, they leane, and both with woe attaint 

For fhame caft off thefe difcontented lookes, 
For griefe doth waight one life, tho neuer fought, 
(.So Thenot wrote admir'd for Pipe and bookes.-) 
Then to the fpringe attemper thou thy thought, 
v4nd let aduice reare vp thy drooping minde: 
A'aA. leaue to weepe thy woes vnto the wtnde. 

Damon. Ah Demades no wounder tho I waile, 
For euen the fpring is winter vnto me, 
Looke as the funne the earth doth then auaile, 
When by his beames, hir bowels warmed bee: 

Euen fo a Saint more funne-bright in hir lhining. 

Firft wrought my weale, now hafts my winters pining. 

Which louely lampe withdrawne from my poore eyes, 
Both partes of earth, and fire-drownd vp in woe : 
In winter dwell.- my ioy my courage dies, 
My lambes with me that doe my winter knowe? 
For pitty fcorne the fpring that nyeth neere, 
And pine to fee, their Mafters pining cheerc 

D4 The 
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The roote which yeeldeth fappe vnto- the tree, 

Drawes from the earth the meanes that makes it fpring.- 

And by the fap the fiens foftered bee, 

All from the funne haue comfort and increafing; 

And that faire eie that lightes this earthly ball, 

Killes by depart, and neering cheereth all. 

As roote to tree fuch is my tender heart, 
VVhofe fappe is thought, whofe braunches are content: 
And from my foule they drawe their fweet or fmarte, 
^4nd from her eie, my foules beft life is lent 

Vvhich heauenly eye that lightes both earth and aire, 

Quels by depart and quickens by repaire. 

Damon. Giue periode to the proceffe of thy plaint, 
Vnhappie Damon witty in felfe-greeuing: 
Tend thou thy flockes, let tyrant loue attaint, 
Thofe tender heartes that make their loue their liuing. 

And as kinde time keepes PhUlis from thy fight, 

So let preuention banifh fancie quite. 

Caft hence this Idle fuel of defire, 

That feedes that flame wherein thy heart confumeth : 

Let reafon fchoole thy will which doth afpire. 

And counfell coole impatience that prefumeth; 
Driue hence vaine thoughtes which are fond loues abetters, 
For he that feekes his thraldoome merits fetters. 

The 
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The vaine Idea of this dietie 

nuft at the teate of thine imagination : 

Was bred brought, vp by* thine owne vanitie, 

VVhofe beeing thou mayeft curfe from the creation: 

And fo thou lift, thou maieft as foone forget loue, 

As thou at firft didft fafhion and beget loue. 

Damon. Peace Demades peace ftieep-heard do not tempt me, 
The fage-taught wife may fpeake thus, but not practife : 
Rather from life, then from my loue exempt me. 
My happie loue wherein my weale and wracke lies: 
Where chillie age firft left loue, and firft loft hir, 
There youth found loue, likt loue, and loue did fofter. 

Not as Ambitious of their owne decay, 

But curious to equall your fore-deedes : 

So tread we now within your woonted way. 

We find your fruites of iudgementes and their feedes.- 
We know you lou'd, and louing learne that lore, 
You fcorne kind loue, becaufe you can no more: 

Tho from this pure refiner of the thought. 
The gleanings of your lerninges haue you gathred 
Your Hues had beene abortiue bace and nought, 
Except by happie loue they had beene fathered, 

Then ftill the fwaine, for I will ftill avowe it; 

They haue no witte nor worth that dif-alow it. 

Then to renewe the mines of my teares, 

Be thou no hinderer Demades I pray thee. 

H my loue fighes, grow tedious in thine eares, 

Flye me, that flye from ioy, / lift not ftay thee, 

Mome ftieepe, morne lambes, & Damon wil weep by you, 
AnA when / figh come home fweete Phillis cry you. 

E Come 
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Come home fweete Pkillis, for thine abfence caufeth 
A flowerleffe prime-tide in thefe drooping medowes, 
To pufh his beauties foorth each primrofe paufeth, 
Our Lillies and our Rofes like coy widowes 
Shut in their buddes their beauties, & bemoane them, 
Becaufe my Pkillis doth not fmile vpon them. 

The trees by my redoubled fighes long blafted, 
Call for thy balme-fwecte breath and funnie eyes, 
To whom all natures comforts are hand-faded, 
Breath, looke on them, and they to life arife.- 

They haue new liueries with each fmile thou lendeft, 
And droope with me, when thy faire brow thou bendeft. 

I wooe thee Pkillis with more earneft weeping, 

Then Niobe for hir dead iffue fpent, 

/ pray thee Nimph who haft our fpring in keeping: 

Thou miftreffe of our flowers and my content, 

Come home and glad our Meades of winter wearie, 
And make thy wofull Damon blith and merrie, 

Elfe will I captiue all my hopes againe, 

And (hut them vp in prifons of difpaire: 

And weepe fuch teares as fhal deftroy this plaine. 

^nd figh fuch fighes as mall Eclipfe the aire. 

And cry fuch cries as loue that heares my crying, 
Shall faint and weepe for griefe, and fall a dying. 

My little world hath voVd no funne mail glad it, 
Except thy little world her light difcouer, 
Of which heauens would growe proud if fo they had it, 
Oh how / feare leaft abfent loue (houlde loue her, 

I feare it Pkillis, for he neuer fawe one, 

That had more heauen-fweet lookes to lure & awe one. 
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I fweare to thee all-feeing foueraine, 
Rowling heauens circles round about our center: 
Except my Pkillis fafe re tume againe, 
No ioy to heart, no meatc to mouth mall enter. 
./411 hope (but future hope to be renouned, 
For weeping Pkillis) fhall in teares be drowned. 

Demades. How large a fcope lendes Damon to his moane, 

Wafting thofe treafures of his happy witte: 

In regeftring his wofull woe-begone? 

Ah bende thy Mufe to matters farre more fitte: 

For time fliall come when Pkillis is interd, 

That Damon fhall confeffe that he hath erd. 

When natures riches (hal (by time diffolued) 

Call thee to fee with more iudiciall eye : 

How Pkillis beauties are to dull refolued, 

Thou then (halt aske thy felfe the reafon why 
7Tiou wert fo fond, fince Pkillis was fo fraile, 
7b praife her giftes that fliould fo quickly faile? 

Haue mercie on thy felfe ceafe being idle, 

Let reafon claime and gaine of will his homage.- 

Raine in thefe brain-ficke thoughts with Judgements bridle, 

A fhort preuention helpes a mighty domage. 

If Pkillis loue, loue hir, yet loue hir fo: 

7Tiat if flie flye, thou maieft loues fire forgo. 

Play with the fire, yet die not in the flame, 
.Show paflions in thy wordes, but not in heart: 
Leaft when thou think'ft to bring thy thoughtes in frame, 
7Tiou proue thy felfe a prifoner by thine Arte. 
Play with thefe babes of loue, as Apes with Glaffes, 
And put no trull in feathers, winde, or lafles. 

E2 Did 
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Da. Did not thine age yeeld warrantife (olde man) 
Impatience would Enforce me to offend thee, 
Me lift not now thy froward (kill to fcanne, 
Yet will I pray that loue may mend or end thee. 
Spring flowers, fea-tides, earth graffe, flcie ftars ftial banifli, 
Before the thoughtes of loue or Phillis vanifh. 

So get the gone and fold thy tender ftieepe, 

For lo the greate Auiumedon of day : 

In Ifis ftreame his golden lockes doth fteepe, 

Sad Euen her duflcie mantle doth difplay? 

Light-flying foules the ports of night difport them, 
And cheerfull looking Vefper doth confort them. 

Come you my carefull flocke fore goe your maifter, 
He folde you vp and after fall a fighing, 
FKordes haue no worth my fecret woundes to plaifter, 
Nought may refrefti my ioyes but Phillis nighing. 
Farewell olde Demades, Z?E. Damon farewell, 
How gainft aduife doth headlong youth rebell. 

Ah 
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An Elegie. 

Ah cruel windes why call you hence away: 
Why make you breach betwixt my foule and mee ? 
Ye trayterous floodes why nill your floatesdelaie, 
Kntill my lateft moanes difcourfed bee? 
For tho yee falte fea-Gods with hold the raigne: 
Of all your floates. And gentle windes be ftill; 
Kvhile I haue wept fuch teares, as might reftraine 
The rage of tides and wtndes againft their will. 
Ah fhall I lofe your fight bright fliining eyes? 
And mull my foule his life and glory leaueF 
Muft I forfake the bower where folace liues, 
7b truft to tickle fates that ftill decetue? 
' AMas fo willes the wanton Queene of chaunge, 
' That each man tracl this laborinth of Hfe, 
' With flippery fteps, now wrongd by fortune ftrange, 
* Now drawn e by counfell from the maze of ftrife? 
' Ah ioy no ioy becaufe fo fo foone thou fleeteft, 
Houres, dayes, and times inconftant in your beeing. 
Oh life, no life fince with fuch chaunce thou meeteft, 
Oh eies, no eies, fince you muft loofe your feeing: 
Soule bee thou fad, duTolue thy liuing powers. 
7b chriftall teares, and by their pores expreffe, 
7"he griefe, that my deftreffed foule deuoures: 
Cloath thou my body all in heauinefle. 
My fonnes appeard faire fmiling full of pleafure, 
But now the vale of abfence ouer cloudes them: 
They fed my heart with ioyes exceeding meafure 
V f'hich now flial dy, fince abfence needs muft ftiroud them 
Yea die, oh death, fwcet death, vouchfafe that blefiing, 
That / may die the death whileft me regardeth, 
For fweet were death, and fweete, were deathes opprefsing, 
H me looke on who all my life awardeth. 

E3 Oh 
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Oh thou that art the portion of my ioy. 

Yet not the portion, for thou art die prime : 

Suppofe my griefes, conceiue the deepe anoy, 

That wounds my foule vpon this forrye time; 

Pale is my face, and in my pale confefles, 

7Tie paine I fuffer, fince / needes muft leaue thee, 

Redde are mine eyes through teares that diem oppreffes, 

Dul'd are my fprits fince fates do now bereue tliee. 

And now, ah now, my plaintes are quite preuented, 

The windes are faire the failes are hoyfed hie, 

The dockers waid, and now quite difcontented, 

Griefe fo fubdewes my hart as it fhould dye. 

A faint farewell, with trembling hand I tender, 

And with my teares my papers are diftained, 

Which clofed vp, my heart in them / render, 

To tell thee how at parting / complained. 

Vouchfafe his meffage that doth bring farewell, 

And for my fake let him with beautie dwell. 
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Thirds JEgloga, Secunda. 

Y/fufes helpe me, forrow fwarmeth, 

Eyes are fraught with feas of languifti : 
Heauie hope my follace harmeth, 

Mindes report is bitter anguiih. 

Eye of day regarded neuer, 
Certaine truft, in world vntrufty, 
Flattering hope beguileth euer: 
Weary olde, and wanton luftie. 

Dawne of day beholdes inthroned, 
Fortunes darling, proude and dreadleffe : 
Darkefome night doth heare him moaned, 
Who before was rich and needleffe. 

Robb the fphre of lines vnited, 
Make a fodaine voide in nature: 
Force the day to bee benighted, 
Reaue the caufe of time and creature. 

Ere the world will ceafe to varie, 
This I weepe for this / forrow. 
Mufes if you pleafe to tarry, 
Further helpes I meane to borrow. 

Courted once by fortunes fauour, 
Compart now with enuies curies: 
All my thoughts of forrow faucr, 
Hopes runne fleeting like the fourfes. 

E 4 (Ay 
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(Ay me) wanton fcorne hath maimed, 
A\ the ioy my heart enjoyed: 
Thoughtes their thinking haue difclaimed, 
Hate my hopes hath quite anoyed. 

Scant regard my weale hath fcanted, 
Looking coy hath forfl my lowering : 
Nothing likt where nothing wanted, 
VVeddes mine eyes to ceafeleffe fhowering. 

Former loue was once admired, 

Prefent fauour is eftranged, 

Loath the pleafure long defired, 

Thus both men and thoughtes are changed. 

Louely fwaine with luckie guiding, 
Once (ebut now no more fo friended) 
Thou my flockes haft had in mindinge, 
From the morne till day was ended 

Drinke and fodder foode and foulding, 
Had my lambes and ewes together 
I with them was Mill beholding, 
Both in warmth and winter weather. 

Now they languifh fince refufed, 
Ewes and lambes are paind with pining 
/ with ewes and lambes confufed, 
v411 vnto our deathes declyning. 

Silence leaue thy caue obfcured, 
Daine a dolfull fwaine to tender, 
7Tiough difdaines / haue endured, 
Ye / am no deepe offender. 
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Phillips forme canne with his finger, 
Hide his fcarre it is fo little: 
Little fmne a day to linger, 
Wife men wander in a 7"ittle. 

Thriftles yet my fwaine haue turned, 
7Tiough my funne he neuer fhoweth : 
Though I weepe I am not mourned, 
7Tiough I want no pittie groweth. 

Yet for pittie loue my mufes, 
Gentle filence be their couer: 
They muft leaue their wonted vfes, 
^Tince / leaue to bee a louer. 

TTiey mail Hue with thee inclofed, 
/will loath my pen and paper: 
Arte (hall neuer be fuppofed, 
Sloath fhall quench the watching taper. 

Kiffe them filence, kiffe them kindly 
7Tiough / leaue them, yet / loue them: 
71iough my wit haue led them blindly, 
Yet my fwaine did once approue them. 

/ will trauell foyles remoued, 
Night and morrowe neuer merie: 
7"hou (halt harbor that I loued, 
/ will loue that makes me werye. 

li perchaunce the ftieepe ftrayeth, 
In thy walkes and ftiades vnhaunted: 
Tell the teene my heart betrayeth, 
How ncglecl: my ioyes hath daunted. 
FINIS. F 
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Sonnet XXI. 

Ye heraultes of my heart, mine ardent groanes, 
O teares which gladly would burft out to brookes, 
Oh fpent on fruitleffe fande my furging moanes, 
Oh thoughtes enthrald vnto care-boading lookes. 

A\i iuft laments of my vniuft diftreffe, 
Ah fond defires whom reafon could not guide, 
Oh hopes of loue that intimate redreffe, 
Yet proue the load-ftars vnto bad betide. 

When will you ceafe? or (hall paine neuer ceafing, 
Seaze on my heart? oh molifie your rage, 
Leaft your affaultes with ouer fwitf increafing, 
Procure my death, or call on timeleffe age. 

What if they do? they fhall but feede the fire, 

Which I haue kindled by my fond defire. 

Faire 
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Sonnet XXII. 

Faire art thou Phittis, I fo faire (fweet mayd) 
As nor the funne, nor / haue feene more faire, 
For in thy cheekes fweet rofes are embayde, 
And golde more pure then gold doth guilde thy haire. 

Sweet Bees haue hiu'd their hony on thy tongue, 
^nd Hebe fpic't hir Necter with thy breath: 
About thy necke do all the graces thronge, 
And lay fuch baites as might entangle death. 

In fuch a breaft what heart would not be thrall? 
From fuch fweet armes who would notwiih embraces? 
At thy faire handes who wonders not at all, 
Wounder it felfe through ignorance embafes? 

Ket naithelefle tho wonderous giftes you call thefe, 
My faith is farre more wonderfull then all thefe. 

F 2 Burft 
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Sonnet XXIII. 

Burft burft poore heart thou hall no longer hope, 
Captiue mine eyes vnto eternall fleepe, 
Let all my fences haue no further fcope, 
Let death be lord of me and all my Iheepe. 

For Phillis hath betrothed fierce difdaine: 
That makes his mortall mantion in hir heart, 
And though my tonge haue long time taken paine, 
7b fue deuorfe and wed hir to defart. 

She will not yeeld, my wordes can haue no power, 
She fcornes my faith, (he laughes at my fad layes, 
She filles my foule with neuer ceafmg fower, 
Who filt the world with volumes of hir praife: 

In fuch extreames what wretch can ceafe to craue, 

His peace from death, who can no mercy haue. 

No 

*5H 
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Sonnet XXI 1 1 1. 

No glory makes me glorious or glad, 
Nor pleafure may to pleaiure me difpofe, 
Ne comfort can reuiue my fences fad, 
Nor hope enfranchife me with one repofe. 

Nor in hir abfence taft I one delight, 
Nor in hir prefence am I well content, 
Was neuer time gaue tearme to my difpight, 
Nor ioy that dried the teares of my lament: 

Nor holde / hope of weale in memorie, 
Nor haue I thought to change my reftleffe griefe, 
Nor doth my conqueft yeelde me fouerainetie, 
Nor hope repofe, nor confidence, reliefe. 

For why (he fortes hir frownes and fauoures fo, 

As when I gaine or loofe I cannot know: 
F 3 
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Sonnet XXV. 

I wage the combat with two nrightie foes, 
Which are more ftrong then / ten thoufand foldc, 
The one is when thy pleafure I do lofe, 
The other, when thy perfon /be holde: 

In feeing thee a fwarme of loues confound me, 
And caufe my death in fpight of my refift, 
-^nd if I fee thee not thy want doth wound me, 
For in thy fight my comfort doth confift. 

The one in me continuall care createth, 
The other doth occafion my defire, : 
The one the edge of all my ioy rebateth, 
7Tie other makes me a Phenix in loues fire 

So that / grieue when / enioy your prefence, 

•tfnd dye for griefe by reafon of your abfence. 

He 
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Sonnet XXVI 

lie teach thee louely Phittis, what loue is, 
It is a vifion feeming fuch as thou 
That flies as fall as it affaultcs mine eies : 
IX is affection that doth reafon miffe: 

IX is a fhape of pleafure like to you, 
Which meetes the eie, and feene on fodaine dies, 
IX is a doubled griefe a fparke of pleafure, 
Begot by vaine defire, and this is loue, 

Whom in our youth we count our chiefeft treafure 
/n age for want of power we do reproue : 

Kea fuch a power is loue, whofe loffe is paine, 

And hauing got him we repent our gaine. 

F 4 Faire 
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Sonnet XXVII. 

Faire eyes whileft fearefull I your faire admire, 
By vnexpreffed fweetnes that I gaine, 
My memory of forrow doth expire, 
^nd faulcon like I tower ioyes heauens amaine* 

But when your fonnes in Oceans of their glory, 
Shut vppe their day-bright mine, I dye for thought: 
So paffe my ioyes as doth a new plaid ftorie, 
And one poore figh breaths all delight to nought. 

So to my felfe I Hue not, but for you, 
For you /Hue, and you I loue, but none elfe: 
Oh then faire eyes whofe light I Hue to viewe, 
Or poore forlorne defpis'd to Hue alone els, 

Looke fweete fince from the pith of contemplation, 

Loue gathereth life, and liuing, breedeth paflion. 

Not 
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Sonnet XXVIII. 

Not cauflefie were you chriftned (gentle flowers) 
The one of faith, the other fancies pride, 
For me who guides both faith and fancies power, 
In your faire coloures wrapes hir Iuory fide: 

As one of you hath whitenes without Itaine, 
So fpotleffe is my loue and neuer tainted : 
And as the other fhadoweth faith againe, 
Such is my laffe, with no fond chaunge acquainted : 

And as nor tirant fonne nor winter weather, 
May eeuer chaunge fweet Amaranthus hew: 
So me tho loue and fortune ioyne together, 
Will neuer leaue to bee both faire and true: 

^nd mould I leaue thee then thou prettie elfe? 

Nay firft let Damon quite forget himfelfe. 
G 
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Sonnet XXIX. 

/ feele my felfe endaungered beyond reafon, 
My death alreadie twixt the cup and lippe, 
Becaufe my proud defire through curfed treafon, 
Would make my hopes mount heauen, which cannotskip: 

My fancie ftill requireth at my handes, 
Such thinges as are not, cannot, may not bee 
And my defire altho my power with-ftandes, 
Will giue me winges, who neuer yet could flee: 

What then remaines except my maimed foule, 
Extort compafsion from loue-flying age, 
Or if nought els their furye may controwle, 
To call on death that quels affections rage. 

Which death (hall dwell with me and neuer flie, 

Since vaine defire feekes that hope doth denie. 
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Sonnet XJfX. 

I doe compare vnto thy youthly deare, 
(Which alwaies bydes within thy flowring prime,) 
The month of Aprill, that bedewes our clime 
With pleafant flowers, when as his mowers appeare. 

Before thy face, (hall flie falfe crueltie, 
Before his face, the doaly feafon fleetes, 
Milde beene his lookes, thine eyes are full of fweetes : 
Firme is his courfe, firme is thy loialtie. 

He paints the fieldes through liquid chriftall mowers, 
7Tiou paint'ft my verfe with Pallas learned flowers : 
With Zephirus fweet breath he fils the plaines, 
^nd thou my hart with weeping fighes dooft wring, 

His browes are dewd with mornings chriftall fpring, 

Thou mak'ft my eyes with teares bemoane my paines. 
G 2. Deuoide 
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Sonnet XATATI. 

Deuoide of reafon, thrale to foolifh ire, 
I walkc and chafe a fauage fairie dill, 
Now neere the flood, ftraight on the mounting hill, 
Now midft the woodes of youth, and vaine defire: 

For leafh I beare a cord of carefull griefe, 
For brach I lead an ouer forward minde, 
My houndes are thoughtes, and rage difpairing blind, 
Paine, crueltie, and care without reliefe: 

But they perceiuing that my fwift purfute, 
My flying fairie cannot ouertake, 
With open mouthes their pray on me do make, 
Like hungrie houndes that lately loft their fuite. 

^nd full of furie on their maifter feede, 

To haften on my hapleffe death with fpeede. 
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Sonnet XXXII. 

A thousand times to thinke and thinke the fame, 
To two faire eies to ihow a naked heart, 
Great thirft with bitter licor to reftraine, 
To take repaft of care and crooked fmart : 

7b figh full oft without relent of yre, 
To dye for griefe and yet conceale the tale, 
To others will to faihion my defire, 
To pine in lookes difguifd through penciue-palc ; 

A fhort difpight, a faith vnfained true, 
To loue my foe, and fet my life at nought, 
With heedleffe eies mine endleffe harmes to viewe, 
A will to fpeake, a feare to tell the thought, 

To hope for all, yet for difpaire to die, 

Is of my life the certaine deftenie. 

G3 When 
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Sonnet XXXI II. 

When firft fweet Phittis (whom / muft adore) 
Gan with her beauties bleffe our wondring skic, 
The fonne of Rhea, from their fatall ftore 
jl/ade all the Gods to grace her Maieftie. 

Apollo firft his golden rayes among, 
Did forme the beauty of her bounteous eyes : 
He grac't her with his fweet melodious fong, 
And made her fubiect of his poefies. 

The warriour Mars, bequeath'd her fierce difdaine, 
Venus her fmile, and Phozbe all her fayre, 
Python his voyce, and Ceres all her graine, 
The morne her lockes and fingers did repayre. 

Young Loue, his bowe, and Thetis gaue her feete: 
Clio her praife, Pallas her fcience fweete. 
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Sonnet XXX Ull. 

I would in rich and golden coloured raine, 
With tempting mowers in pleafant fort difcend, 
Into faire Phillis lappe (my louely friend) 
When fleepe hir fence with flomber doth reftraine. 

I would be chaunged to a milk-white Bull, 
When midft the gladfome fieldes (he (hould appeare, 
By pleafant finenes to furprife my deere, 
Whileft from their ftalkes, (he pleafant flowers did pull: 

I were content to wearie out my paine, 
To bee Narfijfus fo (he were a fpring 
To drowne in hir thofe woes my heart do wring: 
And more I wifli tranfformed to remaine: 

That whileft I thus in pleafures lappe did lye, 

I might refrefli defire, which elfe would die. 

G4 I 
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Sonnet XX~KM '. 

I hope and fearc, / pray and hould my peace, 
Now freeze my thoughtes and ftraight they frie againe, 
/ now admire and ftraight my wounders ceafe, 
/ loofe my bondes and yet my felfe reftraine: 

This likes me moft that leaues me difcontent, 
My courage ferues and yet my heart doth faile, 
My will doth clime whereas my hopes are fpent, 
/ laugh at loue, yet when he comes / quaile. 

7Tie more / ftriue, the duller bide / (till, 
/ would bee thrald, and yet / freedome loue, 
I would redreffe, yet hourly feede myne ill, 
I would repine, and dare not once reproue, 

And for my loue I am bereft of power, 
And ftrengthleffe ftriue my weaknes to deuoure. 

If 
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Sonnet xxxvj. 

lib> I feeke the (hades, / prefently doe fee 
The God of Loue forfakes his bow and fitte me by: 
If that I think to write, his Mufes plyant be, 
If fo / plaine my griefe, the wanton boy will cry. 

li I lament his pride, he doth increafe my paine, 
If teares my cheeks attaint, his cheeksaremoiftwithmone, 
li I difclofe the woundes the which my hart hath flaine, 
He takes his Fafcia off, and wipes them dry anone. 

II fo I walke the woodes, the woodes are his delight, 
li I my felfe torment, he bathes hym in my blood: 
He will my fouldiour be if once I wend to fight, 
li feas delight, he (tears my Barke amidft the flood: 

In breefe, the cruell God doth neuer from me goe, 

But makes my lading loue eternall with my woe. 

H. Thefe 
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Sonnet xxxvij. 

Thefe fierce inceflant waues that ftreame along my face, 
Which (how the certaine proofe of my nere-ceafing pains, 
Fayre Phillisaxt no teares that trickle from my brains : 
For why fuch ftreames of ruth, within me find no place. 
Thefe floods thatwet my cheeks, are gatheredfrO thygrace 
And thyperfections,&from hundreththoufandflowers 
Which from thy beauties fpring: wherto I medlyfhowers 
Of Rofe and Lillyes to, the collours of thy face. 
My loue doth ferae for fire, my hart the fornace is, 
The aperries of my fighes augment the burning flame, 
The Limbique is myne eye that doth diftill the fame: 
And by how much my fire is violent and flye, 
By fo much doth it caufe the waters mount on hie, 
TTiatfliowrefrom out mine eyes, fortoaflwage mymifle. 
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VV\vo lyues inthrald to Cupid and his flame, 
From day to day is chang'd in fundry fort : 
7Tie proofe whereof my felfe may well report, 
Who oft transformd by him may teach the fame. 
I firft was turnd into a wounded Hart, 
That bare the bloodie arrow in my fide: 
7"hen to a Swanne that midft the waters glide, 
With pittious voyce prefagd my deadlie fmart. 
lift-foones I waxt a faint and fading flower, 
71ien was I made a fountaine fuddaine dry, 
Diftilling all my teares from troubled eye: 
Now am I Salamander by his power, 

Liuing in flames, but hope ere long to be 
A voice, to talke my Miftreffe maieftie. 

H2 
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Sonnet xxxix. 

My matchleffe Miftreffe, whofe delicious eyes 
Haue power to perfect natures priuie wants, 
Euen when the Sunne in greateft pompe did ryfe, 
With pretty tread, dyd preffe the tender plants. 

Each ftalk whilft forth fhe ftalkes, to kyffe her feete 
Is proud with pompe, and prodigall of fweete. 
Her fingers faire in fauouring euery flower 
7"hat wooed theyr /iiory for a wifhed touch : 
By chaunce (fweet chaunce) vpon a bleffed hower, 
Did pluck the flower where Loue himfelfe did couch. 
Where Loue did couch by furamer toyle fuppreft, 
^nd fought his fleepes within fo fweete a neft. 
The Virgins hand that held the wanton thrall, 
/mprifoned him within the Rofe-ate leaues: 
And twixt her teates, with fauour did enftall 
The louely Rofe, where Loue his reft receaues. 
The lad that felt the foft and fweete fo nye, 
Drownd in delights, difdaines his liberty. 
^nd fayd, let Venus feeke another fonne, 
For heare my onely matchleffe Mother is: 
From whofe fayre orient Orbes the drinke doth ronne, 
That deifies my ftate with greater blis: 

7Tiys fayd, he fuckt, my Miftreffe blufhing fmyld, 
Since Loue was both her prifoner and her child. 

Refem- 
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Refembling none, and none fo poore as I, 
Poore to the world, and poore in each efteeme, 
Whofe firft borne loues, at firft obfcurd did die, 
^nd bred no fame but flame of bace mifdeeme. 

Vnder the Enfigne of whofe tyred pen, 
Loues legions forth haue maskt, by others masked : 
Thinke how I lyue wronged by ill tonged men, 
Not Maifter of my felfe, to all wrongs tasked. 

Oh thou that canft, and (he that may doe all things, 
Support thefe languifhing conceits that perrifli, 
Looke on theyr growth : perhaps thefe fillie fmall things 
May winne this worldly palme, fo you doe cherrim. 

Homer hath vowd, and I with him doe vowe thys, 

He will and mail reuiue, if you alowe thys. 

H3 Ode 
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An Ode. 



"M' Owe J find tkylookes were Jained, 
Quickly loft, and quicklie gained: 
Soft thy skinne,likewoollof Weathers, 
Hart vn/iable, light as feathers. 
Tongue vntruftie, fubtil fighted, 
Wanton will, with change delighted: 
Siren pleafant, foe to reafon, 
Cupid plague thee for this treafon. 

Of thine eyes, I made my mirror, 
From thy beautie came mine error, 
All thy words I counted wittie, 
All thyfmiles I deemed pitty. 
Thyfatfe teares that me agrieued, 
Firft of all my truft decerned, 
Sinn pleafant, foe to reafon, 
Cupid plague thee for this treafon. 

Faind acceptance when J asked, 
Lonely words with cunning masked, 
Holy vowes but hart vnholly, 
Wretched man my truft was folly: 



Lillie white andprettie winking, 
Sollemne vowes, but forty thinking. 
S\rcn pleafant, foe to reafon, 
Cupid plague thee for this treafon. 

Now I fee Ofeemely cruell, 
Others warme them at my fuell. 
Wit fhall guide me in this durance, 
Since in hue is no affurance. 
Change thy pafture, take thypleafure, 
Beautie is a fading treafure. 
Siren pleafant, foe to reafon, 
Cupid plague thee for this treafon. 

Prime youth lufls not age ftill follow, 
And make white tkefe treffes yellow, 
Wrinckled face for lookes delightfull, 
Shall acquaint the Dame defpightfull: 
And when time /hall eate thy glory, 
Then too late thou wilt beforry. 
Siren pleafant, foe to reafon, 
Cupid plague thee for thy treafon. 
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3ft? The complaint of ElsJred* 

THE filent ftiadowes with their mothers vaile, 
The brighter lampe of Heauen from Thetis hid: 
Afiolloes filter in her ftarrie raile, 
Along her lower fpheare in tryumph rid, 
When / by Seuerns beauteous banckes alone, 
Encountred with this wofull vilion. 

A doleful] Queene in femblance and array, 
Attended by a princely looking laffe: 
^midft the waltring waue inforc't her way, 
^nd landed there where I lamenting was: 
Both feemd of royall birth, and well begotten, 
Altho their weedes through eld and wette were rotten. 

The leaues in ^utumne fall not downe fo fait, 
As liquid chriftall dropped from their eyes: 
But when their ftormie teares were ouer-paft, 
(The filent fpokf-men of their miferies) 
They fate them downe where I amaz'd remained, 
And thus their falls fuccefsiuely complained. 

Amidft the troopes of thofe whom tyrant Fate 
Hath ledde in tryumph to their time-leffe graue: 
Let wofull ElsJred weepe her wretched ftate, 
Whofe ftorie merrits fome regard to haue. 

Who once inthron'd, and now to fortune thrall, 
May teach fuccefsions to auoyde my fall. 

Within 
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The complaint 

Within that Region where proud-byllowed Rhine, 
Doth animate the babes of fruit full earth: 
AxA. baines the bofome of the fwelling Vine: 
From thence my of-fpring came, and thence my byrth 
In fwathing clowtes, for happy Princeffe heried, 
/n fiirowding fheete, a hapleffe Princeffe buried. 

What faid I, buried? / in filuer waue. 

What faid I, fhrowded? / in liquid fheete. 

The water both my winding fheete and graue, 

Which ftifling me, for pitty feemd to greete: 
But where the life fo wretched did become, 
What talke /of the death, the fhrowd, the Tombef 

When firft I fuckt the fweetes of fubtile ayre, 
Like to a Comet gathered in the North, 
(Which in the vernall feafon makes repayre) 
With me all natures ritches iffued forth. 

They that beheld, admird, and did prefage 

By infancie, the honours of myne age. 

7Tie fame that mould prefent my facts to view, 
As I from cradle crept, fo gathered wing: 
As grew my beauties, fo his feathers grew, 
As waxt my worth, fo was he prefl to fpring, 
As yeeres increaft, from earth to trees he fprung, 
From trees to towers, from whence my fame he fung. 

Thus 
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of Ettlred. 
7Tius through continuall motion growing great, 
His many feathers hatcht as many eyes, 
His eyes, as many tongues for to intreate, 
His tongues, as many eares to barken cryes. 
Which feathers, eyes, tongues, eares, he euer frames 
To paint our praife, and bruit our endleffe blames. 

TTiys monftrous babe (that rents his mothers breft, 

To fill the world with tragick hiftorie) 

To regifter my beauties neuer ceaft, 

Where-through, each eare that heard the nouelty, 
Summons each fence with wonder to behold, 
Ii beauties were fo great as they were told. 

The Germaine Lords, my Fathers neighbour freends, 
(For why my Father was a Germaine Peere) 
Willing to fee the face which Fame commends, 
Doe haunt his Court, and like and loue me deere. 

All wooe, none winne, for Fortune would it fo, 

To fette me hie, at laft to caft me low. 

At length, farre bruited through hys famous fight, 
Renowned Number terror of hys time, 
(More feard then lou'd of euery Germaine Knight) 
Came to our Court, and faw me in my prime: 
.^11 like a mayden-rofe, as yet vntainted, 
Where-with each touch defires to be acquainted. 

I. Hys 
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The complaint 

His power, his perfon farre beyond report, 
His promife to enftall me in a throne: 
His working words which mercy might extort, 
Had power to fafhion loue where firft was none: 
So that two Damfels with my felfe agreed, 
To waight from him our fortunes and good fpeed. 

71ms we with armed eyes, whence loue did forage 
The richeft treafures of his tender hart, 
Infpyred Number by our lookes with courage, 
With him from Germaine foyle we did depart: 
For him, our friends, for him, our land we left, 
With him, of friends, lands, life we were bereft. 

His myghty minde which hunted after fame, 
(Fore-ftaling each occafion of delay:) 
His warlike troopes to tedious marten did frame, 
7^11 all arriu'd where as his fhyppes did ftay, 
We were embarckt, and by propitious wind, 
Within th' Albanian Coaft did harbor find. 

He that hath feene the daughters of the skye, 
The myracles of nature in the fielde, 
Who after theyr imperiall chieftaine flye, 
And cull fuch comforts as the fpring doth yeeld, 
How each his taske, how all themfelues reuiue 
At his commaund, for to enrich theyr Hiue: 



Or 
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of Elftred. 

Or as the royall Monarcke of the Ants, 
Arranging of his little-labouring traine, 
(In Summer tyme fore-feeing Winters wants) 
By theyr indeuours ftores his neft with graine, 
Where each induftrious elfe for common good, 
Doth gather, feeke, regather happy foode. 

So ftriue thefe Scithian warriours, to expreffe 
TTieir duties to theyr Prince by induftrie: 
Some pitch theyr Tents, and fome theyr ^rmes addreffe, 
Some fcoute, fome forage all the Country nie. 
The Plow-mans hope, the thrifty Husbands tillage, 
Is now become the waft-full fouldiours pillage. 

Stout Albanacl as then the Scottish King, 
Hearing of Numbers proud inuafion : 
To ftoppe ambition leaft it further fpring, 
Attended by the flower of all his Nation, 

Encountered him, and that his barbarous band, 
Endeuouring force, by force for to withftand. 

Then preffed forth from depth of horrid hell, 
The babes of wreakfull warre with threatning browes: 
Reuengefull Wrath, and fleepleffe Enuie fell, 
Prodigious Feare her trembling lymmes did rowfe : 
And flefh-leffe Death, ledde blood-affecting Murther, 
The tragicke change of fortune for to further. 

1 2 TTie 
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The complaint 

The Husbands fcithc was chaunged to a fword, 
The Coblers-aule into a fturdie launce: 
Peace was obfcurd, of warre was euery word, 
^11 prayd to Fortune for fuccef-full chaunce, 
That fits inthrond on her inconstant feate, 
And helpe them moft who leaft her helpe intreate. 

As when to purge excefsiue moyft, defcending 
From Saturns fpheare, or els fuperfluous heate, 
loue ftyrd vp by Mars, (common good intending) 
Sends lyghtning-flafh to lay theyr angry threate. 
So wifer heads that knew the fcourge of warre, 
Sought footh-faft meanes to mittigate the iarre. 

But as a troope of fierce incenfed Bulles, 
The Heardf-mans ftrokes or threats doe fette at nought: 
So they whofe rankorous rage their iudgment dulles, 
Had little minde to peace or peace-full thought. 
" Who fight for Crownes, fet life, fet all to light, 
" Who aime fo hie, will die or hit the white. 

7Tie battailes ioynd, heauen mournd to fee them ioyne, 
7Tie burnifht Ernies, heauens brighteft beautie bafht: 
On warlike-fteades with many a fattall foine, 
The moodie men at Armes together dafht. 

The Heauens to fee, the Earth to beare did grone, 
What God confents to fet thefe iarres at one f 

As 
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of Elftred. 

As when a troope of harueft thriftie fwaines, 
With cutting fcithes earth ripned ritches mowe: 
Whole fheaues of Come lye ftrewd vpon the plaines, 
So fall the Scots before the conquering foe. 

My Humber gaind both kingdome and renowne, 
And Albanaft loft life, his ftate, his Crowne. 

When Albanatl loft life, his ftate, his crowne, 
71ien we our lyues, our ftates, our crownes attained : 
We came to conquer and to put him downe, 
Audi what we fought, by warlike fword we gained. 
Ceefar no more then Humber could intend, 
Who came, who faw, who conquered in the end. 

But woe is me, promotion is a puffe, 
7Tiefe worldly honors are but fiiades of fweete: 
Who feeke too much, before they gette enough, 
Before they meete the meane, with death doe meete. 
With death they meete, the /fauen of all defire, 
Where will muft waine, and pride cannot afpire. 

For when Locrinus with his warlike brother, 
His warlike brother Cambre, vnderftood 
How partiall Fortune which deferts doth fmother, 
Had brought to nought the neftling of theyr brood: 
7Tiey leuied men, marcht forth without incomber, 
And fought, and gaind, and tryumpht ouer Humber. 
1 3. 7Tien 
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Then fled my loue, who thought the world (hold flie him, 
And what he fledde, he mette with ere he fought it, 
For why the floods that paflage did denie him, 
Deni'de him not the death, before he thought it : 

And in that flood which terminate the bound, 3«S^" 
TvriKtEnglanii&tmxtSct>tIantt,de3thhe(oan<i. J^ST" 

to thyi day. 

There death he fofid, with many a warlike Knight. 
There found we thraldome, farre more worfe then death, 
Cordes were our Crownes, our dainties were defpight, 
My two conforts (aie's me) there loft their breath. 
There loft / friends, there loft I helpes, there hope, 
But loe my fortune aymes at higher fcope. 

For where I loft my loue, my friends, my hope, 
There found / hope, there faithful friends, there loue: 
-^nd whilft / went faft fettered in a rope, 
Weeping fuch teares as might compafsion moue, 
I was prefented by vnhallowed hand, 
To ftoute Locrinus King of Logiers land. 

Who like that thunder-threatning Potentate, 
7*he Arbiter of changes and increafe, 
Sate lightning forth fuch lookes as might amate 
Warre-breeding Mars, the countercheck of peace : 
Him when I faw, / ftiooke, and making wept, 
^nd weeping, to his throne for mercy crept. 

And 
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And whilft / rent my carelefie-fcattered locks, 
7Tiofe tricked trammels where true loue was tangled, 
A\ Locrins breaft for mercy fancie knocks, 
Shadowed in feemely lookes where-with loue angled : 
^nd when I cry'd, O pitty me my King, 
His eyes cry'd pitty me, by woe looking. 

£ach motion of mine eyes, enforc't commotion 
Betwixt his will and reafon what to aunfwere : 
(But will where loue will rule, muft haue promotion.) 
My fute firft paft for life, with liftning eare 

He heard, and graunted what / did require, 

Ennobling of my life by his defire. 

My bonds newe broke, and I from fetters los'd, 
As mount the brother twinnes from waterie vaft, 
Within fayre Thetis liquid lappe fore-clos'd, 
So from their humbled clofures lightned fall 
My louely lampes, which earft made intercefsion, 
^nd by one looke, of all harts tooke pofsefsion. 

^11 wonder, and with dazeled eyes with-draw them, 
Onely the right-borne Egle by thefe lights 
^pprou'd his birth-right, and no fooner faw them 
^pparailed in hope, and choyce delights, 

But vp he lookes, by fuddaine fight confounded, 
And I by felfe-Iike fight, was likely wounded. 

"For 
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" For where there growes a fimpathie of harts, 
" Each pafsion in the one, the other paineth, 
" ^nd by each cariage of the outward parts, 
(Wherein the actuall worke of loue remaineth) 
7Tie inward griefes, miflikes, and ioyes are tought: 
And euery figne bewraies a fecrete thought. 

Short tale to tell, Locrinus had the palme 
A-aA. intereft in all my beft defseignes: 
Ztach kiffe I lent him, breathed Indian balme 
To cure his woundes, to breake affections cheines 
He had Loues Moly growing on my pappes, 
To charme a hell of forrow and mifhappes. 

Loe heere my fecond fteppe to high eftate, 

Now marke my fecond fall and ouerthrow: 

Behold in me the tragedy of fate, 

7*he true Idea of this worldly woe : 
The Eris and Erynnis that proceedes 
From wretched life, that trufts to Fortunes weedes. 

Locrinus freed from hoftile detriment, 
Poffeft of loue by me, and me by loue: 
(Whofe lookes vnto his loue gaue nutriment) 
Whether by fatall motion from aboue, 

Or through the hote fuggeftions of his Lords, 

Vnto a fecond loue at laft accords. 

To 
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To Guendolen, to Guendolen (woe's me) 

To Corineus daughter, by confult 

My deere Locrinus muft efpoufed be, 

Euen heere gan Fortune proudly to infult. 
What fayd I, to infult, nay rather raigne, 
For hence his tyranny he did maintaine. 

The Englifli King God knowes againfl his will, 
(Or els his will, farre differed from his vowes) 
His Nobles intimations to fulfill, 
The Corniih Guendoletia did efpoufe. 

Shee got the Crowne, tho / was promift faire, 

And he by her begot a royall heyre. 

Then to my pride, rebated by her ryiing, 
No day, no night, could paffe me without plaint: 
My thoughts were penfiue, ful of fad furmifmg, 
My dreames, fome dreadfull domage did depaint. 
Aloud my confidence tolde, and I confeft it, 
My life was loofe, and bad me to deteft it. 

I feard Locrinus through his new contract, 
Should grow in hatred of his auncient choyce: 
I faw my credite was already crackt, 
My life condemnd for leud by common voyce. 
^nd what is worfe? I knew the Queene intended 
TTiat but with death her wrath mould not be ended. 
K. Amidft 
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^midft thefe thriuing thoughts, whilft I aflaied 
With vaine-affected hopes, to ouer-top 
The true-inflicted paines my hart betraid, 
Locrinus came : and by fweet words did ftop 
The breach, which guilty confcience and vnreft 
Had made, within the rampayres of my breft. 

The ruines which incefiant feare prouokt, 
By his well tempered reafons were renewed : 
My halfe-dead ioyes whom danger long had chokt, 
Were cheer'd with kifles which fweet words infewed. 
Hys words attended by truth-meaning teares, 
Rauifht my hart, through myne attentiue eares. 

Tho Guendolen (faith he) doth tyrannife, 
Yet Elfired is the foueraigne of my foule: 
Th' inforced follace, like to vapour flies 
That hath no power repining harts to towle. 
^nd wrefted wedlocks breed but hated heate, 
Where no loue feemes fo fweet, as ftolne and fecrete. 

Ah, temporife my loue a little feafon, 
And reape the ripning harueft of all pleafure: 
Gleane all my loues, and doe me but this reafon, 
To ferue oceafion tyll me gyues thee feafure. 

Rent out thy feares to mindes more baceand abiect, 
And truft thy lyfe to me, thy beauties fubiecl. 

Difpa- 
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Difparage not my hope by thy mifdeeming, 
The neft is thine, altho the Cuckow hatch there: 
Loue lyues not there where lookes make louely-feeming, 
Beare witnes heauens, / neuer meant to match there. 
But I inforft to flye a further mifchiefe, 
In colour her, in hart doe hold thee chiefe. 

All thefe and more, fweet chaines of honny fpeech, 
Deliuered by a trick Herculean tongue, 
Able to tice all eares, and all griefes teach, 
So rooted vp my forrowes as they fprung, 
That hope furuiu'd, and ioy exhaled greefe: 
" For perfect loue is quickeft of beleefe. 

And to effect his honny promife plighted, 
No pleafures were vnfought to yeeld me follace: 
The darkfome care which my harts hope benighted, 
7Tie funne-ihine of his princly loue did chace. 
Delight in mowers of gold, in harmonie, 
7n curious gemmes, was fent to pleafe mine eye. 

And to affure my lyfe and his content, 

A fecond Cretan wonder he began, 

Wherein nor wanted arte nor ornament, 

Nor curious worke of high conceited man : 
By hundreth waies, and twice as mickle winding, 
Croft, and recroft, beyond all fearchers finding. 

K2 Not 
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Not that Coloffus reared vp in Rhodes, 
Nor hanging Gardens houering in the sky: 
Nor all the wonderous manfions and aboades 
In Egipt, Lemnos, or in Italy, 

Eyther for riches, cunning, or expence, 
Might match this Laborinth for excellence. 

Within thys Maze and curious Caue I kept, 
^nd thofe the 5aphires of my fhyning eyes 
Long wakned by my feares, in quiet flept. 
Heere when Locrinus lift to wantonnife, 
I payd him trybute for thofe gifts he fent me, 
With all the fweets that God and nature lent me. 

So long in lyftes of pleafure did we ftriue, 
7111 both affections mutually agreed, 
The happy heauens a Trophie did reuiue, 
A 7rophie of our tryumph and good fpeede: 
A pretty babe for me to ftay withall, 
A louely child for hym to play withall. 

Then loe the fire regathered moodie might, 
Long fmothered in the embers of fufpect: 
In me alone Locrinus tooke delight, 
And fo my new-borne Sabrine did affect, 
That nor his wife, her fonne, or ought could moue him 
To leaue my loue, who did fo deerely loue him. 

Miflikes 
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" Mi fl ikes are filly lets where Kings refolue them, 
"Where couniaile-chafing will hath empery, 
" Deedes are too preft for reafon to diffolue them. 
" /n mighty mindes a grounded vanity 

" Zike /uie fprings, that ceafleffe neuer ftoppeth, 
" Vntill her neighbour-Oake (he ouer-toppeth. 

Locrinus hearing of the haplefle date 
Of Corineus, Guendolenues Father: 
Now gan to tempeft forth his fmothered hate 
He durft not threaten forth, or publifh rather: 
And both his wife, and his vnhappy chyld, 
From Crowne, from Court, from fauour quite exild. 

Then was I drawne like that fea-foftered Queene, 
From thofe obfcurer pryfons of my glory, 
And brought abroade in tryumphe to be feene : 
None durft vpbraid, though many harts were fory. 

All likt my lookes, tho each one curft my life, 

To fee a harlot fo fupplant a wife. 

But as the Sunne in March, is held vnholefome 
For ftirring vmors, and not laying them: 
Filling the earth and ayre with moiflnes fulfome, 
Yet not refoluing or decaying them, 

So was Locrinus blamed for this action: 
Who brought to head heere-through a mighty faction. 
K 3 For 
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For Guendolen, with that heroick fprite 
Where-with her Father was enobled erft, 
To wreake on me her Miriades of defpight, 
7Tie fentence of her wrongs by power reuerft, 

Her harmes, by armes, (he vowd to fotif-fie, 

^nd heereon leuied a mighty Annie. 

And thus attended in tryumphant order, 
And garded by her warlike Cornish crew, 
She pitcht her field, neere to thofe banks which border 
Tlris azure-mantled ftreame, where now we rewe. 
The King that fets a womans threates at nought, 
Preft men, and met hys foe, and with her fought. 

But fo would Fortune, (fie on Fortune fickle) 
7Tiat by a fhaft Locrinus was confounded : 
His fcattered troopes like fheaues before the fickle, 
Fell downe, or fled, or died deadly wounded. 
Ah guiltlefie foules, they perrifht for my finnes, 
And from theyr fall, my tragedy beginnes. 

A\i Fortune, nurfe of fooles, poyfon of hope, 
Fuell of vaine defires, deferts deftruction, 
Impugner of preuentions, errors fcope, 
Suppofed foueraigne through our vaine conftruction, 

Princeffe of Paganifme, roote of impietie, 

Deuill on earth masked in deitie; 

Scorne 
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Scorne of the learned, Follies eldeft lifter, 

Baftard of tyme, begot by vaine opinion 

^gainft thy power, O peeuifh proud refifter, 

Mother of lyes, and Miftreffe of illuGon, 
Vampe of vaine glory, double faced fhroe, 
Whofe fmyles at firft fuccesfull, end in woe. 

It was not thou, (tho worldly wits accufe thee) 
7"hat fette Mount Gioel of my plagues a burning: 
It was not thou, my confcience doth excufe thee, 
It was my finne that wrought myne ouer-turning. 
It was but iuftice, from the heauens inflicted 
On luftfull life, defamed and conuicted, 

As when the poule that vnder-props the Vine, 

Is reft away, the crimfon clufters fall, 

Ani as the buildings fuddainly decline, 

That want the meanes to ftay them vp withall: 
So when the King, and all his trufty freends 
Were fled or flaine, then loe mine honour ends. 

My lyttle daughter left alone with me, 
Both trauerfing the fatall blood-dewd plaine: 
More fit to feare, then fleete away to flee, 
At laft arriu'd where as my loue lay flayne: (breeding, 
Oh flaying fight, wounds wounding, death, death 
Pale lookes (yee feales of forrow) palenes feeding. 

Sweete 
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Sweet Image of his lyuing excellence, 
Whilft thus it lay (ah-las that thus it lay) 
Impatient greefe would leaue me no defence, 
I cald on death, but teares wept death away. 

His worft was paft, / figh'd, but fighes nor flender 
Teares worke no truce, but where the hart is tender. 

And as the ftraw vnto the Tette faft cleaueth, 
So clunge / both myne armes about his necke: 
Pouring my plaints in eares that nought conceaueth. 
Ah loue (quoth I) vnkind, why doft thou checke, 
Why doft thou mate the minds that moft admire thee, 
And in our needes, inconftant thus retire thee? 

Breathe life in him againe, or leaue me breathlefle, 
Or from thine enuious tryumphant throne, 
Send forth Defpayre-with locks vnkempt and wreathleffe, 
To ioyne by death two foules in life but one. 
And fince at once our harts thou didft infpire, 
Let both of vs (O Loue) at once expire. 

Oh fpent on barraine ground, my flood-like weeping 
Loue would not heare: tho gan I trembling try 
If kifles could reuiue his ceaflefle fleeping, 
But death repines thefe baites of fond defire. 

I fuckt his wounds, and wrapt them round about, 

But (ah) the life before was iffued out. 

/ 
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I faynting fell, enfeebled through my fufFeraunce, 
My child that faw me fall, for griefe fell by me : 
I wept, fhe cryde, both gaue griefe fuftenaunce, 
/ fainted, and (he fainting layd her nie me. 
Euen what I kyft, (he kift, and what I fayd 
She fayd, and what I fear'd, made her afrayd. 

For euery figh, a figh, for euery teare, 
A teare, fhe was no niggard of her moane; 
Ah beauties bloffome blafted in the eare, 
7Tiou daughter of the hapleffe woful one, 
7Tie croppes of cares together muft thou gather, 
And loofe at once, both Mother, life, and Father. 

Whilft thus we breath'd our Elegies of forrow, 
Not recking who beheld, or who furpris'd vs, 
7Tie free-booters that raunge the Champion thorow, 
(Who by our robes, of fome high race furmis'd vs) 

Layd hands on vs, and brought vs to the Queene, 

Who fate tryumphant royally befeene. 

Looke how fayre locked Iuno was affected, 
When ihe the monfter-queller did behold, 
With felfe-like proud-full enmitie infected 
The Queene fate, hatching murthers manifold ; 
And as the wrathfull tempeft, that doth follow 
In high-topt trees, long murmureth ere it blow, 

L. So 
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So gan (he to euacuate by her tongue, 
The Hydraes of reuenge (he had intended : 
With tyring taunts at firft my heart (he ftoonge, 
And fierce vpbraydes with bitter buffets ended. 
Suborner of laftiuioufnefle, ((he cride) 
Haft thou no vale of (hame, thy lookes to hide? 

Mifgouern'd Minion, in whofe wanton browes 
7"he regifters of wretched fife are written : 
Suborner of contempt, lafciuious blowfe, 
By whom my ioyes were blafted and froft-bitten. 

Afiftrefle of murthers, loofeneffe, and what not? 

Now are you compaft in your proud complot. 

The Caedar tree is falne, that did protect you 
From euery ftormie threat and hate I ment thee: 
But now fierce rage by footfteps (hall direct you 
To timeleffe death ; for-thy vaine wretch repent thee, 
7Tiou art but dead: for death my hate muft bound, 
7Tiy childe, thy felfe, together (hall be drownd. 

This faid, (he wild the Minifters to bind 
Our tender armes: and now pale feare addreft 
Our wayning rofes, quite beyond theyr kind, 
To flie our cheekes, and helpe our hearts oppreft. 

Feare fommond teares, teares came, and ftroue to (tint 

A ceafleffe hate, within a hart of flint. 

But 
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But weladay our Doomefday was ordaind, 
For when the oceans of our moane afiaild her: 
A ruthles rocke, deaf-eared, (he difdaind, 
We faild not to fubmit, but pittie faild her. 

Then lowlie-creeping proftrate at her feete, 

In thefe laments for mercy I intreate. 

Pittifull Queene (fayd /) vouchfafe t'afibmmon, 
The partialleft opinions of thy mind : 
And yet remembring thee thou art a woman, 
Heare thou with reafon, not affection blind : 
Then loe my proofes to fuch effect (hall fort, 
As they from thee fome pittie (hall extort. 

If vnder couert of ambitious riling, 

Or fond intention to fuggeft the King, 

Or by complots of mine owne lewd deuifing, 

I had furmifd or practifd any thing, 
Where-through Locrinus mould affect me fo, 
Iuft were my death, and iuft mine ouerthrow. 

But happy heauens haue regiftred the truth, 
They know my caufe, and they can thee affure 
It was not I, it was thy husbands youth 
That made him loue, and traind him to the lure. 

What mould poore Captiues doo? or what mould I? 

Twere better loue and Hue, than loath and die. 

L 2 My 
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My fexe was weake, my fences farre. more weaker, 

Afflictions taught me to accept occafion: 

/ am a poore vnwilling wedlock breaker, 

I was vnable to withftand inuafion : 
For where the Conquerer crau'd, I knew full well 
He could commaund, if fo / mould rebell. 

What is the Wren, to wraftle with the Gripe? 

Or mine vnarmed will to refolution? 

Although my beauty made affections ripe, 

His was the palme, and his the execution. 
My fufferaunce was my fault, he did exact all, 
He fought, he taught me firft for to enact all. 

Then mighty Soueraigne mittigate thine ire, 

For why I finn'd vnwilling and enforced: 

And thoan exile, let me hence retyre. 

But if compafsion be from thee diuorced, 
O let me die, and true compafsion take 
Vpon my daughter, for her fathers fake. 

Looke how in royall characters inchafed, 
She beares the records of his haughty hart. 
Stoope princely mayde, be not fo lofty paced, 
Not what thou wert thinke thou, but what thou art. 
Wilt thou not ftoope? ah wretch, perhaps thou deemeft 
The Queene will pardon, fince fo fweet thou feemeft. 

Fayre 



y Google 



of Elftred. 

Fayre-looking foule, how often did / feale 

Kiffes vppon her cheekes, whilft thus / pleaded? 

But all in vaine for pitty / appeale, 

Sentence of death already was arreaded ; 

Faft bound, to Seuerns bancke / was conducted, 
Readie to die, yet not to death inftructed. 

Meane-while, my fweet SabHna weeping halted 
To Guendolen, and with her little palme 
Strooke on her marble-breaft, by no griefe wafted, 
Striuing by fmiles her moody wrath to calme. 

She kift her hand, and ftraight embraft her neck, 

As if inforcing mercie by a beck. 

Pardon me cry'd, oh Madam, faue my Mother. 

Yea Mother fo / cry'd, faid Sabrine tho. 

Oh let me now no longer forrow fmother, 

But by my felfe capitulate my woe: 
Since none are fit, or meeteft to reueale it, 
Then thofe who like my felfe, doe likewife feele it. 

/ faw the death prepared for my life, 

I faw the teares my Mother wept for me: 

/ faw the wofull louer and the wife, 

Th' one paft pitty, th' other pittying me. 
I pittied both, th' one, wanting remorfe, 
Th' other, fince her plaints had little force. 

L3 And 
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And both of thefe with felfe like pittie wounded, 
Beheld me, whilft I dallyed for my death: 
I dallied with that lippe which me confounded, 
The Hppe that gaue eiection to my breath. 

The lippe which through the office of the toung, 
Made age-purfuing death to feafe on young. 

How much for thee fweet mother did I flatter, 
Pledging tranfparant Chriftall for fome pittie? 
I know, God knowes, God knowes, I know the matter, 
Will would not heare the words of wanton prettier 
Both, both muft dye, I mother, thou muft dye, 
Thou muft be drownd, fweet mother, fo muft I. 

As climes the auncient fhaddow of the field, 
The Father-oake, whofe rootes fo deepely enter, 
Aswhere thefpreading boughes midft heauensdoo build, 
The reft lyes clofd in the Tartarian center: 

Whom fierce Vulturnus (wonder-working blaft) 
Nor Southerne healthles wind can ouercaft 

So fat the Queene vndaunted and vntainted, 
Zike to her felfe, an enuious minded woman: 
With no kind pleas, her eares would be acquainted, 
Away with them me cryes. Ah-las that no man 
Weepes now with me ; for then what creature curft not 
The cruell Queene, tho reprehend they durft not. 

Then 
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Sabrine. Zlien you and / fweet Mother were led forth, 
Elslred. We were led foorth fweet daughter to our laft ; 
Sabrine. Our words, our beauties had but little worth, 
Elslred. So will the heauens : that pureft, fooneft waft. 
Sabrine. Icride,helpmother,help,when/wasdrowned r 
Elslred. Ahhelplesboth.yetwantinghelperenowmed. 

Thus caft at once into the wofull waue, 
7*hat laugh t for to embowell natures treafures: 
/ forft my felfe, my Sabrine for to faue, 
But death no time, no age, no reafon meafures. 
Helpe mother when thou crydft, / came vnto thee, 
And then I died, when drowning did vndoe thee. 

Both dyed at once : the A nnals of mifhap, 
Wherein woe-tempted men may read theyr fortune : 
Since all are fubiect to the felfe like trap, 
^nd felfe like death may fweeteft foules importune. 
Sabrine. I thus we dyed, yet not with felfe like fame, 
For floting Seuerne loues Sabrinaes name. 

So may he prattle ftill vnto his waue, 
Sabrinaes name, whilft brine fait teares fea weepeth : 
And if the Gods or men compafsion haue, 
Compafsion that with tender hearts nere fleepeth, 
We both lhall Hue. This faid, both fought their Tombe 
Within the waues, and funcke vnto the bottome. 

The 
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The Water-Nimphes with their vnkembed treffes, 
The byrds that faw the Water-Nimphes affembled, 
The fifties that were fedde by their diftrefies, 
The floods with all of thefe, together trembled: 
And I gotte home and weepingly thus pend it, 
Carelefle of thofe that fcorne and cannot mend it. 

FINIS. 
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